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M 

Mahzuddin Ahmed, Dr. |Bogia North (Muhammadan).] 

'Matizuddin Choudhury’, Maulvi. [Xlalurghat (Muhammadan).] 
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Mookerjee, Mr. Syiimprosad. (Calcutta University.) 
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(Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
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Mustufa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. [Brahmanbnria North (Muhammadan),] 


H 


Nandy, the Hon’lble Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasimbasar. 
(Presidency Landholders.) 
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Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra, {(yhittagong Landholders.) 


8 

Sad%ruddin Ahmed, Mr. [ Bakarganje South (Muhammadan).] 
Safituddin Ahmed, Haji. [Rangpur North (Muhammadan). ]• 
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Thakur, Mr, Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).] 
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Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan),] 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(Oflloial Raport of tho Third Sossion.) 

Volume Lll-No. 3. 

Proceedingi of the Bengal Legislative Aooembly aooembled 
under the provisiono of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemjilv met in tlie AHseinhly House, Culcuttu, on Tues- 
day, the 1st March 1938, at ^-46 p.m. 


Present; 

Mr. Si»eakei (tio* llon hlc Khan JJahadur M. A/.i/u. H \wrK, 
C.l K.) ill tile (Miiui. eleven Hon’Me M ini'^tt'r" jiihI >M<) nieinliers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawera were given) 

Mymensingh-Tangail Rood. 

*79. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) \Vi 11 the Hon’Kle Minister 
in charge of the rninunieatiiujs and Works Depart Kf pleasi*(l to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that the Mymeusingh-Taujrail Hoad in the district of Mymeii- 
siug-h has been taken up on the recommendation of the Iload 
Board for some years; 

(it) that some improvement in the shajie of construction of new 
bridges only has l)een made between Mymei'^injrh and Kali- 
hati; and 

(tit) that further improvement has been stopped altogether and 
nothing is being done to iniiir<ive the portion of the same road 
between Kalihati and Tangail?* 

• 

(b) When does the Hon’ble Minister expect that work between 
hati and tangail will begin ? 

2 
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QUESTIONS. 


[IsT Mam*, 


(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware — ^ 

(i) that this delay is causing a great hardship to the trayelUng 
public; and 

(n) that owing to the Road Board taking up diis project the District 
Board also cannot make any imprdVenient Y 

(d) Are the Government doing all that they can to hasten the com- 
pletion of the scheme? 

(e) Is the Hon'hle Minister aware that the Tangail-Nagarpur Road 
in the Mymensingh district has also been proposed to be taken 
up by the Road Board? 

(/) If so, when do the Government expect the w’ork to begin in that 
road ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasintbazar) : (a) {{) Yes, in respect of bridging only. 

(i?) Yes. 

(Hi) The Governinent of India originally saiK tioned Rs. 5 lakhs for 
l»ridgiiig the road l^etween Knlihati and Tungail. As this amount is not 
sufficient for the wdiole length of this jwrtion of the road, revised pro- 
lK)sals have been sent to the (Toverinncnt of India for financing the 
])roject. 

\l)) Tile actual work wdll l>e taken ui) an soon as the ajii>roval of the 
Government of India is obtaiiUMl and didailed plans and estimates which 
are now under preparation are sanctioned h\ tliis Government. 

(c) (/) The want of bridges has been keenly felt in the past. The 
bridges when constructed ^ill remove this hardship. 

(ii) It is beyond the means of the District Board to construct the 
bridges out of their own funds without raising a loan. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No. 

if) Does not aiise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ron'ble Minister be 
pleased to state in which year this work was begun and when do the 
Government expect to finish it? 

The Hwi’Mc Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDYt of Kiiiiiiliazar; 

I am Sony’ I oinnot give fht exact year without notice but ks I have 
siyd in my reply to it will he taken up immediately after the sano- 
tion of the Government of India as well as of this Goveiliinent ia 

raofdved. 
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Mr. GlfARU OHANDRA ROY: Will the Minister be 

pleased to state how much money was given this year and in pi'evious 
years from the Road Board Fund ? 

The Hon’iiie Maharaia 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANOY, of KatimlNuars 

T want notice. 


Pay of dafadars and chaukidars. 

•80. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) is the Houlde Minister 
in charge of the l^ihlic Health and liCK'al SelMiovernineut Department 
aware that the District Magistrate of Mymeusingh has recently issued 
a circular to the union hoards of the district — 

{/) that the salary of the chauhdars should l>e raised from R«. 6 
n month to Hs. S a month; urni 

{it) that the salary of the thiftuJar» fnon Rs. H a mouth to Hs. 10 a 
mouth y 

i/f) Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pl«‘used to state whether this has 
hi'on (lone after ((oisidering the views of the Union Hoards? 

(c) If the answer to (fj) is in the aHinnative, will the llon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the names of the Union Hoards consenting to the 
aioresaid lates? 

(f/) lias the Distiict Mugistral** received any h'tler of protest from 
the Secretary, ( nion Hoard AHHoeiation, Kishoreganj, Muslim Associa- 
tion, Kishoreganj, and otiier puhlie bodies of th<‘ distrii t on the proiK)S6<l 
rate? 

(C) Is the lioirhle Minister aware that the enforcement of these rates 
will necessitate the enhanceraent of the union rules considerably in these 
hard days? 

MINISTER in charge of tho PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tho Hoti'blo Mr. Syod NaitthOf Ali): 

(a) (t) and iti) Then* were two grades of pay for dafodarf and rhiitki- 
dart in the district of Mymensingh, viz., for dafmhirf — Rs. 1(1 and 
Ks. 8, ar d for rhaukid^m — H**. 8 and R», 8. 

It appears that some tim^ ago the higher rates of pay for dafada$i and 
{'fiaukidart were reduced from Its. 10 and Rs. 8 to Rs. 8 and Rs. 8, 
respectively. Thus tlie pay of dafadars and chaukulats was fixed at a 
uniform Jevel of Rs. 8 and Rs. 0 throughout tho district includltiig* the 
Bajitpur.eirclo. The present District Magiltrato has by a recent order 
inirodi|c^ the following scales of pay for them, vi«.- • 

Do/iu2ors--Ba. 8— 8--10. 
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QFBSTIOlfS. 


[1st Ma*., 


The incremeat from Bs. 8 to 9 has to be earned after 3 ;^ear6’ satis- 
factory service and from Its. 9 to 10 after a further 4 years’ satisfactory 
service. 

Cyiukulatf — Ils. 6 — 7 — 8. ‘ « 

Increments have to be earned in the same way as in the case of 
dafadars. 

From the Ist Baisakh, 1346 B.S., the dafadars and chaukidar$ who 
have rendered 3 years’ satisfactory service will be paid Rs. 9 and Rs. 7, 
resjxictively, in (hose unions where prior to reduction the rate of pay 
was Rs. 10 f(»r dafadars and Rs. 8 for chaukidars. In other unions the 
increase will take place after a further period of two years. 

{h) and (r) The Subdivisional Officers consulted a large number of 
Union Boards. The majority of *these Union Boards and the District 
Union Board Association consisting of representatives of Union Boards 
in the district have agreed to the proi>o8al. The Union Boards of 
Sarishalmri and Pingna have actually moved for the restoration of the 
higher scale of j>a> , viz., Rs. 10 and Rs. 8, resj^'ctivcdy, for dafadars and 
chaukidars 

(d) The District Magistrate lia.s received a letter of |>roiost from the 
Union JUmrd Association, Kishoregunj, and a deputation on l>ehalf of 
the Sndnr Union Board A.ssociation waited upon him in regard to this 
matter. 

(s) The enforcement of these rates may necessitate an enhancement of 
assessment . 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’hle Miuistet he 
plca.sed to state what is the overage pay of Chnukidar and Ihifadur in 
Bengal ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It is very difficult for me 
to answer. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD; Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state that the increment which is going to be made in the 
district of Myinensingh is duo to their efficiency or something else? 

The Hoil’bit Mr. 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: I have nothing more to 
add to what I have already said. 

Mr. NACBIiDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Magistrate has consulted Qovemment in 
this matter and if Government accorded their sanction or ap{Mt»val to 
it? 



ms.] QtfESTIONS. S 

Th 9 m. iYED NAUtHER ALIt The law is quite deaf 

oa this ponit. It is the statutory duty of the District Ma^strate to“ 
fix the salary of chaukidars and dafadars in oonsuliatioa with thr 
Daioa Boards concerned. 

• 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN. My question was a question of 
fact, i.e., whether Ouverunient were consulted or not. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. 8YE0 NAU8HER ALI: 1 think l>y iin)>licution 
I have already replied. The law is explicit — the District Ma^rintrate 
never consults the Government. 

MlMtlvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'hle Minister W pleased to 
stato who is the final authotily in fixiiijr the rate of |)ay of the ('hauki- 
dars and Dafadars ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YE0 NAU8HER ALI: The Distrirt Murm* 
trate. 


Matlivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the iloifhle Minister U 
pleased to state the naiue of the Vnion Boards in the Kishort^pnij sub- 
division that neie rousulted in inereasing the pay of the chaukidars and 
dafadars y 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I ask for notice. ^ 

KhM Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be phrased to state the source of bis information that the majority of 
the Union Hoards and the Distiii t Union Board AssoHation exmsisting 
of representatives of Union Boards in the district have agrecHl to the 
proposal ? 

Tba Hon’bfa Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: The re})ort of the 

District Magistrate. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Iloifblo Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the chaukidars are to do more 
police work than civil work? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ariie. 

Mr.*iYEO JALALUODIN HASHEMVl In view of the fact that 
the amount of Ha. 8 is insufficient to maintain a family, will ^the 
Hon’lile^Minister be pleased to st«te whether he h prepared to increase 
the toale of pay of l^fadam in future? 



QUBSTIOirS. [IST Mar., 

Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order; that question docs not, arise. 


Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOODs Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pieosed to state if the enhancement of further assessment will cause 
hardship? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon’hle MinisUr be 
pleased to state if it is in the contefinplation of Government to enhance 
the salary of dafadars and chaukidars in every district? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER All: Nothing of the scit is 
under the contemplation of Government. The law is there and it is 
the .statutory duty of the District Magistrate to fix the pay of the 
chaukidars and dafadars in consultation with the Tnioii Boanls lon- 
cemed. 


Mr. KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster 
be pleased to state whether Govenunent are going to contribute some 
portion of the money that wu‘ll be jwiid to the chaukidars and dafadais? 

# ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I think 1 replied to 
this question some time ago in this very House that it is not under 
the contemplation of Government, 


Mildvt MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Governiiient rtveived any letter of protest liom 
other public bodies except the Kishoreganj Union Board Association? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I ask for notice. 


MBUIvI ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ];deased 
to state if a uniform policy is going to be adopted by Government in 
the matter of fixing up the pay of the Chaukidars and Dafadars through- 
Blrtilie ProTittoe? 

'file Hen’Me Mr. BYEO NAUSHER ALI: So long as the present 
law is there, the Government are absolutely helpless in the matter. 
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Burdwiii Road. 

«S1. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: Will the Hou’ble 
Kinister in charge 0 / the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(а) the approximate time when the con8tru(‘tiou of the proposed 

Trunk Road (called the Burdwan Road) from Uchalan (in 
the Burdwan district) to Midnapore will begin ; and 

(б) the names of the villages in police-station Chaudrakona (in the 

Ghatal sulidivision), through which the said road will passK 

The Hon’Ma Malianiji SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kisimbazirt 

Nothing can he said until the eoinprehensive programme of road ilevelop- 
ment in Bengal has been received fnmi the SjKudal Officer, Road 
Development Projects, and considered by Government. 

Appointment of offfoers under the Rural indebtednees Department. 

*82. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: (a) Will the HoiPble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indehtedness Department 
be plea^ed to state— 

(C the niiniher of {>tticers (special or ordinary) appointed by the* 
Government under the Rural Indebtedness D(*partiflent* 
within the last .*1 months; and 
(it) whether thesi* posts were advertised?^ 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative — 

(i) what is the test of the advertisement; ami 
(lO where was it published y 

(c) How many persons so appoiuted were — 

(t) caste Hindus, 

(it) Muslims, 

{id) Scheduled Castes; and 
(tt?) other minorities? * 

{d) What are the names of the f)ers<in« mi ap]K>tnfed with their 
roepecti^e — 

(Q Qoete; 

(u) home addreasea; 
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(Hi) qualifications; and 

(ft?) a^fe at the time of appointment? 

(e) Was any of them in any service at the tiifte oi appointment? 

(/) If so, in what service? 

MINISTER in oharga of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Mr. Mukundt 
Behary MulMok): (a) (i) 52. 

(if) No. 

ih) Does not arise. 

(r) (i) 17. 

(it) 24. 

(Hi) 8. 

(fe) 3. 

((h A statement is placed on the Tiihrary table. 

(c) Yes; 8 of them. 

(/) Two assistants in the office of the Director-General of Commercial 
Intellijrence and Statiatics. 

Two peripatetic lecturers in schools in Midnapore. 

One propn^randa officer of the jute rc.striction .scheme in Bogra. 

One temporary assistant of the Ci^-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department. 

One assistant in the office of the C^ontroller of Exarainationa, 
Calcutta University. 

One clerk, Traffic Accimnts Office, Howrah. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With I’eference to answer 
(d), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if candidates Mono* 
raujan MnlHek and Bonoinali Roy are intimately related to the Hon’ble 
Minister? 

Tht HOfi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: None what* 
soever. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise, 

Mr. RAIIK LAL •ISWaBi Will the Hon’ble Miniater be pleased 
to ^Ute if. out of the eight scheduled castes members appointed, it it 
a fact that five come from Kbulna and only one of them is a Namasudraf 



QUESTIONS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been answered once before. 




Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for not advertising the jiostsP 

TIM Hoiinile Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I answered 
this question at the last session. In case of temporary vacaiu^ies, there 
aie no rules for advertisement : An advertisement was therefoiv not 
necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon*ble Minister bo 
pleased to state if these appointments weie referred to the Public 
Service Commission? 

The Hon’bit Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs No. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that there are a number 
of jKTsons in the list alio are lelated to the lion ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Not at all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hoiridc Minister bo 
pleased to state if tlitue is one inemWr who has Imjcii upfadnUu! and 
who is now at Dinajpiir, who gavf his address as “c-o the Hon’hlo 
MinisttM” before he applied? • 


The Hon*ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aware of this. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will tlie Hon'bic Minister be pleased 
to state if om* Kshitish Chandra Hoy who has lM*en appointed, was an 
Assistant Suh-lnsperlor of Kxcise? 

The Hofi*ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: T do not know 

that. I do know that he was a candidate at the last Hengal (Hvil 
Service examination and also qualified us such. 

Mtuivi ABDUL BARU Will the Hmrble Minister l>e pleased to 
state why people already in Government service w^ere apfKiinted to thia 
service f 

• 

tin HmIN. Mr. MUKUNDA ■ENARY*MULLIOKt THm. geatl.- 
men applied^ they were interviewed and it was left to their chdlco 
whether or not they would take up the service. 
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Dr. MALIHANtHA tANYAL: How cm they know of this thing, 
if there were no advertisementP 

Ths HonWe Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIOK: There were, 
Sir, several hundreds of applications. 

Mr. RAtIK LAL BIBWAt: Is it a fact that most of the persons 
who were appointed were drawing a salary of less than Rs. 50 per 
month ? 

The Hon^le Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I am not 

aware. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Is it a fact that of the eight persons 
appointed from the scheduled castes, five come from Khulna? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question bus been answered once before. 

Stops for combating malaria and tuberoulosis. 

*83. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health nnd Local Self-Governmeut 
Department be pleased to stale — 

(a) what steps have Wen taken since the jiivsent (iovernmeut came 
into office; and 

ih) uliat steps the present Dffvernment further contemplate taking 
for controlling — 

{i) malaria, and 
(ii) tuberculosis 

in the province? 

Tho Hon'bli Mr. SYEO NAUSHER ALi: The problem of combating 
malaria and tuberculosis in the province has been engaging the serious 
attention of tlie present (Tovennnent since it came into office. The 
following steps have already been taken: — 

A, Malaria. — (1) The Government gr^t for free distribution of 
Quinine has lieen increased, 

(2) The District Boards have been asked to prepare and submit anti- 
malaria schemes and such schemes as have Wen submitted arc under 
consideration ol the Publtl^ Health Department. 

^ 5. Tubemdosis . — ^The grant to the Tuberculosis Assockttion for 
propaganda and educative work has been increased. 
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A comprekensive programme for combating malaria with a view to 
eecnring lasting results and continuous progress is under ike considera- 
tion of Government. An anti-tuberculosis scheme on comprehensive 
lines is also, under examination. 


Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Honlde 
Minister be pleased to state whether want of sufficient nutrition is 
largely responsible for the rapid increase of malaria in Heiigal in ret'ent 
years ? 


Thi Hon’bla Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is a question of 
opinion, Sir, and it is very difficult for me to answer it. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Will the ilon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state what is the amouiit of the increased grants 

The Hon’bit Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir. the im n an in the 

grant last yeai that is fur Il)d7-d8, for (juiniue was Its. tiO.OtM) and for 
next year, I mean, for 19‘f8-'19, we have made a provision for 4 lakhs 
for distrihution of quinine which is equivalent to an excess of 
Its. 2,t)t).iM)t) over the normal grant. 

Then as regards the anti-malarial .sclieme, the normal grant was 
Its. iSO,(MM); during the current year it was incieased by Hs. and 

this year’s grunt conies up to Its. d,‘i8,(K)t). • 

So far as tuberculosis is roiMcrned, wc havt* provided in the next 
year’s budget an amount of Its. for a tubiuculo.sis survey of 

the province; and for courses of training in tuher<‘ulosis work for 
medical and hcaltli officers — Ils. o.tKK); the giant to tlie Tulierculosii 
Association has not been increascMl and it is exactly the same as it was. 
Last year there was an increase, l^rovisiori of Rs. lb, (MM) has Iwen 
made for grant to Sudar Hospitals for providing better nursing and 
treatment of tubercular patients. The grant to the Jadavpur Tuber- 
culosis Hospital is Ks. 1,36, tf^H). Besides this, we have provided in the 
current year's budget a sum of Rs. 1 lakh for establishing a cHmatio 
sanatorium. 


MiUlvi ABDUL BARI:^ Will the HonTde Minister be pleased to 
state when the programme of Government regarding combating of 
malaria is likely to be made public f 

« 

Hm HmW. Mr. SYED NAUtHER Atll It will depeod upon 

tke result of the survey that is iinderfakei} and some other facUAs 

also. 



la QUESTIONS. IlsT Ma*., 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HAt^EMY: Will the Hoa’ble Miuieter 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that poor tuberculosis patients are 
not examined in the Medical College Hospital free of cost? 

f r 

The Mr. SYED NAUSHER AL1: I mu not aware of it. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Will the Hon hie Minister 
he pleased to state if it is a fact that an amount of Rs. 3 is charged 
from the poor patients in the Medical (’ollege Hospital? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. Your question 
must arise out of some answer given to-day. I appreciate your ques- 
tion 1 have sympathy with it, hut I want to know how it comes in. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 was only going to 

extract some information, so I pcr.sonally know that some fees are 
taken from the poor tiihcrculai patients. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon hie Minister be 
jdeused to state whether any other preventive steps were taken by 
Government during this year when malaria was raging everywhere? 

TN Hon’blo Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: 1 think, Sir, that the 
oiriy other thing that is done is anti-malarial work, and the usual 
amount was spent. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Hoes the Hon hie 

Minister consider the desirability ot installing a X-ray plant for 
examining T. 11. patients free ot cost at the M(‘dical College Hospitals? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordei, ordci. That ((iiestion does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the IHm'hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether any scheme has been submitted from the 
District Hoard of Mymensingh for combating malaria? 


Mr, SPEAKER: That question also %loes not arise. 

I think, 1 have explained more than once that where a queetioA 
of a general character is asked, questions enquiring about details in 
relation to it will not b| strictly relevant unless in an eftceptional 
case. If once this question is admitted, not only the question of 
Mymensingh but also that of the other 25 districts of l^ngal will 
come in its trail. 
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CHARU CHANDRA ROYI Will the Hon^le Minuter be 


pleftsed to state whether the GovernWnt have asked the District Boards 
to submit anti-malarial schemes and if any District Board has done 
80 ? If so, how many, and what are their names? 


TN Hon’blf Mr. 8YED*NAU8HER ALI: 1 think I have already 
stated in my reply that such schemes as have already been submitted are 
under the consideration of Government. This implies that some 
schemes have been received. I am sorry that without previous notice 
it is not possible for me to jfive further details. 


Raorganisatiofi of Poripatetio Wioving 8ohoo4t. 

*84. Mr. 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charpfe of the Apriciilture and Industries Department be 
plea.sed to state whether a sf'heme of 5 years* plan was prepared by the 
Industries l)e[)artinent — Textile Section — for introducing jute spinninpf, 
weaving? and printing to )>e attached with the exi.stinfjf peripatetic 
wea vinj? schools? 

(/;) If so, whether the scheme has been given effect to? 

{(') If not, when do the (lovernuieiit propose to do the same? 

MINi8TER \n ohargi of ACRiOULTURE iiiit INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (ttio Hofi’bfo Nawab Khwaja HaMlHillali Baliatfur, of 

Daooa): The programme of the Industries Department includes a scheme 
for the reorganisation of the existing 8 periiwfetic weaving schools •so 
as to provide etticient pracM'cal training in jute spinning, cotton and 
jute weaving as well as dyeing and printing, provision for which has 
been made in the next year’s budget subject to vote of the Assembly. 


Instruetion as to tho sattiamofit of dabta. 

*85. Maulvj MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of tlie Co-operative ^Credit and Rural Indebted- 
ness Department Ire pleased to state whether the Government 
issued any instructions that the Co-operative Department will not accord 
sanction to any settlement which does not allow interest at 12i per cent, 
per annum till the realisation of last instalment? 

(6) if the answer to (tf) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
aware that private m^jJmjarm and loan offices do not forgo their claim 
of interest even in deserving cases and settlement of debt has become 
more difficult? 

(c) Db the Government contemplate withdrawal of their circular? 

Tli» Hm’M# Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY* MULLIOK: (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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[1st Mas., 


Stopfisgs of bum ill front of Tamlulc polioMtatioii. 

•Se. Dr, COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Will the Hon Ue 

Mininter in charge of the Home (Police) DeI)artmeDt bte pleased to 
state — • 

in) whether the buses plying between Tamluk and Panchkuva are 
stopi)e(l every time in front of Tamluk police-station for 
rejK>rting the time of departure and arrival and thereby 
causing much harassment to the public or not; and 

(/>) whether the (ioveniment are considering the desirability io 
withdraw that order or not at earliest convenience? 


MINISTER in ohargo of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
KhMftJa Sir Naiimuddin): {a) Yes, But no complaint of harassment 
to the public has l)een received. 

(h) No. 


Reserve tank at Senhati, Khulna, 

•S7t Mr, il, N, GUPTA* {u) Will tlu* Hoirble Ministfu in charge 
of the Pul»li<' Health and liocul Self-ixm'eninient Department be pleased 
((Instate whether it is a fact that the J*resid(‘i»f , Tiiion, Hoard, Senhati, 
iii the district ot Khulna — 

(/) lias re(tci\e(l a sanction ol Us. htH) tnuii the (iu\crnment to 
improse tlie condition of the reserve tank at Senhati; but 

(n) is proposing to spend a portion ot the sum of Us. IKM) for making 
a Ladies’ l^ark there? 

yh) If the answer to oi) ht) is in the attinuative, will the Hon’ble 
Minif'ter 1)« pleasc'd to state whether for the proposed Ladies’ Park — 

i/) the local public was consulted; and 

(I!) the approval of the (Government was obtained? 


TH Hon’bid Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: id) {i) No; lU. fiOO 
has la'en sanctioned for one tank in Senhati out of the Hural Water 
Supply grunt. •• 

• (lO 

(h) (t) and (it) Do not arise. 



l|«.J QUESTIONS, 15. 

Pfimatioii af Afsiftint NtMl Misttrt Covtnmiifit ifiitltiitiofit.. 


m. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHOUDHURYs WiU 

the Hon'ble^ Minister i^ obnrge of the Etlucation I)e|>artment be pleased 
to state — ^ 

(rt) the nnnilwr of Assistant Masters in Government high schools^, 
madrassas and , noriiiul sc hmds for boys drawing a salary of 
Rs. 160 and upwards in the scale Rs 75 — 5 — 150 — 5 — 200* 
w ith efficiency bar at Rs. 150 who have been recommended by 
tlie controlling officers, e.g., Divisional Inspectors and 
Principals of Colleges f4»r promotion to the posts of Assistant 
Ifead Masters from IfldO to 1007 year by year; 

{h) the qualifications of these recommended teachers; and 
(r) how many of them are Hindus and how’ many arc Muham- 
madans? 

MINISTER in oharga of tha EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’bla Mr. A, K. FazliH Huq): The information cannot be given 
as such matters arc treated as strictly confidential. 

Mr. OHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister bo 
pleased to state how many recommendations of the Divisional Inspectors 
liave been a( <'epte4|? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot disclose that. 

• 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR; With regard to question (c) 
will the Hon’ble Miiiister be pleased to state if the reply to that question 
also is confidential? 

Tbo Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer covers all the 
questions from hegiiining to end. 


Afipointmont of toaohors in free primiry sohoois in Mymofifingh. 

*dB. Mr. MONMOHAN DAB: (a) Will the llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Dei>artinent be pleaswl to stale whether Gov- 
ernment contemplate taking the teachers for the free primary schools 
in the district of Mymensingh according to the pojmlation basis of the 
different communities? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately — 

* 

(t) U\e number of teachers to be takesi from the Caste Hmduf» 
^ Scheduled Castes and the Muhammadans; and 

(it) the total population of each community? 
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[1st Mai., 


; 

Tlli Hin’Ilte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl Subject to the ooiitrol pro- 
vided in the Act, a District School Board is autonomous and is the final 
authority regrarding the appointment of teachers in primary schools 
under its control. Government have not, therefore, laid down any 
•condition regarding the appointment of such teachers in the district 
of Mymensingh. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etate whether there is any hand on the part of Government to supervise 
the programme of a District School Board if any injustice is done to any 
community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government have limited 
powers of control, and if there is any case of manifest injustice, Govern- 
ment will certainly interfere as an Advisory Body. 

Bengal Becondary Education Bill. 

*90. Dr. NALINAK9HA 9ANYAL: Will the lion ble Minister in 
charge of the hlducation Department he phnised to state — 

(а) whether" Government are contemplating the introduction ot a 

Secondary Education Bill for this Province at an early date; 

(h) whether it is a fact that certain matteis in connection with the 
proiwsed Bill were discussed at some conferences held at the 
instance of the Education Minister iii the month of damiary, 
1938 ; 

{c) if so, wluj were the i»ersons invited to the conferences; 

(d) who attended the same; 

(c) what w’ore the principles followed in selecting the i>erson8 
invited to the conferences; 

(/) what were the detailed subjects discussed at the conferences; 
and 

(t?) y^hat are the decisions arrived at, if any? 

The HOffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(б) to (d) The matter was discussed at an informal conference and 
Oovernment do not consider it necessary to give the names of those 
invited: all who were invited attended. 

(e) Persons, who in the opinion of this department were considered 
'Capable of giving u.seful advice, were invited. 

(/) Tb© Wll as a whole^. 

(g) No decision has yet been arriveil at. The conffrence b 
continuing. 
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tor. NALINAKiHA tANYALl With reference to answer (5) to 

(4), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state on what ground 
Oorernment does not consider it necessary to give the names P Is it 
against public interest f 


Tha Hon'bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, not against public 
interest. Government is the best judge in the matter and Government 
has so decided. 


Or. NALINAESHA SANYAL: On a point of privilege, Sir. I 
submit that the Minister eoncerne<l cannot choose to reply questions in 
that way unless it is against public interest. If the Hon’ble Minister 
wants to withhold information in that way, I think it is a serious breach 
of the ]>rivilege of the House. 

Mr. iPEAKER: I think, the Hon’ble Minister has given a reply. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submit, he has nut given the 
ihforhfation asked for. I have specifically asked him whether it is on 
the ground of public interest, and he says i 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 take it that the first part of the question has been 
answered 


Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My supplementary question was, on 
what ground (lovernment thinks it not iiecessury to give the nara*hs. 
Is it in public interest? To that he has replied “No,” Government is 
the best judge as to whether the names should he given out.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you submit a short statement to me on this point, 
1 shall certainly consider the whole thing. 

Tha Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I might suggest to my 
learned friend that I am prepared to show him the names, if he still 
insists on having the names. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Is it a fact that those members that 
were invited have drawn travelling and halting allowances out of 
Government money? 

t 

The Hmi’bM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Those who are asked to 

attend in their official capacity are allowed to draw travelling allowance. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALl Is it a fact that there were some 
numbers invited who were not even matrioulaies of the Oaloutta or aSy 
other UniveraityP 

S 
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TIM HM'bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are many men in 
Bengal who know more of education than educated people themeelvee, 
and in some cases these illiterate men have got to be invited also. 

Dr« 9IALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that members were 
invited only from the Coalition Oroup save and except the representa- 
tives of the University? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, the answer is in the 
negative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was there any member other than 
those of the Coalition and the European Groups save and except the 
representatives of the University? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not prepared to 

disclose the names in an indirect way. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the criterion for deciding the capability of the members 
to give useful advice as mentioned in question (c) P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I exercised my unfettered 
judgment and wliomsoever 1 considered fit I invited. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH 8EN: What arc his reasons for disclosing 
the names to Dr. Sanyal onl;i and not to other iiiemhcTs of the 
Assembly ? 

The Hon'hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If Dr. Sanya! sees the 
names, he will himself appreciate, 

Ifitroduotion of a public examination tn place of existing 8chool 
Final Examination. 

*81. Mittivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the PMucation Department be pleased to state 
whether he is awaro of a feeling in Bengal that the introduction of the 
system of School Final Examination for the Lower Primary, Middle 
English and Middle Vernacular examinatipns — 

(t) has deteriorated the standard of education; and 
(it) is depriving many candidates of scholarships? 

(b) U so, will the Hon^bk Minister be pleased to state what action, 
if«.xny» tbe OotenoBOBt are taking to rmtroduce tbe system, of oeutro 
ectaminatioii hr the abovemantioned examinations; if so, when? 
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TIM Hm^ Mr. A. K. fAZLilL HUf s (a) No. Hie examiiift- 

tions have restricted competition for scholarships to selected meri» 
torioQS candidates, 

(b) It is under the contemplation of Government to do away with 
examination at the lo.wei* primary stage as soon as l-classed primary 
schools are organised throughout the Province. The question of 
replacing the present Ivower Primary Scholarship examination by a 
Central public examination at that stage does not therefore arise. 
As at present advised, Government do not contemplate the intro- 
duction of a public examination at the end of the middle stage. 


Mitamohuri rivar. 

*9L Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMED; {a) AVill 

the Hoirhle Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
^irrigation) Ihqiartinent be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(j) of the damage to vast tract ol cultivated lamls with (Tops 
and houses of iit'ople (»f the Chakaria thana within the 
Cox’s Bajiar subdivision of ('hittagong covering alsmt 15 
or ]h village's by constant .shifting of the' courses of the 
Matamohuri riv('r and its iK'riodically frwjiient IIchkIs; and 
(u) of the resulting loss nf /.io/.f m/ifuil r«*venne and the difficulty 
of the tenants in paying up their bmtf duly? 

• 

{h) If so, why no step has \et been taken by the Irrigation l>e|>art- 
ment in preventing the overflooding of this devastating river? 

(c) Are the Government otmsidering it desirable to enquire into the 
matter without further delay? 

The Hofi’hle Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KasimlNuar; 

(fl) (/) Owing to nlmormal rainfall during the months of Jtine and 
July, lft'17, the rivers of the Cox’s Hazar subdivision, including the 
Matamohuri in the Chakaria thana, overflooded their hanks and oausetl 
extensive damages to crops. T am not aware of the constant shifting of 
the course of the Matamohuri river, 

(u) I have no infoiTiiation. 

(b) and (c) It is not jieesible to prevent flooding in low-lying areas 
in years of abnohnal rainfall. 

PhlfBMit M oourt^tit OB ^ottM diMs* 

*«. .lltwM miNSMMAD (a) !• tbe Hoit’U«1fiiiater 

in olinrgn (rf the CSo^oper^We Oedit and Boral IndaUadnaM P ip H r tMw# 
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aware that payment of court-fee« on determined debt works hard both on 
debtors and creditors? 

(6) If so, do the Government contemplate issue of instructions for 
payment of court-fees on settled debts? * 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLiCK: (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Eon’ble Minister be 
pleased 1o state whether Government has issued any instructions for 
levy of <ourt*fee8 in such cases? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Instructions 
were issued at the very beginning, and no further instruction has since 
been given. 

MiUlvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any differeme between a determined 
and a settled debt? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is so in 

some cases. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: 

stamp determined 

debt ff Settled debt nu award debt Hli ? 

Tha Hon’bta Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 have 

alrcu<l) answered that question. 

Invasting tha Spaciil Boards at Kishoraganl and Ba|itpur with powart 
undar aaotion 22 of tha AgriaiHtural Dablort Act. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebiednesa 
Department be pleased to state w'hether the Government contemplate 
investing the Special Boards at Kishoreganj and Bajitpur with powers 
under section 22 of the Agricultural Debtors Act very shortly? 

(b) Is be aware that tbe applications of those debtofa who am ht to 
he adjudged insolvent under the Agricultural Debtors Act are bmng 
dismissed by these Boards and these poor |)eople are not getting any 
rdief under the aforesaid Ast? 

Sfc) Why were not these Boards invested with powers under seotiott 
82 ao long? 
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Tilt Mr. MUKUNOA tEHARY MULLICKt (a) Not until 

recommendations to this effect are received from the Collector through 
the Commissioner. 

(b) Not the p»rocedure is to keep such a^iidications pending for the 

time being. • 

(c) Because it is Government’s policy that the powers under section 
22 should not be used until it is clear that all other mei\ns of effecting 
a settlement are of no avail. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (b) will 
the Hon’ble Minister bo pleased io state wlvether some of the special 
boards have actually dismissed applications of didUors fit to be adjudged 
insolvent under section 22 of the Agricultural Debtors Act? 

The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Not that 
I am aware of. 

Miulvi ABDUL HAMID BHAH: 

tftltVI pending •fthUCTrS CKifil .if? 

rTfiina f»al 'sir wtaltc?^ f. ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter ()f opinion. The question does 
not arise, 


RevMiue Sharistadar of the Rajshahi Coltaotorati. 

•96. Mauivi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’bla 

Minister in charge of the Kevenue Department l>e pleasefl to state — 

(i) the scale of jwy for the fiost of the Itevenue Sheristadar of the 
liajshahi Collectorate with the amount of annual increment 
for the same; 

(it) the present pay of Babu Dinesh (Chandra Neogi, the Kevenue 
Sheristadar of Rnjshahi Collectorate; 

(m) whether Babu Dinesh Chandra N<»r)gi has coinfileted five yeare’ 
service as Revenue Sheristadar of Rajshahi Collectorate; and 

(iv) whether the Bevehtie Sheristadars are liable to transfer under 
the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules on completion of five yeara’ 
service in a district? 

• 

(h) It the answers to (a) (ttit) and (ii?) are in the affirmative^ will the 
Hon'hle«Miniater be pleased to state why Babu Dineah Chandra NAigl 
baa not yet been tranaferred? 



» 


QUESTIONS. 


[IST ICas., 

MflNIiTEIt ill chargi of REVENUE MPARTMENT <tti6 
HmiFbk Sir BiJay Pinad Biiigii Roy): (a) (i) 200—1^275. 

(u) Rs. 276 i)er mensem. 

(Hi) No. 

(tv) Yes. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pfleased to state if it is a fact that there is no post by the uaine of 
lleveiHie Sheristaclar, but he is called the Superintendent? 

The Hon'blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, he is 
called the Superintendent., 

Miulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Honble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is u fact that Babu Dinesh (diandra Neoj^i, Revenue 
Sheristadar, RajHliahi Collectorate, officiated as Sheristadar in plaee 
of Babu Nirod Eumar Munshi, late Sheristadar of Rajshahi, during 
his leav(‘ preparatory to retirement which was followed by the 
permanent appointment of the fonner on 16th November 19dd? If 
so, how long did Bubu Dinesh Chandra Neogi officiate in the post 
immediately befoit' Ibth November 19dd? 


Th« Hon’blf Sir BiaOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, about 14 
months. 

MiUlvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Ifon’ble Ministei be pleased to 
state whether rule 101 of the Board’s MiscellainNuis Rules i'ontemplates 
ex(dusion of the period of offi<‘iHtiiig service followed bv {^eriuauent 
appointment? When will Babu Dinesh Chandra Neogi complete five 
years’ service within the meaning of the rule? If he has already 
completed five yeais’ servi<-e as Sheristadar of Rajshahi, why he has 
not been transferred under the rule? 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. That question does not arise. 
That is n matter of legal interpretation. 

M«utvi ABDUL BARI: The tirat part ‘Sir. WTll the Hon’ble 
Minister W pleased to stnte if rule 101 of the Board’s Miscellaneous 
Rules contemplates the exclusion of the period of officiating service 
followed by prmanent appointment P 

t* 

^r. SPEAKERl That also does not arise. That is also ^a legal 
point and you had better look into the rules youreelf. 
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Clerki in the seloetion grade in the distriet effleei. 

*96. Mr. 8YEO ABDUL MAJID: Will th« IIou'Me Minister in 
charge of fhe Revenue Dejwrtment 1 m> pleased to state — 

(a) the number of clerks in the selection praile in the district oftiees 
of the Province ; 

{h) the number of Moslems holdinji in the selceiion ^:rade in 

those offices (to be shown separately district by district); and 
(c) the numlH‘r ot clerks enj«»yin^ cxtt‘n'‘ion of >er\ ices in the 
various diistricts?^ 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SING^ ROY: to) There is no 
selection g'rado in the district offices. 

(f)} and (c) Do not arise. 


Ooimtry liquor. 

^7. Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Exri.se Department be pleased to state— 

(«) whether it is a fart that by certain notification the price of 
country liquor has been'feduced to four annas and six pies 
from DctoWr or near about per seer; 

(M if so, will the Hon’ble Minister 1 m» pleased to siutf — 

(t) who is responsible for the said circular; and 
(tV) whether consumption of liquor ha.s been increased ns its 
effect P 

MINISTER in ohargs of FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(tho Hon’blo Mr. Prasanna Dab Raikut): (a) and (h) (?) Under ordem 
of Government weak liquor of the strenjfth of 75'" U. P. was introduced 
in certain areaa and at the rate* of failing prices mentioned in ?{otifica- 
tion No. 18367-P'x., dated the 27ih September 1937, a cop> of which is 
laid on the Library table. 

(b) (it) Consumption of licit liquor has increased, and consumption 
of illicit liquor has decreased. This weak liquor is more of a Average 
than an intoxicant. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH SEN: Will not the Honide Minister 
diacloae the name of the officer who is respl^nsible for the said circular 
which if* mentioned in (b) (i). The Hon^We Minister has not aniwifed 
that. 



at QUESTIONS. [IstJLu., 

Th* Hsn'bl* Mr, PRAtANNA DEB RAIKUTt It mm iwued iuid«r 

the orders of Government- 

Maulvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is the policy of 
the (lovernnuMit 1o increase the consumption of licit liquor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: No, Sir. 

Mtuivi ABUL HASHIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether lie coiiHiders the increased consumption of liquor against 
the policy of prohibition or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the lloirble Minister be pleased to 
state why one and the same kind of liqour is sold at different prices in 
different districts us appears from the statement laid on the 
library tabj<*, the price langing from Ks. 2-7-1) to Its. 1-11-9? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Yes, Sir, that is 
a fact. 

Mauivi ABUL HASHIM: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether reduction of prices in liqour is the result of their 
inability to check illicit distillation? 

The Hoffble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: No, Sir It ia 

with a view t(» induce the fK*<qde who are in the habit of taking strong 
liquor to take to weaker liquor. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister In* pleased to explain the tenn 75° U.P. with reference to 
answer (o) and (5) (/)? 

Tho Htn'blo Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is Under 
Proof.” 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the beverage referred to in answer (b) (h) 
is like English beer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not ariae. 

40GiSH GHANDNA CUPTA: On a p<»int of order. Sir. la 
any bon^ble member entitled to read newspapers inside the Aouief 
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Mr* SPEAKERS Little did I expect that the gentleman who moved 
a privilege motion would do it. (Laughter.) 


Hr. NiSHITA NATH KUNOUs With reference to answer (6) (li), 
will the Hon’ble Minister tbo pleased to tell us if the consumption of 
licit liquor goes on increasing, how will it help the jiolicy of prohibi- 
tion ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Dft H. C> MUKHERdl: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleusetl to 
state whether the statement on the LibrarA’ table is correct or not? 

The Hon’blfl Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAfKUT: As far as 1 think. 

it is correct. 


Travelling or daily allowanca of the Hon’blo Ministers for attending the 
Lucknow aeasion of the Muslim League in 1937, 

•M. Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Wi)) the llon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department l>e pleased to state— 

(u) whether it is a fact that some ol the Ministers attended the 
Lucknow session of the Mu'<lini la*ague in 1937; • 

{If) whether these Ministers attended the said ccuifert^ce in theiu 
private or official capacity; 

(c) whether all or some of the Minislers drew a travelling and 
daily allowance or both for attending the said conference? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hen’We Mr. NaTini Ranjan Sarker): (o> Yes, 

(h) In their private tapacoty. 

(c) One of the Ministers travelled on a Railway requisition. None 
of them drew travelling allowance or doily allowance. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be ideased to explain the t^rm “Uailtvay Requisition”? Is it a free 
pass, or ia money to be paid by the Oovernmeni ? 

The tfennile Mr. NALINI RANdAN SARKER: It is not a frw 

paaa. The Railways eend their bill and on i^ceipt of the bill it is paid 
Iqr the Qovemittent or sometimes by the Minister himself, if it 4e 
private business as in the present case. 
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Or. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased t<i state whether this Railway requisition was obtained by 
rirtue of the public office held by the Minister? 

Tfw Hon’Ma Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Yes * 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Who is this one exception? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL. HUQ: I did it, Sir. I will answer 
that question. 1 know, my colleagrue does not know. 

* (At this staffo several members from the Congress Benches stood 
up to mark their protest against the Hon’ble Mr, A. K. Faxlul Huq 
replying in place of the Iloii’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The iMisition is, so long as there 
is joint respon.siliility one Ministt'r by tacit consent of the other Minister 
could g^ive the answer. I think it is not for me to interfere in a matter 
like this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, for the information 
of the House I will mention that ordinary requisition was not avail- 
able, and 1 requisitioned a compartment for travellimr to Lucknow, 
but I made it distinctly clear that the charge would be paid by me 
personally, and I did not draw’ any daily allowance or travelling 
allowance. 


Total earnings of typists and copyists. 

^99. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Jje^slative Department 
he pleased to state — 

(/) what is the sale-proceed.s of folios used by the copyists and 
typists in Bengal from 19d2-‘n ; 

(i/) what is the amount paid as remuneration to the (1) copyists and 
(2) typists of Bengal each year from 19d2-37; 

(ill) w’hat is tlie income of the sale of court-fee stamps required for 
certified copies in Bengal ; 

(tv) what is the number of copyists and typists in Bengal at present ; 

(v) what is the total remuneration earned by them; and 

(vi) what is their average earning in 19*37? 

{6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

li) that ty a ^solution the Government of United Provinces have 
incorporated the copyists and typists in the permaseat 
cadre since April 19^ ; and 
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(ii) that a resolution was pasaed on the 3l8t Augrust, 1921, in the 
Bengal Legislative Council regarding incorporating the 
copyists and tj^ists in the permanent service of the Govern- 
i^ent? • 

• 

{(’) If the answer to (h) {ti) is in the affirmative, will the (lovern- 
meut be pleased to state when they propose to give etfeet to the resolu- 
tion? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Mtisharruff Hoe8«in» Khan 
Bahadur): (oMO and (/;) The following figures which were collected 
for the purpose-, ot invest igutiiig the staff of iompariiig clerks are 
available ; — 

Total earnings of typists 


and copyists. 
Us. 

Average of 1938, 1934 and J935 ... I?,92,4b0 

1935 ... . . 3,02,4i39 

1936 ... ... 2,77,361 

1937 ... ... 2,76,745 


The receipts for folios are double these figures. In addition to typists 
and ctjpyists 188 comparing clerks are employed costing about Ks. IJ 
lakhs. 

The totals of earnings for copyists and typists separately are not 
readily available. 

iin) Not readily available. 

(tr) The nuiiiWr of njpyists and typists in 19'Ji» was 353 and 200, 
respectively. The numlnT for 1937 is not yet available. 

(r) Please see (li) al)Ove. 

{vi) The average earning in 1936 of copyists and typists was 
Rs. 35-12 and Rs. 57-13, respectively. The figure for 1937 is not yet 
available. 

(h) (i) No, 

(u) Yee, 

(c) No.' The member is referred to the^reply given to unsU^rred 
queetion No. 61 aaked by Eai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri at the laft 
•Mcion. 
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Mr. J0CE8N CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the fact 
that only imstarred question No. 30 has been circulated, is the Hon’ble 
Minister in order in referring this House to the reply to No. 61 unstarred 
question ? . , ' 

r 

Mr. SPEAKER: That number 61 refers to that of the last session. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(I/) (i), will the Hon’ble Minister be ]>leased to enquire from the Gov- 
ernment of the United Provinces and give effect to the policy undertaken 
l)y that GovernineiitP 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFP H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

So far, you see, a.s the United Provinces Government is concerned, I 
do not know what i.s their {K>licy, but so far a.s this (ioveruinent is 
concerned, [ know its jx)Iicy. It considers that the piesent system is 
in the interest of it.s office tyfusts and copyists. Take thi.s one thing, 
each co]»yist and tyj)ist are now gettin,g at the rate of Ps. 37 and Rs, 57 
and odd, resjjectively. Take the case of tyjjists. Suppose you make 
them ordinary office clerks, what will happen? You can say that they 
will g(*t from Ks. 35 to Rs. 80 as pay. Instead of Rs. 35 we are giving 
them Rs. 57, and for these young men who are just starting their lives, 
if they get Rs. 2^3 more don’t yon think tliat it is rather in the interests 
of these people that thi.s should l>e continued? I cun tell you further 
(hear, hear'), and I have seen lot of tyj>ists. they are mucli better off 
than many officers. 


Bemorta canal, Khulna. 

MOO. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Un Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the (Vnnniunication.s and Works (Irrigation! Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government reteived a memorial, dated 
the 19th SeptemWr, 1937, submitted by the Bhairab (Bemorta) Excava- 
tion Scheme ("ommittee (Khulna) to the Ilon’ble Minister? 

(h) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate immediate action on the said memorial? If not, why not? 

(c) Is he aware that the matter of excavation of this Bemorta 
canal (Khulna) is a Provincial problem concerning Lower Bengal for 
improvement of trade, agriculture and heolth for peofde? 

(d) Is it not a fact that there is an a[rprehension of the Forest revenue 
coming down with the closing up of this canal? 

(fl) Is he aware — , 

(i) of the repeated assurances given by the autboritiM for the 
excavation of this canal ; and 
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(ii) that during the debate in Ijegislative Council in 1926 the 
Government accepted the proposal for immediate excava- 
tion of thia Beknorta canal along with the Alaipur Kkal 
(^hulna)? 

« 

(/) Are the Government ronsideriiig the desirability of the imme- 
diate excavation of the Bemorta canal P 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbaiari 

(a) Yes. 

(h) and (/) The matter is under consideration. 

(r) No, because the principal watem'ay is via the Attrabanka river, 
Atfyp Halifax Cut Route, Kncha and Baleswar rivers, etc. 

(d) No. 

(e) (?) I am not aware of any assurances. 

/if) Yes, about the Alaipur A'Ao/ only. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Supplementary question, Sir. 


Mr. 8REAKER: Dr. Sanyul, let the Minister finish the answers to 
the other three questions which concern him, and after that 1 shall 
allow 8upplementar>f questions to all the four. • 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, 1 will just point out that one 
reply is omitted for (/). 


rh% Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaalmbaiart 

Sir, may 1 draw the attention of the Hoirble Meinlau that and 
(/)'' have been put together in my answer. 


M01. Mr. EYED M08TAGAW8AL HAQUEs Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state — 

(<i) Are the Government tware — 

(f) that the Bemorta canal in the district of Khulna is the only 
key-route to the Sunderbans and U> Calcutta from East 
Bengal; and • 

(it) th^t East Bmugal customers of the Sunderbans Forest pfoducE 
ply their loaded boats through this oanalP 
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(6) Is it not a fact — 

(t) that there is apprehension of a fall of Forest revenne with the 
closing* up of this canal? 

(w) that maintenance of law and order in this canal becomes diffi - 
cult at the approach of flow-tide when country boats rush 
in for passage; 

(Hi) that this canal carries sweet water from the Baleswar down 
to the Daratana and supports, agriculture and improves 
health ; 

(iv) that an offer was made by Babu Suklal Nag (now Rai Bahadiir) 

to re-excavate this Bemorta canal, if permission for levy 
of tolls 1)6 granted to him, but no reply has yet been given 
U) him ; 

(v) that tlie District Board of Khulna rejKjatedly urged the Gov- 

(^rnnient lor the excavation of this Bemorta canal; and 

(I’j) that in sj)itc of tlu* assurances given by the heads of the depart- 
ment s concerned, nothing tangible has yet been clone 
towoids the ex<*avation of this Bemorta canal? 

(c) Have the (ro\ernnn*nt iecei\ed a memorial, dated the 19th Sep- 
teml>er, 19»17, regarding the excavatiem of this canal? 

{(]) Do the Government exmtein plate taking immediate steps towards 
the excavation of this canal? 

(e) If the answer to {d) is in the negative, w ill the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 


The Hon’ble Maheraja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar; 

(a) (i) No. The principal waterw’uys now arc via the Attye river and 
the llalifax Out during the winter and na the Attrabanka river during 
the monsoon. 

(ii) N(). They ply their loaded lM>at.N by the above routes. 

(h) (i) No. 

(it) 1 have no information. 

(rif) and (r) Yes. 

(iv) Yes. A reply was given. 

(vi) I am not aware of any assurances. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) and (e) The matter is under consideration. 
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Mtl. Mr, NAGIHDRA MATH $EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Departtuent be pleased to state whether Government received any 
scheme regarding excavation of the Bemorta canal in the subdivision 
of Bagerhat, district Khulna? 

(6) Are Government aware that trade, navigation, agriculture and 
health will suffer from delay in the excavation of thi*i canal? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the juihlic have urged for the iinuuMliate 
excavation of this canal by wire and by memorial? 

(d) Is it not also a fact that this matter of the Bemorta canal 
is a Provincial problem concerning Tvower Bengal? 

(e) Have the Government received a meinotial, elated the 19th 
September, 19dT, submitted to the Ilon’ble Miiii^jtei for ('ommtiiii- 
cations and Woik'«*, b\ tb(‘ Bbairab <Bemoitai Excavation Scheme 
Coin ini t lee, Khulna? 

if) Do (Toveinment conteiu))late taking iiuimHliate stejis towards 
the excavation of this Bemorta canal? 

{(/) If the answer to (/) he in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister lie pleased t(t state the reasons for the same? 

The Hon’Me Maheraja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

(a), (h) and (c) Yes. 

(d) No, because the principal waterway is vt<i the Attrahanka 
river, Att> e-ITalifax Cut route, KtK*lia and Baleswar rivers, et<*. 

{e) Yes. 

(/) The matter is under ('onsideration. 

ig) Does not arise. 

MfM. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (at Will the Hun’ble 

Minister in charge of the (’ommunieations and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he is aware that the Bemorta canal in the subdivision 
of Bagerhat, district Khulna, is a trade route to Eaat 
Bengal ; 

(i‘i) that the trading botits from (’alcutta |>ass through the Chhabaki 
and this Bemorta canal ; 

(ill) that the Sundarban Forest produce, e.g.. Golfiata, fuel and 
* timber passes to East Bengal th^gh this Bemorta canal ; 
and 

(iv) that this Bemorta oanal is being silted up rapidly f 
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(b) Will the Governmeot consider it desirable to excavate this 
Bemorta canal in this dry seascm? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

The Hofi’Me Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kmnimm; 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(u) Some boats pass through the Ohhabaki, Baleswar channels, 
etc., but not through this Bemorta Ibal. 

(iU) No. They pass by the principol route via the Attye river and 
the Halifax Cut during the winter and via the Attrabaaka river dur- 
ing the monsoon. 

(iv) Yee. 

(b) and (c) The matter is under consideration. 


Horn (Racords) Dapartment. 

M(M. Khan Sahib Maulana AHMED ALi ENAYETPURi : WiU the 

Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home I)ei«irtraent be pleased to state — 

(а) how many record suppliers and duftries have been recruited 

in the Home (Records) Dei»rtment from Ist January, 1929, 
to 31 st December, 1937; 

(б) how many of them are Muslims; 

(c) how many keepers of records have been appointed since the 

reorganisation and establishment of the record room; 

(d) how many of them are Muslims; and 

(e) how many Muslims are there in the grade of Head Assistant 

and other .senior |»sts uf the Record Department? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (o) 39. 

{b) 14. 

(c) 6. 

(d) None. 

(•) 4. 

Ai<HaJ Maulana Dr. SANAULLAHs WiU the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (d), why there is not a single 
Muslim in the department? 

Tha NaiPhli Khwata fir NAZIMUDDINs These appointmenU wm 
made by the previous Govemmeot. 
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MMlIVi ABDUL BARIS With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state why no Muslim out of these 5 was 
appointed? 

The Hei1*hle Khweje Sir NAZIMUDDlNs The appointments were 
made by the previous Government. 

lift RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many of them arc comiiijr from the scheduled caste? 

TIm Hon’ble Khwafi Sir NAZIMUODIN: None. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Or. 8ANAULLAH: Will the Hon’Ide Minister be 
pleased to state what is the total strength ot thos** who ure in the grade 
of Head Assistant and otfier senior posts ot the record department? 

The Hofi’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 ask tor notice. 


dhefiida-Magura Road. 

•105. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: (r/i Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in chaige ot the ( ‘oiiimunK .it ions .iml Woik-^ l>e|itirtme!it la* ph'a.seil to 
state — 

• 

(i) W'hen the d heiiida-.Ma^juia Uoad was taken up on the Hoad 
Development Hoard; 

{It) when works began on that load; 

itii) in what stage the work i.s now going on; 

{tc) w'heu the first jHirlion of the load is exjHH-ted ti> Ik* completed; 

(i’) how long the other jKirtion will take to he (;om[deled; 

(ri) how' many time.s has the Ham‘tiom*d plan of the road boon 
changed ; 

{vit) why these changes were necessary; 

(vtii) w’ho was the officer of the Government resjionsible for the sane* 
tion of the first jilan ; 

(ir) who sanctioned the <^.ond jilan and who the third; 

(jr) did these officers sanction the plans after duo scrutiny and 
supervision ; 

(ri) wbat has been the difference of amoi^nt of money lietweeu first 
plan and the last plan ; and ^ 

(#u) whhihiar the Oovenunent has takes any step to expedite the 
matter P 


4 
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(b) If BO, when? 

(c) If not, why notP 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to •state whether the Gh)T- 
emment have taken any explanation of delay and alteration of plaoB 
from the officers concerned? 

(e) If so, from whom and when? 

(/) If not, why not? 

The Hofi’bie Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KasimbiBEar: 

(a) (i) January, 1930. 

(u) May, 1932. 

(iii) The construction of the first part of the road was nearing com- 
pletion when the road was breached in several places by the floods of 
1934. Supiilenieniary estimates were prepared and these had again to 
be revised on ac'coiint of the abnormal flood of 193G. 

The construction of the second jiart of the road has been taken up 

recently. 

(iv) About December, 1939. » 

(t?) The second fwrtion of the road is expected to be completed by 
March, 1940. 

(in’) Twice. 

(rii) On account of the floods (»f 1934 and 1930. 

(inii) The plans and estimates were prepared by the llistrict Engi- 
neer and apiiroved by the then Chief fmgineer, Bengal. 

(ijt) The second design was not sanctioned. The third design was 
sanctioned by the Chief Engineer. 

(s) Yes. 

(4-i) Rs. 3,04,749, 

(nV) Yes. 

(ft) From time to time. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) No explanation was considered necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA bANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what loss has been entailed either on the OoTemment or 
on the District Board or any other authority on aeconnt of this tong 
drawn project from 1930 to 1939? 
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Tut Hwi'ble Mtfiwaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANOY, vf Kiiimtaur: 

As I have explained in my reply, the delay was inevitable for the flnods 
over which this (Government had no control. 

• • 

Df« NALINAK8HA SANYAL* My ({uestion wan about the hwifk 
entailed and my next is, who will !)ear this loss? 

The HotYIrie Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiari 

Sir, if the Hon*bIe Member meant by loss the additional amount the 
Government had to bear on account of the flood, I would ask for notice; 
but, as I have already stated, this Government had no control over the 
floods which took place once in 11134 and then in 1030. I d<G not think 
any human ag’ency could Ik* made responsible for this additional 
expenditure. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that th(;n^ were other 
reasons for the delay than floods? 

The Hofi'bla Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

No, Sir, 

Roductiofi in the salary of Covernmont employees drawing Rs. 100 

per mensem. 

• 

MOO. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN iOLAMBADI: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charjre of the Finance Departnienl be pleased 
to state w’hether the Government are con.siderinjr any definite poli(\\ 
for a cut in the salary of the Government emphnees drnwinjr Ks. ItM) 
per mensem and over? 

(b) If not, are the (iovernment ron.Hideriii},; tlo* dcvirabilit \ of 
making cuts in their salarie.s in a graduated scab*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN 8ARKER: A genera) reduc^ 
tion in the pay of all provincial and snbordinat** “e? vi‘‘»*M mid can s- 
ing a monthly pay of more than Hs. HO was effected between 1034 and 
1937. Similar revisions w'ere carried out in other iVovirices. 1 
propose to circulate a statement in the course of the present session 
which will show the nature of the reductions effected in Ilengal and 
how the resulting scales compare with those adopted elsewhere. A 
further general reduction of the pay of provincial and subordinate 
services* is not contemplated by Qovernmnnl, but the possibility of 
reducing tl\e maximum of some of the tiroe-soales, for future recTipte 
and for Jlersons promoted outside the ordinary line of their service, is 
under examinatioB. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any representations have been received for a 
further ircneral reduction on provincial and subordinate services? 

• * 

Th« Hoff'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN EARNER: Tes, I have seen 
some resolutions tabled in this House. 


Superintendent of Agriculture and Head Mastery Dacca Agricultural 

School. 

M07. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in chai>>:e of the Af^riculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether one outsider has been taken as a Superinten- 
dent of A/?rirullure ijfnoring the claims of qualified and experienced 
District Af^ricultural Officers? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Head Master ol the Dacca Afjricultural 
Scdiool has been reverted to the post of tlie District Agricultural Otficer 
and a junior man has Ix'en apiM)inted in hi.s place? 

{(') Would the llon’hle Minister please state the reason of this 
supersession of a senior man l)\ a junior niait and of taking an outsider 
as Superiiiteiidenl ignoring the claims ot (jualified and experienced 
depart mental men? 

.(d) Would the llon’hle Minister please stale the names of the 
persons who have been taken as the Sui>eriiitendent and as the Head 
Master ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) The post of Superintendent of Agriculttire has been filled by direct 
recruilment in accordance with the rules. No question of super.session 
arises. 

(/>) Yes, the officiating Head Master reverted on permanent arrange- 
ment being made in his place. 

(c) These posts are inclmled in the Bengal Lower Agricultural 
Service appointment to which is ordinarily made by direct recruitment 
as the duties attached to them re<|uire higher technical qualiflcatioii 
than District Agricultural Officers in th^ Subordinate Agricultural 
Service, Olass I, generally jxissesa. The apiK>intment8 have therefore 
been made by selection on the advice of the Public Service Commission 
who considereil the claims of suitable officers of the Subordinate Agri- 
cultural Service/ Ulaas I, Ulong with those of outsiders. The case of 
the officiating Head Master of the Dacca Agricultural School was parti- 
cularly placed before the Commission who did not find him emtable for 
promotion. 
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(i) Mr. S. C. Roy (B.Sc. Agri., Wales) has been appointed Super- 
intendent of Agriculture, Tobacco, and Maulvi Faklirul Islam Waheed, 
the Head Master, Dacca Agricultural School. 

• • 

Dfa MALINAKSHA SANYALs ill the Hoii'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Fublic Service Coiiiiuissioii was 
required to recommend only two names and to admit two nHommenda- 
tions only from the department as regards depart lucntul promotionJ^ 

The Hon’We Nawab Khwaja HABiBULLAH Bahadur, of DaoeaS 

That body was asked to submit two names from outside and two name* 
from amongst offieer.s of the department for promotion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs ith regard to tlie two names 
recommended for promotiim fiom iht* department, is it a fact that th® 
references ol ail the ollicer.s similarl\ .situated wen* nt>t jdaced before th® 
Public Servic(‘ Commission? 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Most certainly, they were placed 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; K it a Imt that there was on® 
candidate approved, or supposed io he approved, who is not ♦‘ven a 
Matriculate and w*ho is himself in charge of Agri( ult ural •‘duration? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dami 

I am not aware of that. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact, Sir, that so fai as iliis 
officer, Jadu ?*Jath (.’hatterji is (aincerned, ho has fH‘<*n re\erte<l from 
the post of Superintendent of Agriculture. Tohaeco. e\en though lie hna 
extensive experience of this w'ork? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooes 

1 have already stated that these Hpjmintments are made by the I’ublt® 
Service Commission. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But his case was not referred UiP 

Tfii Hon’Ma Nawab Kftwaja HABIBULLAH BHiadur, of Utaasi 

Ye®, it was. 

Df. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Is it a that the Public Serviea 
Opgunisnion was induced to approve 

Mr. iPBANBRs Order, order. I diaallow the queatioa. 
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Dr. MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it a kct that Mr. Carbery, tiia 
Director of Afrnculture, saw the Chairman of the Public Service Com- 
mieeion — ■ — 

Mr. SPEAKER S Order, order. I must say that it is the definite 
practice of the Chair not to permit in this House any grave allegations 
against any responsible officer of Government except by way of a sub- 
stantive motion. This is not a matter which arises out of the question 
or the answer. How do you know that Mr. Carbery saw the Chairman 
of the Public Service Commission? It is neither in the question nor 
in the answer. A supplementary question is put only with a view to 
elicit such information as comes within the scope of the original ques- 
tion. You are not entitled to put supplementary questions relating to 
extraneous matters. You cannot bring in any new matter in a supple- 
mentary (|uesfion, particularly any question which involved any grave 
allegations. 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My supplementary question 
originully was this: if it is a fact that the Public Service Commission 
was not apprised of the cases of ell similarly placed officers, and to 
this question the Hon’ble Minister replied “No”, and then in order to 
elicit further information T put another supplementary question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot elicit that information by putting a 
supplementary question. You can only do it by giving notice of a 
fresh question. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to stat^* for how many years the reverted Head Master officiated 
as the Head Master of the Daeca Agricultural School? 


The Hoti*Me Nawab Khwaje HABIBULLAH BMuMiur, of Deooes 

I want notice, Sir. 


Mr. AHMED H08AIN: On a point of information, Sir. Is the 
question in its present form likely to elicit* sufficient information? 


Mr. BREAKER: The prac'tice is for a member to be informed of the 
form in which a question is* admitted, and if there is any difficulty, hit 
difly is not to raise the matter on the floor of the House, but to represent 
it to me in my office. 
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Ntiif MMl in the Caibamlia tubdivitiwi, Rafigpur. 

MWi Mf« AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge ol the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be ideased to state— ■ 

(a) how many new roads were constructed by the Rangpur District 
Board, in the Gaibandha sulMlivision, by money advanced 
by Government to it for test relief w(»rk, during the years 
1930-34 ; and 

(h) the actual amount spent for these new roads H 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: {a) Only one village 
road. 

(6) Almut Its. 600, 


Detenu Chitterenjan Cuba. 

M09. Mr. «I0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the llonble 

Minister in charge of the ( laiU) IK'partmcnt be pleased to 

state — 

(а) whether detenu (/hittaranjan Gulia, a Ikjv aged 19 years, 

has been transferred to the Dum-Dum Indnstrial Training 
(•amp to learn uinbrolla-niaking in spile of his desire to 
prosecute his studies in the general line and his unwilling- 
ness to adopt \imhrella-niHking as hi-., future jrrofession 

(б) Is it a fact — 

(r) that his consent was not obtained Indore sending him 
to tire training camp and ho has in formed the Govern- 
ment of his unwillingness to remain there; and 

(fV) that the said detenu has been wntinually sutferiiig in the 
camp from malaria and ear troubles, and is it a fact that 
he is suspected of having tuln^n uIosIm infei-fion and hae 
been X-Rayed!^ 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state what 

arrange in cuts for his treatment have In^eii madeP 

(d) Do the Government contemplate to reb^ase him forthwith to give 

him [iroper facilities for treatment and ethnalion? 

Tlie HOflHlIe Ktnvigi 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Both the detenu end bis 
father wanted transfer to a training camp in the earlv jmit of 1037, 
but it wds impossible to carry this out until Octcd)er. After getting 
to the camp, the detenu changed his mind and orders for his releay 
have sinc^ been iaaued. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no answer has been given to question (b) (u) 
which says: “that the said detenu has been continually suffering in 
the camp from malaria and ear troubles, and is it a fact that he is 
suspected of having tuberculosis infection and lias been !^-rayed**P 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have replied in a com- 
prehensive manner, Sir, and I submit that in view of the fact that the 
detenu is going in be released, the answer is quite sufficient. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: <tn a question of privilege, Sir. 
Is it permissible for the Hon’bie Minister to say that because a detenu 
may be relea.sed nothing of liis previous history should be given? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hold that it the answer of an Hon’bie Minister 
is not salisf}i(‘tor\ to members as regards the pf)inis on which informa- 
tion is sought, tiie Hon’ble Minister eoncerned should answer more 
fully at the earliest posHil)le opportunity. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Thanks. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state when, un<l on what date, the order for his release was 
issued ? 

• Th« Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice, Sir 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. In spite of these two questions, the Hon’bie Minister has not 
cared to give an anwser, and 1 submit, the House is entitled to get 
a complete answer from ibe Hon’bie Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already indicated that the Hon’bie 
Minister should give an answer at the earliest possible opportunity. 


Training in umbrollaHwaking in the Detenu Industrial Training Camp 
at DuiiK^Dum. 

M10. Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’Ue 
Miniaief in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 

etate— 

(a) wheihejr the Qovamment fixed any period for oompleiion ol 
trainiiig ia umbrella-making in the Detenu Induibtial Traia* 
ing Ckttp at Dun-Dum; 
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( 6 ) if 80, is the maximum period 8 months ; 

(c) whether detenu Shibdas Ganguli» ag'ed 19 years, is runnin;^ 

the ninth month of his detention in (he training ramp after 
completion of his training course; 

(d) do the Government contemplate his release forthwith!^ If not, 

why not ? 

Tho Honlile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) and The training 
period is between 8 and 12 months de|>ending on the progress made by 
the trainee. 

(c'l and (d) The detemi ha's been leleased. 


Allowances to detenus. 

Mil. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) N the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister made a statement in tlie Press that the detenus were released 
on the condition to notify diange of adtlreHS to the looal authoiiiics for 
the facilitie>s of the (io\ eminent to reach tlie allow am for »»ne vear 
to the released detenus in proper time and addresses? 

(h) If the statement is (anrect, are the leleased detenu*' gilting 
their allowances in time? 

(c'l If the answer to clause (/>) is in the affirmative, why cj'-dettiflir^ 
Babu Bhabanidas Ghakravarty, son of late Nil Untan ('hakravarl v, of 
Tang^ail, is not getting hia allowances in time? 

The Hofi'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The statement maile wa» 
to the effect that they w’ould be eligible for an allowance for six months. 
Such allowances are obtainable on application to the District Magis- 
trate and no separate order of Government is necessary unless it is 
proposed to consolidate the detenu’s own allowance with an allowance 
for his family. In the case referral to a (onsolidated allowance has 
lieen sanctioned with retrosjiective effect. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the HonHde Minister b« 
pleased to state definitely Vhat is the amount of allowance given to 
detenus, and whether it is a fact that a large number of released detenus 
are passing their days without any allowance whatsoever? 


TIm KImmIi Sir NAZIMUOOINt It is quite possiUe 

a oertain* number of detenus have not received their alWanqei yet^ 
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but in sll cases a reference should be made to the District Magistrate 
concerned who sanctions the allowance. The cases of detenus where 
a consolidated allowance is given, i.s., where a man not only gets a 
personal allowance but an allowance is given to his family as well, 
nnd the two allowances have got to be consblidated into one -lump 
gum — those cases only come up before Government. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has not given any answer to my question as to 
the amount (»f allowance given to detenus? 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 sliould think that the Hon’ble Minister has 
answered your question. 


Datenu Babu Jagatjjit Sarcar. 

*112. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: un Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in (charge of Home (Special) Department l>e ])leased to state — 

(f) whether detenu Babu Jagatjjit Sarcar is interned in the village 
Hatibundha, district II an gjnir; and 
(ti) that the place is insanitary and the condition of his health 
is bad? 

(//) Do the Govtunmcnt grant him any allowance? 

{<'1 Is it a fa(‘t that the parents of the said detenu are not getting 
any infonuatiou alH>ut their son in spite of the repeated petitions to 
the (loverninent? 


The Hon’Ma Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: The detenu is now living 

with h is family in his home in ('alcutta. 


Mr. NIHARSNDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether any allowance has been granted 
to Jagatjjit Sarcar? 


Tlw Hon’DIa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIll: T ask for notice, Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. Notice hm already keen given to Government whether Govern- 
ippDt grant him any allowance. What further notice does the 
Hon ’hie Minister require? 
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Tht ften’Mf Ktiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I belieTe that ha is 
getting an allowance. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I submit. Sir. that the 
reply of the Hon’ble Minister should be authoritative and not vague. 
His reply should not be based on mere conjecture and hedged with such 
expressions as “I believe”, and so on. 


The Hon’bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, an far as the amount 
of allowanae is comcrncd, 1 iisk for iiolii t*. I liavi* nothing further to 
add. 


Discretionary grants at the disposal of District Magistrate, 
Munshiganj. 

M13. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM ViKRAMPURt: Will the 

Uon’ble Ministei in (barge ()f the Revenue Ih'pai tinent Im‘ |dea‘».'«l t(. 
lay on the table a detailed statement showing 

(a) the sum g^iveu each \(*a!. H)dO t(> VXM. h\ ihc llengal (lovern* 
merit a.s discretiouarv fund at tin* disjxisal of the District 
Magistrates, or the Additional Magistrates, as tlu’ case lim\ 
be, and the Sulxlivisional Magistrate of Munshiganj; 

ih) the purt>ose, area and the amount of money s|H*nt by the l>ii^"^ 
trict Magistrates, Aditit tonal District Magistrates, as the 
case may he, and the SulMlivisi(Uial Magistrates; 

(c) the amount of mom*v Hj¥*ni in the areas where the Mussalinans 
and Namasudras are in ])re|Mmderating numtiei ; and 

(fl) the numlier of Mii.Hsalman.«. .md Namasudras Umetited by their 
allotment ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The amounU 

allotted to the District Magistrates aic shown in a statement placed on 
the table. No discretionary gr.int is given bv IbAcrnment to Addi- 
tional Subdivisional Magistrates. 

(6> Diatritt Magistrates »iM*nd their grant.s within their lesliective 
districts on the pur]>o‘'cs specified in paragraph 13d at jwigc 89 of the 
Bengal Audit Manual. 

(c) A Statement is laid (hi the Tabraiy ti^de. 

(d) As jdiscretionai-y grants are not distributed among individualf 
it is not possible to calculate the iiuml>er of individuals benefited. 
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Statement referred to in ike reply to claute (a) of ttarred question 
No. 113, showing the amount placed each year from 1930 to 1937 
by the Bengal Government as discretionary grants at the disposal 
of the District Magistrates. 

X Year. Amo^t of discretionary grants 

placed at the disposal of 
District Magistrates. 





^ Rs. 

50,500 




25,250 

]!)3‘2-3rt 



25,250 

1933-34 



25,250 

1934-35 



25,250 

1935-36 



25,250 

1936-37 



25,250 

1937-38 



25.250 


Detenus, home internees and prisoners. 

M14. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM YIKRAMPURI: {a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in of the Home (Sj)o<ial) Department he 

pleased to lay on the table a statement sliouing for the present — 

(t) the number of — 

(1) detenus, 

(2) liome interntH‘s, 

prisoners under Ke^nilation III, 

(4) political prisoners in the Andamans, and 
(6) other political prisoners of Vikrainpur: and 

(t») the numl>er still unrelea.sed of prisoners of the Munshiganj 
subdivision ? 

f 

(b) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what principle has been adopted in releasing the political 

priaoneTs ; aa^ 

(u) whether Government contemplate their unoonditio|ud rtletii 

within a short time and {Ht>visioii for their appmntanntef 
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Tht Hill'Wi Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) I regfret that separate 

Btatistioa for the area are not maintained and cannot be compiled without 
an expenditure of time and labour which GoTernment are unable to 
accept. 

(/>) The hon’ble member is referred to the statement made by me in 
this House on the 9th Aupust, 1937, the communique issued^ on 4he 
18th November, 1937, and the communique issued on the oth Jonuarj* 
1938. 


Extension of service. 

M15. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Iloirhle Minister in 
charge of the Finance Depaitiiient be pleusctl to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of stopping extensions of 
service by making or amendin^j: the cNisiin^^ rules in that connection ^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; .\s extensions of 
service are sonietinK's u(‘ce>sar\ in the interests of the public service, 
Government do not propo‘'C t<t phne an ahnidutc \»‘to on estcnsinins of 
^e^vlee The rules a** repaid** exleii’^ioiis aie alreaily sufhcituit ly strict 
and iHt aineiidnient of llnun is «oiisidenMl necessar> 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if the rules as rei^rards extension ate not sjii(>il\ (d>scrved 
tlie differtuit districts and in the rlillercnt departments of ( io\ ernmenl , 
and tour. fi\e or even six extensions are planted.'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I do not know, 

] will enquire. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Is the Hon hie Minister 

aware ttiat 43 men out of (>3 in the < ivil departments of (foveinmeiit are 
on exlemsion, altiiou^li tlii'V havr attainc(! the af'e of ooj' 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: As I have already 
said, I am not aware of it. T will make crojuiries. 

Observation of the Hon’ble Bpeaher regarding unauthorised oiroulation 
of iMunphlets In the Assendily Chamber. 

• • 

Mr. BREAKER: Before I take up the other item* I mu«t inform 

tbe House "that my attention ba« been drawn to some newspaper or greeb 
pamphlet that has been distributed and placed on the tablet of the 
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members of ibis House. I miist very strougly coudeniB sueli uu- 
autborised circulation in this House wbicb may perhaps be intended 
for carrying on propaganda by individual members. I shall take 
serious notice if there is repetition of*this practice in future. But I 
hope this warning will be sufficient, and members will kindly note that 
w^oul the permission of the Speaker no one should circulate any 
newspapei or pamphlet in the Chamber. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund Bill, 1987. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Before you take up the business 
of the House, may we, Sir, now have your ruling on the point of 
privilege raised the other day with regard to the question of Money 
Bills in relation to the other House. I am afraid, the same arguments 
will apply to the Famine Insurance Bill also. 

Mw SPEAKER: What do y(»u want me to answer exactly with 
reference to the particular Bill. We will take up the point of privilege 
lin its appropriate time. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I have your 
pcTimsHion to m<»ve the amendment 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Unless 
your ruling is forthooming before this Bill is moved at this stage in 
its present form I might be in diffieuhy. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not know how my niling affects the moving 
of this Bill. ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This Bill proposes to have a certain 
sum of money set apart for the creatjon of a Famine Insurance 
Fund. Its. 5 lakhs was proposed in this House and the Council 
has recommended Rs. 10 lakhs. In the first place, we have to know 
whether the Council has had the previous sanction of the Governor 
to having this amendrient moved there under sectiod 82 * and 
secondly, as I fipd that this is going to be a charge on the revenuef ^ 
of this province, whether you permit it to be changed in dny way hy 
the Council and, even if the Governor’s previous pennission wae 
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obtained by the other House, whether you require a Iresh permission 
before tkU can be considered in this House and whether that consent 
is obtained. 

* 

Mr. tPEAKER: 1 do not undersUind your point of convention. 
Do yon agree that so far as the law is concerned it is within the 
competence of the Council to d<f that? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: So far as the moving of the afnend- 
ment is concerned it can only be done with tlie previous consent of 
the (Jovernor. That point is quite clear. But alwut the present case 
we have no clear provision in the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it a convention?' 

Or. NALItlAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, and I would ask the 
House to stand by the timeworn convention of all |>opulur Houses, ond 
create this convention here by not jo'cepting the amendment at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Dr. S^inyal. your point is that it should 
be the privilege of this Hou.se alone, by mutual arrangement, that all 
matters affecting finance should be initiated and taken up here and 
then sent to the Council. I can quite oppreciate that position; but 
unfortunately that convention cjrn only be followed provided Iwth the 
Houses agree. I cannot possibly, sit in this House, create a conven- 
tion requiring the other House to follow it. That will he against all 
conventions. For the time being, the only question that is open to aukw 
is to see whether it is in order. Hut I do not think it is within the 
competence of tlie Speaker to {juestion the legality of a decision as 
regards the njethod of procedure in a matter followed by the other 
House. Suppose a Bill is piissed here, it would similarly he not 
de.sirable for the other House to try to find out whether the require- 
ments of niles and procedure had been fulfilled. K<»r example, 
3ertain sanctions or recommendations are re(|iiired whether these 
things have been done or not, it is for this House and this House alone 
to decide. I think Dr. Sanyal will agree with me that once a pro- 
ceeding is finished its validity s]||pMild not be questioned. It is only in 
the House where it is required that should ordinarily be the place to 
decide it. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8A|^YAL: May I know where you get that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Section 87, which says that “the validity of any 
pix>oeedings in a Provincial Legislature shall not be called to question 
on the gfound of any alleged irregularity offprocedure“ . 

Or, imLINAKtHA SANYAL: That i« irilh i«g.ni to ooiift. 
Will you kindly eee the marginal iiftesP 
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Mr. IPEAKER: I am Sony, but I think my lawyer friends will 
agree with me that the marginal notes are never intended to take 
away the clear meaning of u section in an Act. Anyway, there are 
only two issues : one is the question of convention, and Jl have given 
my decision bearing on this. The other question is that of 
law as to whether this amendment is in order or not. Dr. Sanyal will 
1 think agree with me that section 82, as I have interpreted it, 
provides that a Hill making provision us required under sei tion 82 (i) (b) 
and (f‘) cannot Ih> inlrofluced excepl in this House. But there is no 
bar to an amendment being moved. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: S<dion 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think Dr. Sanyal i.s carried away by his own 
ideas iustol of hearing what others say. 1 tlraw his attention to the 
question of introduction of a Bill. Here the section siiys; “A Bill 
or amendimMit making pro\ision .shall not he introduced or moved 
except on the teixmimendation of tin* (Jovernor and a Bill making 
such provision shall not he introdu((‘d in a Legislative Loiincir’ 
[82(7)(cj,| In other words, the latter part does not ixmtrol the 
amendment at all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; The lattei pmt does not- - 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, it would in* irnp<»ssi})le for iiie to carry 

if .vou make interruptions like this. The previous p^irt is only 
ooneernerl w'itli the reeomniendalion ol the liovernor and the latter 
iwrt <iiily eoneerned as to where a Bill hut not amendment is to 
he inlixnlueed, These are two sepaiate issues so far as this Bill is 
conccrnetl. The (juestion whether the amendment has been passed 
in tlie other House on the recxunmendation of the Governor is a matter 
which I would he very reluctant to find out oidiriarily; that is a 
mutter for tliat House to enquire and I should pre.sume generally that 
what was <lone >vh.s done in accordance wuth requirements of law. 
It is certainly wdihin my jurisdiction U) find out w’hether it can be 
introduced here or not. T find that this Bill is a Bill which was 
intWKluced in this House and as such w'hen it did go to the other House 
an amendment pro|K)sed was permissihle. Any way. for the time being, 
as T liav^e interpreted, there is no bar to this Money Bill being amended 
in the other Hoti.se in the manner it has been done. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, may I take it that the 
whole Bill will l>e throwm open for discussion and any amendments are 
permissible F , 

* Mr. iPRAKEII I Tea; so long as they are relevant. Onrftulet and 
Standing Orders are that only relevant things can be movied. 
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im.f 

Mil TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: May I kaow if any tuotiou for 
rejection or reduction of the uiHouut passed by the other House is 
permissible F 

Ml*. SPEAKER* Ihat luotiou will W in nrtltM*. AVIiou n motion is 
moved you can discuss every aspect of that motion. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: TImnk you. Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ti» move that the 
follow aineiulment made tlo* jh*u^*al (Wncil to the 

l’'inuiiu‘ Insurance I'und liil!. Ik laki n intt) consitli«iaium, 

nuiiiclv , “lliat in chnHe I itn tlic wt-nl 'five’ lln* wtud ‘leu’ sub- 
stituted.” 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Si?, iii;i\ I at this stage ank if the 
anieiidnient moved h\ tin* Ilon'ltlc Miui-lc? Iu^^ ^ot (lie previous consent 
of the Governor F 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think any jirevious 

sanction is ueces'^ary. beiaus< it i- assumed that the sanetion lias already 
been obtained in the l.t'gislain t ('oumil and, therefore, as the thing 
has come from there no further sanction is noce-isary here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Si?, an* \«mi going to have this 
assiimjition F 

Mr. SPEAKER:! do not think I will he :i partv (n giving any further 
power to the Governor tlian what is already there. I think that it if 
within the competence of thi.s House to (onsider this motion and I hold 
that this motion is in order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is mv difficulty: 1 want to 
know whether the motion which has jii‘*t been moved or the amendment 
which i.s now proposefl has got the prevnms saro ti<ui ef the Governor. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Tlie pn^dso to section Hi? (/> of the Government of 
India Act says that a Bill or Hmcndmenf shall not be introduced or 
moved except on the recommendation of the Governor. Here tihe pro- 
cedure be adopted i« this: Wliatever tiyght hove occurred in tht 
Council we are not going to take that into account. We are going to 
conaider tjie 'motion that is before us, as if it haa come from iha Ottifr 
Houae. 

5 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I submit tbftt Government are 
not moving any amendment whatsoever. They are simply placing an 
amended Bill before the House and moving that that amended Bill may 
be approved. 

Mr, SPEAKER; I do not uudeiHlaiuI bow this pro-edure has been 
arrived at. Do you mean to say that Government are merely placing the 
Bill lx‘fore the House and that you do not formally move that amend- 
ment, Sir Na/imnddinf 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We do, Sir. The thing 
has heen amended already. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on are mo\ing a fresh aim'inlment . 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It ha. aheady been 
amended. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Bui that h as not Ih'eii amended h\ thi. House. 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That has been amended 
by the Legislalive Council. 

Mr, SPEAKER: But where is the motion? 

mmmit 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It means the motion which 
is placed before flic House for discussion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the House may adjourn for 
prayer now. We can di.seuss the matter after adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes. The prayer adjouniiuent comes in here very 
conveniently. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After mljourmneitt.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: My attention was drawn ju.st before we adjourned 
for a few minutes for prayer to the procedure which we should follow 
in the matter of a Bill returned to this House. I have since then seen 
the Rules and Standing Orders of this House. Under seciion 79 of the 
Bengal JiCgislatiive As8enV)ly Rules and Standing Orders, if* a motion 
that the amendtbents b<' taken into consideration is carried, the Speaker 
shall put the amendtoents to the Assembly, in such manner as he thinlca 
moat oonvenient for their consideration. This contemplates two stagea. 
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The iint Btage is to move that the aiiieiHhi)ent8 he taken into considera- 
tion. It is at this stag^e that the Hon ’hie Minister has moved that the 
amendment in connection with the Famine Insurance Fund Bill be 
taken into honsideratidn. The next sta^re will eome when the sjHK'ifie 
amendment which has been carried iii the other House would 1 h* placed 
ajrain before this House. That is a matter which, under the Rules, the 
Speaker has to put in sm h manner as he thinks most convenient for the 
consideration of the House. Without mukinij a final decision in the 
matter of procedure, the procedure that 1 wish to fidlow for tlio time 
heinj? is this: the nmtitm has i>een mo\ed and it will he opt*n to discus- 
sion and after that I uill jdace the molir)ii Wdnie tie* llou^c. If the 
motion is carried then I will )d;n‘»‘ one amendment after another. Each 
of these amendments will he open to disenssum ami phnaal hefnre the 
House. If it is carried, then a ine^>a^^* in .aciordain c wiili Itule Si) of 
the Rules and Standing” Orders will he sent to the other House, whether 
the amendment has been airreed tn (*i disagreed or further amended. 
That is the proce»]ure winch I wish \n t(dlow for the lime being wiihout 
taking any final deeision definitelv in the matter, hecausc it wtmld 
reifuire more looking into a^ to what nur fuluie pM»ccdure ought h» he. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: May f draw \oui attention. Sir, to 
Rule 8‘.v*, when* it is stated that in the case of a (iovenmieiit Hill any 
member on behalf of (tovernnieiil . or in tin* case id an\ other Hill, any 
member may give notice of In^ intention to move that tin* Hill he taken 
into eonsiilerat ion y 1 pn-'-ninc ihat aM f»r«ling to tlnv inle. tlo* lfi»n - 
Minister has given nnii((‘ <it ”< on-idcraiion” -.<» that the ipiestion 

of amendments does not arise at all. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 think. Dr. Sanyal, if you follow the practiie and 
convention wdiich is followed in (‘onnection with all Hills, you will see 
that the first stagn* i< to take tlo* Hill into consideration. Take any 
particular Hill, containing say, se( tions. 'Flje Minister in charge or n 
member in cliarg’e mo\i»s that the liill he takiui into i-oiisiderat ion, hut 
he does not move the < lau'-es. No motion al>out the clauses is iiiov^mI at 
all. The fa(‘t that a motion that a Hill he taken info ( onsideraf ion is 
passed, ifh<o facto impli«*s that the House is iiielmed to proieed with all 
the clauses of the liill, and as such, supposing there is no amendment b* 
any particular clause of the Hill, the .SjM*aker immediately places liefore 
the House the question, namely, that the question la*fore the Houm* is 
that claust* so and so stand part of the Hill. It i» exactly the same pro- 
cedure that has Wn followed here, ii.amel\. the first stage implten that 
as soon the motion is carried it denotes that the House wants the 
amendments which have been moved tf» la? taken into eonsidemtion. 
(Dr. NauxAksha Saityal: Separately!') Yes, separately. They wMl 
be taken into consideration separately, one after another, and if there is 
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any amendment, the Speaker will immediately place tliat amendment 
before the House, specifically. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it your 'ruling that these • two 
stages < an be taken on one and the same dayP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, there is no bar to their being taken on the 
same day. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May 1 point out that the motion 
which is now placed before this House for consideration is this parti- 
cular ameiidnicnt and nothing else? So will it be open to the House to 
go into the other clauses of the Bill? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es, if perniissible under llie rules, you can. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have nothing 
further to state. It is purely a formal matter and I hope the House 
will agree to it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Af tiii^ no dUcussjon ot the 
aniendnients can he taken int(» consideration *r 

SPEAKER: Y^es, you ma\ do so, if you desii'e. 

I will simply take one amendment aftei* another and ask the House 
its ojdnion, (M course it is ojieii to the House to discuss this matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We would like t<» discuss the 
ameiidmeut, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is o|»eu to discussion. (After a pause) 
1 lake it, therefore, that there is no intention to discuss the question 
at this stage. Therefore I put the question : The question is that the 
aiucmliucut made by the Bengal Ix^gislalive (\)nncjl to the Bengal 
Fa mi tic Insuraucf' Fund Bill, Ht-tT. be tjrkeu into < oiisideratioii. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is the amendment 
which has been made to the Bengal Famine In^uranfe Fund Bill, 1837, 
namely, that, in clause 4 for the word “five” the word "ten*' be 
substituted. 

* Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But, Sir, this motion has not yet 

been moved. 
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Ufa SPEAKER: I have already decide<l that no actual moving ia 
neceiaary. This motion is now open to discussion. 

Dr. NAJLINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

May I just oppose this amendment, not so much with a view to show 
that we, on this side of the House, are in any way less anxious to make 
ample provision for famine insurauc'c, hut l)e4'ause of two fundamental 
principles. The meml)ers of this House are already aware of the 
various kinds of reservation that have l>een made in the halanres of 
the Government of Bengal. The Hon’hle the Finance Minister, in 
course of his budget statement, hH> stated that, although ho has got a 
veiy hig amount as surpln**, yet this surplus is not really a “free’* 
surplus, because a iiart of it, a very suhstantial |mrt of it, has to !bo 
kept with the Reserve Bank of India as (Jovernment's minimum 
balance. There are aFo other (Motions that have got to Im* reserved 
for certain subventions. I submit that this sort of eai-mnrking of 
lyalances will lead to seiions ('onmlications bn* future yeai'* when 
in eaier^enci(*s we may have to draM' upon onr oun balances. I feel 
that in a (wirlicnlar year il we drj not ha\e nnne than a certain suin, 
namely, Rs. 5 lakhs to sjMMnl u^ the nr)frhlc l-ifiance Minister, ami the 
Revenue Miiiistei made it ( leai in the |».o*t. there iv no meaning in 
setting apart a larger sum ju'*t n(*w to give a ni.ui to tlie h amine 
Insurance Fund. I know that after a few \ears tlieie cannot \)e any 
meaning of making a iK'ginning cither with Rs. i) lakh.'^ er Rs. 10 lakhs, 
but for the next two or three year.*^ it will matter. In tin* sei'oml pLmimii* 
as I have already made clear in the course oi iiiv privilege motion, 1 
object to the interference of the la^gislative (%uincil in matters of finan- 
cial adjustment and financial disjiensation 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Are you opisKMing the amcmlment (U sup- 
porting the amendment? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My fiieml ought to he able to 
understand from the trend of my arguments that I am opiioning. T 
find that althongli this House has not got the technical poacr to 
refuse to discuss this changed Bill as amended in the (A>unril, there 
is certainly the i>ower of this House to create a convent i<>n by refusing 
to Accept any alteratiiui in <be Bill as was passed by this As^mibly. 
By so doing we shall create the healthy <'Oiiveiition assuiniiig maxi- 
mum power for the democratic body in a bicameral legislature which 
is enjoyed by every democratic state in the w*orld. I, therefore, have 
to expose thia amendment and I would most sincerely heg of the 
members of the Assembly to oppose this anfrndrnent so that there may 
be a conveetion created that in money matters we shall not broek 
any interference by the Ckmncil. 
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In thii pnrticttlar Bill apart from the provision for increasing the 
initial contribution from Es. 6 lakhs to Rs. 10 lakhs, there is the pro- 
posal which involves also an increase in the charged revenue of the 
Government. Section 82 of the Government 9 ! India Act does lay- 
down that in every case of increase of charged expenditure no Bill or 
amendment can be moved without the previous consent of the Gov- 
ernor and no Bill can be iniiiatwl by the Council. In this case although 
it was not in the form of a Bill this increase, 1 submit, was initiated 
l>y the tk)uncil and I would like to ask the honourable members of this 
liouse if they would accept this |X)silion of subsen-ience to the (Vuincil 
in maUers of money. With these words, Sir, 1 opix)se this motion 
for laisiiig the amount from Its. 5 lakhs to Its. 10 lakhs. 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, let me, first of all, 
deal with the second iwint that has been raised. The important point 
as regards a Finance Bill is that it should not be initiated in the Legis- 
lative (k)uncil. But the question of amendment is t^uite different. 
The right of initiation has l»een left to the liegishitive Assembly, the 
House which is the !TpreHeutati\e laxly. The Legislative Council can 
amend any Bill that has hetui initiated in the Legislative Assembly, 
but it has got to come hack t() the Legislative Ass(Muhly. Therefore, 
1 do not see how the luivilege of the Assembly is in any way affected 
by this, and Wsides that where th(‘ Legislative (’ouncil has got a right 
according to the law, merely by convention nou ( atniot lake away that 
right e 8 {)ecially when that body is not an agreeing jnirty. Therefore, 
Isuggest that unless there enn l>e some kind of amicable arrangement 
between the members of the Legislative Council and of the liOgislative 
Assembly, this question is not a practical projwsition, and it is not 
advisable for this Bouse to e\pn‘.s.s any opinion on it at the present time, 
Iwc'QUse that only estranges the relationship between the two Houses. 

The second point is that tin* ILin’hh* the Finance Minister in making 
the budget speech drew tin* attention of tin* MemlM*is »)f this House to 
the fact that in stating that the one crore is not a free balance, he took 
into consideration (he additional five lakhs that he has to provide over 
and above that which has already Wen provided in the Bill. Besides 
that, actually it does not, from the financial jxunt of view, make very 
much difference. Thi.s money Government are committed to provide 
ultimately. The question is whether it should W hv means of an 
annual contribution of two lakhs or wheil^r Government should pro- 
\dde for 5 lakhs now and ultimately make up the other 2 lakhs in 
another four or five years. In certain resjxH'ts it is advisable to do so 
now, because you have got the available surplus, and this money you 
can put in a Banic and re.sefve it f<ir famine insurance. It may be that 
i\^ 0 e years hciK'e, God ftirbid, there is a serious famine and your finan- 
cial ix)sition at that time i.s bad, and you may not be in a pJwition to 
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build up this fund. So if the members of this House consider tbai the 
buildiii^ up of a famine insurance fund is in the best interests of the 
public* of the masses, of the poor people, then it is better to have that 
fund available as quickly as possible, so that in case of an emergency 
there was nwessity for\irawing of this money. From the point of view 
of the masses and the agriculturists I do not see how any memW can 
oppose the building up of this fund which is going to he used in the 
case of an emergency, in the case of relieving distress, esfwcially when 
the money is available. It is a fact that this money is l)eing given 
away in preference to some other (laim, but this is l)eing done as the 
budget surplus is there available and T do not see why we should not 
put in five lakhs if it is there. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sa.xyai. : It is a ques« 
tion of 10 lakhs.) As far as the first five lakhs is eoncerned, this House 
has already agreed to that, and it is the other Hve lakhs with which I am 
now (onc.erncd here. (Dr. Nai.invksih Hanyai. : Whnt about the 
Governor’s san(*tiony) The SpeaktoV ruling very clear, and T do not 
want to say anything which will huv»* ajiytliing to <1(» with (he Sjw'aker’a 
decision on this (picstion. And 1 think the SjM'akcr has enunciated a 
])rincip]e to-day which is not onl> sound hut is also in the U'st interests 
uf both the Houses. The idea oi eritieising or liiiding out whether the 
procedure fidlowed in tlie othet House is legal or ilh*gal. eorroet or 
incorrect, is not going to he of iin\ whatsoeNef, eN|M*eijilly when there 
arc technical mistakes supposed to have l>e«'n committed w’hich can l)C 
corrected under Section 100. Therefore 1 do n(»t think this question 
i.s of any imiK)rtancc wliatsoe\cr in view of the ruling which has b(‘cn 
given hy the Sfieaker, and I hope ilie House will support this Hill. ^ ^ 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: In view of the observations made 
hy the Hon’ble Minister, may 1 assure him and llie House on the 
authority of my Deputy I.eader that on (he merits of this (piestion we 
are entirely in accord with what the Hoirhle Minister has said (hat an 
increase in the h amine Insurance fund is really called for and justified 
at the pre.sent moment having regard to the surplus which is available P 
But so far as the other point i.s concerned, Dr. Sanyiil has raised the 
<}ue8tion of privilege and position of the House, and it is unfortunate 
that it had l>een raised in thi.-> eonnectiou. Bui because this is the 
first Bill before the House which involves the i^.iue. I may say again 
that so far as the merits of this provision are eoncerned, we are entirely 
in favour of the increased provision. 

Th* HoB’Wa Khwaja wf HAIIMUODIMs May I fpenk n word by 

way of iwrsonal explanation? Tin- im-mtHTs war*- objcliiiK to th. 
Bill on a point of principle 

0 • 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the atafemont wade by Mr. Saatosk 
Eamnr Btsu. I think no |ierw>nal explan.lion from you ix cnllei! for. 
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Dr« NALINAKtHA SANYALs 1 did make it clear also at tke 
▼ery beginning that we are not opposed to the increased provision, but 
in spite of that if the Hon’ble Minister puts a mischievous interpreta- 
tion, he is wrong. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, the Inst part of your statement is wholly 
unparliamentary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. 1 beg to withdraw the word ''mis- 
chievous” and instearl of “miHchievoiis” I say, unfortunate interpre- 
tation. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I hope, the atmosphere has now been cleared, so 
far as the anier^nient is concerned. 

The motion that in danse 4 for the word “tive” the \\m'd be 

suhslitutcd nas then put and agived to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The necessary message would be sent by 
Secretary. 

The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Presidents and Speakers Salaries) 

Bill, 1937. 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALIMI RANdAN BARKER: Sir, I beg to move 
the following amendments, made by the llengal Legislative 
Council, to the iiengal U^gislali\c Chamlxws (Pic>ii]cijt.H and Spcikers 
8altiri(<s) Jlill, lO-’IT, la* taken inio consideration, namely: — 

{i) that in clause 2 {a} for the words "one thousand five humlred” 
the words “two thousand” be substituted, and 

(ii) in clause 2 (c) for the words “two thousand”, the words 
“three thousand” be substituted. 

The motion that the amendments made hy the Bengal I/egi^lutive 
Council, to the Bengal l^egislative (’hamlHUN t.Li'esidcnts and '>p<*aker 3 
Salaries) Bill, UKH, l)e taken into consideration, was put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would now like to know exactly what procedure 
the Government wants to follow with regafd to this BillJ' 

The Hon'hit Khwtjt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, what we would like 
to know is whether this ^jBouse agrees with the amendmeiK or not. 
Because, that is the point. If it does not agree with the amendment 
&at has been moved, then it baa got to go back to the Counbil again. 
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Mr* 40CESH CHANDRA GUPTA: My 8ubmig8ion is this. This 
House hiks passed a Bill and in the other House when the Bill was 
placed^ they proposed certain amendments and when it came back to 
this House, the motion was put and this House has decided not to take 
into consideration those*amendraents. Therefore the Bill as originally 
passed after having been sent to the other House now will be made into 
Law. The Bill as originally passed had gone there. If the amendment 
was taken into consideration then there could have been a question of a 
changed or an amended Bill going up again. I think the Speaker has 
already given his verdhd 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Mr. Gupta is partly right and partly 
wrong. The correct procedure in this ca.se is that insteail of taking 
every single item of tiie aniendnient item by item the House has not 
taken into consideration the Bill at all. The sum total of tliat is that 
the House does not agree in s\jbhtance with any of the amendments that 
have been put to the Hou.se. The onl\ alternative therefore is for me as 
the Speaker of this House to send a message under Itule 80 tliat this 
Assembly disagrees with the amendments which have been proposed, 
and it is for Government thereafter to take up the matter further ns is 
necessary under the Law. 

There is no other official business loKlay. The House stands 
adjourned. 

Adjournment. 

The House wa.s tlien adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on ednesday, the 
2iid March, 1938, at tlie Assemldy ILmse, Calcutta. 
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Pro6e0iliiift of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 


Tuk Assembly met iu the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 2iid March, 1938, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’bie Khuii Bahadur M. Azi/cl Haque, 
in the Chair, eleven Hon’bie Ministers and 218 members. 


STARRED QUESmONS 

(to which oral aniwert were ghren) 

•115A. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: Will the Hon’blc Minister in 
chaise of lh(‘ Uovenue Dejmitiiient be pleasc^l to state — 

((^/) whether it is u fact that rents are })eing“ realised from the 
tenants of tlie Court of Wards estates by the adoption of 
Certificate Procedure in these days ot economic distress; 
(h) if the answer to (o) is in the aflinnative, are the Government 
considering- the desiraldlity of discontinuing the practice at 
once? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: in) and (/>) The instructions 
of the Court arc to make divseriminate use of this procedure and Govern- 
ment believe that these instructions are l>eing followed. 

It has Wen decided, however, to susju*nd the issue of fresh certificates 
for the colleidion of rent in the ('ourt of Wards and Government estates 
for a |H*ri(id of two years, from the Wt of Buinnkh 1345 B.S. Orti- 
firate.s (for one year’s I'cnt only) whir h are ner essary to jrrevent arrears 
of rent from being burred by limitatitm, may, however, l)e filed before 
that date. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hou’ble (he Chief 
Minister consider the desirability of bringing a fresh legislation in the 
light of the ex|>erienoe gainwl in the course of susjjension of the issue 
of fresh certificates during these two year.s? 

Hon’blt Mr. A. k 1 FAZLUL HUQ: 1 may add, Sir, in answer 
fa the question that has been put, that U.wnrds the end of this period 
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of twa years Government will consider the desirability of hringdag a 
Bill or taking such steps as circumstances may require in the light of 
(he experience that may be gained. 

Mr. JOCeSH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whotluT lie is prepared to give u short notice amend- 
ment to Maulvi Abu llossain Sarknr’s Bill to the effect, as he has 
stated, of susjHMiding the application of certificate procedure for two 
years ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I'hat question do(‘s not aii'.e. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Wliat will 1 m^ tin* effect of this order uith 
regard to the cases that are going to lie barred by limitation y 

Tha HoiVMo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (\‘rtiH('i\tes have Is'cn 
allowed to l>e filed only tor one \ear. 

Mau!vi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will tbe HouMde Ministeit be 
pleased to state wlieth«*r the |m)W(‘Is nt issuing eiutificativs given to 
private landlords are pioposed to be witlidiawn jxMiding the passing 
of ttie Bengal Tenancy ( Aniendmenn Billy 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As ni> friend is awai«\ 
wo have made an amendment to the Bengal Ic'iiancv (Amendment) 
Bill. We do not know what will hap|)en. It the Ibll passes into la^ 
then no (lilbeiilty will arise, but if theie is any ditlicnltv, Government 
will certainl.v ennsider tbe (piestiori of suM|K*nding tbe ]K»wer of issuing 
< ertificat(‘s bv jirivate landloids. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is n a ta. t that there is a |weH» 
circular to the effec t that a certifirate-holder ma> i»urclm,se the holding 
in question for thiee jiies onlv ami then bring other holdings to sale 
lor the balance of the claim y 

Mr, SPEAKER: That <iueslion does not arise. 

ColiBNoints against the management of the BerhamfMN'e Detention 

Camp. 

•IIS. Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Iloii’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Depai tmeiit Im» pleawd to state-— 

(а) have Government received any compljfints against the inanoge- 

ment of tbe BerbaraiM»re Detention Camp; 

(б) wKb is the Commandant of tbe said Gamp; 
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(c) liow many guards are there; 

(d) how many of them are: — 

(i) Non-Bengalis, and 
(//) Pat bans; 

{e) who is the Medical Officer in charge of the Camp; 

(/) is it a fact that Medical Officers do not go inside the Camp, 
hut patients are required to come out to get them examined; 
(//) what is the proportion of attendants to boarders; 

(//) is it a fact that lights are put out at 9-30 p.m. ; 

(i) what arrangements are there for games; 

(;) whether it is a fact that the censoring is very strict, and Univer- 
sity text-books even are withheld; 

{I') are the boarders locked up at night at 9-30 p.m. and opened at 
0 a. in. ; and 

(1) is it a fact that the water supfdied is not filtered? 

MINISTER in charge cf the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {n) Yes. 

(h) Major T. Woodcock. 

(c) 193. 
id) (/) All. 

(//) 03. 

(e) Dr. S. V, Majuindar, m.b. 

(/) Medical Officers g(» inside the Camp, hut since a Medical Officer 
w'as assaulted hy <letenus, the practice is to restrii t the visits of doctors 
to the detenus’ quarters ns far as practicable. 

(/;) One attendant for 5 detenus in the kiti hen; one attendant for 
4 detenus in barracks, 
ih) No. 

0) There are adequate arrangements both for indoor and outdoor 
games. 

(;) Censoring is done according to the orders of Government. 
University text-lwoks are allowed. 

(k) No. 

( l ) Drinking wafer is supplied from the muniiipal water connection 
and is pure. 

Mr. ATUL KRtSHNiA CHCMIE: With reference to reply (k) 
will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pleased to state if the lights are not 
Mtinguished at 9-30 p.m., at what time they are put outf “ 
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Tiii Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 945 p.m. 

Iir« ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE • With reference to reply (;) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be* pleased to state whether the “Amrita Boaar 
Patrika'* and the “Ananda Bazar Patrika'’ are also censonnl and 
withheld ? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, I Udieve they 
are. 

Mft ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ifon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” and the 
^'Ananda Bazar l*atrika” are (ensored and withheld? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat (lUt'slioii (lues ni't :insi‘. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will il.. llon’bh* Minister be 
pleased to state with refeiem In aii>\\ers {n) and (</) (f), why there it 
not a single Bengali out of the 193 guards? 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the 
hon’ble member to answer (d) (#). 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: I asked the lloiPble Minister 
to state M'hy among the 193 guards in the Detention Camp of Berham- 
poTH* there is not a single Bengali guard? 

The Hoii’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These people were 

appointed before this Government eume into office. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answ^er (a) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaae<i to state if he has 
taken any action for reine<lying the matters mentioned in the cora- 
plaiuls aguinst the management P 

The Hoii’bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Only three persons are 

now left in the Berhampore Detention Camp. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Uon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state •what is the name of the Medical Officer 
who is alleged to have been assaulted ? 

Tlw H9li*blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : ,1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALlNAIttHA tANYAL: Will th. Hon’bl. Uiniftw be' 

pleased to state irith reference to his a&swer just given, if any or all 
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of these persons left in that Detention Camp are Buffering from any 
ailments now 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ' I ask for*&otice. , 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that detenus in the Berhampore Detention Camp had all along 
been put in loek-up after 9 p.rn. — a practice which was not prevalent 
in other camps ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER • That question dcn^s not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to ntale leference to answer (?) the nature of the games 
— indoor and (tut-door — juovided for. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Badminton, ping-pong, 
football, tennis, ericket, etc. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA CHOSE: With reference to answer (/)» 
are we to understand that even in ease of emergency doctors won't 
visit the patients in their quarters? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Certainly not. 

Arrest of Babu Cunindra Nath Mitra. 

•117. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: (o) Js the HonTde Minister in 
charge of the Home (Six'cial) Department aware — 

(t) that Babu Gunindra Nath Mitra, son of Babu Surendra Nath 
Mitra, Pleader, llabiganj, Assam, is a detenu in village 
domicile at Mohiinpur in the district of llajshahi; and 

(it) that the said Gunindra Nath was living with his father in 
Assam since his infancy and was for the first time in 
August, sent by his fathei to his native home in the 

subdivision of Nnrayanganj, district Dac(‘a, for family 
affairs and only a few days later in vSeptember, 1935, he 
was arrested by the Intelligence Branch Police of Dacca 
and made a detenu? * 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state — 

(i) what were the charges against him that required Ijis arrest j 
and 

(it) whether he was arrested at the instance of the Bengal Pol:co 
or of the Assam Police? 
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(c) li it a fact that the said detenu has been in village domicile 
for above two years? 

((/) If so, why has he^not be?n domiciled at homo in accordance with 
the i»olicy of release annouiKcd by the Hon’ble Minister on the 8th 
August last on the floor of the Assembly House? 

(e) Is it a fact that Babu Surendra Nath Mitra, father (►£ the said 
detenu, applied to the Government for releasing him? 

(/) If so, why has he not l^een released in accordan(‘e with the 
policy of release as announced by the Hon’hle Minister as atmesaid? 

(ff) Has the Hou’ble iMinister considered this case with a view to 
finding whether it is a case for immediate lelease? 

(h) If the case has not l)een considered as \et, what are the reasons? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The individual referred 
to was arrestiMl at Dacca in September, UKIo, and his case has been 
dealt with in accordance with the pK^isions of sections and i) of the 
Bengal Oiiminal Law Amendment Act, IM.’tO, His lasc has Iwen 
examined in accordaiue with the provisions cd tli«* A<>t ami the ilechmnl 
policy of Government and he will shortly he domiciled in his home. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he jile^ised to stiite what were the chaiges against him. 

Tha Hon^bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* I 4 tiii afraid T can 

say that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state at whose instance this young man was 
arrested whether ut the instance of the Bengal Police or the Assam 
Police ? 

The Hofi'blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I hiive nothing further 
to add on the subject. 


Rules regarding travelling allowances of the Hon’hio Ministers. 

MIS. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the rules guiding the drawing of traselling or lour allowances 

by the Ministers of Government, as existe<l before the lit 
• April, 1937, and as are in force noT ; and 

(b) the names of the Ministers, if any, who had presented travel 

*liiig or tour bills for going to Lutrknow or Berhsmporo 
during the month of October, 1937 ? 
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MINISTER in olHirga of tlw FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Sle Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): {a) The rules in force before the let 
April, 19^^7, will he found in Subsidiary Rules 97 and 98, a copy of 
which has l>een placed in the Library. The Vules in folce at present 
are the hunie subjeci 1o certain amendments, now in the hands of thf 
draftsmen, which will shortly be promulgated. 

(h) A statement has been placed on the Library table. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stote the amendments nowP 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: You will know 
them in due time. 

Intarview hetwaan His Excellsncy Sir John Anderson and Mr. Gandhi 
about detenus. 

MIS. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of (lie Home (Special) Department be pleased to slate — 

(a) whether there were interviews between Mr. M. K. Gandhi and 
His Excellency the (lovernoi alMuit detenus, inteinees and 
exlerneeK : 

(/>) if HO, whether any detenun have been released since then; 

(c) if the answer to (h) is in the aftiiniative, how man} of the 
released were — 

(/) mules, 

(n) females, 

(tn) were released wilJi condition, and 
(ic) without any condition; 

,{f/) whether any allowance or sumptuary grant has been or will 
be paid to them — 

V») if the answer to (/f) i^ in the affirmative, to how' many, 
land 

(it) the amounts paid or to be |)aid; 

{(') whether those released include any who had been in detention 
in Deoli, or Hijli, or Buxa Dqpars or Berhampore; 

(/) what is the longest term for which these detenus had been 
detained ; 

((/) whether there is any bar to these released deiennf entering 
into Qo^'emme\it service; and 

(h) whether the age*bar rule for entry into GovtrttMlit Morrioi 
is api^oaUe in their cases ? 
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tlli Hm’M ilr NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Au interriew took 

placo between His Excellency Sir John Anderson and Mr. Gandhi but 
I am n&able to state what matters were discussed. 

(h) and (h) Yes. 

(c) The number increases from day to day and strict accuracy is 
impossible but the least favourable view of the position now is as 
follows 

(i) 1,291. 

(n) 10. 

(m) 1,149. 

(iv) 152. 

{d) The hon’ble member is invited to read the comummqui recently 
issued on the subject on 5th January, 1938, which contains a fuller 
statement than would be possible here to-day. 

(c) They do. 

(/) I rejfret that the information is not readily available. 

(g) No. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister ^ 
pleased to say the nature of the conditions imposed on the 1,149 
detenus mentioned in the ansM'er !<> (juestum (ch 


The Hon’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Under the Criminal 

Law Amendment Act, either under 2 (!)(a), (6), (r) or only 2 (t) 
(a) (h). 


Intimatioii to tha Poliot regarding ohiiige of rotidonoaa of tho roloiaod 

dotoniii* 

MSS. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: ia) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charpre of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are (ynsiderinjr the desirability of withdrawing 
the condition of informing the police on every change of residenco 
that has been imimsed upon the detenus who have been recjenlly released? 

(h) If the answer to clause to) is in the negative, will the Hon’Ue 
Minister lie pleased to state the reasons? * 

(o) Is Hon’ble Minister aware that this condition in its practical^ 
working has caused inconvenience to the persons recently released and 
has hampered th^r normal avocation? 

6 
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Tfct Hiii’Ma Khwalft'iif NAtlMUDOIN: (a) No. 

(h) and (c) The order, far fn>iii operating m a disability, facili- 
tates assistance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fac;t that a detenu whose name is Makban Chandra Das 
and who was a member of the B.P.C.C. and recently released, was 
not allowsi to leave the district of Tippera for Calcutta to enable him 
to attend the election which was held for electing members to the 
Committee, and was not allowed to take part in the meeting P 

Mr. SPEAKER: In a question of a general character, 1 have all 
along ruled that it would not be proper to ask a question affecting an 
individual. It must be ruled out unless you want to get some further 
information on the principle itself. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Vei> well. Sir. I will put 
the question in this form. Is the Hon’Vde Minister tiware that a 
detenu who is a mein her of the H.P.t’.C. was not allowed to leave 
Tippera to attemi the meeting of the H.F.C. Committee which was 
held at (’alcutta for electing mem hers? 

The Hofi’bls Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the signiticamt* of the words ^‘change of 
residence” P 


Tha Hon’IHa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If a detenu goes from one 
place to another outside his district or his suhdivisi«m he has got to 
notify it to the local police. 

Mr. SUREN DR A MOHAN MAITRA: Does it imply that even the 
absence from his home for two hours or three hours and residing in 
another district for another two or three hours will mean “change of 
residence**? 

Tha Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH DISWAS: Does the Hon hie Minister 
desire that this conditional release of young men should operate 
la^nst their pursuing the normal avocations of life? 


Mr. SPEAKER I That question does not arise. 
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Ml* SUIIBNDRA NATH BISWASs Sir,' I beg to tubniit tbet it 
gnam in tbi^^ way. The Hon'ble Minister in his reply aays: “The 
order»^ so tax from operating as a disability, facilitate assistance^*, 
and my question is — does the Hon’ble Minister desire 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question for eliciting information. 

It is a request for action. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: With regard to the 
answer to questions (h) and (c), will the Hon*hle Minister be pleased to 
state what he means hy the word “assistance^ — assistance to whom? 

The Hon’ble Khweja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: To the detenus. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In what respect? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaje Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In getting their allow- 
arces. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that in cases of conditional release of young men they are not getting 
suitable appointments, hecaune they have still to notify their change 
of address to the police? 

The Hon’ble Khieaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Quite a numbce^of * 

detenu^ have personally seen me from time to time, hut not one of 
them has made a complaint that becanw‘ <»f this order he has not been 
able to get ari> employment. 

(Mr. .Surendra \ath Hiswas rose to ptil another supplementary 
question.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. We have already lost a good deal 
of time (Ml supplementary questions on a non-official day. I am sure 
the House must lie anxious that non-official business should he taken 
up as quickly as possible. 


Dally allowanoe of Miniateri whan on tour. 

M21. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble 
Minieter in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) ^bat is the daily allowance that %as been fixed when the 

Ministers go mit on tour; m 

(b) what was the daily allowance that used to be drawn when the 

ex-KInisters, namely, the Ministers before the Oorenunent 
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of India Act of 1935 cainie into oporatioa, went out on 
tour; 

(c) if tbei«iiHwer8 to (a) and (h) »liow an increae^ in, the rate of 

the daily allowance, what is the reason for increasing it; 

(d) what is the mileage aHowance that has been fixed when the 

Ministers ^o out on tour; 

(e) what is the number of attendants which the Minister on tour 

is entitled to take when the Minister goes out on tour; and 

(/) what was the number of attendants Which the Minister before 
the Government of India Act, 1936, came into operation, 
was entitled to take when they used to go out on tour? 

Tho Hoil*blt Mr. NALINi flANJAN 8ARKER: (a) Rs. 15, in addi- 
tion to travelling expenses, for every day of absence cm tour and Rs. 25, 
instead of Rs. 16, for any day on which a holt is made outside Bengal. 

(b) Rs. 15 for days of halt on tour, whether inside or outside Bengal. 

(o) The old rates were found to l)e insuftirient to cover the expenses 
incidental to tours by Ministers. 

(d) and (e) I would refer the hon’ble member to Subsidiary Rules 
97 and 98, a copy of which is placed on the library table. 

(f) The same as at present. 

, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 

to state if there are any other rules, than subsidiary rules 97 and 98, 
governing the conditions under which Hon’hle Ministers can draw their 
travelling and tour allowances? 

Tha HOfl’bie Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: I think there are 

one nr two others. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will he please sUte if any declare^ 
tion as to the nature of business to he performed by an Hon ’hie Minister 
is necessary P 

Tha Hon'bta Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYALl Is it xpermlssible for an Hon’blc 
Minister to draw travelling allowance when he goes on tour on private 
business, e.g., to attend party meetings such as the one recently held 
at BerhamporeP ^ 

nit Hmi’M Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: That, Sir, I sub* 
mit, is a hypothetioiil question. 
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rSft NALINAKSHA AANYAL* Sir, I submit that this was actually 
dn^WSy for the Hon’bk Minister has actually stated in reply to a pre- 
Tioai question and in the statement laid on the Library table that 
daily allowance aqd oooly hire were, in fact, drawj^ and that the 
Ministers travelled on requisition, so far as the tour to Berhampore is 
concerned ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. NALINI RANdAH SARftER: They went to 
Berhampore on public business. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is there an\ rule for ascertaining 
whether an Hon’ble Ministei is going on tour on public duty or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: When Hon ble 
Ministers go on tour and present travelling bills, it must be presumed 
that they went on public dut> . 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to answer (c), 
will the !1 on’ hie Minister plea-^e tell us on what grounds he holds that 
the forntei allowances were insufficient? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN 8ARKER: Hei •auve w’e have 
found it so. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH, CHAUDHURI: Will tl.<. Ii..i7i>]e * 

Minister be pleased to state since when these allowances were found 
to be insufficieiif ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: Since October last. 

Mr. dOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the prices of ministerial rations have gone up since 
then ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is anything** in the rules which gives rise to ^ 
presumption that tours of Hon'ble Ministers are always undertaken in 
public interest? 

* 

Tho HoB’blO Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER l There it Dotbm>. 
in the rules. 
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Dr. NALINAKtHA iANYAL: Will the Hon ble Mmkter , be 
pleaaed to state if the new rates of d^y allowance mentioned in answer 

(a) are in excess of what the Hon’ble Judg^es of the High Court are 
permitted to draw? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: lo case of places 
outside Bengal, they are in excess; otherwise not. 


Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that European Executive Councillors in the last Government took only 
Rs. lo j>er dieni, and that they considered it sufficient? 


The Heii'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: But they used to 
get more than Hs. ViKKt per month. 

Payment of intuffloient travelling allowances to the released detenus. 

M22. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) U the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Politicah Department aware — 

(?) that several detenus were not paid travelling allowance suffi- 
cient to cover their railway fares, luggage charges, motor 
hire, hackney carriage hire, fooding charges, etc., while 
V they were given release orders very recently ; and 

(ti) that inadequate travelling allow'ances, etc., were given to (1) 
one ex-detenu Srijut Debadideb Boy who was at Pirganj 
police-station in Dinajpur and was to go to village 
Bandabaui in Bankura (police-station Raipur) ; (2) one 
Srijut Jyotisb Roy who came to Dinajpur town; and (3) 
one Srijut Madhab Roy who came to HiliP 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware that one Srijut Mohit Sarkar 
of Dinajpur town has yet to report himself to Kotwali police-station 
daily at 5 p.m. P 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, ore the Government 
oontemplaiing withdrawal of the said order? If not, why not? 

(d) If the answers are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering it desirable to issue instruc- 
tions for the removal of the inconveniences in future? 

Thi HoR’bM Khwiia Ur NAZIMUDDINi (a) and (h) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 
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fllH^tintn^t in Urn AgrMuitiN* nd ImliiitriM 0«p«rtiiiMit tkiot 
‘ 1st Ailrii, 1887. 

Mr. MD. A^UL FAZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chargi^ of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
atate-^ 

(a) the total number of appointments made in the various dejMirt- 

raents and branches under his charge since 1st April, 1937; 
and 

(b) the numhe? of Mussaliiiaiis among thtuni^ 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawah Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 

Dacca): A statement is laid on the table. 


StaO nient referred to i« thr reply to Mtarred quf4ion No. J23. 



Nuralier of 
appoint- 
manta madt^ 
Bino« lit 
April 1037. 

Numlwr of 
Mualims 
appointed. 

Civil Veterinary Department 

IH 

4 

Bengal Veterinary College . . 

. . 7 

3 

Industries Department 

39 

27 

Agriculture Department 

74 


Royal Botanic Gartlen 

2 

1 

Total 

140 
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Mr. KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Will the Hon’hle MinisU^r be 
pleased to state whether he has taken into consideration the case of 
members of the scheduled castes? 


The Hon’ble Nawab KlAraJa HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoai 

Sir, I s^bmit that this question does not arise ^out of the original 
question . 


Mr. SPEAKIR: Tea, 1 should think so. 
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•UHly iMYt t0 Biligii IMIoti SiTviM iW i Hi i 

MM. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIl WUi Uie Hon ble 

Miwtor in charge of the Public Health and Local Sell-Goyernment 
Department be pleased to state — " 

(a) the names of the members of the Bengal Medical Service— 
Senior or Junior — together with their qualifications who 
applied for study leave since the present Government came 
into office; and 

(h) the names and qualifications of those whose applications for 
such leave have been grante<l ? 

MINISTER in charge cf the PUBLIC HEALTH aiNl LOCAL 
SELF*GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble Mr. Syed 
Naueher AN): Statements are laid on the table. 

Stats^ient referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. m. 

List or Be5(mj. Mkoic.m. Skrvick (>fh{’Kus who .sihmittei) applica- 
tions IN THE PRESCEIBEI) FORM TO TlfK SnUiFON-ti F.VRRAL FOR STUDY 

LEAVE EX-Tn1>IA AFTER .‘11 ST M \R('H, 1937. 




Name. " - 

Qualification. 

1. 

Di. 

SulKKth (1i. GiijMa 

M.B. 

- V. 

Di'. 

Ajit Kumar Dutia (iupt.i 

M.B., D.T.M. 

3. 

Dr. 

Hahihiiddiu .MhikhI 

M.B. 

t 

Ih. 

Ahdur Itahnum 

M.B. 

6. 

Dr. 

Amarendni Nath Nayak 

M.B. 

6 . 

Dr. 

Nawnb Ali . . 

M.B., D.T.M, 

7. 

Dr. 

A. K. M. AIkIuI Wahed 

M.B. 

8 . 

I>r. 

Pulin Behai i Blmtta< harji . .. 

M.B., D.T.M 

9. 

Dr. 

Md. Khabir 

M.B. 

10. 

Dr. 

Auath Bandhu Panerji 

MB. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 

No. m. 

List OF Bengal Medical Service officers giu.stkd study leave aftee 


31 8T Masch, 1937. 

Name of officer. Qualification. 

1. Dr. Dinesh Chandra Chakravaitv ... F.E.O.S.E. 

2. Dr. A. K. M. Ab^ul Wahed M.B. 

3. Dr. Moe«ura] Rahman M.B. 

4. Dr. Habibuddin Ahmad M.B. 
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m HAREIIOIIA MATH CHAUOHURI: WiU the Hon hie Minister 
be j^eeeed to state the reasons which led him in selecting lonr out of 
the ten applicants for study leave? 


tut Hon’illt Mr. 8YEO NAU8HER ALIs Sir, all the ten applioa- 
tions were perhaps not before Gk)vernmeni when Government granted 
the applications of these four officers. In fact, the two statements 
will show that out of the ten applications only two were selected. 


Rai HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon ble Minister 

aware that the application.^ of the three I). T. M. officers were made 
before the applications of these four officers were granted P 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALIs It is very difficult to give 
any reply off-hand. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to reconsider the application of the tliree 1). T. M. officers? 


Tha Hofi’bla Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: When the time comes 
I will certainly consider all cases. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAB: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state how man\ of these.' officers have been granted study 
leave up till now, and how many of them are Muslims P 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I think that the total 
uum})er wouhl i>e ‘^t), and out of flu»m onl\ ff»ur are Muslims 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA. Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
if Dr. Diiie.sh Chandra (’hakravarty and Dr. Monsurnl Hahman did 
apply for study leave? 


The Hon’bie Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Yes, the> did 


Proseoution for forest ofTonoee in the distriot of Chittagong. 

*125. Miulafia MD. MANIRUUAMAN I8LAMABADI: WiU 

the Hon’ble Minister in effiaege of the Forests and Exedse Department 
be pleased to lay a statement on the table showing for the calendar 
year 19r37, thana by thaiia — 

(a) bow many persons have been proseqnted for forest offencee in 

the district of Chittagong; 

(b) hdw many of the prosecuted persons have been convicted; 
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(tf) licMf mA&7 oi them have been sentenced to impfrisonment, and 
* ' how many hate been sentenced to pay fines ; and 

(d) how much money has been recovered as fines from the con- 
victed persons? 

MINISTER in charge of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hen’bie Mr. Praeanna Deb Raikiit)s A statement is laid on 

the Library table. As regards (</), it has not been possible to furnish 
the information, tbana by thana. and the total sum recovered as fines 
has been shown. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is possible to get the number of persons 
prosecuteil in the whole district I*' 


TN Hon’bla Mr, PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: The hon’ble member 
will be able to find out from the statement the total number of persons 
prosecuted. 


Settlement of excise shops in the district of Darjeeling. 

M2S. Mr. DAMBER SINCH CURUNC: Will the Honlde Minis* 
ter in charge of the Forests and FiX<’ise l)ei)artment \ye pleased to state 
wlnther then* is an> troverniuent circular stating that all the future 
settlement of the excise shojw in the di.stri(’t of Darjeeling will be 
made >nth the local hill men? 

The Hen’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: There is no such 
circular order s|)ecifically for Darjeeling district, hut (jovernment have 
directed that in granting new licences preference should l)e given to 
inhabitants of the respective districts. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the granting of new licenses means starting 
of new shops? 

The Hen’ble Mr. PRABANNA DEB fRAIKUT: Not always, Sir. 

Mr. DAMBER SINGH GURUNG: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tjiis rule is being strictly followed? , 


The HeiPMe Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Yea, 1 {kesnme so. 
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silting up of the rivar Sii|lim|Nilr|« 


m 


♦m. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUOHURY; Will tha 
Hon'ble Minister in ohar^re of the Coiumunications and W^ka 
(Irrigration) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the river Brahmaputra in the district 

of Mymensingh has dried up ; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that lioth Ihe public health and cultiva* 

tion in the district have considerably deteriorated; and 

(c) whether he is contemplating any action by way of dredging and 

excavating the river? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kaelm* 
bazar); (a) The riv(‘r is siltinc: up, 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. Extensive enquiries liave been made. (Jovauninent are 
advised by their experts that the desertion by the river of its old bed 
must be accepted as a natural development. The (a>st of dredging and 
E^xcavating the river would Ih‘ prohibitive while the excavated Iw'd would 
rapidly silt up again. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the ri<m1)Ie Ministei^be 

pleased to state if tlie railway bridge on the river is responsible for the 
silting up of the river-bed? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaznri 

It is difficult to hazard an opinion on a technical p(unt like this, but I 
[lo not think it is so. 


Building grant to the Saehi Mukhi Tol, Tamlukt Mtdnapore. 

M2S. Dr. COBINOA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Will the llon’ble 

tfinister in charge of the Education Department Ik* pleased to state— 

(o) whether the Scereta^^ of the Sashi Mukhi Tol of the Tamluk 
Town has been applying for the building grant for the Uit 
6 years or not; and 

(h) whether the Dovemment intends to tanction the gratii accord- 
ing to the recommendation of the loipector of Schools o( 
*Bardwan Dtrisioii or aot? 
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MINISTER of tik EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 

Heii'hle Mr. A. iC. FaaEuI Hu^: (a) The scheme was matured is 
1934, i>ut owing to financial stringency the grant could not be paid so 
long. 

I I 

(6) Attempts will be made to pay the grant next year. 

MauIVi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the amount which will be required to make primary 
eduoatirm free in the distric* of Myniensingh? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I want notice. It requires 

a good deal of calculation. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government are considering the desirability of 
reducing the ednoatio!! cesH and making district hoards to contribute — 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

V 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased tt» state the reason why no additional grant should be made in 
the district of Myinensingii frotn the jjmvincial revenues in the year 
193841) y 

The Hon’hia Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the hon’ble member 
reads the answer, he will get the information. 


Expanditura on primary aduoation from Provincial revanuas in tha 
district Of Mymansingh. 

M29. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minisier in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state— 

(i) the amount provided out of the Provincial revenues for the 
district of Mymcnsingh for expenditure on primary educa- 
tion under section 3(1 of the Bengal Rural Primary Education 
Act, 1930, for the year 1938-39 in addition to the sum now 
appropriated annually; 

(fi) the estimated income from cess under section 34 of the said Act 
in the said district; and 
(ni) the total income — 

(1) from cess under sections 30 and 34 of the said Act; and 
(2^ from the Provincial revenues, and 

(3) the gmnta from the District Board in the year 1938-39 
for expenditure on primary education in Mymensinghf 
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Tit Htn’llto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl (a) (t) No additional 
gnuit pr Mymensingh district has yet ba^n provided under section 36 
of the Act. It is proposed, however, in the oomingf year to sanction 
such an additk>nal grant' to the District School Board, Mymensingb. 
over and above the existing annual grant of Rs. 1,82,882 but it is not 
yet possible to state the exact amount of the grant which will bt^ made. 

In addition to the present grant of Rs. 1,82,882, a grant varying 
according to actual requirements but usually amounting to Rs. 406 or 
so is made to the Board on account of Ooveniment Preliminary 
Primary Scholarships. 

(ti)'R8. 87,92T. 

(Hi) (1) Rs. 9,67,198. 

(2) This is covered by the reply to clause (a) (i). 

(3) The District Board of Mymensingh has discontinued its annual 
grant of Rs. 76,356 to the District School Board from the SeptemW 
quarter, 1937, from the time the education cess was realised. There 
will therefore be no grant from the District Board for expenditure on 
primary’ education in Mymensingh during 1938-39. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(antwsn to wUch were laid on the table) 

Platform at Santatiar railway station. 

7S. MaMvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Is the Hon'Me 
Minister in charge of the ( ommunications and Works Department 
aware — 

(i) that the platform at Santahar Railway Station (Eastern Bengal 
Railway) is very low: 

(tt) that it is causing great inconvenience to the passengers 
especially to women and children, and that sometimes acci- 
dent happens as a result thereof ; and 
(ut) that Santahar station is a junction station where thousands 
of passengers are daily travelling P 

(6) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of urging 
upon the Railway authoritiel to reconstruct the platform at Santahar 
statioB to its proper height P 

Tlo IJOfPMo MMionMo SRIS CHANDRA ^ANOV, of^aMmliinrf 

(a) (i) The platform is comparatively low. 

(m) Some inconvenience is caused to passoigers. I huge no infor-^ 
regarding occurrence of accidents. 
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{m) Yes. 

(by It has been decided bVftbe Railway authorities to raise the plat 
form and the work is expedtid td ^ taken up shortly. 


ixeito ratal on ftn^gn and country fi)|iiDr. 

90. Dr. H. C. MUKHERdI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forests and Excise Department be pleased to state 
separately for the period from 19J14 to 1937 — 

(i) the excise rates on foreign and country liquor; 

(ii) the (piantities on which such excise rates have been paid; 
{Hi) the number of “off” and “on” country liquor shops, year by 

year, in Calcutta and the jute mill and other industrial 
areas ; and 

(iv) the amount of country liquor sold in these industrial areas*" 


(6) What steps, if un>, do Coverniaent pnqK)se taking to dis- 
courage the use of the country li(|Uor in these areas h 


The Hon’Mc Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) (t) and (ii) As 

regards country .spirit, the information is given in Imperial Return 
in Appendix A of the annual administration reports of the Excise 
Department for the three years mentioned. Extracts from these returns 
are placed on the Library table. 

As regards foreign liquor, a stqwrate statement is laid on the 
Library table. 

(tit) and (iv) A statement is laid on the Tdbrary table, 

(6) Government are already discouraging the use of country liquor 

by— ^ 

(1) restriction.s on sale; 

(2) restrictions on the number of shops; and 

(3) the high price of liquor. 

They will introduce further restriotioiM^ as soon as it is sale to do so. 
In addition, Government through the Home (Publicity) Department 
are encouraging ^temperance societies to take up temperance propa- 
ganda in r^bt earnaat. 

Or. MUKHER4I: Will the Hon’Ue Minister bb jdaasad to 
state the exact nature of the restrictions referred to in answer (5) (Df 
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Tii Mr. tllAtANNA Mt RAlKUT: Vendoro iir« not 

nlloirod to sell more than the prescribed quantity and they are not jto 
sell on credit also. They are also not to /sell to any bov under the 
age of 16. 

Df. M. D. MilKHERdls With refei'ence to answer {h) jwifl 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased U\ state whetljer the restrictions on 
the number of shops have actually resulted in a diminution of their 
number P 

The Hon’Me Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAlKUT: I must ask for 
notice. 

Df. M. C. MUKHERJI: With reference to answer {h) {3)^ will 
the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether the price of liijuor 
has been raised, and if so, under what head, vin.^ tountry spirit, Utfi 
jr any other alcoholic li(|uor such as 

The Hoffi’Me Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAlKUT: The price is 
already high, so it has been lowered. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: 11 o\\ i.^ the work ot etuouruging temper- 
ance societies done? Is it il<»ne h\ giving them some kind of subsidy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAlKUT: As I have already ‘ 
stated here, they will introduce further re.strictions as sotm as they 
think fit to do .so. In addition, (io\eriiinent thnmgh the Hume 
.Publicity) Department are encouraging tempera me soeieties to take 
up temperance propaganda work just t«» show the jieople through magio 
lanterns and missionarv work the lienefits of temf*eranee. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: With reference to answer (b), if it 
not a fact that in spite of restrictions on sale and on the number of 
shops the sale as also the number of shoiw has increased and that on 
account of the high price of licjuor in many cases the price has been 
lowered ? 

The Hon’bM Mr. PRASAHNA DEB RAIKUTi Sir, it is a fact that 
the consumption of liquor has arisen to a certain extent, and it shows 
that the eonsumption of illicit liquor has decreaae4t and tlie price has 

been lowered with a view to stop illicit distillation* 

• • 

Mr. IftiHITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any record for the sales of i^t Hqnorsr 
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Hit Htfi^Mt Mr. PRAMNNA DEI RAIKUT: Sir, it is imposmble 

to say. 

.^Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: WiU the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state bow can be say that the sales of illicit liquor have 
fallen down? 


Tht Hoil’bit Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUTs From the figures 

of prosecution the hon’ble member will find that the illicit distillation 
has gone down. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hoodie Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that he could not follow my question in 
answering 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. PrDANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the missionaries referred to just now by himself are in the 
employ of Government for doing propaganda work? 

^rhf Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: No, Sir. they are 
not in the employment of Gbvemnlent. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Then how is it that the missionaries who have 
been working in the country for over a century' will help in the propa- 
ganda at the present moment ? 


Tilt Hon’bit Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT; Surely, it is a 
matter of information, but still they will work for the temperance 
movement. That is humanitarian work. 


Dr. H. 0. MUKHER8II Will the.Hop’ble Minister W pleased to 
state whether in view' of the fact that certain agents are working 
voluntarily, he is prepared to consider to help them in various ways 
such as meetly the cost of lantern slides and so on? 

.. i ' 

Th. HmSM. Mr. ^RAtARNA DEB RAIKUTi Tw, Si^ Am u 

% proposal which is under the consideration of Government. 
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Travelliiig allowtnoe of tho Hon'blo Mlnistors. 

17. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister in .charj^e of .the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that rules governing the travelling and daily allow- 
ances of the Ministers have been approved by an Executive Order of the 
Government ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the scale of travelling and daily allowances drawn bj' Execu* 
tive Councillors and Ministers l)efore Ist April, 1937; and 

(it) the scales of travelling and daily allowances actually drawn 
by the Ministers since Isl Octol>er, 1937? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of third class tickets exclusive of orderlies and 

peons allowed to each Executive CounciUor or Minister 
before 1st April, 1937; and 

(u) the number of third class tickets, exclusive of orderlies or 

peons, allowed to each Minister since ls< October, 1937? 

(d) Is the scale of travelling and daily allowances of Ministers since 
Ist October, 1937, uniform with that from 1st April, 1937, to 3(Hh 
September, 1937? 

(e) If not, what are the respective figures for the two periods?^ 

(/) Is the number of third class tickets, exclusive of orderlies and 
peons, allowed to each Minister, since Ist OctolH*r, 1937, unifonn with 
that fiom 1st April, 1937, to 3<Hh Septeml>er, 1937? 

(jj) If not, what are the respective figures for the two periods? 

{h) Will the Hon’blo Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 the total expenditure incurred from pul)lic revenues on account 
of the travelling and daily allowance bills of all the Ministers 
for the periods Ist April, 1937, to 301 h *Septeml>er, 1937, and 
Ist Octol>er, 1937, to dlst Deceinl)er, 1937, respectively ; and 

(n) the total expenditure incurred from public revenues on account 
of the travelling and daily allowance bills of tho Executive 
Councillors and Ministers for the period from 1st April 
1934, to 31st March, 1935? 

The jfon’bM Mr. NALINI RANMN SAAKERs (a) Tee. 

{h) («)«The scales are laid down in Subsidiary Kules 94, 95, 96^ 
97 and 98! • cop7 of whicli is placed on the Libraiy tabi#. 

7 
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(ii) The same scales as prevailed before 1st Apiili 1&37. It has 
been decided, however, to make certain amendments with effect from 
10th Novemljer, 1937, and orders will shortly issue. 

(c) (i) The information is contained in Subsidiary joules 94 and 
97. . 

\ii) The same as in Subsidiary Rules 94 and 97. 

(d) to {g) I invite a reference to my answer to part (h) {ii) of this 
question. 

{h) (i) A statement is laid on the table. 

(it) A statement is laid on the table. 


StMement referred to in the reply to clause (h) (i) of unstirred question 

No. 27. 

Rs. a. p. 

Expenditure from Ist April, 1937, to 3()th 

September, 1937, ... 15,971 1 3 

Expenditure from Ist October, 1937, to Slst 

December, 1937 ... 16,790 3 0 


Total ... 32,761 4 3 


Statevient referred to in the reply to clause (h) (ii) of unst-arred question 

No. 27. 

Rs. 

Travelling allowance for Ministers fluring 1934-35 ... 20,776 
Travelling allowance for Executive Councillors ... 9,518 


Total ... 30,294 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the amendments that are to take effect from the 10th 
November 1937 as referred to in answer (h) {2)? 


TN Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I have not under- 
stood the question. 

Or. NALINAKtHA SANYALS The i^on’ble Minister sa.vs that it 
has been decided to make certain amendments with effect from 10th 
November 1937, and orders will shortly issue. What are those amend- 
ments? . c 


Tht HofM Mr. NALINI RANdAN 8ARKER: Sir, 1 w8at 
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Adulterated Chee. 

2Sk Dr. H. G. MUKHERdI: («> Will ihe Hon’bk Minister in 
cHarge of the^Public Hedlth and Ixic al Self-Oovernment ])e[kartmeut be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the year, the number 
of prosecutions in Bengal for offering adulterated ghee for sale and the 
number of convictions? 

(Jb) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased (o state what steps, if any, 
Government propose taking to stop this adulteration? 

(c) Is it the intention of (rovernment to make eompulsory the use 
of some harmless colouring with “vegetable” ghee and siuiilar other 
productions which are ordinarily used to adulterate ghee^ 

{d) Is it the intention of Government to either nmintain wholly or 
to aid in the establishment and running of spi^eially equipiK'd lalMira* 
tories to carry on the grading of ghee? 

(e) Is the ITon’ble Minister aware that the grading of ghee as is 
mentioned in (d) is being done at Cawnpore, Agra and Shikohabad at 
the suggestion of the Economi(‘ Adviser to the Government of India? 

The Hoffble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Tin information 
required is not available in tin* Se^McMarint am) T-eferenees have accord- 
ingly lH*(*n made to the various li»eal bodies. Heplies have not yet been 
received from many local Ixxlies Tin* information will supplied to 
the inemher as soon as the material,** are availahle. 

(b) The meinlKT is referred to ^<•etlons ItiT to of <he Heugal 

Municipal Act, and sections 41S to 42b of the (’alcutta Municipal 

Act, 192*3, under which the muni« i[)nIi{ieH in Bengal have adequate 
power to deal with the sale of adiiHenil«‘d ghee rndr‘r (he provisions 
of Chapter XXVIII of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, and the pro- 
visions of the Bengal Food Adulteration Act, J919. tin* local Ixalief* have 
powers to take adeipiate action against .such adultciation. 

(c) and (d) Xo such proposal.s aie under (he consideration of Govern- 
ment at present. 

(e) Government have no intormation. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the llon'ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether Government is considering the desirability of asking 
the different local bodies to take adequate action against the adultera- 
tion of ghee? This refers to paragraph Hon’ble Minister’s 

answer. 

« 

Tlw HmIM. Mr. 8YE0 NAU8HER ALIl Tii«re it no r«awn to . 
think that Iboy are not taking adequate Hep.. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it not a fact that the proTiaion 
of the existing law only punishes the sellers of adulterated ghee, but 
does not punish those who manufacture it? 

Tho Hon'Me Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, that is a matter of 
Law, and I cannot off-hand give any opinion. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government has any intention of exploring the possibi- 
lities of maintaining or establishing specially equipped laboratories 
to carry on the grading of ghee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI; Any suggestion from the 
hon'ble member will l)e given the most careful consideration. 

Oofittruction of huts ami bungalows by the Forests Department 

29. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forests and Excise I>epartment be pleased to 
state whether — 

(a) it is a fact that there is no engineering department attached to 
the Forests Department ; and 

(h) that the men of the Forests Department construct their own 
^ huts and bungalows by forced labour of the local inhabitants? 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

Al-Ha] Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how the men of the Forests Department construct their 
own huts and bungalows? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sometimes by 
departmental contracts, and in case of major works through the Public 
Works Department, 


PronMtion of tub-inspectors of polioe. 

30. Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
tbe Home (Polioe) Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing lor the year 1937-38 — 

(<i) bow many enb-inspectors of polioe have been promoted to the 
rank of inspectors (both temporary and permanent); and 
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(b) how many of them are — 

(t) Muhammadans, 

(ii) Casfe Hindus, *and 
(m) Scheduled Castes P 

Th® Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIliUDDIN: A statement is laid on 
the table. 

Statement referred to in the replif to unstarred question No. 30 showing 
how many sub-inspectors of police have been promoted to the rank 
of inspector during 1937-38. 


Muhammadans 


Permttnent 

18 

Temporary. 

40 

Hindus 


55 

71 

Scheduled castes 


1 

Nil 


Total 

74 

111 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state how many of these existing? officers in the permanent cadre are 
scheduled ca.stes? I find there is no Hcdieduled cusle ineinber in^the 
temporary cadre promoted to inspector’s post in the statement given. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, that this 
does not arise out of this. The question refers to those who were 
promoted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we would like to know the 
percentage of promotion. So, I want to have the total number. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. 1 have not been able to follow the question or the 
answer. What are they? 

Or. NALINAK8HA SAiIyaL: Sir, we find in the statement that 
the scheduled caste promotion is one. I was just trying to find out the 
percentage of promotion of respective classes. So 1 want to know the 
total number. 

Tha Hoti’hla Khwaja Sir NAZlMDDDINs The figure axe thei.. 
The hon’ble member can work out the percentage. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: As he wants to know the percentage, he is entitled 
to know the total number. 

* « 

Th8 Hoii'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I ask for notice. 

Maulwi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to 
state if these promotions were made during the regime of the present 
ministry? 


Tha Hoil’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Some of them have been 
made (luring the regime of the present ministry. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of them were promoted during the present ministry and 
how many before their entry into office? 


Th6 Hofl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From the question it 
appears that the promotions were made during 1937-38. So most of 
these must have been during the regime of the present ministry. 

« 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state why so few Muhammadans were promoted to the rank of 
inspectors? 


Tha Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the rules about 
promotion are laid down there that their promotion is based on seniority 
and merit, and according to those rules these promotions have been 
made, and if the total number of Muslim sub-inspectors, and assistant 
sub-inspectors are taken into consideration compared to the total number 
of inspectors and sub-inspectors and assistant sub-inspectors who are 
Hindus, you will find that the promotion has been according to the 
percentage of the strength in the various cadres of this service. 


Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: On whose recommendations these 
promotions have been mo^e? 


Mr. speaker : Thai question is a matter of departmental conoeni. 
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Btmorta Canali Khulna. 

SI. PATIRAH* ROY. (a) Will the Hoii’ble Miniater in charge 
of the Oonununications and Works (Irrigation) Department be pleased 
to state whether he is aware — 

(f) that the Bemorta canal in the subdivision of Bagerhat, district 
Khulna, needs excavation; 

(tt) that this Bemorta canal is an important trade-route to East 
Bengal; and 

(tu) that the matter of Bemorta canal figured in the budget passed 
bv the I^jfisIatureP 


(6) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the aflSrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not taking up the matter P 

(c) Do the Government contemplate immediate excavation of this 
canal? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for the same P 


Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimliazar: 

(a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(tit) I have no information. 

(b) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
with reference to a series of questions on the same subject as (a) (ii) 
yesterday only, his reply was something quite different from what it is 
to-day ? 


Is it a fat't, Sir, that yesterday it was stated that the Bemrota Canal 
is now considered to Ik* an im|K»rtant trade-route in East Bengal, but 
there are alternative routes ri// Attayi and other routes. Here you 
say “Yes*'. 

# * 

Tba Mahvija 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, uf KaaMiiiars 

It is certainly an alternative route, but the other route via Attayi 
more important and is frequently used. 
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Mr. HAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Atharbaki route is not open for navigation nor 
are steamers able to pass through all the year round. 

Tha Hoii'bla Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Katiiiiliw: 

It is true. 

Appointmofits in tho Upper and Lomrer Suhordinale Engineering 
Senrioee. 

S2. Mr. 8. A. COMES: Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the 
Communications and Works Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement correctted up to the *‘ll8t December, 1937, showing — 

(a) the total number of Upper Subordinates in the Irrigation and 

Communications and Buildings Branches; 

(b) the number of them that are (1) Caste Hindus, (2) Scheduled 

Castes, (3) Muslims and (4) Indian Christians; 

(c) the total number of Sul>-Over^eers in the Irrigation and 

Communications and Buildings Branches separately; 

(d) the number of them that are (1) ('astc Hindus, (2) Scheduled 

Castes, (3) Muslims and (4) Indian Christians; 

(e) the total number of persons re<‘ruited in each of the services 
, referred to in (a) and (r) from January, 1932, to December, 

1937; and 

(/) the number of those that are (1) Caste Hindus, (2) Scheduled 
Castes, (3) Muslims and (4) Indian Christians? 

The Hon’ble Maheraja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazir: 

A statement is laid on the table. 



^Memeni referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 32 regarding appointments, etc., in the Upper Subord note Service, 
SudortUnate Engineering Service and Lower Subordinate Establishment in the Department of Communications and Works 
(1) Communications and Buildings Branch and {2) Irrigation Branch. 
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Oft N» C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon*bie Minister be pleased to 
state the reason why there are no Indian Christians shown, (in the 
statement laid on the table) on pages 8 and 9? Is it because qualified 
men were not hvailable ? * 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbaiars 

Most likely. 


Promotlofi of sub-intpootors and assistant sub-inspootors to the rank of 
inspectors and sub-inspectors of police respectively. 

33. Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: W ill tlu Hon bh Minister 
in charge of the Home (l*oli(e) Department Iw pleased to lay a state- 
ment on the table showing for the >ears and — 

(/z) how many slIb-insJ>eot(^^^ ha\e b»‘»‘ri prtnm)t(‘d as iiispirtors of 
police ; 

(6) how many Muhammadans have got snch promotion; 

(c) how many assistant sul>-insj)erlors have been pnunoted to the 

rank of sub-inspecior ; 

(d) how' many ot tlieni are — 

(i) Muhammadans, and 
(ti) Scheduled Cziste Hindus; and 

(e) how’ many non-Bengalis have been taken as constables ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Stalemeni referred to in the reply to unsiarred queMion HS, 


Year. 

of 

•ub-intpetlura 
promoted 
to thf 
r»nk of 
Inipertor 

NunitK*r of 
Muhammadan 
nuh-inRiKrton 
promoted 
to thi: 
rank of 
tMpector. 

i 

Number of 
aMtiUnt 
Rubdnuiifrioni 
pmmoU'd 
to tin* 
rank of 
nub- 

inn |K*4H»r. 

JNuroljer of 
Muhammadan 
aaalntant 

nub-imitif'i'tora 
prfinM>t(d 
to the 
rank of nub- 
lnii))4*rUir. 

Number f»f 

St hrduJrd 
CaNtt* Hindu 
aMlktalit 
•ub-inniji'ploni 
pwmtdrd 

U> Utr rank 
of »ub- 
In/ipcrtor. 

Nuiulirr of 
non* 

fh’nsalmi 

HnwtfKl 

M non- 
•UhlM. 



Bengal Police., 





2S 

11 

33 

» 

1 

4S4 

IMr 

73 

14 

40 

12 

2 

247 

I 


Calcutta Police. 

t 



ine 

. t 

I ■ 

t 

MU 

MU 

111 

iwt 

1 

1 

MU 

KU 

MU 

II 
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Maulwi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Mon’ble Miniater be 
pleased to state the reason for enlisting a large number of non-Bengalees 
as constables P 

* * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: Because suitable men 
were not available. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a good number of educated Bengalees are available for these posts? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I may inform the House 
that we have laid down instructions that in future, as far as the Bengal 
Police are concerned, only Bengalees will be recruited. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether be would consider the desirability of advertising 
these posts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Clolioal ostablishmont In the office of the Director of Public Instruction, 

Bengal. 

ALHaj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: uo Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in tdiarge of the Edu('ation l)ei»artinent be pleased to state — 

(0 how many Upper Division Assistants are there in the office of 
the Director of l^ublie Instruction? 

(it) how many of them are Muslims; and 

(m) how many of them have Wen g:iven extensions and for how 
many times? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether there is 
any Government Order restricting the extensions? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) 15. 

in) 6. 

(tii) 4; two for one year and two for two years — one year at a time. 
(h) Yes. 

< < 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: With reference to (Hi), will 

^ the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of the men given 
extension are Muslims? 
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HUQs I cannot say olf-hand. I 


Al-Haj Milana Dr, 8ANAULLAH: Will <he Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the Government order restricting extension of service P 

Tha Hon’bla Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQs The rule is that extensions 
are not given unless they are required in the interests of public service, 

Tha Hon^Wa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: Yesterday Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Sen asked me to answer question lOD (h) (ij) which was left 
unanswered. The question was — “the said detenu has been conti- 
nually suffering in the camp from malaria and ear troubles and is it a 
fact that he is suspected of liaving tuberculosis infection and has been 
X-rayed P“. 

The answer is that while he was in the camp, he had two attacks of 
malaria and also complaint of ear troubles. He was not suspected of 
tuberculosis nor was he X-rayed. 

About another question No. 112. a supplementary question was 
asked — “Did Government grant him any allowance P“ I said in 
answ'er — “I believe an allowance is being paid”. 

The actual answ^er is that the family was getting Rs. 20 per mensem 
while he was in village detention. Now that he is home-domiciled, a 
consolidated allow’ance is under consideration and orders wdll be issued 
very shortly. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1S37. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may remind the House that last time we dis- 
<us8ed the Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill and 
Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar moved a motion for reference to Select 
Committee and the Hon 'hie Sir Bi joy Prasad Singh Roy also moved 
that the Bill be recirculated for the purjmse of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 8th February, 1989. There is a further motion by M|iulvi Abu 
Hossain Sarkar (namely, No. 3) wliich will now be taken up. 

t 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I beg to move that the 
following names be added to the Select Committee: — 

(I) Ifiaulvi Tamisuddin Khan, 

. (2) Mr! Abdul Wabab Khm, 
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(3) Mr. Abdul Hakeem, 

(4) Dr. Mafizuddin Ahmed, 

(5) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(b) Mr. Charu Chandra Boy, 

(7) Mr. Haripada Chattopadhyay, and 

(8) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 

In this conneolion, 1 beg to remind the House that at the time of 
moving for Select Committee, I quoted the opinion expressed by 
Maulvi Taraizuddin Khan in this House regarding the rigours of the 
certificate procedure. I may also quote the speech of Mr. Abdul Bari, 
a prominent member of the Coalition Group, about the same certifi- 
cate procedure. He says, “I join with my esteemed and honourable 
friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan in entering my vehement protest against 
the ure of certificate procedure against the tenants of Bengal. It is 
not only my personal protest against the use of certificate procedure, 
but I believe, it is a protest which will be heard from every member 
of this House,, barring a few, if any. It is not a protest only from this 
House, but it is a protest which has resounded the whole country from 
every creek and corner against the tyranny that is being promulgated 
on the tenantry of Bengal by the use of certificate procedure. It is 
needless to tell the House that every member who comes from the 
mufasail has been flooded with resolutions from the tenants of Bengal. 
The tenants of Bengal have approached us with folded hands and 
tearful eyes to do away with the certificate procedure.” In another 
place ihe same member says that 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid Mr. Abu Hossain Sarker, you cannot 
seize two opportunities to make two speeches on the same subject. 
Here in effect you are doing that. It was only as a special case that I 
allowr*d you to move an amendment to your own motion and I told you 
that yen should make no speech again on this subject, but you have 
got the right of reply. You will now formally move your amendment. 

Miulvi AttV HOSiAIN 8ARKAR: With your permission, Sir, I 
reserve the right of reply, * 

Mr. SPEAKER: These motions are now open to discussion. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am thaakful to my 
friend Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar for honouring me by reproduc* 
»g 

* Mr. DHIRINDRA NATM OATTAi I rise mi a gabil af m4ar. . 
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Rii RARiNDRA NATH GHAUOHURI; Sir, what about tha 

point rf order I raised the other night that Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Boy ^6 motion for re-circulation is out of order? May I submit my point 
more clearly? I refer to section AA{4) of the Rules and Standing 
Orders. This Section says* **an amendment on a question must not be 
inconsisj^t with the previous decision on the same question given at 
the same stage of any Bill or motion. I would next refer to rule 54(.9y 
which says ^‘Where a motion that the Bill be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion is carried in the Assembly and the Bill is 
circulated in accordance with that direction and opinions have been 
■eceived thereon before the date mentioned in the motion, the member 
,u charge if he wishes to proceed with the Bill thereafter must move 
that ihe Bill be referred to a Select Committee unless the Speaker in 
the exercise of bis power to suspend this order allows the motion to be 
made that the Bill be taken into consideration.’’ 

I submit further that sub-sections {2) and {3} of section 54 are 
mutually exclusive. When therefore the Bill now before the House 
has already been circulated and opinions have been gathered thereon, 
it stands to reason that the Bill should be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee for the consideration of opinions that have Wen gathered. I 
think at this stage there cann(>i W any motion for the recirculation of 
the Bill as it is not contemplated by the rule. 

Mr. DH I RE NORA NATH DATTA: Section 55 may apply. There 
is a word ‘Recirculation.” We also find the words that no motion that 
1 Bill be referred to a Select (’omraittee or recirculated for ihe purpye 
jf eliciting opinion thereon shall be made by any member other than 
the member in charge except by way of amendment to a motion made 
by the member in charge? 

Mr. SPEAKERS What is that? 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: In section 55 there is a word 
'‘recirculation,” but I submit that section 55^ ha.s no application here. 
Section 55 contemplates the {lerson who can move. In the present ca^ 
.section 54(J) will only apply| because that sub-section says that once 
a Bill is circulated for purpose of eliciting public opinion if a membfr 
wants to move the Bill be must refer the Bill to a Select Committee. 
So I think the motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh R<»y for 
recirculation is not in order. * 

Hit HifPMt Klmrtla Sir N|kZiMUDDiN: I am glad the leai 
speaker h^a supulied the answer to my frieiM Bai Harendra Hath 
Chiadhnri. Beotion 65 really is the answer to the point of order that 
wai laiiid, a Bill can be recirculated and it can be done 
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by way of an amendment. So far as section 54(J) is concerned that only 
restricts the right of a member to move a motion that the Bill be taken 
into consideration straightaway after the Bill has been circulated, 
namely, the Bill has got to go to a Select Committee before it can be 
taken into consideration. It does not prevent either thfe member him- 
self or the mover of an amendment to move that the Bill be recirculated. 
If recirculation was out of order then its place in section 55(1) is inex- 
plicable Section 55(1) clearly says that the Bill can be recirculated 
eilher by the member himself or when the member has moved a motion 
that the Bill be taken into a Select Committee by way of amendment 
it can be moved that the Bill be recirculated. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI* Not by any other mem- 
ber than the member in charge. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must frankly say the work in this Assembly has 
been so heavy during the last few days that I altogether lost sight of 
the point of order which was raised by my friend Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri and as such whatever decision I may give tvvday must be 
taken as one which might be reconsidered if I am satisfied on recon- 
sideration that the decision which I am giving just now is not strictly 
ill conformity with the Rules and Standing Orders. Por the* time 
being, as I read the rules, I find that the question before me is to decide 
whether it is permissible for a Bill to be recirculated after it has conje 
back from circulation. The sum total of the question is whether a Bill 
which has once been circulated can be recirculated, I take it, Mr. Rai 
Chaudliuri, that that is the essence of the point you h8\e raised. The 
Hon’ble Sir Naziniuddin has pointed out that it jcan be recirculated. 
There can be no doubt that section 65, even if I were not to give any 
interpretation as regards the convention, is clear that there is something 
like recirculation contemplated in the Standing Orders. I, therefore, 
hold that, apart from the fact that it is an established convention, that 
even though the Bill has been circulated it can be recirculated. It is 
obviously so* because after all it is the legislature which is in full 
l^ossession of a particular Bill and how a Bill irill be dealt with is a 
matter which only be decided by the legislature and the legislature 
alone. 1 cannot visualise how a member can stultify a step wbich tb? 
£R>use wishes to take in the matter of recirculation. ! 

The only question which remains is almui section 44(^ which 
Mr. Rai Chaudhuri has drawn my attention '^to, namtly» that the 
amendment in question must be consistent with the previons decision, 
it rn^y, given at ifie same stage of the Bi]!. Mr. Biu Ohaudhttri will 
Inok to the < buiguage oMhis section. The wording |e*'^^at Mie tewie 
stage of any Bill.’' Noi^ thm a^e diftenmt etagts in the 

Standing Buies and Orders. One^ Aage is to talpi |||lto 
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stage is reference to n Select Committee and still another stage 
. is ciiNSnlation for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. If the stage 
td-dity is not the stage of reference to a Select Committee and our stage 
to-day is for. reference io a Select Comraittets as is the motion of the 
inover of the Bill, then we are not exactly at the same stage in which 
\7e wea-e last time. Last time obviously the motion was not for the 
|>urpose of reference to a Select Committee but for circulation. 

To-day^8 stage is not the stage of eliciting public opinion on tlie 
Bill but *of referring it to a Select Committee, as has been moved by 
Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar. It is also quite in order to tak(‘ up an 
amendment which is parmissible under Rules and Standing Orders. 
The question which I have to decide is whether once a mover moves 
that a Bill be referred to a Select Committee, it is open to otlxu' mem- 
bers of tbis House to move to refer the matter for circulation again. 
I hold that so far as the Rules and Standing Orders arc concerned they 
give you the power, — once the member in charge, moves rc'fcrence of 
a Bill to a Select Committee — (lie inlcs give yon the ])owt‘r to move to 
refer the Bill again to public' opinion, that i.s, for recirculation. I 
Lave ju.st now seen the motion and I feel feer the lime bedng thiil the 
motion is in older. Of course it js for the Ifoirso to make a final 
decision, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS May 1 make a fnrtlmr 
submission, Sirt^ 

Mr. SPEAKER I Yes 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: With tliic* deference’ to 
your niling, I would submit that a Bill has got to pass through three 
definite stage.s and not through many stages. The first stage' — the 
stage of introduction — is described in parliamentary language os the 
First Reading, the second .stage — the stage of consideration — as the 
Second Reading and the third stage the Third Rending or the stage of 
final passage of a Bill. Xow 1 invite your attention to section 53 of 
the Assembly Rules and Standing Orders. 

Mr* SPEAKER: May I ask you one question, Mr. CbaudhuriP 
'Do yotl not know of any pret*edent where a Bill has been re-circulaHJf 

Rai MAReNDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: I know of such 
precendentSf^lr, but/so far as w« are governed by these rules, * those 
precedents cannot govern us. As I was saying. Sir, I would invjte 
jbur attention to section M(2), which section contemplates the lecoitd 
stage of% iSill, that is, the 'Vonsideration" stage. It is only when 
the memWin ctriif of a BBl mefes that the Bill be taken into consi* 
ierUkok §t thaIrstaRe the other motions (can come in by way of 
S * : , 
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amendment, — whether the motion be a motion for circulation or for 
reference to a "Select Committee, or whatever else the motion may aim 
at, it may come in only by way of amendment, for the second stage 
l>egins with the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration. 
Next I beg to submit that the motion that has now been made; and 
the motion which was previously made by Mr. Abu Hossain Barker — 
those two motions stand on the same footing, because he invited the 
House then as now to take the Bill into consideration. On the 
previous occasion it was proposed by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy at this very stage that the said Bill be circulated, and that 
motion came in by way of amendment. On that motion the House 
gave its decision and I submit that in view of the previous decision of 
this House the matter cannot be taken up again in view of rule 44(4). 

Mfi SPEAKER* 1 understand your point. Your point is that 
whether we take a Bill into consideration or refer a Bill to a Select 
Committee — that constitutes one stage. Is it not? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Yes, Sir, that is so. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Well, 1 do not agree with this view. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: It would not have been nec'essarj' for me 
on this occasion to make any speech but for the reference made by my 
friend Mauivi Abu Hosain Sarkur witli regard to the speech that was 
deliyered by me on the last session on the occasion when this Bill came 
up for consideration in this House. Presumably my friend 
Mr. Sarkar referred to that speech of mine under the impression that 
to-day perhaps we were going back on the statement that was then 
made. I may infonn him, Sir, that this apprehension of his is 
absolutely ill-founded, absolutely unfounded, because we stick to the 
position that we took up then, and we shall push it forward as far as 
it is possible for us to do so. We said, Sir, on that occasion, and we 
do say to-day, that this Act is not only a repressive, oppresive and 
suppressive Act with all its annotations and connotations, but at the 
same time we submit that this Act should go lock, stock and barrel. 
That is what we said then and what we say to-day. But what is the 
|M>iition now? 1 would further slate that we go further and describe 
it as the Act of ‘*AJ5raiP^ Perhaps my friends on the other side do 
not know what I mean by the word ^AfraiP*. It means **Angel of 
Death”. You know that it comes without any notice, without any 
suihmons, and it comes all unawares. The ” Angel of Death” does not 
take 4otice of the wailings and cries that are put up by husbands or 
fathers or mother or their dear relations. That is how tbeoAct also 
acts upon the people of Bengal, and that is the reason why we want to 
do away with it. But our intention is not to promulgate thib Act only 

‘i 
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for tie purpose of gaining notoriety or for the purpose of gaining 
popularity, but for the purpose of doing some useful, solid and good 
work for the country. Whether the Act itself does credit to a parti- 
cular individual does not oiatter in the least. We want to see whether 
it benefits those for whose benefit we are all assembled here, and tor 
whose benefit it is meant. Now, Sir, if the intention of the Act that 
is going to be referrtnl to a Select Committee by my friend Maulvi Abu 
Hosain Sarkar is to amend certain of its sections only, we do not want 
to amend certain sections only, but we want that the whole of the Act 
should be put a stop to, together with all its sections; and that is an 
achievement of the members of the Coalition Parly. Since that 
pronouncement was made on the lust occasion we strained every nerve 
and we argued and debated with the ministry and we have suceeded in 
persuading them to think on the lines on which the members of the 
Coalition Party thought that this Act should uot be kept in operation 
at least for a period of 2 years. We know that we have get a double 
function— a dual capacity. Being members of the Coalition Party we 
have got to represent the tenants on the one side and also at the same 
time to see that the administration runs on, because if the administra- 
tion be brouglit to a stand-still, we cannot and we shall not he able to 
do any good to the tenants. The whole country gm>s down; it falls 
down like a house of cards. Therefore the general necessity rests on 
this Party to see that the administration gm's on, and at the same time 
U) see that the tenants are benefited. This object, Sir, has been 
achieved. Government W'as apprehending, as we all know, that as a 
lesult of suspension of certiticate procedure, the revenue (d (iovj;rn- 
uient might fall. So we have thought it right and proiHU* that Govern- 
men! must be sliown that their apprehensimi is groundless. By fuels 
and figures we shall sliow that (lovernment revenue will loit fall in the 
least — that rents will continue to Iw realised as tliey have l>e<U) realised 
by the zamindars by the institution of suits in the civil courts or by 
realising rents amicably. Therefore it shows that the apprehension 
of Government is baseless. We have induced the Cabinet to think 
like u.s that is, that the Act should be .suspended. We have gone a 
step further. We have even arranged that khas niahalH and Govern- 
ment Estates should not be left immune and tlie certificate procedure 
should be .stopped also with regard to khas mahal lands and the ( ourt 
of Wards and the private landlords also. What you want, by thifc 
motion we have secured for you; further than that, what do you want? 
Moreover, an assurance has also been given by the Hon ble the Ch^f 
Minister that after the expiry* of 2 years Government will think of the 
desirability of bringing an ainending Act or to see that the whole Act 
is repealed. After this statement of the Hon^ble Chief Ministeij we 
do not think that it will be quite proper and wise to wait for a few 
months more. The effect of this motion to refer the Bill to a Sel^t 
Committee . would be that this Act would go on perpetmtwg iU 
inhumanity'oti the tenants at least for 6 months more, because if it if 
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xielerred to a Select Committee, the Select Committee will submit its 
report perhaps in the course of two or three months, and this BiD will 
not come before this House in less than 6 months. So we shall have 
to wait again and the zamindars and others coming to know that the 
Bill has l)een sent to a Select Committee and is going to be law, will 
try to put pressure upon the tenants to make payments. They will 
also try to issue as many certificates as possible, so that within the 
next 6 months, you will not find any solid or sound man within the 
whole of Bengal, who will have still left with him even a tinkering of 
a utensil in his house. Therefore to avoid that position we bave 
thought that the certificate procedure should be suspended with effect 
from the Isl of Baisakh next, that is, about a month and a half from 
this day. That shows, Sir, that the object of my friend’s motion 
would be defeated if it l>e referred to a Select Committee. Our desire 
is more than satisfied by a suspension of this Act immediately, that is, 
with effect from the Lst of Baisakh. So, on this ground, I think the 
apprehension <hai might have arisen in my friend’s mind is baseless. 

1 stick U) every word that was uttered by me, and as I have stated, 

1 condemn the Bill in the strongest possible language as T do not see 
any utility of it 

Mfi dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: You know that the Bill will 
be of benefit to the tenant. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: AVe know and you also know that if any 
beiiffit can be done to the tenants and the people it can only be done by 
that party which runs the administration. If you really want to do 
good to the people you must join hands with us. By running the 
opposition you are ruining the country and dragging the country to a 
position which no man can tolerate. Therefore, I would ask you in 
all humility, if >ou have no other way left out to you, to join this 
party. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAfl| 8ANYAL: Sir, Murshidabad is fast 
coming into the picture, and I hoi^e Mr. Abdul Bari of Murshidabad 
will not come into the picture as his ancestors did previously 

Miillfvi ABDUL BARI: Our ancestors did not do anything dis- 
creditable. 

« 

Mr. 8ABANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am afraid you will remain 
in delusion, but I do not want to remain so. (Several interrup- 
tions). 

Mr. BREAKER t Order, oi'der. I think the interruptions are not 
proper and may be avoided. 
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Mr. MSANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, luy friend Mr. Alxlul 
Bari Kas inspired in me a desire to speak on this subject liecause a** 
you have just put it, it was not necessary to speak on thi.s matter. My 
friend Mr. Abdul Bari reminds me of a [xuticiilar kind of jxitriot who 
thinks that whatever good to the country* can be done can be done by 
him or his party alone. May I remind my friend Mr. Abdul Bari that 
he has given indirect compliment — I .-^ay, direct compliment — to the 
opjwsitiouists by admitting jiractically that it wa^i by the pressure ».f 
this Bill of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar 

Savtrai nwnib^fS! (ertainly not, never, never; \ou are in a hopeless 
minority. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: VV. are no doubt in a 
minority, but it is certainly not ho|Hdess. In connection with a shoit- 
notice question of yesterday we suspected that this short notice 
(juestion bad something to do with the forthcoming Publii* 
Demands Recovery Bill of Mauhi Abu Hossain Sarkar, and I am glad 
and thankful to my friend that he has made the jxisition ijuite clcvar 
to-day. My friend Maulvi AIkIuI Bari has said that he dixvs not yield 
to this party in bis desire to get rid of the Bill, but he says ho wants 
to go a little further, manely, to g<‘t rhl of the Bill lock, stix’k and 
barrel. My friend, probably rememlieis that in the last session it 
was only on this giouud that our leader op|)osed on principle the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. He said that this Bill was not 
an attempt to forestall the legitimate demands of the tenantrir; it 
was only a hide and .seek |X)licy. We know that the (\)alilion Party 
with an artiticml majority will try t(^ take the credit of such measures 
and will try, if lUHessarv, in order to get that credit, to delay and 
also to defeat the pur{K>se of this progressive Bill. My friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari has 8fK)ken a lot. This is a imrlinment and T cannot 
talk to him straight in his face. If I were in my iwrlonr, I would 
have asked him— is he the .same Mr. Alwlnl Bari who. during the last 
Puju vacati(m and More election, was moving about from door to 
door promising to his constituency that in the first meeting of the 
Assembly he would biing a measure which would bring a millennium 
r j the tenantr>' as a whole 

M«uWi ABDUL BARI: (tn a iMunt of Ijersonal explanation, Sir, 
My friend knows very wel> that I was returned unconiested, and I 
do make it clear that in the next election I will be returned 
by an overwhelming majority even if there is an election. 

Adjmtrnment. 

(A» this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutae.) 
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{After Adjournment.) 


ito. SASANKA SEKHAR MNYAL: Sir, the Bill haa beea 
oppoeed principally on two grounds. The firsl ground that my friend 
advanced is that this Bill does not propose to do away with all the 
Tice in the Public Demands Recovery Act, and therefore the small 
amount of improvement that it is projwsed to be introduced he will 
not acc/ei>t. Well, I submit Sir, he himself does not believe in this 
argument, and it is the argument of pious platitude, and it is only 
a ixdishcd way of admitting that for reasons l)est known to themselevs 
<hey cannot fall in line with the progiessive measure when that pro- 
gressive measure is intnKliued by the Op|K)sition. Sir, I think my 
friend for his candour when he admitted that this Bill could not be 
auf^rrted on account of the difficulties of administration. I would 
have thanked him more if he had said that it is not so miu'h the 
difficulty in the adininistr-ation as the difficulty on the part of the 
administrators. Because we know' that the }>reHent ('abinet is eom- 
IK)sed of a large number of poisons who are themselves vested wdth 
certificate powers, and an> infringement on the light of exercise of 
certificate j>ower w’ill he an iuii>e(liment for these members of the 
(^ibinet, and my friend out of sympathy for ibis f^abinet, out of feeding 
for the helplessness of some of the Ministers of the Oahinet is unable 
le suplKirt this Bill. Sir, there is absolutely no reason wdiy this Bill 
shtuild not find ae-('ei)tance of everybody, beeause we know, Sir. that 
even the Bemgal Tenancy Amemdmeni Bill wliich was piisseel in the 
last^^se^ssion was not very hup]>y. We ('xi)ected nnK'h more progressive 
things and muedi Iwtter I'elief for the tenantry. But still we were 
certainly eager to have what was given hiding our time and attempting 
all the time <o get the remaining during the time that w'e are hei^. 
That is an argument of pra<'tieal ])rudenee; that is an argument of 
straight husiness. Even inv friend Mr. Abu Ilossain Sarkar cannot 
do away with all the difficulties of tfje I’ubiM- Demands Recovery Act. 
While lie is dealing with the leilifiiate procedure, he is certainly 
consistent with what this House did in the last session. Wo voted 
for the abolition of certificate jxiwers so far as private landlords are 
concerned. It is only consistent Sir that we shall vote for the same 
so far as the other landlords who an' getting sjiecial benefits are 
conoerruMl. What is good for the private landlords and the privileged 
landlords ought also to be good for any sensible administration, because 
what is hardship for the tenant is har-tlship all the same. It does 
not matter whether the jhmhoii coueerned is a private landlord or the 
State. If my friend looks at the |iornt of view from the interest of 
the Government, well, I submit that he is making a fundamental 
mistake. We are here not to see the difficiiltie.s of the administration: 
W’e are here to see the difficulties of those who are administered: and 
if we really desire to remove the difficulties and the troubles of those 
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who have sent us here, I hope my friends over there will get rid of 
their sympathy and pity for the administrator and wiU look strai^t 
into the merits of the case from the point of view of the tenants who 
have sent th#m here. * 

Sir, my friend was consoling him.self with the idea that whatever 
comes from the Coalition is good, and whatever comes from the other side 
18 bad. Well, Sir, my friend is stating a thing which is historically un- 
true, He ought to learn that the I^ft Wing of to-dav is the Right Wing 
of to-morrow and the Right AVing of t«-.la,v is a .lead thing to-morrow 
pe Right Wing never .-oines hack to the Left. The old does not come 
back to youth or to greenne.ss. It is the greenness that is in opposition 
to-day which will be at the helm of adniini.strnfion to-morrow. Mv love 
for my friend, my affection for him prompts me to say that before tlie 
Right Wing of to-day e\pii-.>s. he will come hack from the Right 
Wing to the la>ft \\ ing so that In* will survive .some time mojre. 
Sir, my friend interrupted betore the re<ess saving that he went 
on uncontested. We do not gru.lge that. My friend knows, apart 
from personal questions inv.dved herein, that when he came iincoii- 
te-ted he was a member of the t’ongre.ss : when he came uncontested 
he was a friend of the detenus and the ixditical jirisoners: when he 
came uncontesteil, he was a believer in the ideal of (’ougress. Days 
have changed, anil night- have rolled by, and th.ue was .some meta- 
morphosis of m> friend also. Rut I, as a friend, still hoiie that be 
will get rid of the metamorpliosis, and will ,ome back to his foimer 
self, anil the sooner he does, the iK'tter for him and for others too. 
Sir, Is-fore I sit down, 1 will only ap|i«al to my friends over there 
to consider the whole thing not from the point of view of partv pre- 
judices or |«irty atliliation. The> are here to administer relief to 
those who have sent (hem Well, It does not matter whether the 
measure is from (his side oi that side; look at the thing straight from 
the merit; conic to yonr conclusion U|Nm (he merits; and before 1 
resume my seat I will aj.is-al to my friend Manlvi Alslul Haii to 
consider (hat whatever prog-iessive measures are coming from the 
Coalition Party are eoniing, because there is so much prea.sure of the 
opposition from this side, and just as my friend takes i>ri.ie in feeling 
that the Coalition is for lienefit, we also take pride in feeling that 
we are the father of these henefits. If (he Coalition eoiieeive the 
things, it is ..n nieouiit of the seedlings that had been sown by the 
pressure of this op|K>siti.,u. It is true that the jieople on the other 
side conceive things, but wfiat we regret is that the seedlings which 
were sown by us are not proiterly ar cepteil by them and they are not 
able to conceive all that has come from this side. So, Sir, I submit 
and I appeal to my friends to consider, and* I think there will be no 
difficulty ip accepting that if there are benefits coming from the 
other side, if they are the mother of those benefits, we are the father 
of them. 
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M«alvi ABDUL BARI: On a point of personal explanation^ 
Sir 


Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA CURTA: On a point of ord^r, Sir 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; Sir, I rise to 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Gupta. 

Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, the point of order that 
I intended to mise was, if a member having once given explanations 
in a way which was not permissible can again rise to give explanation* 

Mr. SPEAKER: he cannot. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion of my friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar and oppiise 
the Government motion for sending the Bill for re-circulation to elicit 
public opinion thereon. We kmiw, Sir, t)iat this House lias a 
rijfht to send a Bill for re-circuktion but we should be satisfied 
before we send it for re-circulation that there are good reasons for 
so sending it back. Our friend Mr. Abdul Bari told us that the 

purpose of the enactment of this Bill would be served by recent 

Government circular i)Ost|Kming tlie issue of fresh certificates, but 
then, Sir, this circukr has not taken away the law of limitation. So 
before the 1st of Buimikh there must be some certificates is.sued for 
saving limitations, and as we all know the certificate procedure 
being sumnvary proceedings, those certificates which M’ill be issued 
before 1st of Baisakh are sufficient to take away the little 
things that the tenants have been able to still retain. So the 
hardship will never be removed by this temporary measure unless 
we C4»n enact this Bill into law. Sir there i.s no one to supervise 
and cx)ntrol tkit the directions of the Government are carrie<l out 
strictly according to circulars. So if there will be any breach,, 
individual persons will have to approach the Government, and it 
will be very difficult for them to do so. The certificate procedure 

will go on and crush these tenants. Sir, it has been argued that 

the Government revenue might fall down if this Bill is passed into 
an Act, There is no point in this argument inasmuch as we have 
withdrawn the power of certificate used by the private zatniudars. 
If the private camiudars can realise the ^ent from the tenants I do 
not see any reason why the Government cannot realise rents without 
having recourse to this pmcedure. I would have understood the 
position of the Coalition members if they opposed this Bill out and 
out, but I donH understand them when they want to send it 
back for re-circidatibh. Bo they mean that this Bill oon tains suck 
provisions as will be disapproved by local bodies or the people to whom 
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this will be sent for re-circulation. Do they think that the 
provisions of the Bill, as they stand now, are not and will not be 
beneficial to the tenants. I have not heard any member up till 
uow to say 'what are th^ provisions in the Bill which really do not 
serve the Jjul^se of the tenants or are not for the benefit of them. 
Even if it is conceded for arffument’s sake that there are provisions 
in the Bill which are not beneficial to the interests of the tenants 
those provisions may be removed by making amendments. It cannot 
be said again that this Bill is a very complicated one and cannot be 
considered by a Select Committee. If a Bill like the Bengal Tenancy 
Bill could have been passed in this House I do not see any reason 
why such a simple and small Bill like tlie one moved by Mr. Abu 
Hosain Sarkar cannot be referred to a Select Committee. If it is 
argued that it is a Bill to achieve cheap iiotorieix l»y the niemhers 
introducing small improvements in tlie provisions. Sir. I am templed 
to say that there is no harm if we can do a little good to them even 
by such small improvements and I am also tempted to sa> that wo 
learnt this from the memher of the treusurv-hench who iiilroduced 
such a Bill a.H they told us when they intro<luced the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Bill that they were introducing it, though the provi‘ions 
were not elaborate and exhaustive, for the benefit of the 
tenants. Why can’t, in view of that explanation, that motive with 
which the Government of Bengal wn.s prompter] to move the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill be ascribed to the mover of this Bill as well. 
The Bill has been circulated to every member of the House 
and every memher had time to go through the provisions of the Bill 
but no member has said that there is any provision in the Bill \\^ich 
they did not like. From this attitude we <an only infer lital the 

Bill, though it is heiieficent to the interests of the* tenants, will not 

l»e accepted by this House if they are moved by any memher on this 
side. We have already got « copy of the Government Bill for amend- 
ing the provisions of tlie Bengal Public Demands Recxiverv Act. 
I do not know if Government will send that Bill for circulation for 
eliciting public opinion, we shall wait to see what reasons and 
arguments will the members of the C-oalition Group advance against 
referring the Bill to the Select Committee or circulation hut for 

immediate consideration. With these remarks, Sir, ] supp<irl the 

motion. 

Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMAT8INGKA: On a point of informa, 
tion, Sir. In connection vpth Mr, Abdul Bari’s speech is there 
any legal bar to the operation of tbe Public Demands Recfiverv Act 
being suspended if the Bill l>e referred to a Select Committee? 

Mr. IIPEAKER: No, I do not think tbat» there is any legal bar, 

Mairivi AUHAMMAO MOZAMMeL HUQ( •ornftr «!>ni 

MICM imRU fvn Wl#' WMI* "OFT <0^01 
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\T<Hwrwf 6^ vtqjn ^ fwri w to cnrc^t ^ ^ 

W 4fTO CTO Twrmr fClflSl to AI^SETO — “«TO 6TOI# CTT CVl” C*T TOT — 
**TOitr TO TOHCr TO CTO WKTO 3nt r* VS{ CTOITO CPClflCTT CS WECTO 
— TO?r TO mror 5 ?^^ to ^nt; ^eto totot 
CT CTO f¥ fror^ TOfrori c^itos, tots sfws to; csictos aTOs ^^cspt 
TORT, fros CTOS to; CSTCJR TOTCSS pressure STOtSTOS TO CTO ^ STOSS 
SFTT certificate suspend TOT SCSCSl dTO TOS TOS S^T S^ STOS TOTOfSOT flT^ 
fV S«tT SIS I C'SlSSI C*ICSS ^TfS CSTCSfS SSS cut motion CStCStoTT — session a 
CSS TOTCTO CSTSrfroS srflJ^ to CTO CTOS to SSCTO ast Court of Wards aS 
aro fv «(;s;to 9f;aTT TO c^ cTOnta»R sTtl^ 

•nfs chaiionfjjc cTOcs csTC^s cs ®rrfs ^rfs TO ssrc«T asTTs Sas sc5t s;s^ wteTt 
TO TOTCTO CSCTO ^fWTOS STO $ns CC$T TO ST 1 TOST CRSfSTO certificate 
pro( ceding ^«fCS*& STCC TO STO CTO $C^ STS I TOTCSS Revenue 

Minister afcn^fc tSCSCSS CS C*TST STCC certificate SWT Sc^ STS CTS ^ C&^ 

CTOCTOi a;csT^ TOsis^s STO srfca;fc t^scis css tots totI^ »t;^ i a fsrfro&r 

SfTOTS CSTCS S5TT TOTOl TOTTO CTOTfsTO nTti^fl STOT CTOS CSTCTO TO CSTSTS 
TOSTS TOS I fSSSt^ «ITtS SfS*TO ^*CS SSTCST (A V^OIC’K : “TO CSTTO SCS ST I”) 

STSSis scrafc topto. aTOT csrs to st^to fscartris toisi totcss sst ctc^tt s^'cs 

frorlT TOT TOTOl «CTO STCC TOCSS TO^--?W;CSTTO, TOTOTTO, HS^l 
OTTORT S*TOP*T TO I acfro Assembly CC TOST ST CSTCSfS CT S^ CS^ *t/TCC 
•ns Srtl Cat^RT TOTST SrtST tSCPliTR RTST CTCST STS fSTST^^ SfSCS CTOTS Cai4C4 
STR^jpj tJrS, CTST TOTTCSS TOT teiCai S' ‘CS 1 

artiTs croa vrrf^ cssrs policy i tost sto stos c s T CsftTO 
cs ^1' 5TST S^’CS “I04SI fS5TrCS StSTS CSTS, ®[fR, a*TST BTtiTO, — ST G>^ $TST CST^l 
Jbl- JTSTS TOSTS Gv ^T R6STS STSTSjS CTOTCSTC^ SnjT TO Rf SST STS? 
TOTS S»S; STtS SCSCTO—TOSTST TOTCSS TO TO/T. g ( T *R T CHS TOTS TO 

STSCSTI f^TOTl TOETTO TO!^ TOST STt^ STl^ TO CS^^ TOST« 
TO5Tc^ sntsi tost cstst^s, csc^ c^ts t ^Te i t sfsi 

TOST support «SfS TO. <Tg <C SC * ^ S c tfS& T S TORTS 
TOTCT5« TOST STI ( hear, hear.) TORTST TO CTOCSS ST 

«W‘fCSC*6S TO' TOR TOST support CSnS'CCSl 1 TOST CTOS CTOSR SlWsfS, 
TOfcTO CSSTCS aro tot CTOQCSS CTOTCS TOTST ^TTOWJTTF support CTOKST; 
TOW CSSICS TOTS ast «TOrS CTOTCSS crocs •toWC^ support CTOTOT 
STl TOW SSS csiaw cs TOST TOST CTOTfS, CSS TOST (TR TO TO 

oppost' CTOOT *TOT. atr c^ fcs? ^ TO ross ro toW a^ 
a^ CTOS as TOT TOST ^ TO rTO;csH, TOar sros cro aro to;W 
sss toW ar asn ctokss, ass cro toWOs fssjw stcst? cto tost wt¥ 

6T 8TS? 
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^ ii|t JCKSCSM CHANDRA CUPTAs On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the IxMl’ble member entitled to say that no ^'Bhalo foil ” will opi>t>.se the 
OoTeniment ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thaf is not a point of order. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN. That shows his mentality. 

Mailivi MUHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQs^tR W Jtr 

PTOTOt Krm w PWT$r curt aTO^ cf ir mn \ 

*tip( MjwT «iTif PI TOT ^ wi«<, «RT TOTS f«ni roy 

nT?CT tor «if^Rn"«PF pfits a^^te 

CT «iR;ro niTOT. <«'»(( H BRRR ^csw; cr =111 Jt;tir 

JTFSWtiW WTO 9tTf? WTO C4R ' ; t f 5111? 

^rtPITO W ■I;;TO JR I Muslim Btmjjal ?FtC!ITO CSRITCf aTOTRt 

?iTtE^ ^ 1 *aTf»i pyrar cw apiff i reiwit ^Ftcaro a^ f^Ftr; n^rot f¥i;t 
iITt ' 

Mfi DHIRENORA NATH DATTAs On a |u)int (d onler, Sir. 
Is the hon'ble momWr ciilitled to refer to the relationship that sub- 
sists IWween tlie Congress and the other jxirties in this proviio e hen 
he should strictly confine himself to tho motion l>efore the House y 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Datta, I am sorry to idiserve 
that whenever you raise a fKiint of order and the Ohaii' pro('eed.s to ^ive 
a ruling you ought to resume your seat, that is, if your eyes are ojH*n. 
If your eyes are shut, 1 cannot help it. 

I think that is a very delicate fsiint. 1 |>er.sonally think tliat tlii'i 
re< rirainntion could have been .sutely avoided, but unfort unatidy it avas 
introduced by Mr. Sasaiika Sekhar Sanyal. I have more than once said 
that it is one of the wor.st arlvocacies to give “lluhoba” to a judge 
when he gives verdict in your favour. When Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal introduced acrimony into the debate, T felt that if was undesir- 
able for me to intervene at that stage for T thouglit lliat it would end 
there. Had I known at that time that further developments M.mld 
follow, 1 would certainly luni' held that tho disiuisNion w.Uh tuitiiely 
foreign to the subject under consideration, but, in view of the fact 
that my attention has beer, drawn to it, I think that (juite enough 
mutual recriminations have been excbangiMl between the two dift’eient 
parties. Henceforth, 1 rule that the discussion should be stiiitly 
confined to relevant ix)ints, i.e., whether the Bill should Ix" referred fo 
a Select Committee or be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon. 

Mmii vi MUHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQ: ftnr ^ R itRiTO 

^ R Select Committee C5 ^IRR tSRT R 8P5R 5RR C^rCf oppoa • 

PFRtTi VR ?I^R« certificate, RTTCTOH. TO «IRR 

^ ^ R RIRTO — R fw ?lf«[ ael^t committee R R^fT 

TO TOR Rltro RTR tCTR, — WR SWTTOHJ^ dt TOTUt RlHf^ R 

TO ^ «nt3( wff TOfm, TO RJt «nW1 Kif* TO ottrI kiwi Kiti tro 
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^ COT a, by tr 1K5? OTT? OTT? CfCOTCW fd OT fdto. 

«fN OTT C5? d C^ ■lla WWT d OT, OTW flW WT ^TCt, TOT 

& *rm *(m cnro vro «nt=^ *m, mOT abolition a? tot b *rTcn c^roc 
lOTI Government W *1;;^ suspend C?TC?03R ITtlSRT 

W*(W^ flJTOr? support ^1 WlWl W ^ •WW OT ^TWT ^ 
pB(5r« 'BITOT fjPOT ^ 1 Certificate ^ TOT? SWTnTO;;^ a«R COT st W? a 
B TT iC?? TOi d ?T — Government at?^ suspension order fOTTO 5R 
5TO f?*OT CVrc? Bnror a^ STOR oppose TOOTTI Select CommitUo C^ 
fOT, »rRTTO f?RTy(, sran? WTO fC? 1 

Mr. M. tHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to sup- 
js>rt the iiiotiou that has been moved by my friend, Mr. Abu llossain 
Sarkar. Sir, my friend Maulvi Abdul Bari has said much about the 
difficulties and rigours attendant on the certificate procedure, and he 
has also said much alK>ut thi‘ difficulties of the tenantry of Bengal. 1 
sympathise with him from the lH>ttom ol my heart in that respect. 
Everybody knows about the rigouiH of the certificate procedure and the 
hardships that follow from the promulgation of this procedine. 

Sir, 1 fijive not l>een able to follow the argument as to how the 
stoppage or susjwnsioii of the issue of certificates and the reference of 
this Bill to a Select Committee can come into conflict with each other. 
My friends, MauUi Muhammad Mowiinmel llini and Maulvi Abdul Bari, 
have said that this is a move to put the tenantry of Bengal in a much 
mo^’e difiicult iwsition, because if ymi allow the Bill to l>e referred to a 
Select Committee and at the same time the (“ertificate ])rocedure is in 
ojMU’ution, the tenantry of Bengal will W put in a very difficult posi- 
tion, I submit, Sir, that neither the law nor anything else stands in 
the way, and Government have jxjwer to susjHJud the oi)eration of the 
certifi<ate pnxedui’e without an amendment of the Act. We have in 
this House passed a m<>tion tor the abolition of the certificate prooe^ 
dure, so far as private zemindars are ((uicernetl. 

1 do not understand why we i-annot apply the same law to those 
asemiiidars — those fortunate few — whose estates are under court of vai’ds 
and khas mahal. Therefore neither reason nor logic nor anything can 
stand in the way so far as the suspension of the certificate pnvetlure 
is <‘(>n(*erned and reference of the Bill to a Select Committee is con- 
cerned. It is no use hmxlwinking the KiemWrs of this llt»use. You 
may hotnlwink them for a certain length of time but you cannot hood- 
wink the public who are sitting outside as sjieetators. I do not want 
to sj)eak much nor do 1 want to attack anybody. I do not want to 
attack the (joal^ima Part^ I fo s|ieak anything bout the 

Congraas Party. But I may say that Mr. Moaanitnel Huq is possibly 
mistaken and has possibly forgot in his seal and enthusiasm that the 
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Bill ir# initiated on behalf of Krishak Praja Party by Manlvi Abo 
Hossain Sarkar. 

I kx^w Mr. Suhrawardy is jx>ssil)ly feeling the pinch ax my friends 
here are hearing what T*have been saying to this House. I would 
appeal to Mr. Suhrawardy and ask him — (‘an he say that there are 
difficulties in the way of Government so far as the suspension of the 
operation of the certiticate procedure and reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee are concerned. We can sit as members of the Select 
Committee for a certain length of time to consider the provisions of 
the Bill and in l)etween the suspension of the certificate pro- 
cedure may be put into oiM?ration. Wliat is the difficulty? I would 
appeal to the meml)er8 of the (^(»alition Group to consider this. There 
if no use hoodwinking: let us sit calmly and think calmly, I would say 
that there is not the least conflict. Government have got the power to 
suspend the operation of the certificates prix-edure and I appreciate it. 
I thank tlie Hon’hlo Chief Minister that he has promised that he will 
susjvend the certificate procedure; therefore let the suspension of the 
certiticate pro(‘edure be given effect to and let also the Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee. 


Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The (luestion l)e now put. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be re-circulated ^r 
the piirpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 8th February, 1939. 

The motion being put a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


AM«I Alta. MmIim M4. 

AMal Aari. Maatvi. 

AMal Nail, Hr. Hlfia. 

AMal Haklai Vikraaipari, Mr. Mi. 
ANbI HaMM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal JaMar, Maahrl. 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. 

AMal Rartai. Mr. 

AMal UIN Aliwaa. Maafvi. 

AMal MalM, Mr. Ifti. 

AMal Waiai Kliaa, Mr. 

AMaUa-AI Maiawai, Mr. 

AMar RaliaMHi. Rtoa tatoiar A. r. M. 
AMar Raihati, MaaM Mi. 

AMar Maaf, Kfeaa tabii Maahrl I. 
AMar Raat, Mr. tMfe. 

AMar Rnfe. Haahrt. 


Ahnai Naaiala, Mr. 

AhaMi Kbaa, Mr. iyti. 

AINiaiiia AbaMi, Kbaa tabaMr, 
AaiiaaUab, Maalvi. 

Aailr AU. Mi. Mia. 

Aaitraaa, Mr. 4. P. 

Araif^ag, Mr. W. L. 

Aibratali, Mr. M. 

AalM Htttala Kbaa, Maahrl, 
•aaatfMaa, Mr. N. 0. 

Kara! AN. Mr. Mi. 
i bi gf ta i a lr, Mr. i. W. 

OraMfM. Mr. L. M. 

Mai, Mr. Aaabal Obaaira. 

KiMr, Mr. ttpaairaaatb. 
rartoi taca OMvifcaiy, Mr. M. 
ParlHH Kaat KMat«. laiaM. 
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NiMMMtli, Hm !!•#*»(• Mmm* MmHr •# 
MMCto 

NaitNIi OUMrtflNiry, MmM. 

NuMiMta AfeMiil, Kfeti ■•Ml. 

W t t W IWMlWM, MaMffl 
HmMiii ah Kfew. KIM IMiAiir 

MiiMah m nd 

WVwfMB flVv||PMVWf l^nV* 

NstoMallr inniat, Klai laMI. 

NMitfry, Mr. OavM. 

Wm MmH Mia, Mr. 

MalalMa Alaiali Khaa talaiar. 

JaHaiaMia AkaiM, Mr. 

KaMmMla Khaa. Khaa •ahib. 

Ktaaaly. Mr. 1. A. 

Khaltaa. Mr. Dahl hraiai. 

MafiaMla Obaalbary, Maiilvi. 

MafBln, Mr. L. T. 

Mahlal. Maharajkaaiar Ulay Ohaal. 

MahtalaMta AhaiMl, Khaa Aahatfar. 

Maaiat, Mr. Kiral Ohaalra. 

Maaial. Mr. ■afit Ohaaira. 

MaalraMla Ahhinl, Mtalfi. 

MNIar, Mr. t. 

Mahaaiaitl AH, Khaa Kahalar. • 

Maalaai All Maliah, Maahri. 

Maaaaiaiti Naf, Manivi Ml. 

MahaaiaiiM Ahai, Khaa iahih Maalvt tyai. 
Mahaaiaial lirail, Maahri. 

MahaaiaiMl liiMfaa, Or. iytl. 

Mahaaiaial lalaiaiaa, Khaa Sahih Maahrt. 

MalHth, tha Naa*Ma Mr. Mahaaia Kahary. 

MalHak, Mr. MHa Kahary. 

Maibarratf Maaaala. tha Haa'bia Naarah, Khaa 
lahalar. 


MMMy, tha NMHhia liaba^ AMi ihaaOra^ al 
Kailaibanf. 

NataraNah, Nawalaaia K. 

Naaahar AJi.tha NamaMaaMtfai. .. 
Natlaiaaim tha H«i*hla Khwaja ilr, ftSAM. 
Nartaa. Mr. N. R. 

Rattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rabaiaa, Khaa ■ahalar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tha Naa*hia Mr. Rraiaaaa Oah. 

RaJIhaMia TanMar, Maalvt. 

Ray Cbaibary, Mr. Riraalra Kiihara. 

Raiaar Rahauia Khaa, Mr. 

Ray, tha Maa’Ma Hr tljay fraaal thifh, Kt. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaajay. 

Ray, Rai RahaaBr Kibiral Cbaain. 

■•aarvaaia Abaiaa, Mr. 
lairaaila AbaiH, Haji. 

■•Uai. Mr. t. A. 
taaaallah. Ai-Na| Maalaaa Or. 
larkar, IN Haa'Ma Mr. Rallai Raajaa. 
laiaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

•aa, Rai Rahaiar laiaib Ohaalra. 

•trajai lahiBi, Mr. 

IbahakaaaiB. Mr. Khwaja, O.R.I. 

Ihaaitaaaia Abaial Khaalkar, Mr. 

■tavaa, Mr. a. W . R. 
tahrawariy, tha Haa'ila Mr .H. t. 

TaaMviaiala Khaa, Maalvi. 

TaftI Abaiaa Ohaaabary, Maalvi Naji. 

Wallar Rabaiaa, Maalvi. 

Waikar, Mr. a. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Waraiwartb, Mr. W. 0. 

Xabar Abaiaa Obaaahary, Maalvi. 


« 

Ahlal Nafaai, Khaa Rahaiar lyal. 

Ahlai Hakiai, Maalvi. 

Ahlvl MaJM, Maalvi. 

Ahlai Wahal, Maalvi. 

AN Naacala larkar, Maalvi. 

ANI ratal. Mr. Ml. 

Aaharyya Ohaalhary, Maharaja la hi Kaata 
Mahtaiaaba, Myaiaatia|b. 

Altai AH, Mr. 

Abmal Khaa, Mr. lyai. 

Aalaiallla Ahaivl, Mr. 

Raaarjaa, Or. lartih Ohaalra. 

RaaarJJ, Mr. r, 

RwMrJaa, Mr. FraaMlN Hath. 

Raaarjaa, Mr. •iNalb. 
taaarjl, Mr. lalya rriya. 
taaaarjaa, Mr. Maaaraajaa 
Raraia, Mr. Rraaiharl. 

Raraui, Mr. Faiaajit. 

Raraiaa, Mr. Ibyaani rratal. 

RarauM, Mr. Upaaira Rath. 

RaN, Mr. laalaah Kaarar. 

RhawaUh. Or. RaMa«a Ohaalra. 

Rlwai. RaN UInhail Nanyw. 

•tiaMi. Mr. Raalk m. 

RMwaa, Mr. laraai r a RiM 
Raaa, Mr. larat Oh a a lra.' ^ 

N WWNnlFt ■ifa MVWVS Wn|BVh 

ORawapaa^^, nanoaia. 


NOEt. 


Ohavlhari, Rai Hartalra Hath. 
Oai. Mr. Mahiai Ohaalra. 

Oat, Mr. Ralhaaath. 


at 


Oat Qayta. Mr. Khaftaira Math. 
Dai Oapta, Dr. 1. M. 

Oat Oapta, Mr. Maraaira Math. 
Oatta, Mr. Ohtraalra Math. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraalra. 

Oatta. Mr. lakaaiar. 

Oatta Rayta, MN Mira. 

Oatta Mataailar, Mr. Rlharaala. 
laMMai NafVf, Kaii. 

Rhaat. Mr. Atal Krishaa. 
Riaiallla Ahiaal, Mr. 

Rvaiat, m. I. A. 

RatwaaM, Mr. ratal Ohaalra. 
Rayla, Mr.lvgaMi Ohaalra. 
NatMi AH ONwIhary, Mr. lyal. 
NlaMWaifca. Mr. FraNalayal. 
a atilallla Nathaaiy, Mr. lyal. 
laaah AM Majawlar, MmM. 


MaM, A lw a l l i Kaarar. 
MaJaaNw, IMa. HaaMMraao. 
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■akMijl, or. H. •. 

Makfetr)!, Pr. tfearat klniiira. 
Mailtek, trijal Atkvtatk. 
llasktr, Mr. Nbm kkaatfra. 
PaHi, Mr. tvNa Pr a w t. 
PraaiaMk, Mr. TartatekarM. 
RaaiteaMia Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 


Ray, Mr. Rkara Maaira. 

Ray, Mr. KuMlfcrlilHM. 
RafrMr. Rina laakar. 

Ray, Mr. RIakarl Pall. 

Ray, Mr. Maaawlha Ratk. 
taayal Or. Ilallaaktka. 

•aant, Mr. taaaaka lakkar. 
tarkar, Mr. Makkatakaa. 

•aa, Mr. Raftakra Ratk. 
•kakakall. Mr. 
tkaaitakkla Akarak, Mr. M. 
Maka, MJal Maalakra ikana. 
tar. Mr. Naraakn Kaaiar. 
Tkakar, Mr. PraaiMka Raajaa. 
ZaaMa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 115 and Noes 87 the motion was carried 


Mr. SPEAKER: The motion of Maiilvi Abu Hussain Sarkar 
automatically falls through. 


Th€ Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Ameiulment) Bill, 1S38. 

Mr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I lieg to move that the Bengal 
Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1938, as jmssed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

After the heat and turmoil of the previous discussion it is really a 
very pleasant task on m\ part to pro|M>se a measure which 1 am sure 
would receive universal support in ilii.s House. This Bill is directed 
to stop the i)emici()u.s system of pliooka than which a more reprehen- 
sible operation can hardly exist. The present law in regard to crutlty 
to animals has been found wanting in sufiiciently juitting a stop to this 
jwactice. The projiosed Bill which has lieen jmssed by the ('ouncil bos 
in some respects made the rigours of law stringent and it is hojied that 
after this Bill is enacted into law there will he a gieater cheek put on 
the evil. I presume that the hon’ble members all know what the 
phooka is. I am really not in a position to describe in adequate 
language the atrocity connected with this .system. In order to pro- 
fiteer by exacting a little more milk certain milkmen are piactising this 
inhuman torture on dumb animals and I do not know with what 
language to describe this practice. It lia*^ been stated by com|)eteut 
authorities that the milk obtained by the phooka process is not only 
unwholesome to the human being and unsavoury but it is positively 
dangerous to children. Medical men of all system, allopaths like Sir 
Nilratan Sarkar, homeopaths, '^kabirajes and hakims have all with one 
voice condemned the practice and the milk obtained through this prac- 
tice. It is also recorded by authorities like the Secretary of the 
Calcutta ^iety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals that the 
practice which they themselves have witnessed ^ one of the grave#! 
and of the most pernicious character. 
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The Principal of the Bengal Veterinary College liae in addition to 
the humanitarian aspect, from which this practice should be attacked, 
also states that there is an economic aspect involved therewith, namely, 
that the cow or any other milch animal becooies sterile after phooha is 
practised on the same, and even from the economic point of view abo 
this system leads to very dangerous results. Eminent men of all com* 
munities in Bengal headed by no less a j>er8on than our Chief Minister, 
the Hon^ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, have condemned this practice, and the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister has stated that the existence of this reprehens- 
ible practice, is nothing short of a shame to the country. His 
Excellency the Viceroy has appealed to the country to see that this 
practice, this grossly cniel practice 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not sure, Dr. Sanyal, anxious as you are to 
set up Parliamentary conventions and practices here, that you should 
not be following the Parliamentary conventions of not bringing in the 
Oovernor-GeiieraPs or the Governor^ name in order to influence opinion 
one way or the other. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. So far as I know, Sir, it is only the 
King’s name t(» which all references are prohibited in Parliament. 

Mr. SPEAKER. All reference to Viceroy also should be avoided, 
and I think you should avoid that 

^Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Very well, Sir. I find, that 
eminent persons of all communities have condemned this practice. The 
question now is how best to put a stoj) to it. I am sure the (Tovern- 
ment, as much as any other member of this House is keen on jmtting a 
stop to this nefarious practice, ft must be admitted that unless public 
opinion is properly roused, a thing which may be practised secretly 
behind the walls cannot he completely eradicated, but there must be 
at the same time enough legislative j>ower8 in the hands of the Govern- 
ment and the executive to take necessary measures to stop this practice, 
and there must also be such measures which would deter ^ny miscreant 
from indulging in things like these. The Bill that is liefore us seeks to 
make certain small changes in the present enactment. It is expected 
that with these changes considerable powers will he secured in the hands 
of the executive. The most iin|M)rtant change, I must say is where it 
is proposed in section 2 that phooko wiU be regarded as a cognisable 
offence. The other change proposed is to raise the penalty from 
Rs. 200 (which it w^as formerly) to Rs. 500 as fine, and to raise the 
neriod of imprisonment from 0 months to 2 years. There are two other 
^uses which seek to encourage detection. In the first place it is pro- 
fl^d to give power the judiciary to pay a portion of the fines 
realised to the person who helps in the detection and in the second 
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fhet it ifl sought to empower the commissioner of a municipality or of 
lAe Glictttta Corporation to refuse to sanction the construction of build- 
inga or cow-sheds in such a manner that the practice of phooku cannot 
be observed from outside; that is to say, the Corptiration of Calcutta 
and other municipalities are sought to lie empowered to refuse to sanc- 
tion such cow-sheds which seek to have walls round them. 

I need hardly make any more observations at this stage in connec- 
tion with this Bill. I only want to say one word, however. There 
are a number of amendments proposed which 1 find on the order paper. 
A Bill which has been passed by the Council, if it is changed or modified 
in the slightest degree here, will have to he sent hack again to the 
Council. I have carefully examined the amendments. Without 
entering into the merits of any one of them, I will appeal to those 
members who have given notice of these amendments to say whether 
they would like the Bill to In* postponed and the salutary enaotmeni 
that we are all anxious to see enacted at aa early date delayed as a 
consequence of these amendments. Acc ordingl.x 1 vvoulcl appeal to them 
to withdraw the amendments if possible. 

With these words, Sir, T commend the liill as passed by the liegisla- 
tive Council to your consideration. 

Mr, 8ANT0$H KUMAR BA8U: As a representative of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on the Calcutta Societ\ tor tlie l*reveuliou of 
Cruelty to Animals I desire to intervene with a few words in this 
debate. The Calcutta Society for the Prevention ol Cruelty to Anipiais 
Lad been focussing puhlit ultention oa the evil practice of phooka for 
several years i»a8t. Public meetings were organised in collalx)ratiQn 
with the Aiui-plwoka Association whose services in this connection 
ought to be publicly acknowledged. They have created such an amount 
of stir in public opinion that it is mostly on that account that to-day 
we are discussing on the floor of this Mouse a measure which should have 
come into existence long, long ago. In this connection I think a word 
of gratitude is certainly due to Mr. I/alit Chandra Das who initiated 
this measure in the Bengal I^egislative Council, in consequence of which 
it has come before us to-night. 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal in moving the acceptance of the Bill, as it 
has emerged out of the Council has suggested that the amendments 
which have been tabled by different members should he withdrawn in 
order to facilitate the passing of the Bill wdthout any further delay. 
There is considerable force in the suggestion and, personally speaking, if 
this Bill has really attained that strength which the situation calls, for 
then I should support his appeal. Under t^ese circumstanoes wli^ 
according the fullest possible support to the meaiure as it has emergp 
out of the iiegislative Council which has brought into existence a mu^* 
needed legislative measure, I should also ask the Assembly to say 
9 
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whether it is not neceesary, in the interest of making provisions which 
are necessary for the purposes of meeting the situation, that some of these 
amendments should be accepted by this House even at the risk of caus- 
ing some amount of delay in passing the measure in its final shape. 
Those who have considered this question and have taken the trouble of 
tabling these amendments will present before this House their point of 
view. I would earnestly appeal to each and every member of this 
House to accept the principle of this Bill and to make it as stringent 
us possible so that the miscreants who work in the dark, the perpetrators 
of that crime may be brought to book and exemplary punishment may 
be meted out to those who are bringing disgrace upon humanity in this 
city and in the surrounding areas. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I rise to give my whole-hearted 
support to the motion of my esteemed friend Dr. Sanyal. A Bill like 
this was in my opinion long overdue, and the Upper Chamber which 
was taken the initiative in this matter really deserves the oangiatula- 
< ions of this House. (Dr. N.vlinaksha Sanyal: Not Upper Chamber 
but the Legislative Council.) I do not know what is the difference 
between an Upper House and a Council under the Government of India 
Act. Dr. Sanyal sees a distinction where there is no difference at all. 
I for myself am one of those w'lio are not in favour of the existenee of 
an UplMjr House in any province whatsoever in India, yet this is an 
occasion on which we cannot but give our felicitations to the Upper 
House for taking initiative in this matter. (Skver.al members: It is 
not on Upper House.) Some of my friends are incorrigible and are 
not at all generous enough to give the name of Ujiper House to the 
Council. However, Sir, a practice like this that has been in existence 
in this country for so long a time is a slur on the community and it is 
really a matter for gratification that now at last steps are going to be 
taken which, I think, will put a stop to this inhuman practice. But 
I think, one thing will be necessary. A law like this, however 
stringent it may be, is not likely to achieve its pur}Bxse unless there is 
full co-operation of the public behind the measure. In a matter like 
this r think the whole of Bengal wdll eo-operate to make the oj>era- 
tions of the law successful We know, Sir, that those who are mak- 
ing money out of this inhuman practice will try their best to thwart 
the operation of this measure. It will, therefore, be up to us, up to 
those who are against this inhuman practice, to see that the olrjects 
of this measure may not be frustrated by*tho80 people. Sir, not many 
words are necessary to give support to a measure like this. We think, 
the House is unanimous that this Bill should be passed without any 
amendment, lor this reasqn that if certain amendments are passed, that 
will only cause delay to the Bill being ultimately placed on thV^ Startute 
lK)ok. I think, the (Causes of the Bill which are already there will be 
sufficient for fighting this evil. I, therefore, think that those of my 
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fnflnds who have given notice of amendments would withdraw them 
ftnil pass the Bill, as it now stands. With these words, 1 give niy 
support to this BiU. 

Mr. W. C. WORMWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the European 
group, in supporting this measure would like to express its apprtM'ia- 
tion of the Council that has put it before us, and at the same tinw' we 
wish to say how amazed we are that a measure of this soii should 
be necessary at this time. Some of us have been here for many years 
and we cannot remember a time when there was not an agitation about 
this evil. If public opinion means anything, public opinion should 
long ago have forced the necessary action upon Government and that 
we are still discussing this matter, means that w^e have not >et in 
India found means of making public opinion impressive. This is 
a land where tenderness to animals has l>een taught as it has Ihhmi 
in few lands, the land where the IKnllia taught and where the eow itself 
has so to say a peculiar slalus in the national life, and yet to-day 
we have to discuss measures of this sort. The European group gives 
its support wholly and without reserve to the Bill, and I would e<*ho 
the (tpinion already uttered and ^ay that it wo\i]d be well if ne could 
pass the Bill at once as it stands and run no risk of nllowing an evil 
to continue through delay that might follow. Efforts might be made to 
improve the Bill in this way or that. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


Mr, Narendra Nath Das Gupta’s motion that after clause (7) 
the following be inserted, namely: — 
lA. In section 1(J) of the Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, 1920, 
read ‘*to whole of Bengal” in place of “only to Calcutta” 
and the rest after “Calcutta” be deleted. 

was declared by Mr. Speaker as out of order. 

Clause I. 

The motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 

CUtvies 2 and 3. 

« * 

The motion that clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the BiU was then put 
and agreed to. 
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Mr. OEBt PR08A0 KHAITANS There are some amendments on 
the agenda standing against my name. My object was to supply certain 
omissicfis which, I thought, exist in the Bill that have been passed by 
the Bengal I/egislative Council. But, Sir, sA is well known, if any 
amendment is adopted by this House the result will be that the Bill 
will be held up for quite a long time. I personally do not know 
whether any non-official day has been allotted in the Upper House at 
the present moment. In the circumstances, Sir, as it is very necessary 
that the Bill should be passed into law, I do not intend to move the 
amendments standing against my name. 


Preamble . 

The motion that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I put that this Assembly do agree 
to the Bill as passed by the Logical ive Council on the 26th January and 
I move that this Bill be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Bnveepstikea Bill, 1837. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the Bill be referred to a 
Seldht Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Depart- 

ment, 

(2) Mr. Sautosh Kumar Bosu, 

(3) Mr. W. L. Armstrong, 

(4) Dr. Naliuaksha .Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(6) Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed, 

(7) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(8) Mr. C. Griffiths, 

(9) Mr. H. K. Norton, 

(10) Mr. H. C. Bannerman, 

(11) Kaii Jtodndul {toque, 

(12) Mr. Syed Hassan Ali Cbowdhury, 

(13) Mr. Hogers Haywood, 
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(14) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, and 

(15) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 31 st March, 1938, and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, in doing so I must say that I am now fortified with the public 
opinion. It was circulated for public opinion, and so far as lour 
volumes that have been received, only in nine cases the supiwrters are 
in favour of Sir Naziinuddin, while the whole of Bengal is practically 
in my favour. Now, it can be safely said that Sir Nuximuddin will 
now, in the light of ]mhlic opinion, which is in n\\ favour, find no^ 
hesitation in supiK)rting tlie Bill on Indialf of the (lovernniont for 
reference to the Select Connnittee. Sir, as public memory is pro- 
verbially short, r have to meet the arguments that were put forwuid 
by Sir Nazimuddin in inovin^r his motion for eirculation last session. 

I must jK)int out that this meaMire has Iummi Indore th<‘ Legislature for 
the fifth time, and every time it was brought Indore the House the 
same argument was given by Sir John Woodhead and other members. 

T mean, Sir Boliert Beid, etc., and it is unfortunate that the same old 
argument has been put forwaid by Sir Nazimuddin in the new House. 
The only argument on which he takes his stand is the (juestioii of 
morality. The only point that he insi.sted is that it is immoral and 
Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin and .some other memlK‘rs aLo brought the 
question of Koran. Sir, T must confess that gambling is not (*ncouraged 
by any religion or hv anybody, but that is not the |w)inf. The |)oint 
is whether this should he supimrted or should not l>e supinuted on^ther 
grounds. The only ground of morality d<»es not stand. I will prove 
that to Sir Nazimuddin in a minute. Sir, if if is against the Koran, 

I do say the Koran is far more emphatic in matters of wine and 
debauchery'. Then, Sir, it is up to Sir Nazimuddin to at once stop the 
FiXeise Department, and if he cann(d do so, the only logical course ff>r 
him io to resign at once. 

Sir, it is not the fir^t time that this is diHcouraged, but then T 
fail to understand why they should encourage existing lotteries that 
are going on here, ft is sup|Kuted by all, from the Ministers of 
the State to the Ministers of the ('hurch, and lotteries are being held 
as I pointed out when I m<ne<l my motion, T name<l them but still 
Government would not take action and like the }>roverbial Ostnch 
shirk work. Sir, if the opifiion is scrutinised, we will find that per- 
sons interested in other lofteri<‘s have only given the opinion against 
me, and I will prove fhat some are directly interested and some are 
iniirectly interested. However, that doej not matter. The only 
that matters is for the Government to consider whether public 
opinion is* in my favour. Now, Sir, if T scrutinise the speech again of 
Sir Nasimuddin, he pointed out the evil effects of this, and for example 
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he qiiated a single instance of a man in Bombay who died by shock 
alter hearing of a large prize he obtained in a lottery. Sir, this is bnt 
a solitary instance, but what about the millicms dying for want of 
proper medical attention and for the lack of hosjHtal accommodation. 
Here, particularly in Bengal, Sir William Prentice and other Members 
replying to the debate could not answer Mr. Armstrong’s enquiries 
aWt hospital arrangements, and the only argument that they put 
forward was that it was not possible to make those hospital arrange- 
ments owing to the paucity of funds. Sir, that being the case, is it 
not time for Government, as I have suggested in my Bill, to accept 
my motion and discourage this sort of lotteries in Calcutta? Govern- 
menf offen talk of anomalies, but if they accept my measure they 
will have no occasion for those anomalies, because I have given them 
the power of rule-making, and have also given them power of issuing 
licenses, and application for deposit under this Act. As a matter of 
fact, I have given alwohitely a blank cheque to Government. 

Sir, as the time is veiy short, I must put the whole matter in a 
nut-shell. And fortified as I am by public opinion, after referring to 
only one fwint T will resume my seat, and that j>oint is that while 
lotteries such as race course betting and even dog-racing may he 
patronised by Government, what difficulty is there in accepting my 
motion and referring it to Select Committee? Even if there is 
any difficulty on the part of Government, their point of view may be 
discussed and decided in the Select Committee. 

With these words. Sir, I move my motion for reference to Select 
Committee. 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Sir. T rise now on my own former 
ground as supporter of Mr. P. Banerjee. My name i.** associated with 
the lotteries for hospitals, etc. On the last occasion, when Sir Naziin- 
uddin opposed this measure he drew a tragic picture of a man who died 
as a result of hj'u'c.* a winning ticket in a Jotter}-. I trust that the 
next absence from this House will not be due to somebody having been 
left a large and unexpected legacy. Sir, I want to convey this to my 
Mahoinednn friends over here. I can understand orthodoxy and I can 
understand our defects and superstitions and I will never advocate 
gambling as such. T have never come to the Council to tell why 
lottery tickets should be sold, I have heard Mr. P. Banerji well. A 
Hospital ticket is worth Rs. 7-8 and that money goes to the Hospital. 
If w^e can do something good to hospitals, I cannot understand what u 
the wrong in selling such tickets for a good purpose. Ireland has made 
large sums of money by the sale of tickets. People who have got the 
moral courage have extric«te<l themselves from the clutches o( the sale 
. of bogus tickets. When I advocate lottery tickets for the benefit of 
hospitals only, I do it with this point of view; first of all to relieve the 
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budget and in relieving the budget Mr. Banerji forgets to mention in 
his ^eech about Education, Medical, etc., but it will do relief for the 
people in respect of medical aid. Next year you can use them for eduoa- 
tional works, allowance money of students, etc. I was once investigat* 
ing the affairs of theTtfedical College Hospital. There was a time when 
I was on the Presidency Hospital. I refused to sign a book having 
noticed something wrong there. Doctors know it, nurses know it, 
everybody knows it. I am not here to deliver a long speech but I do 
think that the matter should be referred to a Select Committee and let 
us get their considered opinioii.H taking into consideration the sale of 
tickets for philanthrophic purposes, an<l then you will find soinetliing 
to come out. I can assure you vsuccour. ^ ^ 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not know how 
the mover of this motion got the idea that I opposed the Bill merely on 
grounds of morality. I opposed it primarily because it is the most 
expensive way of raising money for any purpose — l>e it charitable or 
for administrative purpose. 1 opposed it because in a poor country 
like India it will be ruinous to the cultivators am! the niusHes to have 
lotteries run in this province. People have heen carried awa> with 
the large aiiiounts of inone\ made by Ireland. JMease do not forget 
that Ireland has stepped in and taken the cream of the market. You 
cannot compete with Ireland and get the same amount of moifey from 
foreign countries as Ireland has done. The money you will have to 
raiFe from Bengal, ami has uii\hody visualized \shul it >\ill meany It 
will mean that every person in every village will be running ahoutmvith 
slips of paper saving lottery tickets to be s(d«l for two rupees ami three 
rupees ami every poor man will be tempted w'itli an idea of winning five 
lakhs or ten lakhs b> these tickets. People who will not be in u position 
to afford money for buying these ticket.s, there is going to be a Hill. 


Mr.'jOGESH CHAHDRA GUPTA: What alxuit the Treble ToteP 

Th% Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 expected a better retort 
than that from Mr. J. C. Gupta. That is just the ]»oint. The number 
of race-goers, the number who buy tickets for the Treble Tote is limited 
to the few who visit Calcutta whereas these lottery tickets will Imj 
hawked about in every village in every town, in every hamlet of Bengal 
(hear, hear) and there can i)e no comparison whatsoever to anything 
that is being done in Calcutta or a town like Dacca to the selling of 
tickets. Not to the limite<l number of people but to every one — ^men 
and women — ^in Bengal. In every house you will have with this un- 
employment thousands of people who will go forward to sell these 
tickets, ahd the promoters once they have got permission with their 
idea that the end justifies the means and the end being the elevation of 
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distress every one will come forward to sell these tickets. They will 
eomh about in their villages in their towns far remote in the interior. 
Everywhere j’ou will see the agents running about with a ticket in hie 
hand trying to sell them to the poor cultivatons. This is the thing you 
have got to visualise. That is going to happen but please do not forget 
this. It is nothing like going to the race in Calcutta where about 50 or 
60 thousands of people are betting. It is nothing. The comparison is 
the thing that counts. It is the comparative evil that is there. It is 
this that the number of people affected in these is insignificant compared 
to thp number of people who will be there and again please, Sir, 
remlmb^r people who go to the race-course go willingly with their eyes 
open.' They are not canvassed, they are not asked to buy tickets-, 
whereas in this in every house in every village hut there will be people 
not only the men wlio go <o the races but the women will be persua*le<l. 
“Here you are, this two rupees ticket will ietcb 50 thousand rupees as 
first prize, 10 thousand as the secomi prize, 5 thousand as the third 
prize." That is what is going to be told to the womenfolk to the men, 
to the boys to anyone who can get hold of that ticket. That is the 
temptation that will he put forward. That will he the thing that in a 
poor country where people are not even able to pay their rents, people 
who are not able to pay their taxes, people who are not able to pay their 
Mahajan who cannot pay 12 annas for primary education, those people 
will bo^uying the lottery tickets. I ask from the economic; point of 
view nothing can Ik* more pernicions and disastrous to tlie people of 
Bengal than tbis and where are you going lo draw up your limits Any 
nunjber of these societies, any number of these clubs they will come 
forward to offer to sell the tickets. The bets will be innumerable. You 
will not he able to distinguisli between them and I hen comes the great 
danger there is the abount you pay foi* spurious tickets, faked tickets 
l>eing sold in large number in the remote villages w here detection will 
be impossible and these poor j)eo}de will pay for their such tickets. 
They are ignorant ; the^ never see the* pajeers. They know noticing. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Bengal will be ticket-minded. 

The Hofi«lile Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Please do not think that 
you have made the remarks in a ffipjeant way. It is absolutely correct. 
It will really become so. 

Wlmt is more these spurious tickets forged tickets will be hawked 
about in the remote village.^ and it may Iv ver> difficult to detect them 
and there will be large numbers of ]>eople who w ill be swindled if these 
things are done. Therefore, I submit that this is a thing which should 
tMff I>e encouraged, and cannot be encouraged, either from the ecotiomio 
|)Oint of view ot^from the administrative point of view. Thfe tattipta- 
tion, I admit, is very great. Here is Ireland wdth its millions for ita 
hospitals. 



1938.] NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 121 

Mr. 8ANTMH KUMAR BA8UI But there is Behak with its dog- 
racing ! 

Tile Hoil’blo KhwejrSir NAZIMUDDIN: But stopped, please 
remember. And here are these tickets being sold in large numbers and 
people are being tempted to spend their money. And if the money 
were to come so easily, why is it that in other places they ore not having 
the same degree of success as Ireland is having? Remember that once 
you start lotteries here, the Irish lottery' tickets will be sold ten times 
more in number than they are now, and what is more the money v^ll be 
going out just as much out of this country as it will he coming in Here. 
At the present time liow many pe(>|»le are there who know anything 
about lotteries, but once every paper of yours publishes big advertise- 
ments — full-page and half-page advertisements — and once every 
vernacular paper publi>lips lottery sweep advertisements, everybody 
will begin to think of sweepstakes as a ver\ good thing. And, once 
you have taken one ticket for one sweepstake, yc»u will he looking 
forward to another sweepstake, and so on, and .m) on, with the result 
that you will have foreigners sending out tickets in thousands to this 
country for the purpose of sale to the poor and ignorant villagers — not 
only for Irish sweeps but also for bogus sweeps as well, run in certain 
European towns. These poor people, as one can well imagine, will be 
buying these tickets, and at the end of five or six months e\%ry poor 
man will think that he has got a good chance of winning a prize. I 
would point out that the result of this will he that these ])oor men will 
not be satisfied with the sweeps that are run in Bengal only — Ihey^uill, 
in fact, be looking forward to the sweeps that are run outside Bengal. 
Therefore, Sir, I think that, apart from religious and Tnf)ral rounds, 
from the economic point of view also, these sweepstakes are pernicious 
and are things which should be avoided and certainly should not he 
encouraged. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: What about the Turf Chib 
Sweepstakes ? 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: I submit, Sir, that the question be now put. 

Til# Hon’bl# Khwtja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Hae the hon’ble mover takerf the consent of the members proposed for 
the Select Committee? 


Mr. fPiAKER: Tes. 

Tb. Hen'bl. KInmi). lir tHAZlMUDOIN: But what about miii#^ 
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Mr, SPEAKER! I suppose, ]£e has taken it for granted, as under 
the rules the member in charge of the department must be named a 
member. 

I shall now put the question before the House. 


Mrs L. ARMiTRONCs Sir, I submit that there is nothing for 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister to rise on a point of order. He is 
simply labouring under a misapprehension 


Iff, SPEAKER: I am afraid you have nd right of reply. 


Mr^ W. L. ARMSTRONG: No, Sir, I was not replying. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 


(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Depart- 

ment, 

(2) Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 

(3) Mr. W. L. Armstrong, 

(4) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(6)^ Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(6) Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed, 

^,(7 ) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(8) Mr. C. Griffiths, 


(D) Mr. fl. R. Norton, 

(10) Mr. H. (\ Bannerman, 

(11) Kazi Knidudul Hoque, 

(12) Mr. Syed Hassan Ali Chowdhury, 

(13) Mr. Rogers Haywood, 

(14) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, and 
(16) the mover, 


with instruction to submit their rejmrt ^y the 31st March 1938, and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee he fixed at five, being put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


Ir.t. A. 
■r.t. 
«r. W. f. 


AYC9. 
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NOEI. 


AMvI 9t0U IttfrinL 

am mi** 
ambi nmm, mmM. 

AMbI HfllhB VtfcTBBIpBrf, Hr. ■<. 

ambi nbbm. nr. A. n. 

AMBlMBrlHMfrBB.nr.M. 

ambi km. nr. 
ami Kart«. nr. 

AMbI UW •inrir. ntBlvI. 

AMBI naili. nBBttri. 

AMbI naJM, nr. IfM. 

AMbI WalM» KIibb. nr. 

AMbI WbBM. ntBlvi. 
ambhb^i naiiBM. nr. 

AMBr KakfliBB. Khaa KaliatfBr A. r. n. 

AMBr RaBBiaB IMAbI. nr. 

AMar RatMai. naahrl M. 

AMar Raaf, Khaa laMB naalvl I. 

AMBr Raaf. nr. Ikali. 

AMat BlialMM, naatal M. 

Aka NiMaiB tarkar. naalvi. 

AkBal rail, nr. M. 

Akal NaiMai, naaM. 

AMI Mataala, Hr. AkflMd. 

Aftak AH, nr. 

Attak Naaaala Mariar. naalvL 

AkaM4 All. Kkaa laklk naalaaa taaralMr* 

AkflMB All nrMka, naalvl. 

AkBMtf Haaala, nr. 

AkaNB Kkaa, nr. lyM* 

AiraiaMlB AkiMB. Kkaa takMar. 

ABiiaatlak, naalvl. 

Aaiir AN, m. Wa. 

AaBtfMa. nr. 4. P. 

AtkrafaN, nr. U. 

AalM Nawaia Kkaa, HaatvL 
laaaaraiaa, nr. H. 0. 
iaral All, nr. m. 
taraM, RaM Praaikarl. 

Baraiaa, RaM Skyaaia PraaM. 

Raraiaa, RaM Upv"Nra Halfc. 

BraaiaM, nr. L. n. 

Oai, nr. Aaakal OMMra. 

Dan, Raka OaMaBra Hatk. 
likar, nr. llMMraaatk. 
lanaial NaRaa, Kail. 
parkM Rata Rkaarikanr, nr. M. 

ParkBt Raaa KkaMfli, Ragvai. 

PailBl Nat. tM Maa'Ma nr. A. K. 

PaaM QaaAr, KMa RakaMr naBlvI. 

Panar RMaMB. nr. 

Panar takaMa naklaar, nr. 

M bib MIb AUbmB OkaMkari, nr. 

RalBBi tararar Naaaiai. nr. IMk SfaB. 
NakNNrtlak, fM Maa’Ma Raarak RakaBar HR. v 

Mai a aBBIa RMarakBry, naalvl. 

Ma ail B MBIa AkaiM, Kkaa MMk. 

Naaaa All tkaBBlkv^, nr. BfaB. 


NaaaaaiaaaMa, naalvl MB. 

NaiMai All KMa, KMa RakaBar. 

Naalaa nariMB. nrt. 

NaliMaltyBaaiaBar, Kkaa laMk. 

NlrtBal , Mr. n. A. P. 

Mrtt AkaMB Mia. Mr. 

BatalaBBIa AkaiM. KMa RakMar. 

BalalaBBIa NaiMaip, Mr. tyvB- 
BaalaiaBBiB AkaiM. Mr. 

Jaaak All MaJaaiBar, MaatvI. 

KaMraBBIa KMa. KMa laklk. 

HaRiaBBIa IMMkarF, Maalvl. 

MaktakaBBIa AkaiM, KMa RakMar. 
naaBal, Mr. Raaka RaMrI. 

MaaBal, Mr. Rlral IkaaBra. 

MaaBal, Mr. Ba|at OkaaBra. 

MaalraBBIa AkkaM, Maalwl. 

MUtar, nr. C. 

MaMaiMM AN, Kkaa RakMar. 

NaMaai All Mallak, Maalvl. 

MaiaaiBiil Hai, Maalvl MB. 

MaMaiaiaB Altai , Kkaa Mklk Maalvl lyM* 
MaMaiaiaB lirail, Maalvl. 

MaMaiaiM SMBlfBa. Dr. lyM. 

MaMaiaiaB Balalaiaa. Kkaa Mklk MaaNI. 

MatUak. IM Naa'Mv Mr. MakaaBa Rtkary. 

Malliak, Mr. Palla RMary. 

Matkarraff NaMala, IM Nta’kM Navak, Kkaa 
RakMar. 

Maitafaivral Naaaa, Mr. lyM. 

RaaBf, IM NaaMa Makara|a Irli Rkaaira, if 
Kaalaikaiar. 

Natarallak, NawakaaBa K. 

Naakar, Mr. Naai OkaaBra. 

NaatMr All, tM Naa’kia Mr. IpM. 

MaalaiaMia, tM Naa’kia Kkaraja Mr, K. 0. R I. 
Praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlalakaraa. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa RakaBar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tM Naa’kia Mr. Praiaaaa Dak. 

RajIkaBBIa TaraMar. Maalvl. 

RaailaaBBIa AkaiM, Mr. 

Rap, Mr. PaUraia. 

Rap, tM Naa'Ma Mr Ri)ap PraiM Ma|k, Kt. 

Rap. Mr. DMaaalap. 

•aBaraBBIa AkaiM, Mr. 

•aNraBBIa AkaiaB, NaJI. 
laHai, Mr. I. A. 

•aaaaliak, AI>NaJ MaalaM Dr. 

•arkar, tM Naa’kia Mr. Nailai Raa^aa. 

Mrajal lilaa, Mr. 
tMMkaBBlB. Mr. Kktaaja, 0. R. K. 

•MkaBatt, Mr. 

•kamaaBBIa AkaiM, Mr. M. 

•kiBUBOMa AkaMB KMMkar, Mr. 

•akraararBp, IM Naa’kia Mr. N. 1. 

TaailtaBBlB Kkaa, MsbIvI. 

Talai AkaMB Ok aa B karp, Maalvl NaN- 
WaNar RakaNHi, MaalM. 

WarBatrarlfc, Mr. W. 0. 

ZaMr AkaMB OkaMkarp, Maalvl. 

• 


The Ayes being 6 and tlie Noes 117, the motion wao loot. 
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TfM Bmgal Hofiey-ltiMim Iil7. 

Mr« SPEAKER: Order, order. It is proposed from the Congress 
Group that the House should sit a little lafhr to-night and finish the 
next Bill in the items of business which is said to be non-controversial 
so far as its reference to the Select Committee is concerned. I under- 
stand that there will be no speech: only the mover will move that the 
Bill be taken into consideration. Have any of you got anything to 
say about it? 

Mft DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: If I may be permitted to inter- 
vene, I may mention that there are certain very important niatter< of 
principle involved in the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, and I, therefore, 
‘Want to discuss it. Sir, you have been pleased to say that the Bill is 
non-controve^sial but 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not say, “the Bill is nou-conirover.sial.'* hut 
I said that there was no controversy about its reference to a Select 
Committee. Do you want to raise any point and discuss it, 
Mr. Khaitan ? 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Yes, Sir, I want to raise a few 
points and discuss the principle before the Bill is referred to a Select 
Committee. 

•Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any other member anIio wants, to speak 
on the Bill? If so, I shall have to postpone it to-day, otherwise I will 
ask Mr. Khaitan to speak. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL (and others): AVe do not w^mt to 

speak, 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: I beg to move that the Bengal Money- 
lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1JK17, he taken into consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not make a speech. 

THa Han’tila Nmab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, KImm ialiidttri 

I beg to move by way of amendment t^at the Bengal Money-lenders 
(Amendment) Bill, 19tS7, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of— 

(1) Rai Jpgesh Chandra Sen Bahadur, 

(2) Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta. 

(3) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 
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(4) ]ift'*Snr«iiirs Nath Biswas,^ 

(8) Mr. *Pulin Beliary Mullick, 

(6) Babu Ksbetra Nath Singha, 

(7) Mr. Abmed Hossain, 

(8) Mr. Mirsa Abdul Hafiz, 

(9) Maulyi Abdul Hakim, 

<10) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

<11 ) Mr. Facliir Rahman (Myniensingh), 

(12) Mr. Abdulla-Al ^ahmood, 

(13) Mr. Shah Abdur Rauf, 

(14) Maulvi Zahur Ahmed ('houdhury, 

(15) Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afial, 

(IG) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

U7; Maulvi Abul Hahisin, 

(18) Maharaja Sashi Kauta Acharjya Choudhury, of Muktagachai 

Mymeneingh, 

(19) Mr. L. M. Oioafield, 

(20) Mr. R. H. Ferguson, 

(21) Mr. G. Morgan, 

(22) Mr. Shah Syed Gholam Sarwar Hosaini, 

(23) Maulvi Aftab Hoesain Joardar, 

(24) Babu Jatindra Nath Baau, 

(26) Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar, 

(2G) Maulvi Md. Mozammel Huq, 

(27) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 

(28) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(29) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(30) Mr. Atul Cli. Kumar, 

(31) Mr. Mauoranjan Baunerjee, 

(32) Mr. A. M. A. Zaman, and 

(33) myself (Hou’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur), 

with instruction to submit tl»ir report by the Slat July, 1038, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to conititute 
a quorum shall be five. 

I would ^ikf to add a few more names to thii list 

Mr. S^EAKiR: I won’t allow it. I cannot accept names sent at 
the eleventh hour. 
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The Hon'hle Nawab IIUSHMRUFF HOttAIN, KM Bahadur: 

I do not think any speech is necessary at this stage as we all agree to 
the principle of the Bill. 

Mr. OEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: 1 am Tory sorry that I find 
myself in a very awkward situation in haring to trouble this House to 
listen to a speech of mine at this late hour on principles affecting the 
Bengal Money-lenders Act and the Amending Bill that has been put 
forward. Let it not be thought that I am opposed to the principle of 
reduction of interest, but certain principles have been introduced in the 
Bill which cannot be supported on the ground of any economic theory 
or practice and that is my justification for troubling this House to 
listen to a few words of mine. I would, in particular, draw the atten- 
tion of the House to a certain amendment which is sought to be made 
to section 6 of the Bengal Money-lenders Act and that will illustrate the 
principle which I am trying to put forward before this House. Section 
5 of the Act says “No money-lender shall recover by suit interest of any 
kind at a rate exceeding ten per cent, per annum in respect of any loan 
made ^f ter the commencement of this Act under a contract which 
provideF for the payment of compound interest.” To this section an 
amendment is sought to be made that instead of ten per cent, the rate 
of interest should be three per cent. only. I wonder whether the mover 
who has drafted this Bill or even the Government has considered in full 
the effect of amendments of this character. Even the biggest industrial 
firms cannot get loan at a rate of three per cent, per annum and by this 
amejdment it is sought for all time to come to reduce the rate of 
interest to three per cent, per annum only. I can quite understand the 
Government which has got control over currency operations moving for 
the reduction of the rate of interest to three per cent, for all time, 
because it could by expanding currency to a sufficient extent keep con- 
trol over the rate of interest in that manner, but it is well known that 
no FrovinOial Government in India has the slightest thing to do with 
the Currency Department of the country or with the Reserve Bank 
which is to issue the currency notes. We have no control whatsoever 
principle that the rate of interest should be reduced in this manner is 
over the currency of this country, but in spite of that to accede to :i 
pirinciple that the rate of interest should be reduced in this mannef is 
to my mind something which cannot be acceptable to any person who 
thinks over this problem. 

Even the amendments to the other sections of the Act proposed to 
reduce the rate of interest 

Dr. NALItlAKSHA BAN YAL: May I rise on a point of order? 
I find that Mr. Khaitan is examining the clauses and amendments and 
is trying to make out that the principle is not acceptable. These are 
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»ubi<Wtt8 that can very well be taken up in the Select Committee. I 
gubmii that if* there is no objection to the principle, namely, that relief 
ehoilM be giTcn to the debtors, we should proceed with the present 
proposal to refer the Bill JU> a Select Committee and no further time of 
the House should be taken by this sort of discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ehaitan now represents the caus<> of a 
minority interest in this House, 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: If the House is not prepared to 
discuss the principle, I do not want to waste the time of the Hcmse any 
further. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Would you move your motion P 

Mr. OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: My motion was to circulate the 
Bill for opinion. But inasmuch as the (lovernment has come forward 
with a similar motion 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of orSer, Sir, 
that motion cannot be moved. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: A point of order lias been raised 
that nobody can open his mouth. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you going to move your motion ? 

Dr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: No, Sir, I am not going to move 
it. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: On a point of order, Sir, will the word 
“Mymensingh” be written along with my nameJ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I Iihn e never heard that a point of order (oncerus 
Mymensingh. (Laughter.) 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: I accept the Select Committee proposed 
* by the Hon^ble Minister. 

The motion of the Hon’ble»Nawab Musharruff Hossain was then put 
and agreed to. 

Dr. IIALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May 1 submit that there are two 
similar n^ptious with regard to Money-lender! Bill? Will you kindly 
exercise your special power to take them up to-day and dispose of them, 
so that ^e Money-lenders Bills may be examined fSgbtherP 
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Hft fFlAKf III I do not think it is neoessary for me to get those 
motions moved, and if there be unanimous agreement, they should be 
referred to a Select Committee, that will serve the purpose. I think 
I can move on your behalf that these two Bills, namely, the Bengal 
Money-lenders (Amendment) Bills, 1937, by Maulvi Eajibuddin Taraf- 
dar and Maulvi Abdul Hakim be referred to the same Select Committee. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjourfiment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Although I wanted to announce that the House 
will sit at 3-45 to-morrow, some members urged that we should sit at 4 
p.m. instead. Therefore I adjourn it to 4 p.m. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till 4 p.m., on Thursday, the 3rd 
March, 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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ProcMtBngt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
imder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

e 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 3rd March, 1938, at 4 p.m. 


PrtiMit : 

Mr. Sjieaker (the Hon ’hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haquk, 
c.i.E.) in the Chair, ten Hon’hle Ministers and 211 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Detenu Babu Nalini Kanta Chakravarty. 

M30. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHANO: {a) Will the Hon^ble 

Minister in (diar^^e of the Home (Siiecial) Dejmrtnient be pleased to 
state why detenu Babu Nalini Kanta (’hakravarty interned at Haul- 
nagar Camp in the district ot Kajshahi has not yet Wen released? 

(b) Is it n fact tliat the (loverninent proposed to release all the 
detenus interned at rnufassiiJ ^illu^reH? 

(c) If so, why the said detenu has not yet been released P 

(d) Is it a fact that in spite of his repeated requests no information 
has been given to him regarding his sister Hashyabala Devi detained 
a few months ago at Barisal Jail? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, what is the reason of 
this? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME SPECIAL DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) He has been sent to hia 
home. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

(d) He was not allowed to i-orrespond direetly with his sister but he 
has been in communication ^itb other riiemliers of the family. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN4 AN TH AMUR: ^ With reference to (d) 
will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state if it is the practice 
that correspondence is not allowed between any two detenus interned 
at different places P 
10 
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Tfm Hofi'bla Klwrala Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Tea. 

Mailfvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why correspondence of this detenu with his sister was refused f 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN; Because she was a 
detenu. 


Internee Babu Brahmadas Talukdar. 

M31. Mr, AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Babu Brahmadas Talukdar of Tangail, has been interned 

in police-station Sahanga, district Midnapore; 

(ii) that he has been suffering for the last six months from a severe 

attack of malaria, and 

(iU) that the temperature is rising up to lOf) degrees at present? 

(h) If the answer lo (a) is in ibe affirmative, what steps, if any, have 
the Government taken for his treatment? 

(c) Is it a fai't that the elder brother of the detenu submitted an 
application to the Government praying for his treatment and nursing 
with him as guardian? 

(u) What is the decision of the Government on the said application? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: He was at Sabanga, but 
has l)een sent to live with his brother at his home in the Burdwan 
district. While he was at Sabanga no complaint as to his health was 
received from him. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the detenu is getting any allowance regularly? 

Tha Hon’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I submit, Sir, that this 
question does not arise out of this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if while he was at Sabanga, he did not reg\ilarly get 
any allowanoe for medical treatment P 

Tha Hoffbla Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: No aHowance, Sir, ia 
given for medical treatment of a detenu who is in village domicile. 
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iMUtioii of ttM verm of the Holy Koran in gnmophonoi. 

Mairivi JONAB ALi MAJUMDAB: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of th^ Horae (Press> Department awar<>— 

(i) that verses of the Holy Koran are recited in gramophones; and 

(iV) that there is a feeling of resentment amongst Muslim comraiinity 
that it w<mn(ls their religious feelings? 

(6) If the answer to [a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon 'hie Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps in the matter? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) ( ) Yes 

(il) Representations have been lereived from time to time but 
Muslim opinion as a whole <loes not support the objection. 

(h) No; as it is not against the Shariat. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the lion'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any representation from the district of 
Bakarganj, signed by the leading iHM)ple and addressed to the Chief 
Minister, (government ot lh*ngal, \\a> forwarded to him? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T would refer the 
Hon’ble member to my answer ( o). 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the Shariat that he (piotes in supjwrt of his views? 

The Hon’bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Because gramaphone in 
not a musicul instrument. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There cannot be any discussion on 
any answer to a question. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleosed to state, with reference to (r/), if it is in conformity 
with the Shariat? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That cfiestion does not arise. Government is 
not responsible for the Shariat. 

Mr. BYEO aALALUDOIN HASHEMY:^ I rise on a point of 
order, Sir.* It is definitely stated in answer {d} that it is act against 
the Shariat. Therefore, I am entitled to aslt whether it is in 
conformity with the Shariat or not. 
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Mr. tPCAKIRs No, do, you are not entitled to ask tkie question. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the “Ulemas'’ were consulted in this mattei'? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think that 
it was necessary to consult them, because there was no Fatwa against 
it. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that this is a very effective means of propagating the teachings of the 
Holy Koran to non-Muslims who might be anxious to get acquainted 
with themV 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is certainly one 
of the ]>ossible ways of doing that. 

Dr. H. C. MOOKERJEE: AVill the lloirhle Minister be pleased to 
state whether, in view of the fact that certain sections of Muslims are 
taking exception to this pratcice, he is not contemplating taking 
necessary steps so as not to wound their feelings ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that, a Fuiwu signed by Maulana Haji Abu Bakar was against this 
practice ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I am not aware of this, 
Sir. 


Puros of Mtftrahidabad as distinct oaste. 

M33. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Uf) AVill the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (UoinmunicationH and Elections) Department be 
pleased to state whether the Pundaris aluts Pundros alw Puros mostly 
living in Murshidnbad and neighbounng districts are enumerated as 
distinct caste.*' 

{h) Is it a fact that almost all the vote,"8 from that caste particularly 
in the Murshidabad district for the last Provincial Assembly election 
were included in the list of voters belonging to the caste Hindus even 
by the Presidents of the Union Boards belonging to the Pundro caste f 
(c) Is it a fact that the final list of the Scheduled Castes of Bengal 
sanctioned by the final authority does not contain the namo of the caste 
of the Pundaris aluu Pundras ^ia$ Puros? 
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Tut KhwiMa Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) and (c) Yes. 

(5) Presumably so, not only in Mursliidabad but in all districts 
where there were voters^ beldng-ing to this caste. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Honlde Minister 
be pleased to state whether according^ to (Jovernment the Poundras are 
high-caste Hindus or belong to the scheduled castes? 

Th© Hon’bl© Khwajft Sir NAZIMUDDINs At any rate their names 
are not shown in the scheduled caste list. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Is the Hon'ble Mini.ster 
aware that the name of the menilH*r of this Assembly who has hi'en 
returned from the ilurshidaba<l Scheduled (^aste Constituency apjx*arH 
hcth in the ( aste-llindu list as well as in the scheduled caste list, as 
Poundras P 

Th© Hofl’bl© KhMfaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If there was any mistake 

opportunity slnmlcl have been taken at the time of the election to 
rectify the mistake. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hoirble Minister 
aware that objection was made at I bat time to the Ridurning Oflieer 
on the ground that the Poundras were high-caste Hindus and not 
scheduled caste, and it was pointcfl out to him that th(‘ stm and the 
wife and other relations of this gentlemen 

Mr. SPEAKER* That question 1 allowed once. 1 remember the 
“son and the wife”. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Ver>' well, Sir, 1 drop this 
question. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that objection was actually 
taken on the ground that he l>elonged to the easte-Hindus and was not 
a member of the scheduled-caste community, and that that objection 
was overruled? 

Mr. SPEAKER; There cannot l)e any suppleinentni'y question on 
a matter Which was a decision of the Returning Officer, l)ecause that 
ie in the nature of a judijaal proceedings which is open to further 
remedy. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is no farther remedy, Sir. 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKfR: Well, I do not think that there is any further 
remedy in this Hoitae either. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYAL: lu riew of the Hon’ble 
MiuiBier's r^^ply tbut ntepe ought to have been taken at the time of the 
election that is why I am drawing attention to this, and asking him 
what further ])OHsible remedy there may be. * 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, you have done enough. The question does 
not arise. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us what remedy lies if any Porn or Poundra, or wat- 
ever that might be, of Murshidabad, has usurped the privilege of the 
scheduled caste c(»nimunity, he himself t>eing a caste-Hindu r' 


The Hofi’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The s( heduled-caste 
mcinhers ought to have objecItMl when the electoral roll was published. 
They could have filed an election j)etition; and there are also other 
remedies. 


Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: SupiK>sing, Sir. no such 
thing has U'cn done 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is an aigument, not a question. 

Cr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Apart fnmi filing an election 
(•etition, is there any oth(‘r reim‘dy which the Tbui’ble Minister can 
think ofP 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think there cannot 
be any remedy now after the publication of that name in the electoral 
roll. As 1 have stated, the remedy was there, and if that remedy is 
not taken advantage of no fuHher action is i)osMible now. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Will the ilou'ble Minister be pleased 
U' state if he is prejmred to take action in view of the fact that one 
of the memliers of this Pundru caste has been appointed an Inspector 
of (*o-oi)erative S(X'ieties by virtue of his l^ing a meml>er of a scheduled 
caste P 

Th. Hon’M. Ikhwa]. .sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very diMoult to 
say whether he has been appointed by virtue of his betonging to a 
■ebediiled caste. The fact is that the Pundras are not in tke Eat of 
•obeduled castes. 
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Ktmthilia polio»i«tatioii, itkargani. 

M30. Mr. UPENDRANATH EDRAR: Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) De|iartment be pleased to state— 

(a) whether it is a fact that Khathalia police-station in the dis- 

trict of Bakarganj is going to be abolished ; 

(b) if so, why; 

(c) whether it is a fact that |Mititions, signtnl by the numerous 

people of the locality, have l)een submitted to the proixsr 
authority for the retention of the said thunn ; and 

((/) whether a final dtH*ision has Wen arrived at, by the depart- 
ment, either for j)joik)H(h 1 alndition or for retention? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a^ Government have not 
received any projKisal irum the lnsjM'<‘tor-Generul of Police. 

(b) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) No such |K*titioiJ has Ikku; received by the InsjKHtor-General 
of Police, Bengal, or Government. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon ble Minister bt 
plea^i'd to state tlie names of the jM)lic(‘-stations in the district of 
Pabna whn h are going to lu* alMdished? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That iloPH not iii'iNe. 

ChaiiUble dit|MiMvy at Kunaong. 

13S. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) 1b the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the ihiblic Health and Local Self- 
Government (Medical) Dejiartment aware that there is not a single 
charitable dispensary at Kurseong maintairunl and managed by the 
District Board or by the Municipality or by (he Provincial Government? 

(b) Will the FIoiTblt* Minister be pleased to state the stefw taken to 
remove this want felt by the j)eo|)le of this locality and request the 

district authorities to move in the matter? 

• 

MINISTER in ohirgt of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
BELF^OVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (th$ Hon’Mo Mr. tyMI 
Nimilir* All) I (a) There is a municipal cnariiable dispensary which 
is also aided by the District Board. 

(6) Does not "arise. 
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Shad within the oompound of tho Distriot dudga’s Court FaniHiur. 

M36. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware 
that there is no shed for male or female witnesses within the compound 
of the District Judge’s Court of Faridpur? 

(h) Have the attention of the Government been drawn to the incon- 
veniences of the litigant public for want of such a witness shed? 

(c) Have the Government taken any steps towards the construc- 
tion of such a shed ? 

(d) If HO, what steps have been taken? 

(e) If not, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
such construction ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharuff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(h) WitneNNes are permitted to sit in the jiortico and the verandahs 
on all sides of the court building which is two-storied. The incon- 
venience is c.aused rather to the cmurts than to the witnesses. 

(c) to (e) A proposal to provide a shed is under consideration. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Will the Iloirble Minister 
be pjpased to state whether tho latter jKotion of the answer (h) applies 
to the ease of female witnesses also? 

Tho Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I s|K)ke alK)ut the witne.s.ses who may 1 h‘ both male and female. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that on aceount of the inconvenience caused 
to courts, witnesses are occasionally u8ko<l to leave the verandah in such 
a manner as to cause an offence? 

Tho Hon’Mo NiwM» MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahaduri 

After all, these are cases of Finance, If this House would give mo 
sufficient money to build witnesses* sheef and all other sheds, I have 
no objection to build as many houses as you want for your comfort. 

Mr. SURENIIRA |iifrN BISWAS: Is the Hon ble ^Miniator 
aware that much inconvenience is caused to female Iwitneoseo whilo 
attending courts for want of witnesses* shedf 
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TImi Hon’M Nwab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA HATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has asked the Finance Minister already 
to provide sufficient money for such sheds? 

The Hoii’ble Naw^ MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Unfortunately, the Finance Minister is not the person who can grant 
the money, it is this House which can. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hoiride Minister 
be pleased to state tlie ])ro(‘edure by adopting which menil>ers of this 
House can make a grant ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I will bring the matter to your notic'e in future. 

Mr..«IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the ITon'hle Minister lie 
pleased to state how much inom'v h(‘ himself wants to .s|)eml? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Any amount you sanction. 

AllowiMMee to jurors in sessions cases in mufassM oourts. 

M37. BMmi MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon'hle 
Mini.ster in charge of the Judicial and T<egislative Department l>e 
pleased to state whether the jurors in sessions cases in mufansal courts 
do not get any allowances, travelling or halting, for holidays inter- 
vening the sessions? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Government 
considering the desirability of providing travelling allowance or halting 
allowance for jurors for the holidays intervening the sessions? 

Tfio Hon’blo Nawab MUSHARRUFF, H088AIN, Khan Bahi^r: 

(a) Under the rules a juror is entitled to an allowance only for each 
day of actual attendance in court. 

(6) This is being in vesti (gated, 

Mfa CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it not a hict that more men 
are called as jurors than necessary? 

• * 

BFiAKBH: It mnai be so; the question cannot, therefore, 


anse. 
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Mr* 0HARU OHANOilA ROYS My second question is whether 
persons who are not empanelled* as jurors get travelling allowance P 

Tha Hon’Ma Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAINi Klian Bahadur: 

I believe, they get. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon4)le Minister aware that jurors 
who are not empanelled are not allowed any allowance for the dayP 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes, it is so. 

Babu MAOHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Ilon’lde Minister be 
pleased to state whether there are any rules or law prohibiting a juror 
to leave staHon during a holiday? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 am not aware of anv such law, but 1 i)elie\(* they cannot go away 
because their services may l>e required the next day. Hut if the 
holidays are a l(»ng one, they can also leaver the slation like \ou. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is it not a fact that on account 
of the reduction in halting alb)Wanc<* and non-payment ol allowance 
for Sundays and holidays, there is great discontent among the jurors P 

Jh6 Hon’ble NawM» MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answm were laid on the table) 

District Judges’ Sheristadars. 

S5. Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: With reference to 

the reply to starred question No. dd in the Bengal Legislative Council 
of the 16th August, 19dd. will the lion ’hie Minister in charge of the 
Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state — 

I 

(i) the present number of the District Judges’ Sheristadars who 
are holding their posts as such in the same station where 
they were serving prior to their appointments as Sherista- 
dars; and ^ , 

^fV) the number amongst them who have been in the same statiem 
(though holding different posts) for more than Eve years f 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


199 


1988.] 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state how many of the District 
Judges* Sheristadars are Muhainmadans and how many of them are 
Scheduled Caste men at present? 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

(a) (i) Seven. 

(ii) Four. 

(h) Two are Muhammadans; none belongs to a Scheduled Caste. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the lloirble Minister l>e 
jdeased to state whether he is considering the devsirahility of transferring 
these officers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat is a mattei ot opinion. 

Al-Haj Mauiana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: What is the rea.son for retain- 
ing those sheristadai> who have been tor more than five years in a 
ilistrict ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

They must have been retained in the interests of public service. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I big to introduce 
a Bill to provide for the continuance in lorce of certain Bengal Acts. 

Tile Secretarv tben read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 beg to move that 
the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, be taken into consideration. 

It i.s in short to extend the terms of the provisions of the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, the Indian Stamps (Bengal Amendment) 
Act, 1935, the Indian (.’ourt-fees (Bengal Second Amendment) Act,' 
1935, and the Bengal Amusement Act, 1935. During the financial 
crisis almost all the provinces of India raisej money by taxation, but 
Bengal that time could not do anything, because there was a 
widespread discontent and resentment among the public due to the 
unfair Meston Award. The Govemmeni of Bengal then negotiated 
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with the Government of India and in 1933-34 the Government of India 
agreed to grant the Government of Bengal 60 per cent, of the jute 
export duty, provided the Government of Bengal did what was possible 
for them to do to help themselves. Then i» 1935 the Government of 
Bengal introducedjb:j£_taxaiion.meaflui(?8, of which four we want to 
continue by this Act. We have dropped Bengal Tobacco_3ales Licens- 
ing Act, because a large number of members of this House expressed 
the opinion that this should not be continued, and also because during 
the time of their election campaign some members gave assurance that 
the Tobacco Licensing Act would not be continued. We now want to 
renew the four remaining Acts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I rise on a 
point of order? We find unfortunately the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has moved something which has jumbled up four different issues. 
Tinder the Rules and Standing orders, it is incumbent that a motion 
must relate to one issue or some definite issue, but unfortunately there 
are four different Acts mentioned in this one motion. I submit that 
unless these four Acts are se])arately taken up. it would be misleading 
the House in coming to a decision. Therefore, Sir, I pray that you 
either direct tliat these four issues are .separately taken up, or the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister do modify his motion in such a manner that 
they may be separately di8cu.s.sed and voted upon. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN 8ARKER: Sir, it is the same 
issu^ that I am going to raise by this one Bill, ni^mely, the exten.sion of 
the period of the provisions of tlie different Acts, and I have got 
precedent that in 1922 the Parliament pas.sed such an Act as Expiring 
Laws Act of 1922. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
That precedent cannot hold good, because there all the financial 
proposals are put in a Finance Act. That precedent cannot hold good 
in this rase. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Dr. San>al, may I know what is specifically your 
point P 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAI.: Sir, ive had discussed as you know 
in extenso that a motif n must relate 

Mr. APEAIH^R: M^y I ask you a question? Supposing to-day 
Government wish to introduce a Bill by which they want to* impose a 
tax on tobacco, electricity, stamp and court-fee and amuseutent in one 
BRl, can they do it? 
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Dh MALIIiAKSHA SANYALs No, Sir, I do not think it will be 
fair — ^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: That^is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit. Sir. in the tirst place 
such a thin^ will not be within the competency unless His Excellency 
the Governor 

Mr. SPEAKER. That is (jiiite another matter. Let us not confuse 
one with the other. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Of course. I am referrinjf to both 
issues. In either case there is one dilficulty. This House would like 
to give decision on each and every ca.se and it is for you. Sir, to help the 
House in coming to a decision on each is.sue separately. Jf you are 
convinced that taking all these together 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may tell nou that the schedule is there and it will 
ha\e to be put, and I think it is only fair that 1 should put each item of 
the .schedule separately to avoid the ditlieult situation. Of course, 
there is precedent for it, because a schedule !iiay contain so many items 
of different nature that the vote on one might be confuseil with the 
vote on the other. In order that the vote may be clear and specific, I 
propose to put the items .separately so far a.s the schedule is concerned. 
I think that will meet the })oint. 


AMENDMENTS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Babu Nagendra Nath Sen’s motion is not in order. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T heg to move that the Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the *‘11 st 
July v.m. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I do not want to waste the time of 
the House by making a long speech. These measures in some cases are 
not for the benefit of the public; as for example, the Stamp Act and 
Court Fees Act. These Acts have got provisions for realizing 
ad valorem court-fees and %tamp duties. In pre-war time these 
ad valorem court-{0e« and stamp duties were much lower than they are 
now. It was under very special circumstances that the people and the 
Ijegislature of this country sanctioned those ®ow that there is 

no such special circmnstances prevailing, it is only proper that these 
Acts should be disconitnued, and specially in view of the economic 
distress that is prevailing in the country. It may be argued that in 
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that ca»« OoveriimEnt will lose modi revenoe, but then, Sir, they have 
to look to the interest of the public as well. If you say that we shall 
only care for the so-called administration^ I have nothing to say. But 
as we all profess that we have come here for the happiness and prosperity 
of the people, it is up to us to see that the people are not put to un- 
necessary inconvenience and trouble. If we take up people’s cause as 
our first duty, it will be only right that this Act should be at once 
discontinued. 

With these words, Sir, I ((uiiinend my motion for acceptance of the 
House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move the 
motion that stands in m> name that the Bill be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 8t)th June 1938. 

Sir, one has almost got to stand aghast at the proposal of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister for making certain emergency taxation .measures 
permanent laws of the Province. Sir, most of the members of this 
Legislature may not be aware of the cirioim.stances in which these taxa- 
tion measureH were passed. 1 ma> remind the House that these 
measures were [massed when Bengal was having an annual deficii of 
about two crores of rupees, when our revenue receipts touched the very 
lowest ebb and was hovering near alnnit nine croies only, when our 
debts were being piled up to such an extent that the then Ceriiial 
Finance Minister considered that the} were assuming unmanageable 
proportions. In those circumstances, to balance the budget, these 
mea^-*ure8 were originally passed uith the hope thfit tliey will realize J-ll 
lakhs per uniium, ~l() lakhs from Bengal Flectricity Duty Bill, o luklis 
from Bengal Tobacco Bill, lakhs from Court Fees Amendment Bill, 
4 lakhs from the Indian Stamp Duty Bill and lakh.s from the Bengal 
Amusement Tax Amendment Bill. It was .just to raise 24^ lakhs or 
about 23 lakhs of rupees that these luxation measures were imposed in 
Bengal. Bengal during the Montagu Chelmsford Reform had suffered 
the imposition of three taxation Acts which yielded more than a croie of 
rupees. T refer to the Taxation Acts of the year 1922. 

These proposals were made by 8ir John Woodhead on a tempoiary 
basis. That is evident from the fact that the life of these Acts was 
limited to a period of only three year.s. Now^ under the present circum- 
stances our responsible Minister of Finance has come forward with a 
pro{>osal to make these Acts f^ermauenUat a time when our revenue 
'receipts are better by 4 crores or more, compared with 1936 when, as 
I reminded the House, our revenue receipts went down to 9 crores and 
odd. Our receipts now ^^re about 13 crores. The Htm’ble Ministers 
will please remember that the total of our average in revenua receipts 
is 13 crores as has been provided in the budget before us. In these 
circumstances, Sir, when we are getting Ivetter receipts to the extent 
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of 4 crores of rupees, our Hon’ble the Finance Minister who pridea 
himwe ll over the fact that he is the first Finance Minister in l^ngal 
under the new Constitution cannot hold the temptation to place these 
measures on a permanent* basis, these measures which are ex[)eot6d to 
realise a revenue of some 30 lakhs and odd. Sir, leavinff out for the 
present the consideration of those receipts under head “custom” and 
“income-tax” which were due to our revenue receipts even under the 
old provincial heads which are now lookings up and comjmred with that 
of 1934-35 they have looked up to an extent which is almost e<iual to 
the proceeds of these taxation measures, under only three heads, — the 
head of ”land revenue,” “provincial excise” and “stamps” we ex- 
pected 24 lakhs — exactly the amount that was antici|)ated when these 
Finance Acts were first introduced. We exj)e(‘ted to gather 24 lakhs 
better in the coming financijil year, I mean 1938-39. In 1934-35 our 
revenue receipts under head “land revenue” were 3 cron^ and 43 lakhs; 
in 1938-39 even in spite of the fact, at least even in spite of my sup- 
iwsition that the Hon’ble the Finaiu'e Minister has under-estimated 
this head of revenue, lie ex])ects 3 (‘rores 50 lakhs, /.c., several lakhs 
better than in the year 1934-35. Tiider head “provincial excise” ho 
expects 13 lakhs better. Under head “stamps” he experts 4 lakhs 
lietter, all totalled, 24 lakhs better under these three provincial heads 
only and yet he comes forward with a pro|)osal that as from these three 
taxes we ex}K‘ct to realise only about a sum of 24 or 25 lakhs of rupc'es, 
the expirinf? temporary Bills are to be placed on the Statute Book as 
]>ormanent measures. Whether the Assembly will ^rant that domatid 
or not it is for the members to consider. Then, Sir, 1 think 1 o^ht 
to refer to the few words with which he attempted to Justify the 
Expiring- Laws Bill in his budget sjM'ech. The words are as follows; — 

“I personally regard this contingency” — and what is that contin- 
gency? — “that in the event of a bad depression our revenue .may fall 
below its present level by 2 crores of rufHHrs. I jwrHonally regard this 
contingency as sufficient justification for a closing l»alunre of one crore 
and 27 lakbs and for trying to conserve it.” 


This is the only justification, Sir, that he has held out why 
these taxation measures should be put on the Statute Book on 
a permanent basis. Now, Sir , he has piled up by some 
miscalculation, he has piled up a balance of 2 crores and 80 lakhs 
of rupees. He has done so on^his own showing. He cannot touch the 
one erm^ and 27 li^^hs or even the 50 lakhs which he may reejuire for^ 
the ultimate cost of the new schemes; still he will have a free balance 
of 1 crore and 2 or 3 lakbs of rui)ees. He has now a revenue of 13 imd 
odd crore<hasd be is going to have a free balance of 1 crore and 3 lakhs 
of rupees as a result of the working of this year, and in spite of that 
fact, he wants to have some 24 lakhs more by making these temposury 
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measurefi, i.e.^ the Act« of 1935 permanent. 1 think, Sir, it le an 
abaolutely unjustifiable demand and no member of this Assembly with 
any sense of responsibility and with any consideration for the poor 
can support the proposal of the Finance Minister. Now, Sir, I have 
one more word to add. Some of the members of this House may be 
easily lead to think from the reply, I do not know on what lines the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister will reply, that this amount will g^o to 
the financing of new schemes. Sir, we know what is the result of such 
assurances and how these assurances come out untrue in the end. In 
1922 sjieaking before this legislature, the Earl of Zetland, the then 
Lord Konaldshay, Governor of Bengal, held out this hope: ‘*with regard 
to the allocation of the proceeds of new taxation, they will l)e to the 
meeting of our deficits as a purely temporary exi)e<lient, pending 
further relief, on receipts of which, the new revenues raised would 
become available for those expenses on ^education,’ ‘industrial, agri- 
cultural and sanitary and medical i)r()gress’, which I am sure the 
Council as well as the Hon’hle Ministers who are charged with them 
would so earnestly desire to see taken in hand.’’ 

All the members of this Assembly are aware, and even the new 
members on consulting the old budget will find that we get very little 
out of the proceeds of the three new taxes that were iiiifwsed in Bengal 
in the year 19d2. With these Acts before us where is the guarantee 
that the proceeds of these taxes will ever he devoted to nation-building 
dejmrtments and not to the reorganisation of the de|)artment or to 
expand other services. In these circuinstances, T hojH‘ that we should 
place no faith or reliance on anv of the ho|)es that may be held out by 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. In these circumstances, Sir, I 
submit that we should place no faith or reliance on any of the promises 
that may l>e made by the Hon’hle the Finance Minister, without first 
of all making sure that the nation-building departments will be given 
so much out of the proceeds of the taxation Acts that were imposed 
on Bengal in 1922. Unless and until Government can satisfy this 
House on that point, T think that no such taxation proposals should be 
entertained at all. 


Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move by way of amendment that the Bill he circulated for the purpose 

of elicitiug opinion thereon by the 31st May 1938, 

• 

In moving this amendment, Sir, I must congi^tulato Government 
that they have at last decided not to renew the obnoxious Tobacco tax. 
Last session I moved a cut motion to bring home to Government that 
that tax was really oppressive to the agriculturists. My mi motion 
was thrown out at the time,^but fortunately after that Government 
thought it desirable not to continue it any longer. Therefore, I must 
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8ay good sense has dawned upon Government, though at a very 
late hdur. 

Now, Sir, Government propose to renew four other eiuergoncy tuxes, 
imjiosed by the Bengal Electricity Duty Act. 11135. the Tourt-fees 
(Bengal Second Amendment) Act, 11135. the Indian Stamp (Bengal 
Amendment) Act, 1935, and the Bengal Amusements Tax (Amend, 
ment) Act, 1935. Some may say, Sir, that the Electricity Duty is a 
tax that is levied from the rich jM^ople, ami, therefore, it may continue. 
But 1 submit, Sir, that though, apparently, jt seems to he a tux which 
is collected from big companies, on analysis it will be found that those 
hig }»iofit-earniiig comi^anies \m\ very little from their own ixiekets, 
(tovcinmeiit take this tax from these comiMinies, which, in turn, 
ie‘alise it from the actual consumers. Another as|>ect of the thing is 
that a renewal of this duty on electricity will not allow of a lowering 
of the [)rice ]^r unit of electricity in Bengal. If the tax is taken away, 
ihe cost per unit may be reduced, and thereby the poor i>eople of our 
country (Mk. AiiDri, Wahah Khan: Of ('alcutta and not of Gai- 
handhnl) yes, ('alcutta and some Mofus.sil towns Ick) will he benefited. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hope tbert» will l>e no further intei rupiionR. 


Mgulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Jf the jieopU* get electricity at 
a lower cost, they will Ih* able to use it in lion of fuel, and the smoke 
nuisance, which is one of the causes of tulierculosis, may he done away 
with. 

Of the otlier two taxes, vi/.., courtfees and Imlian Stamps, all that 

I can say is that they directly affect the ]nuM |)enplc ot our country. 
Oourt.feee are paid at the time of institution of suits 1 »y Mahajans, 
landlords and other monied jKMjjde. hut actually, at the lime of execu* 
tion of decrees these amounts are realised from th(‘ judguicnt-dehtors, 
who are generally iK)or men. 

As regards the Bengal Amusement Tax, had (iovenuneijt exempted 
tickets of the lowest prices, I could not have objet ted to its being 
renewed. After all, the |>oor ^leople — the agriculturists, the labourers 
and the worker?* — also re«iuirc some sort f»f amusement after six hard 
days’ uoik, but, unfortunate^ , Government did not think it desirably 
to exempt tickets of lower rates. By taxing amusement as a whole, 1 
submit, Sir, they are doing a great injustice to the wtukers and agri- 
culturists of this country. 

• • 

I sulunit that for the reamms which I have referred to I cannot but 
press for the circulation of this Hill for eliciting opinion. 

II 
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Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move by way of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the -tlst March 19*18. 

Sir, I will move this amendment with very few words. 1 shall 
only repeat at the very outset the ciixumstauces under whi^- thesi* 
Acts were passed. Government weie then lalwuring under a heavy 
deficit — not only that, there were also huge amounts of debt incurred 
by Government, fender those circumstances they felt (“onstrained to 
impose certain tuxes, but yet at that time u definite understanding 
was given that these Acts would l>e only temporal y measures, and that 
they would expire in 19*18, by which time the New Constitution was 
expected to be in operation. At that time a great injustice had been 
done to Bengal hy depriving her of hei just share of the jute dtit\ and 
of the income-tax. Now that the time has come tor GoveEainent to 
fulfil their promises, they have come forward with a Bill foi conti- 
nuing these taxes not only f(U‘ three years but t<»r all time to cmin*. 
far as we <‘an see from the Bill itself. Now this is how every time, 
whenever any new tax is imposed by Government, the assurances given 
hy Government are redeemed! The same assuiances were given when 
the Stamp Act and the (\»uit-fees Act were passed in and those 

assurances were respected in a similar fashion We find howevei , 
that the present position is very different from tlic j)osjtion prevailing 
in 19*15. The Ibm’hle Finance Minister presented a siiijilus budget 
during the last session; at that time he i>egan with an opening 
balance of barely 98 lakhs of rupees, and this o{)ening balance of 98 
lakh<’ of nipees has grown into 1 crore and 91 lakhs of rupees, according 
to the statement of the IJon’hle Finance Ministei. as the closing 
balance of the year. 

Not only that, hut the balance with which he l>egin.>> this year is 
really much more than that, as will appear from page 7 of his statt*- 
ment, which would make the real opening balance of this year, to l)e 
Rs. 2,95J lakhs, because therein he did not take into account Rs. 70 
lakhs’ worth of Treasury Bills, Rs. ddA lakhs of serurity and 1 lakh 
of security of the Steam Boiler Fund which the Government use 
in emergency. Now, therefore, what he had done possibly a justifica- 
tion for this Bill; while he could present a surplus budget during 
the last session with an opening balance of nearly 98 lakhs of nipees, 
this year he has managed to piTsent l)efoi-e us a budget with a defibcit 
balance of Rs. 12 lakhs w'ith Rs. 2 crores us 0 ]>ening balance; 1 sub- 
mit, therefore, that the very fact .shows tViat the deficit of Rs, 12 lakhs 
is a faked deficit without any substance in it. So can the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister now ask that this House should agree to the conti- 
nuance of these taxes wLen the Government have got in their hands 
an opening balance of nearly Rs. 2 crores? It has been said that these 
taxes will affect the rich people more than the poor. I do not under- 
stand the justification for this. In his budget speech the Hon’Me 
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Finance Minister has spoken about (he necessity ot doing good to "the 
man behind the plough”, but has he now come lorword with a Bill 
to repeat the Stamp Act and the Court-fees Act of W22, which affect 
viUilly “the man beh inti the plough’* Each <»f these Acts will affect 
the people directly or indimtly. Still, whether it affects the 
jKHir o^ it aflfects the rich, I would submit that there cannot be any 
ipiestion of tffxntion unless there is a real and dire necessity foi the 
same. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has saitl in his budget speech 
that som# schemes — some gigantic schemes— will In* undeitakeii some 
day. We do not know as yet what these schemes are and uhat those 
schemes will cost. Well, when these schemes are mature, it will W 
possible to approach this House and if the House think lliat it is light 
to impose upon the people taxes that may he nccessai\, that will Uj 
aillingly done. 

On the other hand, we tind that the Primary Education i‘ess is 
Wing irnfKised hut no remission is given to the jwople undci any liead 
so far as taxation is concerned. We all expected that theie would 
soon he a ieducti<»n of flic lleav^ burden of taxation, hut insteutl of 
that, we are now faced with the <|ueslion of c<»ntinuing tlu-'^e taxes, 
and We are not told loi what put pose these taxes aie to 1 m* continued. 
In 193”) the purpose foi' wliich the taxes were to he continued was 
mentioned; hut this year if any honourable ineniher would turn to 
the Statement of Objects and Keusons, lu* will find at om*e that not u 
single w’ord is there to justify wli\ the taxes should he <ontinue«l. 
The only thing that has Wen given there is that the re\enue to W 
derived out of these tuxes i.«% Rs. dU lakhs — that the onI> thiiig^that 
has Wen stated. Possibly, it nni> In* said that unless we agree to this 
Bill then (iovernment would lost* .mi inueli of the income. But what 
the difficulty of the Governni<*nt would W if fhc\ aie to lose this amount 
has not been stated clearl\ in the Stutemeiit ot Objects and Reasons, 
because perhaps there is absolutely none. The Finance Minister has not 
stated also in his budget speech as to why he wants this money. Piider 
these circumstances, I do think that it is the fittest occasion for the 
public to say whether they want these taxation measures oi‘ they do 
not. With these few* words I (‘ommend iny motion to the m-ceptaiice of 
this House. 

Mr. D, P, KHAITAN: May 1 know when the debate will W 
opened ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: rp to motion No. 8 the nioveis will move and 
after that iliscussion will Is'gin. 

Mr. SAMTOSH KUMAR BAiUs Sir, it ha« caused me consider- 
able pain and surprise to hud that the first responsible Finance Minister 
of Bengal has thought fit to perpetuate the taxation measures which 
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the Finance Member of the past bureaucratic Government considered it 
desirable to make only tempfjrary. Sir, it appears that when the pro- 
vince of Bengal was groaning under the iniquitous burden of the Mes^on 
Settlement and was gradually drifting to the brink of a financial crisis, 
it was at that time that the then Government of Bengal considered it 
necessary to bring on the Statute Book a number of Acts providing for 
a certain amount of taxation which in the very nature of things "was 
made temporary. There was considerable justification at that stage, 
for the purpose of making both ends of Government n»eet in their da\ 
to day administration, that this available amount from taxation should 
be at the disposal of the Government in order that the administration 
of the country might be run on reasonably smooth lines. To-day the 
position is entirely different. The Hoii'hle Finurjce Minister in his 
budget speech has drawn a fairly rosy pitjtiire f)f this province after the 
removal of that financial strain under which we liad been striving for 
several years past. As an old member of the Bengal 
Legislative Council it was my privilege, to sit on the Public 
Accounts Committee appointed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council and to come into direct touch with those frantic 
and plaintive appeals sent up by the Accoiintiint-General of Bengal 
from time to time pointing out how' the finances of Bengal were on the 
point of bankruptcy. What to-day is fhe position? The Ilon'ble the 
Finance Minister says that “the cloud (liat darkened our horizon — the 
budgetary deficit — caused by the economic crisis and tlie Meston Settle- 
ment. has happily lifted.’’ Eloquent words these! They might bring 
satisfaction to the hearts of those who are expecting better times so far 
as relief from taxation is concerned. But unfortunately in the wake 
of these eloquent w’ords comes from the Finance Minister iliis demand 
to make that, which w^as temporary for a few >ears, a permanent hurden 
upon the tax-payers of Bengal. That is the cr> which is sent up bv the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. The Hon’ble Minister has stated that 
2 crores and 80 lakhs w’ould be bis closing balance. But by a most 
conservative, a most cautious, T was going t»> say an unreasonably 
cautious, calculation he has managed to arrive at the conclusion that 
Ks. 1,20,00,000 would be the balance w’hich would be at his disposal onlv 
if this 20 lakhs w’ere made available to him by means of this taxation 
w’hich must be translated from the emergency stage and placed fm a per- 
manent basis. He has managed somehow to convince him.self that 
without this 20 lakhs available from thfcse Bills if made into law he 
would be left only w’itb a balance of 1 crore and that it would be 
extremely iinwuse on his part to depend only on that balance for the 
purpose of meeting the Inanrial responsibilities which might be anti- 
cipated by him in carrying on the administration of this province. He 
has said that new schemes will have to be financed and that it is iieoe«» ’ry 
that a ^00(1 balance must be at his disposal. 1 am asking the Finance 
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Miiiistor in nil humility if with such man power as is at the disposal of 
the Government, he can reasonably, hopefully and confidently look 
forward to the future, when he can spend in the course of a year all the 
allotments that have been made under the different heads of the Budget. 
I will remind him that he has admitted in his speech that the Central 
Petrol Fund which has been made over to this Province has remained 
unspent to the extent of Rs. 431 lakhs. He expects that In the 
appointment of additional men he will speed up the work to such an 
extent that all the surplus, the balance at his disposal will be spent, so 
that he will be able to demand from the G(»vernment of India the full 
quota of their contribution to this Province, thereby brin^ more money 
to bis coffers. 


Under these cricumstances is it not fair and reasonable to expect 
that with so many uncertain factors bnnjrinj?’ in the air, he will at least 
put off tor some little time this demand for making:: emerjrency taxa- 
tion permanent so as to wait and •^ee the re^iult of the present activities 
of the new Governments If at the end of a year or two lie reallv can 
point out that all the available mone> has been spent for the jfood of 
the country there is nothing? to prevent the Government from oomin^r 
up with the request and say: “Here we are: we have started with a 
clean slate wiping out all our debts to the Government of India. We 
have speeded up our work; we have done what exeryone expected us to 
do. Now there is need for more money ; give us more mone\ and the 
necessary strength to our elbow.” That would be a positifui which 
would be perfectly understandable. t)n the other Imnd, niav I remind 
the Hon hie Finance Minister that la-^t \ear when his predecessor 
expected that the opening balance would be 08 lakhs, it actually 
amounted to 175 lakhs? Therefore the closing balance which he now 
expects has got a peculiar knack of developing to such an extent that 
at the end of the year he will have really a much higher figure than 
even his wildest imagination can possibly anticipate now 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER: It is your wild 
imagination. You do not understand these figures. 


Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU. T am reminding my friend of his 
unregenerate days when he did not occupy the ministerial G(tdi\ 
Imagination runs riot with him to-day. 

The Hen’Me Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: You must make 
correct statements. 


Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: Yes; \ must make correct state- 
men is and I am depending upon the speech which has been very kindly 
vouchsafed by my friend to the members of this Houiie. 
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Uni Hennil* Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Yon will hare to 
read it twice or thrice a day. 

# 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR RASU : Yes, aud reacfit with fair correct 
pronunciation. And in the meantime I am not ;^oin^ to brook any 
interruptions. My friend as the Finance Minister gets enough time in 
the House to make a pronouncement on behalf of Government. The 
time at my disposal is limited, and I will do what little use I can of that 
time for the purpose of pointing out the salient features of his budget 
in relation to this matter. I know if I have to expose the jugglery of 
figures in which the Hon'ble Finance Minister has indulged for the 
purpose of giving to his countrymen his conclusions, his brilliant con- 
clusions, for the purpose of supporting his demand for taxation, for the 
purpose of justifying emergency taxation being continued as permanent, 
it will require an amount of time which I do not command. If I could 
scrutinise, analyse and examine the budget, I could have shown that 
whenever it was a question of considering the estimates of receipts the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister was extremely cautious and extremely con- 
servative. When it is a question of expenditure, his imagination paints 
before itself a rosy picture of Bengal whicli will be converted into a new 
heaven and a new earth in the course of a single year by reason of the 
expenditure which he proposes to undertake and to give effect to. 
friend, the Hon’hle Finance Minister, has got to consider various factors 
in coming to the conclusion that he can reall> spend the amount which 
he is trying to gather. But there are .so many factors. — the human 
factor and the physical factor, fan he then say what was his guarantee 
that where his predecessors have failed lie will he able to achieve hy 
affective spending in the course of this year? His predecessors had at 
least the honesty not to want permanent taxation when they thought 
that emergency taxation would serve tfieir purpose. But the new 
Government come forward and say “Well, we want all these emergency 
taxation measures to be placed on a permanent basis without makinsr 
out any case whatsoever.*’ This is the ditfereiice we notice. 

Now\ Sir, so far as the taxation of electricity is concerned, there is an 
impression amongst my mofussil friends that it is only the rich people 
in Calcutta who are hit hy it. Far from it. So far as Calcutta is con- 
cerned anyone w ho pays Re. 1-14 a month on hi.s electricity bill will come 
under this heavy taxation. Any shopkeeper, any business man, middle 
class peotde, the poorer middle class and Vven the very poor people of 
Calcutta have got to bear the burden of that tax. Calcutta is a dark 
city; it is a citjr of dark, ill-lit, ill-ventilated dingy bouses, over- 
whelmingly so hi the Indian quarters of the town. Those who live in 
mansions do not know how much the people depend on lights even during 
the broad light of day. Under those circumstances the burden falls 
very heavily upon the poor people, the very poor people who have got 
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io pty R®- 1-14 per month for their electricity bill. Therefore those 
who lure under ^he impression that the poorer people are exempted from 
electricity duty nw Calcutta are labouring under a great misapprehen- 
sion. My mofussH. friends cannot absolve themselves from the respon- 
sibility of looking after the interests of Calcutta. They are in an over- 
whelming majority Tn this House and the interests of Calcutta, of the 
poor consumers of Calcutta, God has placed in their hands. They are 
now the arbiters of the City’s destinies and they cannot shake off that 
sacred task. I appeal to them not to listen to the cry of Government 
that it is Calcutta which is hit and not they. I appeal tc> them tt» (ike 
a broad comprehensive view of their responsibilities as meml>ers of this 
House and not to let down the residents of Calcutta because if does not 
concern them personally. 

On the other hand, so far as electrical undertakings in the mufassil 
are concerned, let my friends con.sider for a moment what hardship it 
will mean to the people in the mufassil who cannot get ele<*tricity for 
le**^ than -/T/- or -/S'- per unit if this dut> is piled over that. Gf>v- 
errnment are embarking on a policy of expanding electrical undertakings 
all over the country. If tho.se which have already been launched in the 
mufassil districts have got to start with such a haiidica]), and people 
who cannot go without electricity, because it is one f>f the essential 
necessities of life to-<lay, are burdened with this a<lditionul taxation, 
what happens to the hnlliant picture which was drawn by the Govern- 
ment the other day that the\ were going to cliM*trif\ the entire country- 
side? T ask in all humility and in all «eriotis!jess the members of the 
v:^^inn^ gron]»N of this Hou-e not to give wax in a light-hearted mtfnner 
to the approaches of (ioverninent for perpetuating these taxes vtiich 
adniitledly were of a teinpnrarx character. 

I appeal to thi> House t<i realise that it is not merely the rich 
man who is touched, hut it is the fXMir u|mhi whom the burden falli 
so hetivily in (’alcutta, (’alcutta the city of smoke, of dust, and dark- 
ues.s, in the p«K)rer Indian (pmiters. Tuberculosis and other fell 
diseases have maiie their homes in (alcutta. If you want to 
eliminate these evils, give f’^ilcutta the benefit of cheap electricity. 
It is not a luxury but a necessity, a (piestion of life and death. 

I Would, therefore, ask the House to consider whether without these 
18 or 20 kklis. Bangal’s finanref. will come to a crjish or ruin. 
Before we allow the Hon’ble Minister to make thi.s temporary taxation 
permanent, much more reas<giable, much more cogent and effective 
arguments have got to W brought forward and placed before this 
House than those vouchsafed to us yet. Public opinion may lie 
consulted — I am not afraid of consulting luuiyisil public opinion in thi#i 
matter. sTjet the electorates speak up and speak out, and let us 
wait and see what happens. In the meantime Government also will 
find out if its financial armoury is siifiScfenfly replete for all practical 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[3£D MaU., 


m 

purposes. Let them wait fur one year or two. Let the Ministry show 
show good work and good utilisation of the money which has already 
good work and good utilisation of the money which has already 
forward then. In the meantime, let the Province express its opinion 
on this measure. After that has been done, we shall be in a better 
position, on firmer and surer ground, to come to a conclusion as to 
whether these temporary taxes should be made a fixed and permanent 
burden upon the tax-payers (»f Bengal. 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I have no 
desire to rej)eat the arguments that have already been put fomard 
before this House by the preceding speakers. I shall content myself 
with drawing the attention of Government to the uniform rates* 
of duty of stamp duty, tliat prevail in dift'erent province.s in regard 
to documentH of the same nature. In view of the different rates of 
duty that prevail in the different provinces persons who have got to 
use documents from one pN)viiice to another are put to the greatest 
difficulty and inw)nvenieiu*e hy having to take documents to the 
Stamp Superinteiulents of those provim es and have them re-stamped, 
a pr<»c.edure that entails the greatest amount of inconvenience and 
delay and sometimes acts as a grwit obstacle to the performance of 
w'ork. Sir, in making my point clear, I will draw the attention of 
the Finance Mini.ster to the proviso to section 3 of the Imlian Stamp 
Act, as follows : — 

“rProvided that, except u.s otherwi.se expressly provided in thi.s 
Act, and notwithstanding anything contained in clauses (a), ih), or 
(c) of this section or in Schedule (1), the amount indicated in schedule 
lA to this Act shall, subject to the exemptions contained 
in that schedule*' it goes on like this; then it says: ‘^every instru- 
ment, mentioned in schedule I A as chargeable with duty under that 
schedule, which, not having been previously executed by any person, 
is executed out of Bengal on or after the 1st of April 1922, and relates 
to any f>n»perty situated or to an> matter or thing done or to be done, 
in Bengal and is received in Bengal.” 

Similarly, Sir, there are i)rovisions al)Out other provinces sucb as 
Madras, the Punjab, etc., etc*. The result of this provision is that 
every document that is executed in one province and relates to any 
property situ4ite<l, or to any matter or t^ing done or to be done, in 
another province ami is received in that other province, then the 
amount of stamp duty that is paid on that document in one province 
is not applicable to the other province, and the result of this, as I 
have said, is that the dAoument has got to be produced before the 
stamp authority^ of that province it has to be re-stampeil and it is 
only then that il can be used* 
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There are still greater difficulties as regards registered documeuts. 
Once a document is registered it is not passible for the stamp authority 
in another province to disturb the document in any manner whatsoever. 
Sir, I shall place before this House some illustrations at random whith 
will explain to what amount of difficulty the people are put to. 
The first example that I can take is the power of attorney which 
travels from province to province, in order that the person on whom 
that power is conferred may perform the thing for whicli he is 
empowered. When 9 or 10 persons act jointly and severally tlie 
Stamp Duty prescribed for a general power of attorney under the 
Stamp Act is Rs. 10. In Madras it is Rs. lo, in Bengal, Bombay and 
Burma and the Punjab it is Rs. 20, whereas in other provinces, namely, 
Bihar, and United Provinces it is only Rs. 10. So that you can 
understand to what difiiculty people are put to by the variations in 
the Stamp Duty. There is another example. Sir, whieh looks very 
ridiculous, if I may use that wor<l, and it is alxmt the Memomndum 
of As.sociation and the Articles of Associathui of <i (ompany. If a 
(\)m})an> i> registered in Bengal, and has g(»t to carr\ on Imsiness 
in other provinces, there is great diffieulty to which they are put to. 
The Stamp Duty on the Articles of As.sociation ol a (ompaiiy in 
Bengal is Rs. 2o, whereas in Madras and United Provinces it is 
Rs. 50; in Ikimhay and Burma it is also Rs. 5(1. Then, in the C 4 ise of 
the Memorandum of Association of a (omjxiny, it is Rs. 40 in 

Bonilwiy, Burma, Madra.s and United Provin(M*s, and Its. 80 in 

Bengali, and so on. Another illustration that 1 may give i.s of a very 
ordinary document, namely, of an affidavit, which is nmde in one 
province for the pnrjxise of appeal to he used in another province. 
The general stump duty is Re. J lor an affidavit but it is Its. 2 in 
Bengal, Bomlkay, Burma, Madra.s and the Piinjah. In this way, I 
could go on enlarging the illustratioms that I have given. But 

I hope. Sir, that from the example that I have already given it will 
be clear to anybody who lias applied any thought to the question 
that the greatest iiKxmvenience is felt by persons who have got t>o 
use documents signed in one province in another province. There is 
one more illustration that I .shall give, namely, that provided in sec- 
tion 0 of the Stamp Act, where it .says: *‘Suhject to the provisions 
of the last preceding section, an instrument so framed a.s to come 
within two or more of the descriptions in schedule (1).** In tba 

proviso that I want to refer to it is provided tlmt ‘‘nothing in this 

Act contained shall render chargeable with duty exceeding one 

rupee a counterpart or duplicate of any instrument chargeable with 
duty and in respect of which the proper duty has been paid^’ but 

in Bengal it is Rs. 2. I hope. Sir, the illustrations that 1 have given 

will serve to convince everybody of the necessity of this Government 
entering tupon negotiations with the Governments of other provinces 
in order that uniform rate of stamp duty on the same nature of 
documents may prevail in the different provinces. If the Govemnsenl 
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waiit revenue, eurely the thing can be arranged in such a manner 
that the Government will not lose revenue, and at the same time 
the rates of stamp duty can be made uniform in the different provinces. 
Sir, I urge this for the immediate consideration of Goveni- 
meut, because it has been for several years that the mercantile 
community specially has felt very seriously inconvenienced on account 
of the different rates of duty prevailing in the different provinces. 

Mr. H. R. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am afraid I have not 
the eloquence of my friends opposite who have opposed the renewal of 
the Bill. But 1 will do niy best to impress my opinion upon this 
House as to why the Bengal Electricity Duty Bill should not be renew- 
ed hut sent out for circulation to elicit public opinion. 1 opposed this 
Bill on Uie floor of this House in April 193) on the ground of unfair 
taxation. Gn that day. I stood alone. The European party were not 
with me and to-day I again stand alone to rectunmend the abolition b\ 
thi.s House of one of the most unfair taxes that have ever Wen enacted 
in Bengal. 

In my speech in April 198'), I j)ointed out that the Oovernment 
distinctly stated that this was an emergency taxation, ft)r a |x^ri(Kl of 
three years and I stated then that once imposed, it would not l>e taken 
off. Am I not right I' For, here we are at the end of the three years 
and Governnw'nt are now <’Hlml\ asking the Hou.se to renew this most 
obnoxious and unfair tax. I n.sk the House, why should not all users 
of electricity j)ay tl>e tax!^ AVhy should a few selected consumers he 
forced to ])uy 18 lakhs of rupees y 

In April 19'h') it was re(‘orded that 2‘Jt), 990.009 units of current 
were iisid. Yet, only 34,000,0IM) were affected hy the tax. Why? 
1 uill t<'ll yarn uhy. To tax the iis4‘rs of energy, they say, would 
increase' the overheads, and the cost of production wouhl he more. 
How mucli more does the House think produetion would cost? When 
you realize that the < ost of the electricity to those concerns who use 
at least 190, 000, 900 is less than two pice j)er unit tax free, the other 
<14,(MJO,000 pay annas 2 per unit nett plus a tax of six pies per unit, 
or equal to 2o per cent., and on the fact of these figures Government 
*ask us to lenew this burden on the selected few when there is 
tuh.solutely no need for it, though we realise that cheap ele<*tricity will 
help industrialisation of the country and solve unemployment. 

This tax was imposed three years ago for a .s[H»cifir purpo.se. we 
were told, so that we could claim our sliare on the jute tax. Thia 
share we nre now receiving, and this year w’e have received Rs. 33 J 
lakhvS more than was expected and Rs. 27 i lakhs from income-tax, 
which was not expected. ^A windfall of Rs. til lakhs, and yet Govern- 
ment say they must have the electricity tax renewed. WhyJ^ 

The Finance Minister has made a very conservative budget this 
yekr, and it is acclaimed a deficit budget, but we hope it will not b«» 
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ii only a deficit of Rs. 11 lakhs aod that is without allowing'^or 
the electricity tax, Bengal tobacco sales license tax and amusement 
tax OB the lower price seats, but allowing Rs. lo lakhs for the build- 
ing of a house for the Council, surely an extravagance of this nature 
cannot be permitted when taxes like this are l)eing imposed. The 
Finance Minister was evidently in doubt about this tax being renew- 
ed, and framed his budget accordingly, knowing full well the 
opposition that would be raised in the House against these emergency 
taxes being renewed. 

1 do not know how many of the European Part> are prepared to 
.support me, but if they are content to pay a '2') per cent, tax on 
electricity used in their offices, I can only assume that they think it is 
better to pay this 2o per cent., than j)ay on the millions of units used 
in jute mills and other imlustries the> control. I oppose the 
continuance of this tax on Isdialf of tlie European and Indian trading 
community- of Calcutta and Hengal : a community that is already over- 
burdened with taxes and also have contingencies |o m<H*t with, such 
as, smuggling by passengers, and goods being sent into Calctittu from 
})orts where duty df>es not exist. 

Electricity is as much a nccessit\ for us in oidci to run our 
business as it is to tlie industrialists. Window displays, cinemas and 
sbo]>s must be illuminated to attract. Fans must be kept running all 
<la\ to keep the shop cool for eustomeis shopping, and \et (loveriiment 
will not that the use of electricity is so important to us. (Wld 
a hotel be run if there were no lights ami fans}' Yet the\ are asked 
to }ta\ 2o per cent, tax so they can let their rooms and above nll^ we 
arc (barged the same rate as the ordinary j)rivate house. 

1 also opposed the Hill in the first instance and still do so on the 
gj(*unds of Iiardship to the jioorer population of Calcutta. I asked 
that ‘.?0 units be allowed free of tax. but tliis was turned down. There 
aic thousands in (^ahuttu among the Anglo-Indians and Indians that 
use ele( tricity for relief during the hot weather, hut cannot possibly 
afford to pay this tax, and yet, (»(»vernmm art* determimnl to renew it, 
and C'alcutta will liave to i)a> Rs, I.') lakhs out of tlie Rs. 18 lakhs 
collected. 

<‘an Goveruiiieiit on tlie face of these figures sft\ that it is a fair 
tax 5^ It is n<it. It is a sfiet ial tax on f’alcutta. It is very well for 
members of this House to support the (ioverninent on an unfair tax 
like this, as it will cause €io hardship to many of them or their 
constituents. They should carefully consider the other members in 
the House before giving their support t(» a measure that was only 
introiluced for three years for a sf>ecific purpose that has lieen obtaiiMnl, 
and for xvhioli renewal there is no necessity. 

I have been told that I am making a big mistake in opposing this 
renewal of the tax. I am not opposing the tax as an individual but 
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by^ mandate from my constituency who feel that they should not be 
among those who have been s<dected to pay this tax on electricity 
which is so essential to their business, while hundreds of other users 
are allowed to get off scotfree. 

1, therefore, I'ecominend to the House the abolition of 'tlie 
Electricity Tax Bill. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I can well understaiui 
the attitude taken by Rai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri, by my esteemed 
friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu and by Mr. Khaitan. But I fail to 
understand the attitude of my friends Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar and 
Mr. Nishitha Natli Kundii, because I can well see the reason oi 
Mr. llai Chaudhuri opposing the provisions of this Bill as it affects 
him and the class to which he belongs, 1 mean the zemindars 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the honourable member 
enlitU'd to attribute a motive in this manner? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Bari. are you imputing any motive? 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: No, Sir. What I mean to say is that this 
Bill provides for the paunent of taxes by those who are capitalists 
those who ar(‘ exploiters, those who belong to the mercantile classes 
ftnd those wdio are industrialists. Therefore 1 say, 1 can w^ell under- 
stand Mr. Bai ('haudhuri; I (an well understand my friend 
Mr.^ Santosh Kumar Basu, when he was pleading for the people of 
Calcutta. I think he was very reasonable because he represents a 
constituency wdiich is affecte<l by it. And I can also understand 
Mr. Khaitan, because be Wlongs to the mercantile community. And 
the industrial class is most afte< ted particularly by the Stamp Act. 
Now, Sir, 1 can tell this House all at once and I can tell my hon’ble 
friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar and my friend Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundit that in the ^ear HKlo when thes 4 » Emergency Acts w'ere pro- 
mulgated for a period of three \ears, who were the pe<»ple who opposed 
them ? The people who t>pposed them at that time were the 
mercantile classes and the zaiuindars. The Proja Party as a whole did 
not oppose them, but supported the provisions of the Bill. (Voice: 
There was no Proja Party tlien.) Yes, there was a Proja Party oi 
w’liich Mr. Momin was the leader. I will be borne out by those who 
were members of the old l^tegislative Council, and I may also refer 
my friends to the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council of 
those days. Now, Sir, it is the geneiiil desire of those who represent 
the masses, and particularly of those who represent the poorer classes 
in the country that we should have free primary education, and for 
that money is wanted. It has also been suggested time and anon 
that so far as the taxation on the Primary Educatimi 
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Bill i» concerned, that should go. but taxation should 
be levied on those who can pay. and the provisions of this Bill 
exactly relate to that. When niy friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar 
\^a^ referring to the Court-fees Act, 1 was a little surprised whether he 
was speaking with reference to the Act itself or not. Sir, 1 have got the 
amendment of 1935 in my hand, and 1 cun point out to my friend ai 
once that my friend either misapprehended or was misled or did md read 
the Act, for it does not affect the poorer chases at all. This Act ot 
1985 refers only to the provisions regarding the pavment of court-fees. 
\^ith regard to Letters of Administration and with regard to the Probate 
of a Will and with regard to the Imiian Succession Ortificat? Act to 
the extent when it goes be\ond 2 lakhs and 50 tlionsand rupees. That 
being .so, does it lie in the mouth of any man who supports the cause of 
the tenants that this Hill ot 193o really affects the poorer classes who 
go to the courts for litigation purposes ^ It does not. Of cour.se if you 
want to oppose this Hill tor the purpose of opposing only, well, you can 
do it. But, Sir, if you really think that this Hill is working very hard 
upon tho.se who go to the court for litigation purposes, I think ycm have 
got no grounds at all. 

Tlien, Sir, coming to the Indian Stamp Act itself, what are the 
provisions of the Indian Stamp Act of 1935 Of course there are two 
provisions in it, 1 must frankly admit, which to some extent affect the 
middle classes, but not tlie actual tiller.^ of the soil. These provisions 
are regarding sales certificates for which stam]» fee has to he paid, and 
the security bond above Rs. 290 for which court-fee has tii he paid. Of 
course the number of those who are affected by this i.s not very lifrge. 
(Que-'tion. ) Hut nhat are the other provisions that we liuve got under 
this Act of 1935. We have got to pay taxes on the memorandum of 
agreement relating to the s.ale of a hill of exchange, on the deed of 
apprenticeship, on articles of as.sociation and the hill of lading, letter 
of licenses and po\\er of attorney ami partition suits and things like 
that. So, you find also with reference to (his Act of 1935 — the Stamp 
Act — it does not affect the poorer classes. 

Then, Sir, coming to the Electricity Act. So far as the Electricity 
Act is concerned, certainly it does affect some people living in (’alcutta, 
but not the poorer classes actually. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH RI8WA8: What about mortgages 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Yes, mortgages above Its. l.O(K), and I do 
not think my friend thinks that the poorer cj^sses enter into mortgage 
bonds above Rs. 1,000. Of course, that will affect malpjans, and we 
are going to lead a crusade against the mahajans. It is ^r this reason, 
as my friends will see, that the Money-lenders’ Bill is coming, and it is 
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for this rea.^^on they will see that the provisions of usufructuary mort- 
gages were introduced in the Bengal Tenancy Act. We have 'got no 
sympathy for mahajan.s, you may have. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about tulak? 

Matllvi ABDUL BARI. Talak does not come in within the scope oi 
this. Moreover, it you speak oi talak. namely divorce, the Islamic law 
does not look with grace upon the act of divorce. Only out of bare 
and hard necessity a man is permitted to divorce his wife. But, 8ir, 
it is saiil that even the throne of God iiiniselt shakes when a man divorces 
his (»w’n wife. So, Sir, it is not a good grace, it is not an act of piety 
on the i)art (»f a Muhammadan to divorce his wife. I say all this, 
because you want to hear it. 

But, Sir, 1 wan speaking about the Electricity Act. Only those 
people who consume electricity to the extent of -fO watts have got to 
pay this tax. but how many people of the poorer classes are there who 
consume more than -Ht wutt.N. ('ertainl\ as m> esteemed friend Mr. Basil 
referred oiiIn tlie peojde who live in palace-, might have a grievanre. 
But we are not here to plead the cause of those who reall> live m 
palaces and who can manage very well ti> '•pend thousands over the 
payment of ta.xes and things like that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Wl.at about pauwahs and hiri^ 
walax y 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I do not think they come under this, 
although there may be some who are so well off that they can spend 
for more than 3(1 watts. (Vrtainly the> will have to pay. So far as 
the other poorer classes are concerned. the\ <lo not come within the 
provisions of this Act. 

Coming next to the question of the amusement tax, I do not think 
anyone wdth any good grace or with his hand on his heart or with a 
bit of conscience would say that the amusement tax is not a necessity. 
Has it not been pleaded thousand times over again by my friend 
Mr. Abu Hossaiu Sarkar himself that let there be taxes on amusements 
so that the Government may have money, so that money mav come 
to the coffers of the Government and that money may be appropriated 
for the spread of primary education. Therefore. Sir, to-day to say 
that the amusement fax should go is a statement which ought not to 
have come from the mouth of my friend Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar. 
Therefore, Sir,, as I have stated the provisions of this Bill do not affect 
the poorer claS?<es whose ^cause we have come to support here in this 
Assembly. AY the k»ne time as I have stated. Sir, it wa'^ [minted 
out by some of the speakers that these Emergency Acts were passed 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


im} 


ii5» 


at a ti»ie when the (lovernmeiit was running with a deficit budget. 
Tnie, but 1 am not prepared to accept th*at the (iovernmenf is to-day 
running with a surplus budget. 


Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is a surplus budget. 
Mauivi ABDUL BARI; It is not so. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Read it 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I have read it. Still I will uitt cull it a 
surplus butlget. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You are too unintelligent 
to understand. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I max be less intelligent than yourself. 
Let there be all intelligence with you. 

Now, Sir, money is wanted, and we know that in this \ ear's budget 
mone} has been provided for (he Industrial Department, for 
the Agricultural Dejiartment, for the Education Department, 
ami xve are crying that the monex that has been j>rovided 
tor nation-building departinents is not enough. We want 
more and miire, and where that nione.x is to come from. Is that money 
to fall from the Heavens, or is that nionev to be hml from daksha'a 
treasure, or is that money to he got from the treasures of Bengal 
hidden under the soil, or is that money to come from the seu-horue 
vessels coming from the coast of England I' Or are we to find mtney 
from our own country, of course from those who have gt)t capacity 
to pay, namely, from the people who live on the unearned income of 
the country, people who are exploiting the masses and who are robbing 
the poorer classes right and left, namely, the people who have hoarded 
and amassed enormous wealth. It is those people we have g(d to tax. 
The principle of Islamic law’ is this that whenever a man has got 
Rs. 100 in his pocket, he has got to give away a sum of Rs. 10 as 
Zakat. Here, of course, you w^ill find that this is not an administration 
run by a Muhammadan Emperor, otherwise they would have to pay 
Zakat also. This administration is run by the British Emperor and^ 
therefore, we have to abide by the laws of the British Empire. There- 
fore, laws have got to be promulgated and money has got to be found 
for the benefit of the poorer classes and this money has got to be found 
by taxing those who take probates of will and take succession certifi- 
cates of properties worth over 2 lakhs and 60 thousand rupees, namely, 
the bigger samindars and the bigger capitalists, by taxing those who 
go to fh^ cin^nias daily and those who go* to the race-course for 
enjoyment, and money ha.s got to be paid by those Vlio are really 
transactijig business day in and day nut in the markets of Cakutta 
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and ainasfling money. These^Acts do not show anywhere that a single 
pie has got to be realised as from any tenant of Bengal, particularly 
anyone living outside the borders of Calcutta proper. Therefore, Sir. 
on the.se grounds there is no force whatsoever in the arguments of niy 
friends, burring of course Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu who represents hi^ 
own constituencj , in opposing the provisions of the Bill. With ali 
these observations I think the House ought to support the provision *• 
of the Bill if we are to do any good to the masses in general. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN; enfK i swr f?F«; 

r4 aJr tax 5R»rT mw 

m »rar3g!i ctoi cerocf, fw, ?rrTOt ^ 

OT f^Fw; ^ cwcw 

WTO TOCWT vmm fro ^ bicn i Kh ( trie I ill sinr^ 

CTO;C® CTO CIRT? fTO? 5TOT ^TTO OTI sTO 

cj[ •debit wrr? *iic^ q chi^is toi wh Si^t $cb. w? ?nt3 

41^ R;5t)T light rafc^ 55 . Fro^ crot c5rc$^t6TOT 5m «ncf, 

TO-f5^ CTOR 5Tra encf WR? ?TfS fWTC^ 0||* C^ ®trc^ eni3lT C55TRT TO5 55 ^ 1 

W5T, <3^ WT5 5TK <351 C5C^ 515 WI5TC5t oinAIII 5j5ri55 W5TC15 3? I ill 35 
TOT 3C^ TO ^ ^ ^ WCfft' 51 ra!I5 't5"lC<5 bR 5W CtTTO 

TO 55 WT5 5lt55 50* CTOF5 TO 5RTT5 5C5C5I BfT5 3^ f^f55. eUTO 3^ C5 
bill crnrTOT Snnoftnu C5TC5C5. fCR C5 wtr fnt. 's.^oo 

ni*tW> aro 555 3( bill «TO5, CH brw 55 RTO TOi «nt5 chalL'U^t* 55t5 

TO C5 55? f55 W? CTO TO^" C55l office m5 55RTC5 

W C5TC511 SFTC'Stt 5f5 STO O’TO 5m ncome 55 «fr5 55? 55 5m 
® I C51 C®1 355? 5T15\5T5 ?t5T tax 515* l t4l5vt'!) 55. ^515 5^if*5 C5T5C^ 551 
55? ^ C5TC5 C^ U\\ Ai^uiln C5T5 H5^155 5r 1 ctT5 35 tax f5C5 5?dC55 
RFR C5TC^ 5TO 5TI 55lC55 CTOT 3^ n5We 55? 55 I 5m 

C5 5I’C51:c 5 5r5T C5TC5CI Labour Department 35 5RT C>f5T C5Tm TOF5^C5T office 
CTO «IRICH5, rfgist^T trad<‘ uni(»n C!g35 C55T5 ^TC5T?R TO 5C5Cfl W 
injT .stamps court fee 5*5^5 WA 5^€ 5515C55 C5 aff(‘ct CTOTO 5T 35'5T 
5m Jt51 Cinema Ci?« C555 55l55T CTO 5Tr5 5r 15 T 5 $55 tax 55TTO 55;i:5l 
5Tt5 5rC55 5?ro C5I5C5H TOT 5f5 Cinema 3 CTO TO TOC I TOT CTO ?15T5 
5r 5m;T55 $55 C5TC5 C55;¥I 5f5 tax 5T 5TTOr TOW 55l5 CmiTO TO 

TOC5 C5TW 3^ Cinema C55;C^ TOCW I 3 TO5 TO 5T5:W TO TO 55TC55T 
C5T55 C?ry;w TOTOT, fron CH5;;Cf5 TOC55T-jr-TOg 5WCC5tl TO 5l5vH. 
TO55G CTO ewr 55TO C5 55lC55T« 3^ 5^5 TO, TOTT® «tTtTO CTOW TO, TOT 

WTO "(Tt; 5 i5;ci55 wtw 5Tt, TOtr« Hm;r55 55 r f^ni; am tor mro to, tot® 
5i5;r55 555 5*r?;j» toi tow tmc55 cwtr tow 351 x 5 toto. wt aw 
"gR 5r5;cf5l 5r 5W TOWl?<t to tor f5C5 to tow 5WT-*5f5 55, TOR f5C5 
C5ntTt5 5T55iR, ^t5W WR aa5j[ WR WT55R 5T5 WIC«F5 WTPT 5r50Rl 

OTIW C5Rftt TOT 5r WTC5 f5W5 f5W 35^ CTO CW 55TO1 IRT TO* 
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cnw *8® Snra tSPt «(W siwr?. anir ?R5 4?S; >!;»r cm cmc® ttc? cn 

npj)X*E? finiT ii*fr 

atPT ^ WT’l CfRT CtRT — 5m ^ 

w to I mi stfeifiwii asn^ toR w cro^cij m 

rni ^5TWT WTO CTO toy fw m?K *Ry srm wnro nrc?R cnt a tol 

TO circu'ated TO 45^ W ^TOil CTOTO— ^ 

Bill ^ aw wyi 'b^odii ^ iwfw loader ffcw. 

fdT*l a?! Bill approve rm^ffCW I W»<(9 crs, ?!T?? HTC^WRI ^TCSTT C#Rf 
tot WTO ^ CKTfw arocw ^ cro asn’ a^ srarrwQ cm® arriR. ®TCfTO 
a^TO aw TOC^ TOR TOT fwl? aSiTl ®T fT^ Wr jrfTOTOif ttaro 
TO TOR al Bill a w^'il fTOT TO ®TTO <R[1C?? * 1 ;^ CTO a^ TO fro 
a® TOf® PR? ^[Tlt TORIW CTO^f^ — maa« a? TOT ^1 

mass a^ SRTOR^T ^ TO — “a^ TO?T ®W OTTIR CTOTOT a Bill CV 

support CTOl^C®^ TO^ — iR5TrTO*t a Bill 6Tlt I ®T •tT C#IC* 
CfTto C®TO TO CTOfC® TOR. a?to C^ fw RTOR*! afl toll CTOC^ I 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir. T acrepi the challenj^e of Mr. Zaniaii, 


Mft A« Mt A# ZAMAN: T am very i^dad to iiear that Mr. Abdul Bari 
is prepared to accept my challenjfe. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. order. Thi.s llou.se i.s not intended to be 
utilized for cballenpinp: eacli other, (liaujrhter.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr S)Hak(r. Sir. 1 am very 
doubtful if mv friend the Tlon’ble the Finanee Minister was quite fiappy 
at tin* defcnct' put up tor him b\ the Ifoirble MemlM*r from Berham- 
pore. He .seems ti) have ru.shed in wliere an^rels fear to tread. Sir, if 
the Hon’ble the Finance Mini.ster want.s the .support of the House, he 
has to show a better case. T definitely a.ssert, that 1 do not see why» 
witli n prosperity budget, he wishes to make use of the pernicioun 
system of making emergency measures permanent. I wish, as T said 
the other day, that some courage were .sho%vn. I wish that, instead of 
going the whole hog and making the.se expiring laws permanent, he had 
told us ‘H shall try them for a year or I shall try them for two years*'; 

I wish he had told us that he was going to get these 18 lakhs from that 
octopus, the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. Why not lax themf 
I am told that the dividends declared by it ore very high, the Director’s 
fees are still higher, and, tlserefore, I submit that it is the Electric 
Supply Corporation that should be made to pay this amount, if it is 
necessary for the balancing of his budget. Some Hon'ble Members 

have told us that Government did not make of the money that was..-" 
already «t* their disposal but nobody has mentioned the 70 lakhs of 
rupees which the Hon'ble Finance Minister is hiding in his pocket. 
Sell these temporary Treasury Bills if you want money, but, reallf, you 
12 
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do not want any more money. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
already got more than one crore, and further, he is going to get a fairly 
fat amount at the end of the year. Why then make these temporary 
Acts permanent which the public, whether it be of Calcutta or of the 
districts, does not like. The Hon ’hie the Finance Minister is doing 
that which his bureaucratic predecessors dare not do although financial 
strigency and the general trade depression would have been sufficient 
reasons for them to do so. He is, sir, as a Finance Minister, in a very 
enviable position. Finance Ministers all over the world nowatlays have 
to tfiink in terms of <lehts and deficit budgets. Bengal has no debts to 
pav and that is one more reason why our Finance Minister should not 
have recourse to luxation unless it is proved to he ahsolutelyy necessary. 
Why does he want all this money when he is going to have, as 1 have 
said already, a good (dosing balance at the emi of the year!'' 

It has been j)ointed out that the people in Calcutta are poor. There 
are rich peoi)le also in ( alcutla. It the j)oor ])eo])ie are going to live in 
(Calcutta, they have got to pa\ tor the current they Use. I admit that. 
But if the policy of jjopiilariy.iiig tlu^ use oi elcM t licit \ in the urlian and 
rural districts and making such use cnuiil i.\ -wide is to he adopted by 
Government, then a decision on this point in favour ot this Bill may 
retard our iirogress in tliat direction. all \uinl to see a ])ros]>erous 

Bengal, a healthier Bengal and a cleaner Bengal in lime to come — say, 
in five years or so. Therefore, sir, I would appeal to I lie Hon’ble I he 
Finance Minister lo see his way either to withdraw this Bill ((’ries of 
“hear, hear or to so amend it as would justify our siipjiort of il. 

as regards the Stamp dut\, the Ibmimrahle Member from the 
Indian Cliumher of Commerce, lias put up a good case and his deniand, 
that effoi'ls should he imule, if possible. h\ iliis Government lo make a 
uniform paymeni ot these duties, on l^»\^ers <>} Atlornev. Memorandums 
and Articles of Assuciation and man> oilier legal and (‘ommeicial docu- 
ments, all over India, should he acceded to. If .\ou make that also 
periiianeiit, then it will he very diffi<*ult to go hack upon it, 'rheretore, 
Sir, until we have triecl the G<)veriiment of India and induced them to 
adopt a uniform rate ot these fees possible, let the Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister postpone thi.s matter till then. 

Sir, 1 could not hear the spe(*ch of the previous speaker, hut if seems 
that in times when there was no monp> , when we were ]iasMng through 
depression, amusements had to he taxed. To me it appears that it wa» 
a cheap imitation of what was done in ¥ew' York, in Ix)ndon and in 
other Continental towns. Our people do not get sufficient amusement. 
Their whole life is one round from (he factory to a very awkward and 
iinoomfortable bed, and fr^m that awkward bed to the factory. I would, 
therefore, in order to give them a change of mentality, atmosphere and 
surroundings or rest from the normal drudgery course of life, make 
ibkbiftts and other amusements free — not only of the tax, but, as in 
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Jjomloii an<l other plaoen, where lalMiurer> and workers are driven eheaper 
ratea on the traniH and hiiMes. I wish the Hon‘hle the Finance Minister 
could show some iinaj^ination and pnivide free cinemas andHree amnse- 
meuts tor onr working classes. Here, on the other hand, we find that 
this Aimisemeiitfi Tax is grung to he made permanent. When are these 
faxes going to he stopped ^ 1 <lo not know how and in what light he 

will take my remarks hut 1 do feel (hat. with a surplus budget , with a 
good balance at the end of the year and with no use for the money (hat 
he is going to collect through this Hill, he <’ould affr^ril to he generous. 
Something should he done to satisfx the general desire for relief from 
taxatifui of the House and of the public* at huge. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

I am '.orry I am consi rained to withhold m^ support to tiie Kxpiriug 
Laws Hill introduced hy the Ilou’hle Finance Minister. I fully agree 
with the arguments that have been advanced h\ the previcois Speakers, 
who have, indeed, lightene*! m> task. The Indian Stamp Act of 11135 
is tlte product of two amendments on the original Stamp Act since 
I do not agree with m.\ friend .Mr. Ahdul Huri that it does not affect the 
poor people. The mi<hlle class aie also poor. The ricdi, liowever, may 
not find an\ ditlicultv in pa\ing this dutv. In my district there are 
sjuall landholders ami jnhilurs wh<» have been affected h\ the Stamp 
Act in such matters as pattilion deeds, general ]>owers of attorne.v ami 
hy other enliancemeiits ot dutv under pid>isions o( the Act of 1113’). 
Sir, faxation, in itself, is an o<lious thing, and it should not he imjrosed 
unless Government are forced to it h\ extreme tinancial diflicnUies* In 
this mutter I agree with Mr. Srddirjui. who has just spoken. 

Sir, with regrrrd to the other Acts, suclr as. the Amuseiiienls Tax 
Act, and the Klectiicit\ Duty A<*t, I have not g<j( anything to hh\ . 

AVith these w(»rds. Sir. I derdine to give m\ sijjtport t»» this <*nac(- 
merit. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I had liettei bring this debate to a close 
and adjourn the Hemse at this stage I jiropose to call upon the flon’hle 
Finance Minister to repl> after prayers. 

I shall HOW' adjourn the House for titt minutes for prayers. 

The House was then adjourned for 20 miiiute.s 

t 

{Afier adjourn men t . ) 

Th§ Hon’bM Mr. NALINI RANJAN SAAKER: Sir, it has Imn 

complained *that we are trying t4) make the taxation measures, whiek 
were simply emergent and temporary measures, permanent. It is tr^. 
Sir, that when theee measures were first enacted they were meant to 
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bridge the gul| between revenue and expenditure prevailing in those 
days, that is mostly to meet the deficit. I admit also that the purpose 
for which we are seeking to continue these measures is not to make up 
any deficit^ but to carry on our programme of national industrial 
improvement, agricultural improvement, etc. The money that is now 
available will not be sufficient even to trundi the fringe of the problem. 

Then, Sir, one member at least has laid stress on the word “perma- 
ment” — that we are seeking to make these measures permanent. 
Sir, all taxes are in a sense permanent: hut to-day they are permanent 
to-uiorrow tliey can be modified. If (iovhrninent find that it is not 
necessary to raise the sum or even if at some future date Government 
find that these taxes are weighing heavily on the people and that they 
are unable to afford them, certainly Government would come forward 
with their proposals either to modify or repeal them. , 

Again, it has been said that we have got a prosperous financial 
position and that we should not try to add to our financial resources. 
My friend, Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu, made an impassioned appeal to 
this side of the House showing the prosperity of our financial position. 
I do not think, Mr. Basu has undersiood the position (juite well. 
Though he has referred to about Hs. 3 crores of our closing balance, he 
knows perfectly that that closing balance is not a free balance. I have 
shown that without these taxation mea.sures, our closing balance should 
be one crore of rupees, and even this one crore of rupees is not a 
recurring thing but a non-recurring thing. Those of you who are 
aware of tlie financial condition when the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms 
were initiated know that the then Government started with an opening 
balance of Rs. 2 crores and within 18 months tliese two crores vanished 
and they had to go in for new taxation mea.sures. So I do not think 
that e\eii this one crore of rupees will remain free very long. As you 
know, the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment i Bill is going to be enacted 
very shortly, and if it is enacted on the same terms as you have passed it 
ill this House it will entail a non-recurring liability of Rs. 50 lakhs, 
being the amount of deposit of sahnni with the Government which, 
after the passing of the Bengal Teiiunc} Act, will have to be paid to 
the claiinanU and no fresh salami will come to that fund to recoup it. 
Thus this one crore of rupees, after meeting all our liabilities for the 
year, will not remain a free balance. 

The next thing, Sir, you have suspe^t^^d the operation of the 
Rublic pemands Recovery Act and you are insisting on prohibition — 
these measitreiiS are bound to affect Government's revenue. On the 
other hand, there is an insistent demand in this House, and 1 think 
rightly, that we must expand our nation-building activities; *all these 
things cannot l>e done without fivsh taxation and without 
fresh resources. It is not the custom of the piovineial Government 
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to huve taxation measures every year commensurate with their pro* 
gramme of expenditure for that year. It is usual, a^d it is I think 
very helpful, first to ascertain our resources, then make the progiaiume 
for expenditure on nation-building activities. That is why \u* have 
proposed to continue these taxes for a longer time. I can, however, 
assure the House that if at any time it is found that they are telling 
heavily on the poor people — telling heavily on those who cannot liear 
these taxation or that they are retarding the iudustiial and economic 
growth of this province, — Government will certainly (onie foiward 
with their modified Bill or even if necessary with measures for icpeal- 
ing these measures. 

Then. Sir, my fiii'iid Mr, Saiitosli Kumar Ba.su regretted that as 
a first responsible Finanee Minister I should think it niv duty to come 
with fresh taxation proposals, A.> I <aid heioie, 1 am not yet 

with any fresh taxation inea-'Ure*.. 1 am onl> ‘ii’ekin;.*, to loniinue 
the taxation measures which are alieady in existenei*. But if necessity 
aiises for the larger development vmk foi whiidi theie i^ an ^n'‘l^1ent 
demand in this Ilmisi*, I will not hesitate to bring in flesh taxation 
)^^oposul^. He was v<‘iy sorr\ that 1 wh(» idainied to lx* a |mpular 
Minister liavo come forward with llie>e proposaU Ixditting a hnreau- 
Miitie Minister, hut my consolation i** that I am in ver\ good company, 
fur the Fongre-*> Finance .Minister (*f B(nnl)a\ has al.s«) done ilic same 
lliing. I w'ill read one paragraph trnin the Budget .speech of the 
Ilon’hle Finamc Minister of tlo' Bomha\ (rovernm(‘nt. He said: “As 
tlic House is clearl\ awai<* foni of ihe existing -oOMrci s of levenne, 
namely, tin' Flectiicitv Tax. Stamps, Court-fee^ Tax, Tohaccif Tax, 
liave got to he plaeeij on a pi'rmaiieiit basis ami the legislative jiroposal 
l<» that efleet will he duly submitted to this House, I am aware of 
the opjiosition evoked hy some of these measures when IIh'v weie first 
adojited and later on lemvuMl. 'Ihe im-n-aM* in stamps, conil-feefl 
dulU'S and lax on toha(M't» w.i-. stHuiglx <d»j<‘eted to. hut eireunislanc’CB 
ha>e changed much in leceni \<‘ai.s that theM* ohjerdiems du not 
now' possess ihc same validity a•^ before. ’* 'Ihen in the cemduding 
perrtion of his Budget speech fie >aiel : ‘ we caniud mini new nijrees or 

print new enrreney notes. All the inoiiey we can get will be by such 
taxation os may well iemeli the pereket- of those who can afford to pay*^ 
and not only that so far as the eler trieify dut> is concerned, Bombay 
has increased in eertain phoes their rates by three pies hy which they 
expect to raise Bs. h lakhs ^|lore than what they were getting for the 
last three or four years. 

Another jioint I w'ant to place Wforc yoji is this. Electricity is a 
subject , which is not under the absolute control of the Provincial 
Government. It is a subject which is governed by Schedule Vfl of 
the Government of India Act under the Concurrent List. Part II, 
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where both the Provincial Governments and the Central Oovemmem 
have frot the power to legislate and in case of electricity and a few other 
items we cannot legislate except under the direction of the Central 
Government. In order that we i5iy get those resources this Govern- 
ment for the last 5 or G months has been negotiating with the Govern- 
ment of India to allow it to impose this electricity duty and in the recent 
Finance Ministers’ Conference at Delhi it was decided that the Central 
Government would write to the Secretary of State and get the Act 
amended to give power to all the piovinces to impose the electricity 
duty. Practically the initiative in this regard was tak(‘n by this 
Govej nnient . 

So fai‘ as the Stamp duty is conceined. Mr. Khaitan raised a p»»int 
that it is not eipial to other Provinces, 1 have no information about 
the (iovernment of Bihar or of the United Provinces but I have com- 
pared our rates wu’th Bomba> and Madras and found that we are on 
e(|na] fo(»tiiig. 

So far as tlie cost of electricity is coiu'erned since the passing of 
this Act in Ifidf) the Calcutta Klectric Supply Corporation have reduced 
their rate by alwut 20 per cent. So at a time when these duties uen* 
passed, the conditions were diftereut. Now (dectricity has become 
cheaper in (hilcutta. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So \ou are depriving Calcutta 
of the benefit given by tbo Calcutta Kle<tiic Su])pl\ Coipoiation. 

The Hon'bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: The> gave that 
benefit aft(*r the duty was imposed. M> triend Mr. Basu wanted to 
snv«> the motussil peojile trom j)a>ing these rates; 1 sympathise 
with him. But I may tell him that mofussil undertakings have not 
l)een retarded diu* to the imposition ot these duties. As he will find 
their incotne from these duties is increasing and every year fresh licen.>je8 
are being applied for. I am vei,\ happ\ that Mi. Basu has tried to 
do something for the motussil members but I have seiui some cut 
mothms on the budget grants by which a larger issue is going to be 
raised and Mr. Basu will hav<‘ to defend that and if he succeeds in 
that I will (‘ertainly longratulate him. Tn comparison with that 
suhjei t, 1 think, electiicity is very small. Some of the mofu.ssil mem- 
bers of tiiis House have put in a seheme that the expenditure of the 
(’nlcutta Police — the major portion at least — must l)e Wne by the 
Calcutta people and I am waiting to see with pleasure how Mr. Basu's 
ndvoeuc\ pivvjiils. 

*' 

My friend, Mr. Hiddii^i (he is not here now) in his budget discussion 
asked me to launeh upon Indd schemes and to raise crores and crores of 
TUfiees in loan for industrialisation. If I have to raise loans, if I have 
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to jiWpose loan®, nobody would buy tho»e loans unless I can show that 
I have got sufficient resources to pay the charges. 

For these reasons it is absolutely necessary tha< those taxes which 
we have now got must be contintted, so that we can initiate larger 
expenditure for the Vneficent departments. 


Mf« SAMT08H KUMAR BA8U! hy md cut down the frivolous 
expenditure. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: If I am allowed 
to Maste the time of the ITouse I can shou from (\)ngress documents 
that the Bombax ( oiigre''S Minister has answereil this argument also. 
11c ^aid that mere retrenchment would not help mutters very mueh, 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us ill \ou adopt the principle of 
the Bombay Minister in its entirety!'' 


Tha Hon’hia Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKERs W'e have adopted 
7n.>ie, and when the time eoines, I would show what they liave done and 
wlmi we have done, bet Mr. Basn not Im‘ im]>atient. Mr. Basu is not 
lieie to criticise things on their own merits. He does not like this 
(bn eminent. He wants t<» overthnov it am) iMMUipy tliis ])laee. So 
whateve?’ measures we shall aulopt, he i*. ImuhoI to oppos(’ tliem. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is onr (n^stiiu- 
lioTial duty. 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: He was soiiy 
that I like a bureaucratic Mini.ster brought these taxation proposals, 
but I am very sorry that Mr, Basu w'lo) represents the (^ongress party, 
the champion of the poor jieople, should oppose these proposals becaUM 
tlie taxes propo.sed under thev‘ measures will be Inirne by a comparatively 
well-1(i-do people. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: !^oij me altsolutely wrong. 

Tb® Hoii’bl® Mr. NALINjI RANdAN BARKER* I am absolutely 
right. Mr. Basu who reads my budget speech, but dm*s not care to 
distinguish l>etw'een non-recurring and recurring expenditure. 
{Latiifhter. ) Mr, Basu asked me when 1 have invested lls. 70 lakhs in 
Treasury Bonds what was the use of additional money. I have invested 
^0 lakhs out of the Deld Deposit Fund and that was a temporary invest- 
ment. 
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Mr. lAMTOtH KUMAR BASUS My learned friend has entirely 
misunderstood me. I did not utter a single word about Treasury 
Bills. 

The Hon’bia Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes; you did. 

Mr. SAT08H KUMAR BA8U: My difSculty is that I have got 
no Secretary either private or public to prepare my speech. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I think when a member makes a disavowal .)t his 
.statement it is the l^nliamentary prartice to accept it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Pailiamentary pi . ti<e 
is unk!U)wn to them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Mr. Hasu app oled 

to the House a]i(l quoted l.oul ltona]<!'5ny. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Not Mr. Basu, hut I 
quoted, 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am story heruuse 
I always thinking of Mr. Basu. It it was Mr. Bai (^haudhiiri, 
I do not want to reply; it is not nece.ssarv. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it will meet with the approval of the 
House it I select one of the.sc motions for the decision of the Ifouse 
and judge the result witli reference to that [mrticular motion. I wish 
to lake one motion from each group ami take the v«>te of the House 
on that. But 1 might explain that I shall tii>t put the motion about 
( in ulatiou for the pur}>ose of eliciting opinhm. If that is carried then 
others tall to the ground. 

I will now put the motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kuudu that the 
Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 19dH, he circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon hy dlst July 1988. 

The motion was put and a division was asked for. 

Mr. 8PEA|(ER: Bejfoie I put this motion again I would ask 
Mr. Saiat Ohandra Bose and also the T^eader of the House, ^ whether 
it wcvuld not l)e desirable if the lobbies to my left are enttrety reeerred 
for the op}x)sition and the lobby to the right entirely reserved Isr 
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Gcyyatiiinent and their supporters, so that there may not be any crossing 
with each other; it would also avoid the demonstrations which are 
sometimes witnessed on the floor of the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUOHURI: A mistake may be 
made*, Sir, with this change in the method of taking the division. 

Mr. SfEAKER: Well, no mistake is apt to he made, for if you 
belong to the oi>position yon are hound to go to your left. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then, Sir, there is also 
the question of the '‘Ayes" and “Noes” lobby. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No (juesiion ot “Aye^” aii<l “Nnes" lobby. Vot^ 
are suppfised then to be l)liu<l t(» that and only keep to the left. 

If, however, thi'. matter does not eonimend itself to the House then 
1 would «t‘j'tainly insist that meinbejs will b<* gcjod enough to straighi- 
away go to the doors without blocking th(‘ wa\ and ert‘ating con fusion, 
as is sometimes done. Tliere aie thren* doors on this side and three 
doors on the other side, and 1 wouhl certainly expect that memliers w'ill 
proceed straightaway to tlie lobbic's, instead of congregating in th# 
centre and ereating great congestion on the floor. 

Mr. ilOCEGH CHANDRA GUPTA: f think, Sir, it will l>e.oon. 
venient to continue the arrangement which has obtained np till now, 
and the present suggestion of the ('hair may 1 h* lonsidered later mi. 


Mr. SPEAKER: -Ml tight. Tluue is no objh‘<ti»m to eontinue the 
present juactiie, but 1 liojH^ that memlKUs will kindly keep to their seats 
and not (toss and re-cross the floor and laeate congestion in the centre, 
liefore going into the lobbies. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 think, Sir, that at the time 
of the division the whips of the parties will have to go almut, but 
unfortunately trouble is created if the lenders lake their su[>|)orters or 
hikewnrm memlier.s in their arms and conduct them into the lobby. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think Mr. Gupta realises that if it cauedf 
trouble to the w’hips and the leaders it causes no less trouble to ike 

Chair. • 

• • 

The House will now divide. The “Ayes’’ will go to my right and 
the “Now” to my left. 
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The motion was pnt and* a Division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


AMM NtfMf, KhM laliaSar f yts. 
AMat NattlM, Mairfvl. 

ANal mm, Waalvi 
AMaf Wahti, Mtatf i. 

Ala NtMtiA tarluir, Mtaivi. 

Alat r«l. Mr. MS. 

Altai AH. Mr. ^ 

AlaMl Klaa. Mr. lyaS. 

Araittrani, Mr. W. L. 

AtlaiaailB AIbmI. Mr. 

Iaaa«f|M, Or. f artifc OlaaSra. 
•aatrll. Mr. f . 

•aatrlM. Mr. Iraaiatla Nath. 
Oaaarlt. Mr. tatya frlya. 

•aaaarjaa, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

•aia. Mr. laatail Kaiaar. 

Alaarailk, Or. OaMaia OkaaSri 
•tearaa, Mr. Oaaik Ul. 
iltarat, Mr. laraaira Natk. 

•tM, Mr. larat Okaarira. 

Olakralarty, tala NaraaSra Rarayaa. 
•lanapaSkyay. Mr. NartpaSa. 
tlaaSkarl, Rai HaraaSra Natk. 
Ollppaaiala. Mr. S. W. 

•ai Mr. MaMai OkaaSra. 

Baa, Mr. RaSkaaatk. 

Dm tapta. Bala KkagaaSra Natk 
Bat lapla. Mr. NaraaSra Natk. 

Batta, Mr. OkiraaSra Natk. 

Dalai. Mr. HaraaSra. 

Batta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

BaHa tapta, Mlaa Mira. 

BaiiaSal Nataa, Kul. 

•llaM, Mr. Atat Krlihaa, 
ttaaaAHa AkaitS, Mr. 
taaiaa, Mr. I. A. 

•aawaaii. Mr. Tiilai Okaaira. 
trlMlki. Mr, c. 

Aapta, Mr. Sagaak OkaaSra. 


Naaaa AH BfcaaAkary, Mr. tyai. 
NIaialalagka, Mr. tralafeSayai. 
Mptaaiia Haakaaiy. Mr. lyai. 

Saaak AH Majaaaiar, Maalti. 

Kkaa, Mr. OatoaSra UH. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal OlaMra. 

Kaaia, Mr. NIakHka Natk. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

MiKi, Mr. Nikaaja Bakaii. 

Maltra, Mr. taraagra Makaa. 

Maji. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 

MaJaaiSar, Mra. Naaiaprtaa. 

MaiaatSar, Mr. Biraaira Natk. 

Mai, Mr. laarar Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. iagaaira Natk. 
Maairuiuaiaa laiaaiakail, Maalaaa Mi. 
Mafkal Naaaia, Mr. 

MakarJI, Mr. Dkiraaira Rarayaa. 
Makkarjaa, Mr. B. 

Makkarji, Or. H. C. 

Makkarji, Or. Skarat Okaaira. 

MalHck. Irijat Aakataak. 

Nartoa. Mr. N. R. 
kaia, Mr. Baraia kracaaaa. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Raailiaiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkriikaa. 

Ray. Mr. Kiikari kati. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 
laayal. Or. Naliaakaka. 
laayal, Mr. laiaaka lakkar 
Saa, Mr. Nagaaira Natk. 
gkakaiali, Mr. 

Ikaaiiaiiin Akaiti, Mr. M. 

Ilaka, 8ri|al Maaiaira Bkaaaa. 
lar, Mr. Harankra Kaaiar. 

Yaiat Miraa. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Alial Alii, Maalaaa Mi. 

AMat BaH. Maalvl. 

ANai Naklai VifcraMparl, Mr. Mi. 
AMal Naaiii, Mr. A. M. 

Aktat iaklar, kalaraa, Mr. Mi. 

AMat Kaiar, Mr. 

AMat Kartai, Mr. 

AMat Latlt BMarat. Maalvi. 

AMal Mklli, Mr. lyto. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMaNa-Al MakaMti, Mr. 

AMar Rakaaaa, Kkaa Bikaiar A. r. M. 
AMar RaaalM Makaitai, Mr. 

AMar Raakaai, Maalvl Mi. 

AMar Raal. Kkaa la|^ Maatat I. 
AMar Baal, Mr. tkaii. 

AMai ilakaai, MaaM Hi. 

AMt NMlIai, Maafti. 

AMI NiMala, Mr. Akaiai. 


NOEB. 


Akal QaaMM. Mialvi. 

Ackaryya Okaaikary, Makaraja laikl Kaata. at 
Maktagacka, MyaiaailBgk. 

Artak Naaaia iaariar, MaaM. 

Akaiai All, Kkaa laktk Maalaaa laayatparL 
Akaiai AH MrWka, Maatrl. 

AkaHi Naaaala, Mr. 

ARuaMla AkaMi, Kkaa BalMar. 

Aiair AH. Mi. Mia. 

AaR^raaa, Mr. i. k. 

Aakrafali, Mr. M. 

Aalai Naaaia Kkaa, Maatvi. 

BaaaaraiaA, Mr. N. 0. 

Barat AH. Mr. Mi. 

Banaa, Bala krtaikarl. 

BaraM, Mr. kaapaMt 
Baraga, Mr. Mpaa ira Natk. 

Baaa, Mr. iattaira Natk. 

Braakar, Mr. p. 0. 
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t n rnt m mr.l. 

OM, m. 

Qgn, Sr. PcNMlri »«U. 
rtrtatf ItM OMvtftanr, «r. M. 

Ftrftai HMM KktMM, iHflM. 
ra«t»i HN. Mr. A. K. 

Ftftvl Kk«« talNi^iir Maalvi. 

ratlar RtliMaa, Mr. 
rttlar Rahwaa MaktMr, Mr. 
f«r|««*«, Mr. R. H. 

NiRxvMKi Ohawihary. Mtvlvi. 

MaaitfaMia Akaai, Khaa lakik. 

Hukam All Kkaa, Kkan Rahaiar. 

HaHaa Martkai. Mn. 

Natawally JaMaiar, Kkaa takik. 

Mayvfa4, Mr. Ro|tn. 

Nirtitl, Mr. M. A. r. 

Hamaa, Mr. r. T. 

Mrtf AkMta Mia, Mr. 

4a«iaaMia Akaak, Mr. 

Kaklrakiia Kkaa, Kkaa lakik. 

Kaaaaky, Mr. I. 0. 

MaliakMa Okaakkary, Maahri. 

Maktakakkia Akaak, Kkaa takakar. 
Maakal. Mr. Amrita Ul. 

Maakal, Mr. Raaka Rakarl. 

Maakal, Mr. Rirat Ckaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. Jafat kkaakra. 

Maairakkia Akkaak, Maalvi. 

MiNar, Mr. 0. 

MMaa-Rakartiaa, Mr. €. I. L. 

Makaaaak Ali, Kkaa takakar. 

Mtkiia Ali, Mr. Mk. 

Marital Ali MtHak, Maahri. 

Maxaanatl Nan, Maalvi Mk. 

Makaaiaiak Atial, Kkaa lakik Maalvi lytk. 
Makaaiaiak Itkaaaa, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiak lirail, Maalvi. 

Makaaimak likklaat, Or. lytk. 


MptiMMtJIkMaHM, RAM ItMl MkHvi. 

MNtl, «tt llta*Mk Hr. MakttRt Mwry> 

MaMck. Mr. falla ■atary. 

MaikarraW Hmata, tka NaA*lla Ntvak, Kkak 
takakar. 

Mattafataral Hkfaa, Mr. lytk. 

Naaky. tkt Maa*Mt Hakara|a Irlt tkaakra, ft 
Kitlaikasar. 

NaMrallak, Nawakiaka K. 

Raatkar All, tka Haa'Ma Mr. I yak. .. 

Railiavkkia. Ika Haa'kia KkwaM lir, K.6.I.I. 
Fraaiaaik, Mr. Tariakkaraa. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa takakar A. M. i» 

Ralkat, tka Naa'kit Mr. Rraaaaaa Oak. 

Raiikakkia taratkar, Maalvi. 

Ray Okaakkary. Mr. tiraakra Kiikan. 

Raxaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Rail, Mr. 4. t. 

Ray, Mr. Fatiraai 

Ray, Ika Haa*kia lir tiiay f ratal Uafk, Kt. 

Ray. Mr. Ofcaaaaiay. 

lakarakkia Akaiak, Mr. 

laArakkla Akaiak. Naji 

laliM, Mr. I. A. 

larkar, taka Makkaiakaa 

larhar, Ika Naa’kia Mr. Maiiai Raajaa 

lauaaa. Mr. R. M. 

laa, Rai takakar ilaiaik Ckaakra 

larajal laiaai. Mr. 

Ikakakakkia. Mr. Kkivtja, O.t.I. 

Ikaaiiakkia Akaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 
liaikt, Mr. Kikatra Natk 
Havaa, Mr. k. W. R. 

•akrawarky. Ika Haa'kia Mr. M. I. 

Tamisakkla Kkaa, Maalvi 
Taavrlak. Rai takakar Maaaita Lali 
Tafal Akaiak Okaakkary, Maalvi Ma)i 
Waliar Rakaiaa, Maalvi 
Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Warktvarlk. Mr. W. C. 

Zakar AkaiH Okaakkary. Maalvi 


Tlii* Au's afi'l 117 . fli** luntinfi \\:ih 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think, 1 .Mlurli now loiniiilh jnii iIm‘ otlinr three 

innT 

l ilt* fdlli.uinj^ iin)ti«ins \M*rt* |Mit ami ln-»t : - 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURi m i.kivc In w:n of amend- 

iiifiii (hut the Bill Ik» ciiTiiljted for the i«ir|H,.e nf i-lii'iliiif; <)|Mnion 
thi'leon by tin* ‘tOtli Junt*, 


Miulyi-ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR to mmo hy way of amemliiieiit 
that the Hill be circulated for Ihe imrjtoke of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the dlst May 1938. 
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Mr. BIRENDRA MATH MAZUMDAR to move by way of amend- 
raeut that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31 st March 1938. 

The motion that the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938, be taken 
into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clauses 7, 2 arid 3. 

Mfi NACENDRA NATH SEN: I beg to move that 1. 

2 and 3 be deleted. 

I also move that in clause 2, lines 3 to 7, for the words beginning 
with “in force” and ending with “are hereby repealed” the words “for 
a further fieriod of one year after the dates of their expiration” be 
substituted; that in clause 2, lines 3-7. for the words beginning with 
“in force” and etoling with “are hereby reix^aled” the w^ords “tor a 
further }HM’iod of two yeais after the dates of their expiration” be 
substituted; that in claus(*^ 2, lines 3-7, f(U' the words l^eginninir with 
“in force” and ending with “are luMeliy re]X‘alefl” tlie words “lor u 
further period of thi<*e years from the dates of their respective cvpira- 
fion” l>e sulwtituted. 

My reasons therefor are that it is a very (lever move on the jmi 
of thelTon’hle Minister for Finance tliat instead of bringing in a ilirect 
taxation measure he has taken shelter under the sub-terfuge of re- 
enacting some Acts w’hich are due to expire within a few’ months, that 
they do continue in ord(*r to disarm the Op|M),sition, if I may •'ay so. 
The^mis('hi(*f which was created by these 4 Acts which are now’ sought 
to lie continued is manifest from a reading of the pnxecdlngs of the 
Bengal Legislative ('ouncil of 1935 when they w’cue enacted into law. 
All these iiKuisincs. \iz., the Fourt Fees Amendment Act. the Stamp 
Amendment Act, the Flectricity Duty Act and the Amusement Act, 
were carritMl in the teeth of ^ehement opjxisition. At that tinm the 
assurance was formallv given by the then IToiFble Membei of the 
Executive Oiuncil of Bis Excelletity the Governor, in churgo of 
Finance, that these were tem|X)rary measures. There miglit have 
existed some reasons at that time for enacting those measure^ into 
lawr l>ecause the revenues were then in a depleted condition. The 
question is whether those conditions still exist. The Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has in the present Bill given us absolutely no reason 
for the retention of these temporary nvasures on the Statute* Book. 
He only says the object of this Bill is to continue the tax impos^si by 
Nos, 2 to 6 of the above measures. What are the reasons for asking 
this Legislature to continue and to make i^ermanent those huvs. he 
has not cared fo say. nor in his reply to the circulation motion which 
has just now come Wore the House has he given out any valid and 
cogent reasons why these taxation measures should be retained. 
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Taxation measures are emergency measures, anti as I have said they 
were carried out in the teeth of fierce opposition from the members 
of the late Bengal Legislative Council. Some members, I say, went 
to the length of saying with regard to one of them that it was an 
iibiioxious measure; another member said that it was the iiKKst detested 
meuNure that has ever come through. Sir Bijo\ Pro'iad Singh Roy 
(he was then Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy) altliough lie voted for the 
pas>in,g of the Bill, he still .said that any mea>ures ot taxation ai'e 
undesirable and more so in a jRK)r country like ours. 1 should like to 
ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister what has led him to intnxluce 
these measures at this time when we are discussing the Budget. There 
might be some time later on when he may think the convenience of 
intioducing a measure like this so as to disarm public opjwsition with 
regard to a measure like this. It has Iwen said by some members that 
these measures are for the good of the i>(M>r piM>ple, and these measures 
do not touch the poor people. I will take up first this Stamp Act. 
It will be observed from what was enacted in the year 1985, — although 
there were only few sections — still it wdll he apparent from a perusal 
of that Act that it was fraught with the gravest dangers. At least 
•Jf) items of Schedule I to the Bengal Stain]) Act were amendtHl, and 
I shjJl read, Sir, from a s]H*ech of the lion’ hie Sii .lohn Wimdheud. 
He says 

“First of all comes an agreement or memorandum of an agreement 
reiatmg to the sale of a Bill of Kxchang<>— dhat does not uffetd the 
poor man.” 

He says that it does not affect the i>oor man. 1 do not agree ^with 
him. He has not given any reason, and I cannot see what wa.s his 
reason for saying so. 

Then he says: “Appraisement of valuation made otherwise than 
under an order of the Court in the course of a suit, if the amount 
exceeds Rs. 1,000— that also does not affect the i>ooi man.” 

“Apprenticeship deed — a man who can afford to apprentice his son 
can hardly be called a poor man.” That may l)e so. 

“Articles of association of a com^Miny ” I need not read this. 

“An amount where the proi)erty exceeds Rs. 1,000— that can hardly 
be said to bit the poor man.” 

“Bill of lading— it has nothing to do with the jwor man.” This 
seems to be an astounding proposition. I would submit, Sir, that if 
poor i)eople have got nothing to do with Bill of Lading, that is Sir 
stifling trade and commerce even on a small scale. 

“Bottda-the duty on bonds, where the amotmt secured does not exceed 
Be. WO, was not increased in 1922 with a view to protect the poor 
man/* 
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In this case I wilf show from an analysis ofHhe Stamp Act that it 
if not so. The Government edition of the Indian Stamp Act (Act H 
of 1899) corrected up to 1936 will show that so far as bonds are con- 
cerned the amendments made in articles 14 and 15 of the Indiaif Stamp 
(Bengal Amendment) Act of 1935 referred in footnote will remain in 
force for three years only and also that 2 annas, 4 annas, 8 annas and 
one rupee and where it exceeds Ks. 300 and does not exceed Hs. 400 the 
duty was enhanced fr<»m It*!. 2 t(» 3, and when it exceeds Its. 400 hut 
does not exceed ll*^, 500 the <lut\ is Its, 3-12. that is it h.'is hcen eiilianced 
by 50 per cent. 

“(h^riificutc of sale granted to the purchaser of any propertv ^ol(l 
by public auction by a Civil or Kevenue Court, or (^dlectoI■ oi other 
Revenue t)Hicer“-the ])urclia>er who hu\s a pro])erty cannot l)e described 
as a poor man.” 

A more unsympathetic language wa^ never used by a resjunisible 
Finance Member of the (if»v(*rnnient of Bengal as if a poor man cannot 
buy any ])roperty. After all if his propt'rty is sold he is hit by that, 
and if the purchaser has g(d to pay the enhanced stamp duty upon his 
certificate (d' sale, that hit< the poor man wliosp propertv has })e(‘n sold. 
Formerly it was 2 annaN: it was increased to 3 annas, and it was increas- 
ed to 4 annas, that is cent, per etuit. increase in the year 1!)35. A 
reference must In* made at this stage to the I’oundage for which is levied 
under the Iligl) (\»urt (’ircular onleis at the rate of 2 per cent. So it 
amounts to this. Tin* form<*r rate was I per cent., then it was (>nhanced 
to U per cent., and again it was enhanced to 2 per t'ent, In addition 
to ifie poundage' fee', in Fnleutta there is also tlie Improveme'nt Trust. 
That e*enm*s to 2 i>t*r ce'Ut.. wliith im'aus a person has ged to p.e\ tl per 
cent, of the purediasc mtmc\ It thi" is not ine(|uitous, I do not s»*e 
what it is. 

"A e'eempeesition deeal ladween a elt'hlor and his eTenliteu - a debtor 
may perbayis be deseribeel as a p<MO man. hut the jjeau village-r will not 
he aftVedeel by this dut\.” 

“A eop\ e)f an extriu’t certified (e* be* u tiue e‘op\ or extract by or 
by oreler of aii> p\ibli<- otticei anel not e hargeable under the law ft»r the 
time Indiig in feere'e' relating to cemrt-fees — harelly likely to affe‘ct the 
really poor man.” 

A really tmor man has ged semu* busiiiess often in the Givil Courta 
or Revenue Courts. He is sued by his landlord; be is sued by his 
creditor; and he must obtain oe»pies of documents from the Cemrt, and 
the High Court circular orders are very rigid and stringent. Now. Sir, 
if the duty of having certitied copies or uncertified copies is doubled, 
what the poor man has got to do? Can it be said that it does not hit 
hard the really poor man ? 



GOV®{N»ENT BILL. 


im| 


ITS 


“Counterpai^ or duplicate of instrument chargeable with duty ami 
in rei^ect of which the proper duty has been paid — here again, parti- 
cularly in view of the exemption, I do not think it is likely to hit the 
really poor man.’' 

Sir, that is only u lame excuse. He is not bold enough to say (hat 
it does not. 


“A mortgage deed other than a mortgage deed of a (‘rop— -there ia 
no change unless a collateral or auxiliary or additimial MH urity is giveii 
and the sum secured is in excess of Ks. I,(K)0.” 


I shall again take tlie ineinhers of (his House to the Stamp Act, and 
I shall show. Sir, that in regard to Mortgage Hond what was previcmsly 
8 annas was made V2 anna^, and what was formerly two annas on mort- 
gage (»f a crop wa> enhanced to ‘t annas and then in ItKto enhaiu‘ed to 
four annas. AVith legard to the mortgage ot a crop if it has not hit 
the really poor man, I do not s(*c what hits him. Presumably it doe» 
not concern the reall> ]>ooi men. It reminds me of a Hengali adage 

(as it a poor man has got no need 
of his fat her-in-law\ propert\ ). Now, Sir. su])pose a man put his 
property worth more than Hs. l,0(M) under mortgage and if hv is at all 
able to frei* his pioperts the mortgagee was to pay Its. o which was 
afterwards raised to Its. 7-H and in Ptdo it was raised to Its. It). Such 
enhancements in the court-tees diasti(‘ully hit tlie ])oor men. e.g.. in 
ihe transfer of moiietairv inteiest se<'ur«‘d by a mortgage hond or poli(\v 
of insurance, etc. If tin* duty on sucdi mortgage or policy ex(*e(*d» Its. »? 
it is not likely to aflect the ikm)!* men. Ouarantee of isxisfing eouri-dee* 
has nothing to do with the poor men. Lastly I <‘ome to one item wiiieli 
can l)t‘ said to aftiM t the reall\ men. I have rea<l. Sir, all the 24 

ltem^, whi<-h wert* made the suhjccl matter of amendment ot the hills 
introduced in 1 have read what Sir John \V(aKihead was trunk 

enough t(» admit in the \eai P)‘fo. and I fiave read all thes«* items, and 
it is for >ou, gentlemen, ot this Hoii-ho !<> see whether the amendmenta 
which were carried out in the year 19»*{o, in all conscience should be 
allowed to continue on the Statute Hook, so as (4f hit the p«M»r men. Are 
there no other people in the w«>rld for whose protection legislation i» 
not needed}' Mr. Abdul Bari on the edher side of the House has said 
that he wants to enish the money-lenders, the exploiters, the Zemindara 
and the Mahajans. l^et him do w) in the fulness of his heart. If there 
is any inequitous man like Sh^ock let him l)e crushed. Because a mao 
has advanced some amount under mortgage to poor and needy people 
and when the latter has repaid that with or without interest would it 
he equitable to say that in the matter of granting a release he (the 
lender) should be charged Bs. 10 instead of lA, b which was originally 
the duty, and if this duty is to be paid by the nuolgagee, does it not 
really hit the poor manP Then, Mr. Bari was pleased to say that the 
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amendment of the 4’ourt-fee» Aet of the year 1935 related absolute! v 
to probate aud other duties with which the really poor man has abso- 
lutely nothing? to do. I would plae^ before the hon’ble members ot 
this House an extract from the report of the Indian Taxation -Enquiry 
Committee, 1924-25, at pa^e 271 in which that Enquiry Oommittet 
was of opinon that “It is, therefore, recommended that for the purpose 
of introducing a general inheriiance tax in India on the lines of thos^ 
obtaining in the Ignited Kingdom, for removing the inequalities in tlie 
•existing pndjate duties, and as a necessary measure of law, an attemjv 
should he made to introduce in this country a system of representation 
on the lines of those in force in the Ihiited Kingdom, in other words, 
to extend the existing law' of probate to all the communities. To ensure 
the success of the scheme, at the initial stages a limit of exemption 
should be placed on properties worth up to Ks. 5,000 and even on sumN 
•exceeding that, the figure of duty payable should not be high. The 
•duty may be in accordance with the following scale: — ♦ 

Rg. 5,000— Nil. 

Next Es. 5,000 — Half a per cent. 

Next Es. 10,000 — One per cent. 

•and so on, on u graduated scale, 

Mr. Abdul Bari knows it quite w'ell that the incidence of taxation 
under the Bengal Acts of 1935 is nearly 300 per cent., in excess of that 
recommended by the Taxation Enquiry Committee, and Mr. Bari is 
absolutely wrong in saying that the Act VII of 1935 does not hit the 
poor. men. I invite the attention of the hon’ble members of this House 
to section VI 11 of the Bengal Amendment Act VII of 1935 in which the 
Local Government w'us emp(»w'ered to fix certain rules, w hich would have 
the force of law' and availing themselves of the power acquired by 
section Vlll of that Act the Government of Bengal issued on the 7th 
•of March 1936 a notification amending certain items of section VII, and 
at was there held that it was prescribed thereby that if the relief sought 
is in respect of a degree for money, the court-fee to be payable should 
be by far less than the amount for which the degree was to be passed. 
Before the passing of the Bengal Amendment Aet VII of 1936 it was 
in the power of the litigants, namely, the plaintiff to put on a valuation 
of his own. It was after the power which was acquired under this Act 
VII of 1935 that the Bengal Government in the fulness of its powers 
issued this notification. If it has hurt anybody, it has hurt the debtor, 
it has hurt the really poor and the needy men, who want to have the 
degree brought against him fradulently by appealing to the court for 
the cancellation of the same. 

As regards the other iwo Acts, enough has been said by other mem- 
bers at the time when the previous motion was before the House, and, 
therefore, I recommend to the hon’ble members of this House that when 



19W.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


m 


aolUiig baa been shewn by the Hon'ble the Finance Minister as to the 
further retention of these taxes, the members will be pleased to accord 
thetr sanction to my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you moved all your amendments J* 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I have moved amendments 1, 9 and 
10, etc. I think I have moved all of them. 

Dr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I do not feel much enthu- 
siasm about my amendment and, therefore. T do not propose to enter 
into details. Sir, I want to take this opportunity of criticisinp the 
manner in which the Bill has been introduced. Sir, there are principles 
of taxation, and there are j)iin( iples of introducing Bills, and, Sir, us an 
ii:j|ant in politics I cann()t quote much jirecedent, hut when precedents 
are failinjr we have to apply common sense. Sir, it is an admitted pro- 
position that in times of emerprencv in order to meet some financial 
crisis certain taxation measures are adopted with a view specifically 
to meet those emeixencies. N(>\v it woiihl he only fair to the previous 
legislature to have done so. It would be only fair to ourselves to allow 
all those measure to die n natural death, and if it he necessary to follow 
up those measures, it W'as quite oj»en to the Hon’hle the Finance Minister 
or to anybody else for tlie matter of that to bring fresh measures on the 
old lines. Sir, that would have been quite straight and buainess^lika. 
Sir, we look at the Statement of (Ihjects and Reasons we find that the 
Hon'hle the Finance Minister has (pioted alphahetic'al figures ai^l it is 
as if on a point of a dagger, he wants the Bill to he passed lest we should 
lose so much money. Sir. if mone\ were the only consideration, I 
would submit that the Hon’hle the Finance Minister w’ould have plenty 
of other avenues for taxation, taxing even the very hr«*ad ot the tenant, 
but it is no argument. The end does not always ju.^tify the means. The 
end cannot always justify tlie mean.s. To-day, Sir, after criticisms had 
been levelled by honourable members of various parties, the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister had to fake recourse fo his stock argument that he 
was introrlucing this measure for prolonging the Taxation Acts lieeause, 
otherwise, as he says, his nation-building activites might he starved. 
Well Sir, we go hack to the Statement of (thjects arnl Reasons, hut 
there, again, we do not find even a whisper of that. Sir. on this 
principle of commonsense a^l prudence — tliis principle of fairnesH and 
justice — I submit that the Hon’hle Finance Minister ought to have had 
the fairness and courage to drop the Expiring Bill and to introduce fresh 
measures on the same lines, if so advised and considered to be necessary. 

The»,*sir, we wonder why and how he tliohghi it prudent to group 
together sevenil Acta which relate to different matters and are of 
different maitnitude. Sir, between the Amusement Tax Act And the 
13 
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Couri>f668 Act there ia no connection whatsoever, except that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister by his magic wand has grouped them 
together. Sir, if these different measures were brought up separately, 
then, certainly, the House would have analysed them severally and 
separately, and the members would have applied their minds to them 
on their intrinsic merits. Sir, apart from the question of legality that 
was raised by Dr. Sanyal, apart from any point of legality as to 
weather such grouping was permissible, apart from the question of any 
precedent of the British Parliament which was quoted by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister, I submit that there is something like confusion of 
ideas and confusion of purjmses. It is something like a misjoinder of 
charges which is hound to create confusion in the minds of those who 
are to sit upon the charges. Looking at the matter from a humble 
lawyer’s point of view, I feel that such a multiplicity of demands and 
such a multiplicity of different things grouped together ought to stand 
self-condemned and discredited. 

Sir, I do not find that it has been very just and fair, or even honest, 
to have grouped these measures together and to try to pass them 
together. We are thereby deprived of the opportunity of looking at 
the internal details of the emergency Acts. This Amendment Bill, as 
framed, brings only the e.xterior of the four Acts into our view, and the 
Expiring Bill does not expose the internal position of these different 
Acts. So, the position in which we are put to is that we are deprived 
of the via media which we might have adopted if the internal nature of 
the Acts were exposed. Supj)ose, for exainide, if the rates of court- 
fees Or stamps were placed before us, we certainly would have decided 
to go without the old rates. And, in the same way, we could have 
decided not to do away with them altogether hv agreeing to a lower 
rate than before. But as it is, sir, we must have either the whole hog 
or none at all. The Ilou’hle Finance Minister by putting in the 
schedule the pompnus figures in arithmetical numbers wants either to 
coerce the members to agree to such-and-such funds being provided for 
specific purposes, or he wants to cajole or tempt us with these tempting 
figures — that is more than what I can say. 

On this principle, sir, I oppose this measure, and if you will kindly 
permit me I will move amendments Nos. 12 and 20 which run as 
follows : — 

“that for clause 2, the following be slibstituted, namely: — 

* 2 , The Bengal Amusements Tax f Amendment) Act, namely, 
Act XIII of 1935, shall be continued in force, and suob 
provisions contained in the said Act or any part thereof are 
to remain in force for a further perioii of three years’, and 
'that the eohednle to the Bill be omitted’.” 
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mirn KHACENDflA NATH OAt GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to more that after clause 2 the following clause be inserted, namely 

‘*2A. After clause (vi) of proviso (b) to section 3 of the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

‘(rii) by persons who are charged more than annas five per unit for 
lights and fans*.** 

My amendment is a simple one, and it does not require much argu- 
ment. It aims at affording relief to the poor middle-class people 
residing in the mufassil towns as well as to the struggling electrical 
undertakings which operate in the mufassil, without any appreciable 
loss to Government. If my amendment is accepted, it will exempt 
those consumers who pay their electricity charges at more than 5 annas 
per unit from the operation of this Bengal Electricity Duty Act. By 
levying this electricity duty at an uniform rate of half an anna on all 
consumers of 15 units and over even though they have to pay ns much 
as 8 annas per unit, Government have been doing injustice to the 
residents of small mufassil townh. Government shfuild take note of 
the fact that people residing in tlie mufassil are already paying heavy 
charges for electricity in comparison with the people residing in 
Calcutta and its suburbs, where the charge for electricity is only 2 annas 
per unit, while in the mufassil towns it is (5 annas to 8 annas per unit. 
In mufassil towns rich people and big business and industrial coiK'erns 
are very very few, and so the consumption of electricity is mucff less, 
with the result that the cost of production is very high as compared 
with the amount of energy supplied to the consumers. So it is not on 
account of the rapacity <if these underiakings that the charge is so very 
high in mufassil towns than that ])r«vailing in Cahuittn and (»ther big 
places like the (-ity of Dacca. It might he that these electrical undeT- 
takings have been successful in some places hut in the majority of 
places they are simpl> struggling on for hare existence and have not 
even l)eeu able to pay any dividend to their shareholders up to this time. 
A good number of them are new concerns and have not received any 
encouragement from Government in the shape of getting orders for 
connections to Government buildings, oflices and quarters. It is not 
sntSficient for these undertakings to .stand on a sound footing within so 
short a period, as it is iwetty certain that they have sustaineil 
heavy losses during the first few years of their existence. Sir, with 
the imposition of this electrictiy duty, these electrical undertakings 
have been very much hard hit inasmuch as s|pall consumers, in order to 
avoid payment in the shape of electricity duty as well as to keep 
their already heavy bills within reasonable bounds, are consuming less 
electrical energy. 
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The acceptance of my amendment will mean a very insignifioant loss 
to the Government, not even 3 per cent, a few thoueands only — ^whereas 
on the other hand it will afford great relief to the people residing in the 
smaller towns as well as to the struggling electrical undertakings. On 
these grounds, I appeal to the Minister in charge to consider this ques- 
tion and accept my amendment. 


Mfi DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: I beg to move that in the 
schedule the entries relating to Bengal Act X of 1925 be omitted. 

I bog to move that in the schedule the entries relating to Bengal 
Act XI of 1935 he omitted. 

I beg to move that in the schedule the entries relating to Bengal 
Act XII of 1935 be omitted. 

The Hum-totul of the motions tliat stand in my name is this: I 
want tliat the Bengal Electricity Act, the Bengal Court-fees Act and 
the Bengal Stamp Act be abolished and that the other Act, namely, 
the Ib'iigal Amusement Tax Act should be extended. In moving these 
motions, J do not think that I should advance any argument because 
the judgment has already been delivered, and I am afraid the Judges 
are not in a mood to N'view their judgment. With these words, I 
move the.M' motions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I would be 
as short as possible. 1 find that my esteemed friend, Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Sm, has not only tried to kill three birds with one stone, but by 
the argument put f(>rward b^ liiin, he has attacked only some sections 
of the Stamp A(’t, but by bis motion he has tried to kill the whole 
Bill. I ran sa> tliat if we find in the working of this Act that the poor 
people cannot have their '^sfumhur-ban ", as Nagendra Balm has 
described it, certainly (ioveniment will reconsider their position and 
try to make an improvement in that direetion. 

Then, Sir, my friend, Mr. Sanyal, has said that in my reply, I 
have given only stock arguments and he has brought in a new consign- 
ment of beautiful arguments which 1 cannot review. Ue has said 
that tlu're has been a misjoinder of issues; 1 am not a practising 
lawyt*r, but from ctmniionsense point of view, 1 can tell him that there 
has been misjoinder iif charges on his part. 

So fur as Mr. Khagendra Nath Das^Gupta’s motion is concerned, 
1 am unable to accept it, because from enquiry I find that it is not 
retarding the progress of the mufassil electric supply companies. 
Moreover, Government are always trying to encourage the mufassil 
electric supply companies by taking from such companies supply of 
electrical current and accessories for Goveminent offices. So 1 am 
unable to accept his motion. 
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The {nUowing motions were then put and lost: — 

Baba Nagendra Nath Sen moved that clauses 1, 2 and 3 be deleted. 

Babu Nagendra Nath Sen moved that in clause 2, lines 3 to 7, for 
the words beginning with **in force’’ and ending with “are hereby 
repealed” the words “for a further period of one year after the dates 
of their expiration” be substituted. 

Babu Nagendra Nath Sen moved that in clause 2, lines 3-7, for 
the words beginning with “in force” and ending with “are hereby 
repealed” the words “for a further period of two years after the dates 
of their expiration” be substituted. 

Babu Nagendra Nath Sen moved that in clause 2, lines 3-7, for the 
words beginning with “in force” and ending with “are hereby 
repealed” the words “for a furtlier period of three years from the 
dates of their respective expiration” be substituted. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal moved that for clause 2, the following 
be substituted, namely : — 

“2. The Bengal Amusements Tax (Amendment) Act, namely, 
Act XIII of 1935, shall be continued in force, and such 
provisions contained in the said Act or any part thereof are 
to remain in fojce for a further period of 3 years”. 

Babu Kliagcndra Nath Das Gupta moved that after clause 2 the 
following clause be inserted, namely : — 

“2A. After clause (vt) of proviso (5) to section 3 of the I^engal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, the following clause shall be 
in.serted, namely : — 

‘(vh) by persons who are charged more than annas five per unit 
for lights and fans’.” 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal moved that the schedule to the Bill be 
omitted. 

Mr. Dhireiidra Nath Datta moved that in the schedule the entries 
relating to Bengal Act X of 1935 be omitted. 

Mr, Dbirendra Nath Datta, Mr. Shahedali and Maulvi Abdul 
Hakim moved that in the schedule the entries relating to Bengal Act 
XI of 1935 be omitted, ^ 

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta moved that in the schedule the entriea 
relating to Bengal Act XII of 1935 be omitted. 

Clause 1 , 

The motion that clniiae 1 stand part of the Bill was pat and agreod 


to. 
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Clause 2, 

The motion that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 

Clause 3. 

The motion that clause 3 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 

Schedule* 

The motion that the schedule stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The motion that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN 8ARKER: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Expiring liaws Bill, 1938, as settled in tho 
Assembly, be passed. 

The motion that the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938, os settled 
in the Assembly be passed was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m., on Friday, the 4th 
March 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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ProceidBiMli of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
und^ the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Friday, 
the 4th March, 1938, at 4-50 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqub, o.i.b.) 
in the Chair, ten llou’ble Ministers and 210 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Treatment of political prisoners in the Dacca Jail. 

M38, Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; (a) Will the llon’ble 

Minister in charge of Home (Jails) l>(*|Hirtnient be pleased to state 
whether the attention of (roveniineiit has Wen drawn to the statement 
of Sj. Suresh Chandra Hasu, cousin of Dr. llhuiral Chandra Basw, a 
prisoner in the Dacca Jail, re^rarding the treatment ot jK)litical jirisoner# 
in the Dacca Jail? 

{b) Is it a fact that the prisoners who had Kone on hunger-strike 
recently were not ijermitted to meet together on or about the 2<Hb 
January last to discuss disoontinuanc© of the hunger-strike? 

(c) Is it a fact that the non-ofticinl visitor, Mr. Amulya Ralan Ouhft, 
recjuested the Superintendent to allow the prisoners this facility? 

(d) What are the observations made by the non-official visitor, 
Mr. Amulya Ratan Guha, in the Jail Visitors Book regarding the 
grievances of the hunger-strikers and the cause of the strike? 

(e) Will the Hon’blo Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when was the order of Government for transfer of the political 
prisoners from division III to division II passed ; 

(u) when was it oommanicated to the prisoners concerned; and 

(tit) when was it actually given effect to;® 

(/) Ii it a ftict that aome hanger-atriking priaonera were made to voile 
for aeveral daya aTon whan tbey ware going without food? , 
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(l^) Are Govenuiient coniemi^ating an independent enquiry into the 
ciroumatancee prevailing at the Dacca Jail with regard to the treatment 
of political prisoners immediately before and during the last hunger- 
strike P 

Minister in charge of the HOME (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon^ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) to (c) Yes. 

(d) Ojpies of relevant extracts from the Minute Book in their entirety 
are laid on the table of the Library. The Superintendent was correct in 
refusing the facility at that stage in aci ordance with Government Stand- 
ing Instructions. On a reference to Government the necessary facilities 
were accorded on 1st February and subseiiuent days. 

(c) (i) Orders on the case.s of jnisoners confined in the Dacca Jail were 
received in that jail on the evening of the iSth danuary, llh38. 

(ii) On the morning of the Ifhh January. 

(m) On the .same day, that is to say, two days before the late 
Hareudrn Munshi began his hunger-strike. 

(/) and (g) No. 

Dft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hnn'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the non-official visitor observed in the visi- 
tors’ book that the hunger-strike was not due to any general com- 
plaint regarding release of all political prisoners, hut on account of 
certain very specific and concret<* cases of coniplainl of treatment in 
the Iqcal jailP 

The Hon’bic Khwfljs Sir NAZIMUDDINs Whatever the non- 
official visitor observed has already been placed on the library table in 
its entirety and tliere is nothing more to be said. 

Mr. MONORANilAN BANERJIs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that although llarendra Munshi was for a long time a division II 
prisoner, his division 11 was cancelled because he refused to salute 
the Superintendent by saying “Sarkar Salam”. 

The Hon’ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I can say definitely 
that “Sarkar Salam” was never insisted upon at the Dacca Jail at 
the time when llarendra Munshi was there. 

i 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Is the Hon’ble ' Minister aware 
that in the non-official visitor’s remark, he says that one of the 
groun<ls , 

SPEAKERS There oannot be any euj^leiiientary qneetioa 
arising out of any remark in the visitors’ book. 
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On NALINAKiNA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Miniater be 
pleased to state what action was taken on the remarks of non-official 
visitor where he said tliat one of the complaints of the hunger-strik- 
ing prisoners w^as that they were required to say *‘Sarfcar Salam” I 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said 
that this was not so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IIon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state what action was taken on the request of the non- 
official visitor to allow the hunger-striking prisoners to meet together 
for about an hour or two so that they may discuss the pt^ssibility of 
giving up hunger-strike 

Mr, SPEAKER: T think I have told you more than once that the 
purpose of a supplementary question is to elicit information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May 1 have the information as 
to what action was taken on the recommendation of the non-official 
visitor as recorded in the visitors’ hook, namely, that the prisoners 
be given a chance to meet for an hour or two so that they may dis- 
cuss how they cotild give up the hunger-strike, as it was not possible 
individually to come Ut any decision? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer you to 
reply to question (d). 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to (d), is the 
Hon’hle Minister aware of the fact that public is strongly of the 
opinion that an enquiry should be held regarding the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question d(»eH not arise. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state if the recommendations of the non-official 
visitor were given effect to? 

Tha HoR’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Which recommenda- 
tion? 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: The recommendations 
that were made and recorded hy him in the visitors’ book. 

Tha HaB’Wa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Some of them were 
given effect to and those that were not possible obuld aot he given 
affect to. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs With reference to {d), will the 
Hon’bk Miaiflter be pleased to state if it is a fact that beeanse of the 
delay in permitting the prisoners to meet together, Harendra Munshi 
died ? 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Certainly not. 

Mr. MONORANdAN BANERdI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the mother of a hunger-striking prisoner was not allowed to see 
him in the jail during the hunger-strike? 

That Hofi^hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I am not awere of it. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is satisfied that there is reason to make definite 
enquries as to the cause of the death of Harendra Munshi? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: As far as possible, 
enquiries have been made and after the hunger-strike was over, the 
Inspeotor-General of Police was sent to Dacca specially to hold an 
enquiry, and whatever local complaints these people have got are 
going to be put up l)€fore the three-monthly Board for their considera- 
tion and report to Government. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the answer that 
the Hon'ble Minister was pleased to give on the floor of this House in 
connection witli the Adjournment Motion, namely, that the prisoners 
were on hunger-strike not on account of local grievances, but on 
account of general grievances and in reference to the present answer, 
will he be pleased to state what action do the Government propose to 
take to find out who supplied the wrong information in the first 
case ? 

Tbt Hon'blt Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There was no wrong 
information at all. I gave facts and figures to his House to the 
effect that not even one of the hunger-striking prisoners gave local 
grievances as a reason for going on hunger-strike. We have got in 
writing from these people that their primary reason for going on 
hunger-strike was release and repeal of repressive laws. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if Government are prepared to allow an enquiry 
to he made into the death, of Harendra Munshi by the members of this 
House ? 

The Hwi’Wt Ktol^ fir NAZIMUDDINi No, Sir. 
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Mr, HitEMD RA NAB AYAN CHAKRAVERTY: 

^ IyW?. fm V5^ <(JI* IW ftl, 8*Tl 

m iKm ^ 5 «to 

Tht Hwi’bla Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Miniser be 
pleased to state whether after the publication of this letter of Dr. 
Bhupal Chandra Basu in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, he was not allowed 
to see his cousin in the jail? 

The Hon’ble Khamja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Does this arise out of 

the question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I think it arises out of the question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, as long as Dr. 
Bhupal Cliandm Basu was on hunger-strike no interview was allowed, 
and after a week the relations of Dr. Bhupal Ibisu were allowed to 
see him every day. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the In.spector-deneral of Polic’e did not meet 
Mr. Amulya llatan Guha and find out how he came to make these 
observations? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. May 1 dmw the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that I never said that the Inspector- 
General of Police w'as seat to Dacca. 

Mr. MONORANdAN BANERJI: Will the Hon’lde Minister be 
pleased to state if the relations of Dr. Bhupal (Chandra Basu were 
allowed to see him only for .seven days? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Permission was given 
up to seven days only after the hunger-strike was over. 


Numbar of Dabt Sott^mant Boanli in Daooa dittriot. 

M3S. Maulwt AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Oo-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 

Department be pleased to state — * 

» 

(i) how many Special Boards under the Beligdl Agricultural Bebiora 
Act have been fuuciioiiiitg in Dacca district; and 
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(U) how many of them have been invested with powers under section 
22 of the Beng*al Agricultural Debtors Act ? 

(/>) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the difficulty that Special 

Boards cannot disjwse of cases for want of such power? 

# 

Miflistir in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDHE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mtillick): (a) {i) 5. 

(«) None. 

(/>) No. 


Offioers of the Department of Agriculture. 

*140. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) With reference to the 
answer to clause (a) of starred (jiiestion No. 4 of the 7th February, 
1938, will the Hoirble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and 
Industries Department be please<l to state whether the following 
officers — Messrs. Sharangafiani, Dwijadas Dutta, P. C. Chowdliury, and 
Sujyoti Nath ('haiterjee who have for a long time been officiating in 
higher posts, have l>een reverted to the lower iwsts? 

(h) With reference to the answer to clause {!») is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that with regard to Satish Thandra Bhattacharjee there 
was another officer, named H. Mazumdnr. w’ho was also similarly 
charged on the evidence or complaint of one discharged Muhammadan 
officer who was a fieldman under him? 

The Hon’hle Khwtja 8ir NAZIMUDDINs (a) As regards Messrs. 
J4hnrangapani, Dwijadas Dutta and P. (\ riiowdliurv, the answer is 
in the negative. 

Mr. P. r. CbowdUiiry is an officer of the Indian Agricultural Service 
holding substantively the j3<Kst of Dieputy Director of Agriculture, 
Eastern Circle. He was apiminted to officiate as Assistant Director of 
Agriculture, a post of the same grade in the same service but carrying 
a special pay, on the 20th April, 1937, ^and is still holding that poet. 

Mr. Dwijadas Dutta was an officer of the Bengal Higher Agricul* 
tural Service, holding subalantively the post of Second Economic 
Botanist. He was appoipted to officiate as Deputy Director of Agri- 
oulture, Northern Circle, a post of the same grade in the same service, 
on the 16th December, 19^. This officer retired from service from 
the 16th February, 1938. 
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Mr. 8. O. Shaiangapani is an officer of the Bengal Lower Agricul- 
tural Service holding substantively the ixwt of Superintendent of Agri- 
culture, Sugarcane. He was appointed to officiate as Second Economic 
Botanist, Bengal, a post borne in the cadre of the Bengal Higher Agri- 
cultural Service, on the 17th April, 1937, and is still holding that post. 

Babu Sujyoti Nath Oliatterjee, an officer of the Subordinate 
cultural Service, Class I, was temporarily appointed to act in the 
Bengal Lower Agricultural Service as Superintendent of Agriculture, 
Tobacco, on the 3rd March, 1936. He reverted to his substantive post 
on the 17th January, 1938, when the vacancy in the Bengal Lower 
Agricultural Service was filled up by apimintment of Mr. S. C. Hoy 
(B.Sc. Agri., Wales) on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commivssion. 

{b) Babu H. K. Mazumdar wa*^ not an offi4er of the Department of 
Agriculture but a teiniwraiv emphvyee of the Indian Central (V>tton 
Committee. He was employtHl on a scheme financed by the Committee 
in Bengal and hence came under the disciplinary control of the Director 
of Agriculture, Bengal. 

This temiwrarv officer was disi harged by the Director of Agricul- 
ture, Bengal, for tainixuing with official records after a full enquiry 
and not merely on the evidence of a discharged Muslim fieldman. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 do not know \n bother in the 
absence of the Minister in charge it would he fair on my part ask 
supplementary questions to the Ilon’lde Minister in charge of the Home 
Department when they concern mainly agriculluml subjecfh. 1 
suppose I sliall he given a chance to put those (juestions on another 
occa.sion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would he better that these (piestious 
should be left over for the present. Does the Hon’hle Minister agree? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: Sir. 1 cannot conceive 
of any .suppleinenUiry questions out of it, hut the hon’hle member can 
try. ' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is awa^e that Mr. Sharangapani has been offi- 
ciating for more than 5 years as Economic Botanist. He was at 
first taken as the first Economic Botanist and reverted to the Lower 
Agricultural Service when Dr. Hedayetulla was appointed there and 

the post of Hedayetulla was abolished Y • 

« 

Hm Hm*M« Khmla Sir NAZIMUDDIN : TUt i. m. 
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Dr. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: Will tbe Hon’bk Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that after this change Mr. Sharanga- 
pani has suffered some pecuniary loss? 

The Hon’ble*KhivaJa8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so. 

. # 

Di*. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to Mr. P. C. Chow, 
dhury will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Mr. 
Clark has been brought from Burma with an assurance that in 
the event of Mr. (^rbery going on leave or going on retirement 
Mr. Carbery’s place will be taken by Mr. Clark and not by 
Mr. Chowdhury? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Mr. Sujyoti Nath Chatterjee has been 
officiating in the Higher Agricultural Service for more than 5 years 
and not one year as has been stated here ? Formerly he was holding a 
temporary post in the Agricultural Service end latter on he was given 
to understand that he would be made permanent? 

Tha Hofl'bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: He was never given 
to understand tliat he would be made permanent. The post was 
advertised and filled up on tlie rec-ommendation of the Public Service 
Com mission - 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plfci'sed U) slate whether out of the four officers taken on the recom- 
mendation of the Public Service Commission two were by 
direct recruitment and tw'o others were on depiinmental recommenda- 
tion from the list of officers in the department, and the list in w^hirh the 
name of Sujyoti Nath Chatterjee appears wa.s not sent to the Public 
Service Commission? 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite possible. 
That does not pixive anything at all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to Mr. H. K. Mazum- 
dar, wdll the Hon’ble Minister be pleitsed to state whether 
Mr. Mazumdar at first joined the dejuirtment as an officer of the 
Agriculture Department and then in 1934 bis services were lent to 
the Indian Central Cotton Committee and thereafter he became a 
temporal*}^ officer of that Committee? 

The Hon’bto Khwaja’8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not see how a 

permanent officer of the department oan become a temporary officer and 
give up the permanent job for a temporary one. 
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Ut. MIILIIIAKtHA SANYAL: WiU i^e Hon’bk MimBter be 
pleased ta state if it is a fact that this Mr. H. E. Mavumdar wbo was 
discbarged by tbe Department of Agriculture waa found to t)e innocent 
by tbe Indian Central Cotton (\)mmittee when they sent tbeir own 
man to enquire into tbe case ? 

Tlia HOll'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He was not discharged 
by the Department of Agrirnlture but by the Director of Agriculture 
himseS. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Indian Cotton Committee wrote 
to tbe Director of Agriculture to withdraw the stigma from this officer 
and the Director of Agricult \i re wrote Imck to say that they could 
terminate his service and not put him (the Director) to difficulty y 

Tha Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These are matters which 
are not within the primary responsibility of the Government of Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Mr. Dwijadas Dutta who enquired into the case 
at first found that Mr. Mazumdar was innocent, and Mr. Christie, 
the Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong TTill Tracts, also aime to 
the same finding and on his recommendation Mr. llalmman, the 
complaining field man, was asked to leave the di.sirictP 

- 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid 1 can onl> allow a certain amount of 
questions witii a view to eliciting information, but it seems U) me that 
the answers to all the (piestions that yon have put are perfectly known 
to ypu.« Is it any use simply to ask the IJon’ble Minister if he is aware 
of the facts that you know of 1" If you want to have any definite 
information that is a different matter, but every (|uestion you lutve 
put shows as if the answer is known to you alrea<Iy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister has said 
that Mr. H. K. Mazumdar was discharged by tbe Director of Agricul- 
ture after a full enquiry. I submit that in course of that enquiry 
certain things happened, namely, that Mr. Dwijadas Dutta was first 
asked to enquire into the mat^r. Is it a fact? That is what I want 
to know. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid, if this House is going to be a 
Tribunal to decide tbe details of the administrative arrangements, it 
will be very* difficult for tbe House. I do not wsnut to shut out legitK 
mate questions, tbougb. 
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Mr. MC8EH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hota’ble MiniJIler be 
pleaded to state whether the Department of'Agriealtnre contemplate 
aupersedixmr the claims of an Indian in favour of a European from 
Burma for the post of Director of Agriculture ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a hypothetical 

question. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to sUite if he is aware that on the case of Mr. H. E. Mazumdar 
hangs Ihe case of Mr. S. C. Chakrabarty who was also dismissed 
and when Mr. II. K. Mazumdar’s ease was found by the Indian Central 
Cotton Coinmittee to be something different from what the Director 
of Agriculture took it for, is the Government prepared to revise its 
decision in regard to Mr. S. C. Chakrabarty? 


Th« Hoffi*bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is giving a w^rong 
impression to the House t-o state tliat Mr. Harendra Kumar Mxizumdar 
was discharged merely on the evidence of the Mussalman field man. 
Mr. Mazuindur’.s case was gone into fully by the Director of Agriculture 
and amongst other evidences one of the evidence was from this 
person and taking every fact into consideration, the Director of Agri- 
culture came tx:) tlie (xinclusion that Mr. Mazumdar was guilty of the 
offence on which he was charged and he dismissed Mr. Mazumdar. 

t, 

Dr. NAL.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Director of Agriculture never 
enquired iutxi the case himself hut deputed Mr. Dwijadas Datta to en- 
quire into i< ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, you are giving out all the informa- 
tion wlrich you require. To put it in proper form you should couch it 
in quite a different language. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir, I will put my ques- 
tion in this way. W^ill the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state who 
actually investigated the case? 

Tht HMl’bIt Kliwtja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It makes no difference 
who investigated the oase. Orders were passed by the Direotor of Agri- 
culture alter taking into consideration the repmrte of aU t)ie investi- 
gating officers and on the reports and materials that were ^beed before 
him. 
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Hir.^ lARAT 0HAI|RRA lOtES WiU the Hon'ble Mimst^ be 
pleased to state if the Director of Agricoltore actually iuYeatigated Uie 
case himeelfP 

Tlio Hon’lilo Khwiji Sir NAZIMUDDINs He came to his deoisioa 
on the records that were placed before him and on the facts and materials 
which came to light as a result of those investigations. 

Mr. SARAT CHARRRA BOSE: I submit. Sir. that this is not a 
proper question to my answer. My question was very pointed; did the 
Director of Agriculture himself investigate the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is investigation 
when an officer goes into all the records and reports and then comes to a 
decision on the reports of the investigating officers though he may not 
investigate himself. This may be described as investigation by the 
officer himself. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state who is the officer who actually enquired in the locality? 

The Hon’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 submit, Sir, this is not 

relevant, and what is more, Government do not give out reports 
submitted by departmental officers in cases of enquiry. 

t 

Mr. JDGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a matter of privilege, Sir. 
It is not the business of the Hon’ ble Minister to say that my question 
is not relevant. Of course lie is entitled to say that he will treat the 
information as confidential. But is he in order when he says that my 
question was not relevant? 

Mr. SPEAKER: When questions are admitted it in not for me to 
say how the answers thereto should be couched, but when Government 
do give answers regarding departmental matters, I entirely agree with 
Mr. J. C. Gupta that the question of relevancy hardly cornea in. But 
it is open to Government to treat any information confidential, 

Mr. AlOU|.lrA-AI.-MAHMDD0s With regar4 to the last portion 
of the answer, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the 
Gh>vem]aent propose to take any action under the Criminal Prooedure 
Code against this offiperF 

TIn| MAipiWMItWt I 1 uit« 

Diai tlp j^eeg wue not appouited bjr Due Oomninpeit. 

14 



Qxmmom. 


[4th MaIi. 


m 

*1 

Ammai rtvanui payablt by tb« laiMflonIt iwr the pargm <*lloor Nigar*> 

In Tipparik 

•141. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: Will the Han’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(а) the total amount of annual revenue payable by the landlords 

for the pargana ‘‘Noor Nager’^ in the district of Tippera; 

(б) the total amount of annual rents realised by the landlords 

from the tenants and the tenure-holders in the said pargana 
separately ; 

(c) the total amount of annual road cess realised by the landlords 
from their tenants and tenure-holders in the said pargana 
separately ; 

{d) the total amount of annual road cess paid by the landlords for 
the said pargana\ and 

(e) the total amount of annual uitarayana (a kind of subscription) 
realised by the Tip})era State from the tenants and the tenure- 
holders in the said jmrgajia? 


Minister in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon^ble Bir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): There are no public records 
from which the information asked for can be complied. 


Mr. RADHANATH DAS: With reference to question (<?), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any account is kept by the 
Revenue Department of this Government)' 


Tho Hon’bfo Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in order to 
answer this question, I would like to know what is meant by the word 
“account”. 

Mr. RADHANATH DAS: I wauteS to know, Sir, whether any 
account books or records are kept by the Revenue Department of this 
Government. 

9 

Tho Honnilo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Sir, then are no 

account books kept with reference to a pargana. 
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AMWintmMts in thn PHblio Hanlth and Local Mf>Covamniant 
Oapartmant 

•14S. Mr. MO. ABUL FAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in ohnrge 
of the Public Health and Ix>cal Self-Oovemnient Department he pleased 
to state — 

(a) the total number of appointments made in the various depart- 

ments and branches under his charge since the Ist April, 
1937; and 

(b) the number of Mussalinans among them?* 

Ministar in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL CELP- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Neuahiij 

Ali): The information required is not available in the Secretariat 
and reference has been made to the heads of departments and insti- 
tutions. The information will be supplied to the member as soon as 
the materials are available. 


Grant»dn«aid to high schools in the Katwi subdivision in Burdnsn. 

M43. Mauivi MD. ABOUR RA8HEED: Will the H<m*b)e Minisier 
in charge of the Kflucation Department be pleased to state — , 

(а) how many high English schools are there in the Katwu snl>- 

divi.sion in the Biirdwan district ; and 

{h) how many of them get (loverriiuent grant-in-aid P 

Minister in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) 9 and (h) d. 

Grants-in^ud to the hig^ schools in Burdwan. 

M44. Mauivi ABUL HASHIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister io 
(barge of the Education Defartment be pleased to state — 

(fl) how many high English schools are there in Burdwan district; 
and 

(б) , how many of them get Government grant-in-aid P 

The Hen’Me Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQs (a) 57 and (b) 19, 
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lillftvi AiUL HMHIM: Is the Hon’ble Minkler aware that in the 
whole district of Btirdwan there is not a single Government school or 
college or hostel either for boys or girls P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No hostels! AU right, 
Sir, as regards a hostel I shall make enquiry, as also about the school 
and college. 


Raoruitment of AssioUiit Hoad Maatora. 

M45. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: WiU 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to lay a statement on the table showing, year by year, for the period 
from 1930 to 1937— 

(a) how many Assistant Head Masters have been appointed direct; 

(b) how many from Assistant Masters recommended for promotion; 

(c) how many of these two groups of recruits are (1) Hindus and 

(2) Muhammadans; and 

(d) what are the qualifications of each one of them? 

TN Hoii*b<c Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Statements are placed on 
the Ljibrarv table which furnish the information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is the rule tliat one permanent vacancy in every 
five in the post of assistant masters of high schools shall be filled by 
selection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no hard and fast 
rule, but that is what is generally done. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble MinUter be 
pleased to state if in the year 1937 there was no appointment by promo- 
tion, but that there were four direct appointments, which were previous- 
ly used to be made entirely by promotion*? 

Th# HofFbli Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs The Hat which has been 
laid on the libmy table hhows that in the year 1937 there were four 
appointments made» of which two went to Hindus and two Uf Muham- 
madans. Nothing is mentioned there whether they were eeleoted or 

promote^* 
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Mr* OH IRE NOR A NATH DATTA: I§ the Hon'hle Minister awnre 
that m 1^7 there was no appointment bj promotion at all P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That appears to be a mistake. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Then it amounts to an infringe- 
ment of the rules, because there were no appointments made by promo- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise, because the Hon’ble 
Minister has said that there is no hard and fast rule. 


Pay of the clerks and muharrirs of the Registration Department 

*146. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that the scale of pay of the clerks and 

muharrirs of the Registration Department is below that 
enjoyed by their brother officers in the other branches of the 
Governmen t departmen t s ; 

(б) if so, what are the reasons for the differential treatment; 

(c) whether the Hon’ble Minister received representations on behalf 

of the employees of the Registration Department of various 
districts including Noakhali for a sifting enquiry into the 
grievances of the employees of the department, with a view 
to ameliorate the condition of the services; and t 

(d) if so, whether the Hon’ble Minister considers it desirable to 

take action in the mattery 

The Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( 0 The pay of the clerka 

and muharrirs of the Registration Department is lower than that of 
other offices, e.g., the Collector s office and the District Judges’ office. 

(h) The question is under the consideration of Government. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The grievances represented by the employees of this depart- 
ment are being investigated. 

Mr. NACENDRA NAT|I SEN: With reference to answer (d), 
will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long this investiga- 
tion is going ony 

Thi HMlINk Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUf: The representations were 
raceivdd about two months ago now and they have been forwarded to 
the districts and reports are being awaited. 



QUESTIONS. 


[4th Mas. 


m 


Mr. $HAH ABDUB RAUF; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
illegal gratifications are demanded by the clerks and mohurrirs of 
mufassal sub-registry offices? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Trained taaoliars for primary sohoois in the district of Mymonsingh. 

M47. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether any scheme for increasing the supply of trained teachers in 
the district of Myinensingh has been prepared and transmitted to the 
Director of Public Instruction under section 23 (/) (h) of Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education Act, 1930? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the scheme has been administra- 
tively approved and provision made for it in the budget of 1938-39? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of primary scholarships under the new scheme; and 
(?’») whether the Government contemplate increasing the grants-in- 
aid of those high English and middle English schools and 
high and junior madrnmhs which joined the free scheme to 
make up the loss of fees caused thereby? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: and (h) A scheme for 

the opening of a number of temporary Government training classes for 
the training of teachers for primary schools in certain districts including 
Myinensingh and for maintaining those classes for a period of five 
years with a view to turn out the requisite number of trained teachers 
in each district has been approve<l and provision for necessary funds 
has been included in the budget. 

(c) (i) The question of distribution of primary scholarships is now 
under consideration. 

(ff ) Secondary schools and viadmsahs, tke primary set^tions of which 
have been proposed as primary schools within the scheme, will be given 
monthly grants by the District School Board if the school authorities 
ask for such grants. ^ 

For additional grants from Provincial revenues to such secbndary 
institutions, each case will be examined on its own merits. 
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Khm^Mltb HAMIDUDDIN AHMEDs With reference to answer 
{<?) (*0> Hon*ble MiiiiRter be pleased to state whether the 

Government is aware that the proposed jrrants by the District School 
Boards will be insufficient to compensate the loss of every school or 
madmssah that adopts the primary school scheme for the lower classes y 


Tim Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A sdieme for iatroducin^r 
primary education under the 19»‘]U Act has just been started in Mymen- 
singh. Complaints of the character referred to by the hon’ble member 
have been received, but it is <lifficult at the present moment to forecast 
what will be the effect of the introduction of the scheme under the Act 
and it is difficult for me to say what the reactions will be on tbe existing 
schools. 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to question (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale tlie ntnnber of training 
classes that will be opened in the district of Mymensingh and the 
number of teachers that may be trained in those training classes? 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ask for notice. I cannot 
give the number off-hand. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to aniyvers 
{a) ond (6), is it possible for the Hon’hle Minister to name the other 
distric ts over and above Mymensingh? 


The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Da. ca, Pabnu. Tippera 
and some others. 


Mwivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With leferenee to answer (r), 
will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the decision of 
Government as to the distribution of primary scholarships will be 
arrived at very shortly so that they may be enjoyed during the current 
financial year? 


Tht Hon’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is ver>' difficult to say. 
As a matter of fact, I may mention for the information of the House 
that all ijrimary schools under the new scheme will have a four years 
oourse, thef« will be no lower primarj^ schools, uUd tbe lower primary 
scholarships so long payable will have to be abolished. The number of 
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primary final scholarsliips will be increaaed out of the money ihuB 
saTed. It is not possible at this stage to say definitely the exact number 
of primary scholarships under the new scheme in the district of 
Hymensingh. 


Inapaotiofi report on the Tamiuk Local Board. 

M48. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHMMMIC: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government 
Hejartment be pleased to state whether Mr. D. M. Bhattacharya 
inspected the Tamiuk TiOcal Board on the 4th and 5th October and sub- 
mitted any rei»rt? 

(b) If so, whether the cop>’ of the reix)rt will be placed before the 
members of the Assembly? 

(c) Whether the Government intend to take any steps on the basis of 
the report ? 

ThO H0fl*hl6 Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: (a) Mr. D. M. Bhatta- 
charya, Chairman, District Board, Midnapore, inspected the Local Board 
on the 4th and 5th October, 1937, and recorded a note of inspection. 

(h) and (c) The matter is under the consideration of the District 
Board and it is not proposed to lay a copy of the in8|)ection note on the 
tabl^or to take any steiw until the matter comes up to Government. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Is it not a fact that Babu Sasadhar 
Das, Vice-Chairman of the Tamiuk Local Board, was forced to resign? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I understand the Vice- 
Chairman has resigned, Imt I am not aware that he has been forced to 
resign. 


AppointmMit of Musstlman candidate as SuIk A ssistant and Assistant 

8iirgeons. ^ 


M48. Khan Bahadur Mauiwi dALALUDOIN AHMAD s Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and IxKjal Self-Govern- 
ment Dejiartitient he pleaked to state the number of Mussalman candi- 
dates employed as Stib- Assistant Surgeons and Assistant SurgMus, year 
by year, foV the last ten years ? 
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Tlit«Ml'bto Mr. tYED NAU8HER ALi: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


8UUemaU rtf erred ioinihe reply to etamd queeHm No. 149. 
NOMBEB of MuSSALMAN candidates employed DITKINO THE 

LAST TEN YEABS. 

Assietant Surgeons. 


Year. 


Permanent. Temporary. 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 



SulhAmstant Surgeons, 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 


6 

1 

1 

2 
3 
2 


1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

5 

4 


Khtn Baliaillir Mauivi dl^LALUDDIN AHMAD t With regard to 
appointments made in 1937, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state out of how many appointments these three appointments were 
made? 

• ^ 

TiW Han'bto Mr. EYED NAUEHER ALI : 1 would wk for notieo. 
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Pott of Rogistror in tho Finonoo Doportmont. 

MSO. Mauivi MUHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of the Finance Department — 

(a) to abolish the post of its Registrar; 

{h) to create the post of a Second Assistant Secretary in its place; 
and 

((?) to bring in an outsider Hindu for the new post? 

MINISTER in ohargo of tho FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon'blo Mr. Naiini Ranjan Sarkor): (a) I am aware of no such 
proposal. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Co-oporative Inspectors. 

•1S1. Mauivi ABDUL BARI S Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) how many Co-operative Inspectors have been appointed this 
year; 

(h) how many of these have been appointed from the districts of 
West Bengal; 

I 

(c) how many of these referred to (h) are Muhammadans; and 

{(1) how many of them are from the district of Murshidabad? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The hou’ble 
member is referred to the answer given at the current session of the 
Assembly to starred question No. 52 on the subject. 


Crant«inHiid to tbs high English schools and the deprovincialisation of 
Covernmont High English schools. 

M52. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department bg pleased to state — 

(i) the number of aided high English schools in the province; 

(u) the total grant made to the high English schools in Bengal; 
and ; c 

(ut) whether any principle is followed in making grants' to the 
high English sokools? 
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(b) b the Hon’ble Minister aware that at the present time in almost 
all districts there are private schools? 

(r) II the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of not mainlaininpr Government high 
English schools any more? 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) {{) m. 

(// ) Rs. 9,13,598. 

(Hi) Yes, the principles laid down in Government Order No. 809T. — 
Edu.. dated the 14th June, 1927, as well as the rules of grant-in-aid 
laid tlown in Chapter VITT of the Bengal Education (’ode. 1931, ere 
followed in making grants to the high English schools. 

{h) Yes. 

(c) The question of deprovincialisation of high English schools arose 
out of the recommendation of the Retrenchment (''ommittee. This 
matter was considered by the former Government and was ultimately 
dropped, but the question Is now being rt»considered in t'onnct tion with 
the contemplated Secondary Board Scheme. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the amount spent for 
Government High Schools? 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ask for notice. 


Earmarked lower division assistants in tha Finance Department for 
promotion to the upper division. 

*153. Mauivi MUHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Will the 
Hoii'ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether any lower division assistants have been earmarked in the 
Finance Department for [iroinotion to the upper division since 1»1 
April. 1937? 

(h) If so, how many of them are — 

(/) Hindus; and 
(n) Muslims? 


Tha Hon’bia Mr. NALINI RANdAN SAI(KERs (n) Yes 

(6) (^) Five. 

(n) Nil. 
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AI4la| MiUlailt Or. MNAULLAH; WiU the Hon’ble Mmister 
be pleased to state the reasons why there is not a single Moslem among 
those earmarked for promotion from the Lower Division to the Upper 
Division P 


The Hon’Me Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: The Hst is subject 
to annual revision. This year there were no Moslem candidates. 
Next year it may be that Moslem candidates will be available. This 
earmarking is done for filling up certain leave vacancies. 


Inundation of certain villages in Asansol (Burdwan) by the Damodar 

River. 

M54. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: On Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether he is aware that the villages 
Silampur Ketan, P. S. Kaksa; Nadiha, P. S. Faridpur; Madanpur, 
Kaba, P. S. Ondal; Napur, Ballavpur, P. S. llaniganj ; of Asansol 
Subdivision were washed away by the Damodar River? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative what steps are the 
Government going to take to save those villages from flood? 

MINISTER in ohargo of tho COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS! 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'blo Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Ka8iiiv> 

bazar): (ja) The villages mentioned were severely damaged by the 
flood of 1935. 

c 

{})) No nd hoc protective measure is possible. Tlie problem is part 
of the bigger problem of preventing ravages by the floods on both sides 
of the river and is likely to he solved when the scheme for having a 
reservoir in the upper reaches of the river materialises. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is possible or feasible to render any help 
from the Famine Insurance Fund under the circumstances? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, af Kaslmbazar: 

That is more than I can say. 

Eumarliwi toww division Msistants in ConnnuniMdion. md Wuin 
DapartniMt for promotion to tho uppu- divitien. 

*155. MdUtvi MUHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any (excepting the assistant 
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tranBfexflwj from the Local Self-GoTernment Department for Eoad 
Deyelopment Work) assistants in the lower division in the Communioa- 
tions and Works Department were earmarked and have been promoted 
to the upper division from Ist April, 1937 P 

(h) If so, how many of them are — 


(i) Hindus; and 
(n) Muslims? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) and (h) One lower division assistant, who is a Hindu, has been 
promoted to the upper division since the Ist April, 1937. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there are any Muhammadans considered to 
be tit for promotion to the Upper Division? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Kasimbazar: 

1 think there was one temporary promotion of a Muslim otiioer from 
the Lower to the Upper Division. 


Constitution of tho District 8ohool Board of Mymonsingh. 

M56. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAB: {a) Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the total 
number of members belonging to the caste Hindus, Scheduled Castes 
and the Muhammadans in the District School Board and in the local 
sub-committees thereunder in the district of Mymensingh. 

(b) If the number of Scheduled Caste members are not in projHU- 
tiou to their population, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the 
desirability of taking steps to make up the deficiency by taking more 
Scheduled Caste members in the District School Board and in each of 
the local sub-committees thereunder? 

Tiw Heii’M. Mr. A. K. F/tZLUL HUQ: (a) The present constitu- 
tion of the District School Board, Mymensingh, is — 

(1) 14 ex^jfieio members, 

(2) HO* elected members, and 

(3) 6 appointed members. 
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Ea^ofido members are members o| the School Board by yirtue of the 
offices they hold and as changes in the personnel are not infrequent, 
Qoremment are not in a position to state definitely what the caste or 
creed of the ex-officio members may be from time to time. 

The elected members are all Moslems ; of the appointed members two 
are Christians, two Moslems and two are appointed by virtue of their 
offices, viz., the Assistant Inspectress of Schools, Mymensingh, and 
one of the Sadar Subdivisional Officers. 

The local sub-committees are appointed by the School Board in 
terms of section 19 (7) (n) of the Act and Government have no infor- 
mation about the constitution of such committees. 

(6) The Act does not provide for the appointment or election of 
members of a particular community in proportion to their population 
to a District School Board which consists of — 

(1) ex-officio members, 

(2) elected members; and 

(3) appointed members. 


It is not, tlierefore, possible for tlovernment to take any particular steps 
to ensure the return of members of Scheduled Castes in a District School 
Board in respect of vx-officio members or elected members. Govern- 
ment will however duly take into consideration when the Board is 
reconstituted this year the interests of the Sche<luled C'astes while 
appointing members to the District School Board, Mymensingh, under 
section G (/i) of the Act. 

The local flu})-committees are appointed by the School Board in terms 
of section 19 (/) (r) of the Act and Government cannot interfere with 
the decision of the School Board in the appointment of such committees. 


Mft MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (a), will the 
Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state why out of the four members 2 
are Muhammadans and 2 (’hristians and wh\ none of the scheduled 
castes were taken ? 


Th« Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAILUL HOQ: I may mention for the in- 
formation of the House that the District School Board of Mymensingh 
was constituted nearly four years ago. Although the Board was 
constituted, Uw cess wasonot imposed. Now that the cess has been 
imposed and the term of that Board is over, a new Boardus going 
to be constituted. Government will take into consideration the claims 
of the scheduled castes and will see that they are properly represented. 
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•IriiiHi of tiHi oloHeal •BtaMlshmoiit in Um Daooa Collootmtt. 

MS7. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURIl 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Dep&rtmont bo 
pleased to state — 

(t) the number of upper and lower division tderks in the Collec- 
torate and Magistracy of Dacca ; 

(ii) the aumber of Muhammadan upper and lower division clerka 
therein; and 

(nV) the number of Mussulman Sheristadars and head clerks in the 
district? 


(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of issuing a 
circular order to the District Magistrate'* and Collectors to increase 
the number of Muhammadan officers as < lerks, head clerks and 
Sheristadars? 

The Hoffl’hte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: {a) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(6) Promotions to upper division posts are made with regard to 
merit and seniority only. No communal jmrcentage is prescribed foi 
such promotions. The (|uestion of communal percentage in public 
services is at present under < onsideralion of (Government. 

SialemerU referred to in the reply to clause (a) (t) to (iti) of starred question 

No. 157. 

Upper division. Louer division. 

• , , A ^ 

Permanent. Tempo- Permanent. Tempo- 
rary. rary. 

(i) 17 I 154 48 

(ii) . , 6 Nil 67 14 

(m) There is only one Sheristadar in the district who i» a non- 

Muslim. 

All the 6 upper division Muslim clerks are departmental head clerks. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On who|e recommendation is a 
liower Division clerk promoted to the Upper Division? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mr. ABOUL KARIM i WiU the Hon'ble Minuter be pleaeed to 
ctnte it there ie a definite standard and criterion for merit P 


TIm Mwillto Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I hope there 
is. — 


A|i|ioiiitmMts maiio in tiw Forwt and Exciaa Departmen t ainaa 
let April, 1S37. 

MSS. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister iu 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of appointments made in the various depart- 
ments and branches under his charge since let April, 1937 : 

(b) the number among them who are — 

(t) Muslims, and 
(it) Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER in charga of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon'bla Mr. Prasanna Dab Raikut): The answer cannot 
be furnished at such short notice without reference to local officers who 
have been written to in the matter. It will be supplied as quickly as 
possible on hearing from them. 

« 

Mfa MDa ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the information will be supplied during the course of this 
session ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: I cannot say 
definitely; it will be done as soon as possible. 


Grant of khas mahal lands for roligious or obaritablo purpoaia. 

MM. Maidvi MD. ABOUR RABHEEDl (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bevenue Department be pleased to state 
whether Government kfuu mahal lands have been granted, free of 
rent or at nominal rent, within the last three years, for the construction 
or extension of mandirt, mosques or churches or lor any t>ther charitaUe 
or religious purposes in aay of the districtsP 

(6) I! sp, Jhe name of the district or districts and ^ iPfirpose for 
which gfantedP 
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Tht Hon»bl« Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINCH ROY; (a) Yes. 
(h) A statement is placed on the table. 


Statement referrtd to in the reply to question No. U9. 


District. 

Year. 

Puq) 08 e. 

Bakaiganj 

. . 1935 

Extension of the Char Faason Dispensary. 

Jalpaiguri 

1936 

Construction of quarters for nurses and menLals 
of the Sadar Hospital. 

Khulna 

1936 

Ghatbhog Dispensary. 

Dacca 

.. 1936 

Old mosque relinquished to the local mosque 
committee. 

Noakhali 

. . 1936 

Construction of the dispensary building at 
Burirchar. 

Midnapore 

.. 1930 

Griffiths (3jaritable l>e}>er Hospital and Clinio 
in junuza Barapathar. 

‘Jalpaiguri 

. . 1937 

Construction of staff quarU>rs and an X-ray 
building for the Sadar Hos])ital. 

Ditto 

1937 

The land of the old kalibori existing at Bhati* 
ban Hat was settled with the local oom- 
mitteo. 

Noakhali 

, . 1937 

Extension of the mosque at Feni. 

Ditto 

.. 1937 

Extension of the kalibarx at Feni. 

Bakaiganj 

1937 

Constniction of a Baby (Hinic and a children’s 
jilayground at Barisal. 

Darjeeling 

.. 1937 

Monastery at Gmg. 


Mauivi ABUL HASHIM: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the MiihaiinnaiianH of Biirdwan submitted a 
petition to the Government praying for the grant of khas mahal lands 
for the extension of the Burdwan Civil Court Mosque, and that the 
petition was rejected? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I ask for 
notice. 

Appointinents of Itiopeotors and Auditoro of CcHiporativo SooioHoo from 
Burdivan, Prosido^ and Rajihahl Divisions. 

•m Mauivi MD. ABDDR RASHEBD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be ideased to state — 

(a) how. many Inspectors o{ Co-operative Societies and Auditors 
were appointed between 1st April, 1937, and 31st January, 
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(h) how many Inspectors and Auditors were appointed from 
Burdwan, Presidency and Rajshahi Divisions; and 

(c) how many Inspectors and Auditors from Burdwan Division 
alone ? 

The Hon'Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The hon’bk 
member is referred to the answer to starred question No. 52 given at 
the current session of the Assembly. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wUch answers were laid on the table) 

Aoguisition of land for the Narayanhat Forest station. 

36. AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the exact date when the site for the Narayanhat forest station 
in Chittagong was acquired; 

(h) when the bungalow was constructed; 

(c) when the price of the acquired plot was actually paid to the 

proprietor of the land ; and 

(d) when his residential house was demolished? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) The Forest 
Department took possession by amicable settlement with the owners on 
the 16th February, 1937, but acquisition under Land Acquisition Act was 
sanctioned in September, 1937. 

(h) The building was constructed in February and March, 1937, 
with permission of owners. 

(c) Price has not yet been paid, but will be paid within 1937-38. 

(d) The owners removed their hor.se8 during the 3rd week of 
February, 1937. 

A|.Ha| INulana Dr. %ANAULLAH: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Chittagong Forest Department is notorious for its 

Mr. BREAKERS That question does not arise. What is your 
specific question however? 



QUESTIONS. 


Ill 


1988 ^ 

M4lai Maulun Or.* SANAULLAH: Does the Hoii’ble Minister 
propoM to appoint an impartial enquiry committtee consisting of 
officiftla and non-officials to enquire into the serious irregularities)^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: No. the whole 
matter is under coowsideration of the Government. 


Number of cases in civil courts in Bengal excluding Calcutta. 

37. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Hiuifitsr in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of — 

(1) Civil suits. 

(2) Miscellaneous suits, 

(3) Execution suits, 

in Bengal excluding Calcutta for the years 1!135, 1930 and 1937 ; 

(it) the number of civil suite — 

(1) rent, 

(2) money, 

(3) mortgage, 

(4) small cause.s court executions, and 

(5) other class, 

for the years 1934, 193'), 193ti ami 1937 in the Kishoregaiij. .lanialpur, 
Sadar, Netrokona, Taugail, Sherpur, and Hajitpur Munsifs’ and Sub- 
Judges’ Courts of Mymensingh? 

(6) Is it a fa( t that hy the establishment of Debt Settlement Boanl, 
the works of the civil courts have been diminished? 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of 
reducing the number of Munsifs and Sub-Judges? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LECI8LATIVE 
OEPARTMENT8 (the Hon'ble Nawab Musbarruff Heitain« Khan 
Bahadur) S (a) (i) and (ti) Statements are laid on the table. The 
figures for 1937 are not yet available. • 

(6) iCfcovemment is watching the situation, the new Act mainly 
affects the work in Munsifs’ Courts; figi^s have been collected which 
show that the total number of cases (instituted) in Munsifs Courts was 
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• 1,832,000 in 1936 and has dropped to 1,2&T,000 in 1937. Generally 
ipeaking there has been an increase in West Bengal districts and a 
decrease in East and North Bengal districts. 

(c) The member is referred to my reply to a similar question No *57 
asked in this session by Mr. Syed Alxlul Majid. 


SUUemenU re/erred to in the reply to dau&e (a) (i) and (ii) of unstarred question 

No. 37. 


The figures for disposal are as follows: — 


Miscellaneous Execution 



Civil suits. 

cases. 

cases. 

(a) 1935 

.. 761,048 

106,657 

546,338 

1936 

. . 744,322 

106,651 

5a3,999 


Civil suite. 

Execution 

cases. 

Total. 

(6) 1934 

74,339 

50,269 

124,608 

1935 

68,679 

55,404 

124,083 

1936 

73,286 

(M),862 

134,148 


MkUivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer to 
question (h), will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased lo state whether the 
increase in the number of Munaif’s (Vnirts cases in West Bengal is due 
io the fact that sufficient number of Debt Settlement Boards have not 
been established there? 

The Hon’ble Naweb MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Kay be. 


Playground for the Chatkhil Panchgaon Gupta 8chool, Noakhali. 

38. Mr. 8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINi: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Reveuj^e Department aware — 

(i) that there is a Muslim graveyard just by the eastern side 
of the Chatkhil Panchgaon Gupta High School under the 
pokce-station Ramganj in the district of Noakhali; 

(u) that the Government have decided to acquire this particular 
plot of land for the playground purpose of the said school; 
, and 
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(Hi) tliat there h a feeling among the Mnssalmans over the proposed 

' acquisition P ♦ 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of not acquiring that plot of land P If not, 
why notP 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Government 
have no such information. 

(t) to (in) and (h) There is a proposal for acquiring 4 plots of land 
on the eastern side of the Chatkhil Panchgaon Gupta High School. 
These plots, so far as is known at present, do not contain any grave* 
yard. Objections under section oA of the Land Acquisition Act have 
been invited as usual. If in the course of enquiry under that section it 
transpires tliat there is any graveyard in the land the question of its 
exclusion will be considered by Government. 

Authenticated Schedule. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER; Sir, under the 
terms of sub-section (2) of section <S{) of the Government of India Act, 
1935, I beg to lay before the House a supplementary schedule of expen- 
diture for the year 1937-38 uuthenticatcMl hv II is Excellency the 
Governor on the 25ih P'ebruary 193S. 

(The Ilon’ble Minister handed the uullientiiuUMl schedule over to 
Mr. Speaker.) 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1S37. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Bengal Piihlh* Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 

1937 . 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I beg to 
move that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very simple measure, and it is in the interest of the 
agriculturists. In order to provide them with sufficient credit facili- 
ties, Government have already estttblishe<l five land mortgage hanks 
in different districts and they proposed t<f guarantee interest charges 
on thoflS five land mortgage banks to the extent of 12^ lakhs of rupees. 
It is therefore necessary that Government should be armed with 



OOVEENMENT BILL. 


n4 


[4ib Ittt., 


powers to secure prompt realization of the dues. Sir, in all 
the other Indian provinces the dues of the land mortgage banks Are 
realized under the Public Demands Recoverv Act. The proposal in 
this Bill is to extend the same facilities to the co-operative credit 
societies and land mortgage banks of Bengal. 


Rii HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Only land mortgage 
banks of Bengal and not co-operative societies: 


• Tha Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg your 
pardon, to land mortgage banks of Bengal. Now, if the dues are not 
realised, and if Government are not given facilities as in other pro- 
vinces, tliey will find it ditticult to guarantee the interest charges. 
The Oo-operative Department circulated in‘ November last a memo- 
randum stating very cloarl> the necessity of this power, and that 
memorandum definitely states the object ot this measui’e. 

Fir.si of all 1 may point out that nm ei taint \ and expense of recoverv 
of the dues through the Civil Court Ls und(‘sirable, and 1 hope the House 
will admit that it is a gr<‘at liandicaj) so far as the land mortgage banks 
are concerned. Now the eo-uj>erative hanks cliarge interest at 5 pei 
cent, and if the debentures can be floated at per cent, by them, it will 
be iioHsible for the land mortgage Imnks in lend money to agriculturists 
at ft lower rate of interest. So that it is d<‘finitely to tlie advantage of 
the borrow(*rs. The object of the land mortgage bank is well known 
to the members of this House. It will offer the agriculturists long 
term credit facilities in order to enable them to pay up their old debts. 

Sii^, there are three classes of borrowers, one who i-an pay but are 
not willing to pay regularly, the second class can pay, but it is beyond 
their capacity due to circumstances to pay, and there is the third class 
who <an pay and are willing to pay. Those who are not in a position 
to pay due to circuiiistaiices beyond their control will be treated 
sympathetically. Those who are in a position to pay, but are not 
willing to pay are the only persons who need have anything to fear 
from ihmi) s]>ecial pow'ers. And those wdio are in a position to pay and 
are willing to pa.Y have nothing to do w ith the proposal now before the 
House. 

With these few” words. Sir, I beg to commend ray motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of information, Sir. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what he means by the use of the 
words uncertainty aud undesirability of realisation through the Civil 
Courts’*? * 


Mr* BREAKER: 1 do not think that is a point of ialomatioR. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1938.ll 


m 


Db HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, vill you stUow amendmeutt 
to bo xaoved first or the coq^iderations to be discussed first!’ 


Mr. SPEAKER: Unless these amendments are moved considera- 
tions CAnnot come in. 


Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, there are two 
classes of amendments, amemlments to the motion and amendments to 
the provision. First amendments to the motion have ^:ot to he moved 
and then (‘onsiderations about the amendments to provisions will come 
in. 


Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Sir. 1 beg to move by way of 
amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose ol eliciting? 
opiiii<m thereon b\ the ‘il.st luly llhhS. 

Jii moving thi.^. Sir. I iiiu>t ^ay that the present (loviuniuent and 
its followers l)oth inside and cmt'^ide this House have made a contjdete 
somersault with re‘^]>e( t to tlie Public Demands Becoverv Amendment 
Act. At the. time ol movin^^ m\ Bill lor amending that Act I quoted 
extensively, what Mr. Tamiznddin Khan and Mr. Ahdul Bari said about 
the ligouis of the certificate — 


Mr* SPEAKERS What has that got to do with the circulation 
motion y 1 am afraid 1 will not any more be a party to any re(*riininn- 
tion between one party and the other unless that is stri<’lly ne«‘eitsary. 

I hope you will .•xtrictly confine v ourself to the reason as to u by you 
think that the circulalioii motion ^liouhl he accepteil !>> the House. 

Mtuivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: .Now. Sir, i place before ihiii 
House what position (loveinment took with r»‘Hpcct to this ( citifii*atc 
Procedure during the last session. I he Premier made dcidaralion on 
behalf of (lovernment with respect to (his particular Act, and lie aaid 

wish oril\ to emphasise the fact that in course of djs<!ussion a good 
deal of time has been devoted to u narratiim of inciilents of (»pprei»- 
sion committed in the execution of the Certificate IhcMcdure Act. To 
repeat ibis is hardly necessary. Tliey are s<» well-known (hut there 
can b«; no dissentient voice ii^ that the (Vriificale l*rncedure acts very 
harshly on debtors.” Encouraged by this assertion of the Government 
I moved my Bill for amending the Public Demands Recovery AcU 
but then the Government opposed it and sent it for re-circulation » 
Hardly two days have since passed wheiP the very Government p 
bringin^i^ Bill to extend the operations of that Act to another branch 
of our governmental defortmente which aBeets the agnonlturiit very 
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much. 1 submit, Sir, the Goverument made a complete aomemult, 
but there is nothing to wonder at it. Th# Cabinet as it ia composed 
now, cannot but take that position. It is composed of the aristocratic 
Zemindars 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I did give a warning before not to 
pass such remarks and I now think that I should keep control over the 
House. I will not allow recrimination between the different parties 
unless it is strictly necessary. I do not think it has anything to do 
with the motion before the House. You can certainly discuss that on 
suitable and relevant occasions, but not now. I hope you will please 
confine yourself to the need for circulation. 


Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: And we must be prepared for 
the change of front. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order Sir. In 
order to strengthen my argument on any point if I can bring in the 
psychology of (loveriiment and the composition of the Ministry behind 
it, T think it slutuld be considered; it is quite parliamentary. 


Mf. 8PEAKER: I do realise, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, that it 
it quite parliamentary, but at the same time it i.s quite parliamentary 
for the Speaker to keep control over the House, otherwise it would be 
impossible for the House to carry on the work. For the last few days, 
I have been noticing that from the left wing recrimination begins, 
and it is retorted back by the right wing and the situation comes to 
such a pass that unless we are prepared to take a definite step towards 
it, and I appeal to all sections of the House — it would be impossible to 
carry on our deliberations with decorum and dignity. I do not wish to 
stand in the way of exercising the legitimate rights of every member to 
criticise the Government more than even they desire, but I would 
certainly appeal to the members to see that all matters are strictly 
confined to the relevant issues. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: More often the nght 
wing starts recrimination and the left \eing follows. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. That may be so. When I named the left 
wing, that is merely an ‘illustration of any one side, —right or left. 
I did not meiua aily one group particularly. It may be th# right, it 
may be the left or mce eerea. 
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Mr. fANTOBH KUMAR BA8U: On n point of order, Sir, if by 
“Lrft*’ you referred to th« Congress Benches, 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Basu. I think that, after all I have said 
just now, that does not arise. 


Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Even with respect to the very 
Bill, I submit that last year the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister cir- 
culated it and I think it was in his mind to bring in this Bill in the last 
session, but as the matter stood then, some of the members of the# 
coalition party including ourselves opposed, and it was dropped at that 
time. It is said, Sir, that inscrutable are the ways of God, but 1 do 
not understand how the present ministry who are described by some of 
the Calcutta Papers as tiii-Oods, can have an inscrutable way of raeml- 
ing the situation could create a situation even before six months passed 
that they dareil to bring this Bill again before this House. 


Now, Sir, us to the merits of the Bill, I submit that it is meant 
not so much for the benefit of the agriculturist ns it is supposeil to be, 
but it is for the interest of the so-called debenture holders, who will 
buy tlieir debentures and who are moneyed men, Mahajans and money- 
lenders. This position was made clear in the statement of “Gbjects and 
Reasons” by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister. He says “to make 
the debentures more attractive to the public by ensuring the safety 
of investment as far as possible, it is desirable that the Public Demands 
Recovery by the Certificute Procedure should be extended to the (o- 
operative and Lan.l Mortgage Bunks”. Again, Sir, the Goveriiinent 
has issued a propaganda circular immediately after the last »ession 
was over, canvassing for this particular Bill. Then also it was sail 
by the department that Government could not guarantee the principal 
oi interest of anv debentures that may be issued to provide capital for 
the Land Mortgage Banks. But if the I ertificate Procedure is pn.- 
vided for the recovery of dues owing to the Land Mortgage Banks 
Government could consider the iiuestion of guaranteeing the principal 
and interest to debenture holders! So. 1 submit. Sir, by passing this 
Act the Government will add another band to the octopus of the I ublic 
Demands Recoverv Act. It will create ai.oiher very anomalous posi- 
tion Sir. It is generally the law of the land that the nioHgagor. 
judgment-debtor, first can compel the decree-holder to ^ 

gaged property. Now. if the Act comes into force it will take away 
that verv valuable legal righi of the mortgagor, hecau.se this particular 
Bill does not say whether a Certificate-holder will first »«•' tl"* ' 

gaged property or the personal property of the judgment-debtor. It 
S^lenerally considered that by Certificate Procedure hey will pnaie^ 
to the moveable property of the judgment-debtor first. If that is w, 
the agAmlturnl judgment-debtor will be put ^ 

His whole property might have been mortgaged. Ho will be e 
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oilier means of raising money. If day after day or month after mOntb 
by the help of this Certificate Procedure hi%moTeabl6s, his cattle, and 
hie everything are sold he will be in a nice position, while this so- 
called Land Mortgage Banks, by the help of this Certificate Procedure, 
will sell his be-all and end-all. Therefore, Sir, for the agriculturist if 
he once falls within the clutches of these land mortgage banks, he will 
have no other alternative but to commit suicide for the so-called merc> 
which is being extended to him by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister. 
Now, Sir, in my opinion this foreign Government of our did confer 
very few things which could prove beneficial to us. Among those 
* things, this co-operative movement is one which could be utilized for 
the benefit of our agriculturists, but due to too much officialization and 
the rigours attending llic collection of the dues by Government, the 
banks, and the societies have been declared by all to be a complete 
failure. Now, another branch to tliat <lep:irlment has been added; it 
is the department of land mortgage banks. If you extend certificate 
powers to that branch also, I am sure tliat it will be a complete failure, 
for the certificates issued under the Public Demands Recovers Act have 
practically ruined the tenantry of Bengal. Jn my opinion, Sir, this 
Co-operative Department should be the (diarity department of Govern- 
ment. Government have ])roduced a penal budget this year. They 
have allotted more than half of tlie revenues of Bengal to Jails and 
Convicts Settlements and to (leneral Ailministration, i.e., they have 
made arrangements for ruling us, and if we disobey they have made 
arrangements for arresting us and then sending us to jails or to the 
Andamans. But they have allotted. Sir, only Rs. 14,711,000 for the 
(b-operative Departmetit, with which the lot of 4.^ crores of peasants 
in th<*H province is bound up. Therefore, 1 submit, that the intention 
of the Bill is not so miudi to henefit the agriculturists as to secure the 
money which Government will advafice or the money which they will 
raise by debentures. This Act is intended wholly for the benefit of 
Government and for those people wdin can lend money, and not for the 
persons who will actually borniw money from the .so-called land mort- 
gage bunks. 

With these remarks. Sir. I appeal to tlie Hoii.se to consider very 
carefully the situation that has betui created b> the iiitroductioii of this 
Bill. Tlie Hou.se is comp<»sed iiiostlv of repre.sentatives of the agri- 
culturists of Bengal. The Hou.se knows full well the position of the 
agriculturists. Therefore again my humble appeal to the House is that 
before pn.ssiiig this obnoxious Bill if will be pleased to consider the 
position thrice, and if the members take it to their heart I hope they 
will be in a position to throw out the Bill at once. 

Mr. J. W/I^HIPPEHDALEs Sir. I do not want to move the motion 
that stands in my name, which is that the Bill be ciroulatei for tli« 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June 1938. r 
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Rli MARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to moTe the amendment tha^ stands in my name, vii., that the Bill he 
€11*01110108 for the purpose of elieitimr opinion thereon by the 30th April. 
1938. 

Sir, in moving this motion 1 hope it will not he iniKinterpreted or 
misrepresented^ as a similar motion was done last evening. Sir, a 
motion for circulation simply means a request for consultation of public 
opinion. It means nothing more and nothing less. Whether the 
motion is supported by a speech in opposition to the i)roposed legislative 
measure or not is quite immaterial. I'nless persons hold different 
views, debatable questions certainly cannot arise ami the ]ml)lic cannot 
he invited to express tljeir ojiinion on those deliatable issues. 

Now, Sir, the proposal that is before ns is t(» extend the provi.sions 
ot the Bengal Public Demands UecoveiA Act in tavour oi land mortgage 
banks. The Hon'ble Minister in chaige oi ihe Bill, in making ids 
introductor\ statement, confused two things- 1 mean the (‘f»-opera(i\e 
societies and the land mortgage banks-aiid when he wa^ interru])ted, 
he ]>romptly withdrew the expression relating to co-operati\e societies. 
That means that this pro]»o.sed Bill does not want to extend the provi- 
sions of the Public Demands Ueco\er\ Act, so tar as co-operative 
societies are concerned. I’his Bill is meant only lor helping the live 
land mortgage banks that liave been established in Bengal up till now. 
Tbi.s is the object of the legislative proposal before us, 

Now, Sir, 'what are these land mortgage hank**.'^ Land inoilguge 
banks are institutions whicli are intended to give long term loans to 
agriculturists. This institution (»f laud mortgage banks was. of course, 
recommended by the Indian {Central) Banking Lm|uir\ ( (unminp**. 
That Knquirv Committee considered all the aspects ol a lami mortgage 
bank, and when that Committee .sat, Bengal had only two land immtgage 
banks, wheieus. at that time, Madras had twelve, and the Punjah also 
had twelve such banks. Bengal bad «.nh two land mortgage banks 
then— one at Naoguon curried on under the inspiration (»f the ganja 
that is cultivated there, and anothei at Bhola which was working 
within a very narrow ambit. 

Now, Sir, we have it from ilie Hon ble Minister in charge that onl> 
live land mortgage banks have come into existence up till now, and W6 
can presume that we have not yet got sufficient experience as to their 
working, their capability, and tlieir difficulty. Again, this question of 
conferring summary pow'ers on^and mortgage banks was very thorough- 
ly gone into by the Indian Banking Enquiry ( oiumitlee. l am presently 
referring to the recommendations of the ('entral Banking Emiuiry (com- 
mittee on this point. I would refer to paragtp^ph 226 of their Kejmrt in 
which thfy^ say: “We now come to consider the vexed question of 
whether the land mortgage banks should be vested with summary power 
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of recovery by foreclosure and sale without the intervention of cinl 
courts. Most of the Provincial Committee# are not in favour of grantini^ 
this power to the bank. One of the reasons given for this attitude h 
that the loss to debtors which it might entail might prejudice the bank 
in the eyes of the public. The Bengal Provincial Banking Enquiry 
' Committee consider that, apart from undue rigour to borrowers, the 
proposal would lead to laxity on the part of the management of fhe 
banks in scrutinizing the security offered for loans and to carelessness 
in ffxing the amount of the loan itself. In their opinion, consistent 
good management and proper fixing of the period of the loans would 
enable the land mortgage banks to avoid litigation.” 

That is how they summarised the recommendations of the Provin- 
cial Banking Enquiry Committee, but, Sir, they were of the opinion 
that some summary powers should be given to land mortgage bank'^, 
and so they further recommended: “This power is necessary to make 
the debentures a popular and liquid form of security, and until it i*; 
given, the attempt of tlie mortgage banks to derive their working 
capital by debenture issues will not meet with success .. But they 
continue and conclude: “At the same time, we recognize tliat the righi 
of the aggrieved party to question in the civil courts the action of the 
bank should be fully sateguarded We further recognize that provi- 
sion should also be made to safeguard properly the interest of the 
mortgagor and not to contravene the ])rovisions of the Civil Procedure 
Code in regard to the sales of mortgaged property. We, therefore, 
definitely re<’ommend that the power of toreclosure and sale by the land 
mortgage bank without recourse to civil courts should be given to the 
land mortgage bank subject to the above safeguards. We do not 
attach much importance to the suggestions that such a ]>ower would 
weaken the responsibility of the management or make the mortgage 
banks uiipojuilar with the public. In some countries foreclosure is not 
pernntted unless the outstanding debt bears a substantial proportion 
to the value (»f the mortgaged property. We consider that this salutary 
safeguard should also be included in any legislation in connection with 
co-operative land mortgage banks in India.” 

Now, Sir, where is that contemplated legi.^ilation ? Who will bring 
forward that legislation which must be .something other than the 
Public Demands Recovery Act? Certainly it cannot be expected 
from the present Ministry which suffer so much from poverty of 
intellect. They have found a very ha^idy weapon in the certificate 
procedure. On the one hand they propose to suspend the operation of 
the Public Demands Recovery Act in other matters and on the other, 
they propose to extend it in favour of the land mortgage banks without 
making any- provision fo¥ the safeguards which the Central Banking 
Enquiry Committee proposed. Perhaps the Hon'ble Ministei^in cliArge 
of the Bill was not aware of these recommendations of the Central 
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B&nkiDR Enquiry Committeei Had he been aware of theae recomuten* 
(lationSf certainly he would not have come forw’ard to place such a 
measure before the House. 

Now, Sir, if for one moment we oon-^ider what is expected of the 
land mortgage banks you will find that there can be no urgent nece'i.sity 
of enacting such a measure at all. for land mortgage bunks offering 
long-term credits cannot be in so much necessity of a summary method 
of realising their dues as the co-operative banks mu> be. So far aa we 
know, the co-operative banks have not yet been given that power and 
yet it is proposed that land mortgage banks should be invested with 
summary powers without making an\ pro\ision for those essential safe- 
guards which the Central Banking Kiujuirx (’ommittee recommended. 
As regards repayment of loans due to land mortgage bunks the (entrul 
Banking hlnijuiry rommiilee indicated that the best method could be 
in the following terms. They .said: “We recommend that the pay- 
ment of loans should be by a system of eijuateil payments, thereby 
amortising tlie loan at the end of a jieriod (d >ears”. So if there be 
any real wish to advaiu'e the cause of the agriculturists, certainly this 
System of amortisation should be taken and there cun be no imme- 
diate necessity for conferring (be jxmers given by the Bengal 1‘ublio 
Demands Recovery Act. With tbe-'^e words 1 commend my motion to 
the acceptance of the house. 

The House was the?i adjourned lor ‘-JO minute.s. 

(.d /.O / tid rtnnrnf .) 

Kazi EMDAOUL HAQUE: The unsMupathetic attitude of Gov- 
ernment ever since the inauguration of the so-called reforms has con- 
vinced me beyond a shadow of doubt that this Government have out- 
heroded Herod in their tyranny and oppression. This Government hy 
their continued oppression have given ample proof of this and it wa‘' 
more pertinently shown \c>lerda\ when thc_\ luiue Ouward with the 
motion for giving u new lift* to the lour obnoxioun and opprcs.sive laws 
which were about to be defunct and dead on the pleu tliat inoiiey was 
necessary to make jirovision for the so-called free and I’ompulsory 
primary education. The llon’ble the Home Minister made it known 
to the House in hi.s observation that this Government weie not res- 
ponsible for the four repiessive laws. They were tiie creation of tin* 
previous Government and so* they had nothing to do wiili then 
repressive character. They were nterely asking tor the continuation 
of them. I do not understand the nicely of difference Iwtweeu these 
two things. Whether they come forwards with a new oppressive 
measure 4 ^ 1 ; ask that an old oj>pressive measure which is about to be 
defunct and dend be continued makes no difference whatsoever, and the 
plea that money was needed for giving effect to the popular demands 
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for primary education is not tenable for ^ile is available is available 
to Government for building palatial building for the Upper Chamber 
of this House, and for a purdah college for half a doeen girl indents 
and also for deputing three officers of the Education Department to 
foreign countries as well as for spending after undesirable propaganda 
officers and also after the Hon’ble Ministers to enable them to mak«‘ 
extensive tour in the country side ostensibly with the object of getting' 
first hand information about the condition of the people 

The Hofi'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I riae on a 
point of order. Are these very relevant to the motion before the 
House ? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: This is the introduction. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: This is by way of introduction. The 
Finance Minister also observe<l that there need be no fear that the 
four oppressive laws which were of a temporary nature were going 
to be made permanent. He said that we have entirely miyunderstood 
tihe intention of Government. He assured us that if the Government 
found that these taxes weighed heavily upon the poor tenants, they 
would certainly try to rejieall or d<> away with them. But may I ask 
who is the person wh(» will weigh or determine whether they weigh 
heavily upon the tenants.^ (Vrtainly this (Tovernment — a Government 
which have no concern for the p(M>r tenants in spite of the tall talk of 
bringing dal hliat t(» them, well, even to-day they are coming with 
another penal measure, namely, that Government should be armed 
with wider power for the realisation of dues from the debtors of the land 
mortgage banks. They have not yet enquired whether the debtors have 
at all failed to pay their dues. They have already started certain land 
mortgag^^ banks, but they have not yet given any proof that the 
debtors have failed to pay tlieir dues. They want to arm themselves 
yet because they know in the heart of hearts that the position of the 
tenantry in Itengal has not been im[)roved an inch by this Govern- 
ment; on the contrary their position has been made much worse and 
will be made still much worse. 

Tlw HoiPlile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Howf 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: By ^our extravagance, you know* 
that if the present state of things continues, the tenantry will not be 
in a position to pay their dues for surely they are unable to pay unless 
and until they get the diie price for the commodities they produce 
and protect their earninlfs from the greedy eye of the Government. 
This is the apprehension in your mind and this is the reasoif why you 
want to arm yourselves beforehand. But, Sir, the time has not yet 
come when they (^n come forward with a demand like this. They 
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have not piven a sinjfle mstanoe where the poor debtors have failed 
to pay their arrear dues, and as snrh have made out no ease for their 
demand^ but I think the method of spendinjr money which is beinfr 
used by the present Government in a mo‘<t callous way and the taxation 
measures which are bein^^ reckless foiled by (lovernment will brinjr 
about a hasty ruin of the peasants. The deinuuds will never Ik* met, 
because Government will always be in need of money for buildinjr 
|)alatial houses where there is no necessity of any huildinjr whatsoever. 
Money will also he needed for extensive t<mr ot Ministers in mufassil 
for propaganda work. So whatever money comes to the (offer of the • 
Government will he misused, and the\ will ^^o on taxin^^ the people 
for money. The levy of fresh taxation will break the hackhones of 
the poor people and no doubt they will not be in a position to pay their 
rents or debts in due time, and that is why Government urjft* that they 
should be armed with extraordinary powers. I think Government 
have already done immense mischiet to the poor tenantry and they 
should take this warning that if they jro on doiu^ this sort of injustiev 
in future, they will soon have to answ’er for their action before the 
masses who have sent them to this House. With thes(‘ words 1 op|>ose 
the Government motion but support the cinulation motion of iny 
friends and collea^ue.s. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTAS 
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PP*IT?[ *(11# ^RRT 5PC I 

HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. May I speak a 
few words, Sir, as there are certain aspects of the question which have 
not been discussed yetP 

•Ifi 8PEAKER: I think this motion has been sufficiently discussed, 
and I was just going to ask the Hon*ble Chief Minister to s|>eak. But 
I hope you will he very brief. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right ,Sir. I rise 

to support the motion for (‘irculatiou. At first I really 
had — I must honestly admit — a feeling of diffidence with 

regard to this motion. I felt that probably the Hon*ble 

the Revenue Minister, who is fathering this Bill, although 
the money really does not belong to his department — I thought at first 
that he was anxious to help to build up credit facilities in the rural 
areas. 1 Ihav^' since examined the propositions in some detail and I 
find that his proposition neither helps the peasantry nor doesn't really 
help to make lor the creation of healthy land mortgage banks for 
which there might be made out a case. In the Administration Report 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


m 


1938.] 

of the I^artment of Co-opgrative and Rural Credit, the latest of which 
is available — for the year endinj^ June 1936, the draw-backs of these 
land mortgage banks have been stated, as the department has reviewed 
it, to be the foWowing: “The main reasons for the slow progress of 
events are: (a) high lending rate, (6) continuance of the economic 
depression, (c) unwillingness of co-sharers to join in executing mort- 
gage Iwnds, (d) inability to produce sureties by applicants, and (e) 
introduction of the 'Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. In this list of 
draw-backs there are some items which at tlie present moment are non- 
existent, for example, economic depression ; and in that Report itself 
it is stated that siiK'c writing <lie Report the Land Mortgage B^mks 
have had better collections and some members paid in excess of the 
instalments due from them. The dues of the Bengali Provincial Co- 
operative Bank were also regularly paid and there was no default. 
The total value of the property secured by the mortgagees was nearly 
Ii7 per cent, in excess of the value of the loans given. These being 
the features of the working r>l the land mortgage hanks, one has to 
pause and think how is it that (io\ernment is coming forward with a 
proposal of this nature which is admittedly detested by every section 
of this House. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 


Every section ! 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yps, bv every section of (hU 
House. It appears that the fuilur.' of (he land morl)raKe hanks, if 
failure it can be called, has ben due inore to tlie non-econnmic and 
noii-conimercial character of the coiiijsisition and nonstitutien of the 
hanks than to the reasons imt forward now with regard to the diffi- 
eultie.s of realisation. Tlic Ueport says that there are no difficult. es 
aliout realisation; I find that thes.' I.anks-thovwh tiliere are only o 
Midi hanks which have i.een so tar constituted— liave to depend 
mainly on funds advanced them by the Benpal Provincial (Operative 
Bonk The working cnpitul these o hank^ was at the end of June 
lltdli only 2 lakhs, out of which ihc share capital paid up was only 
Us 17 750 Tlie hulk oi the ni.mcv (herefore came from the Provin- 
cial CsMiperatlve Hank. The rate of intere.sl was inordinutelv IiikIi, 
checkin^^ the pro;;ress. and it was one of the points that were spech- 
catlv pointed out in this Ueport itself. The rate was 9} per cent. It was 
not ‘at all possible for any hank that could not ff.ve a loan to the 
agriculturists at anythintr less than 10 per cent. U, funcHon properly 
in the rural areas under the circumstanees prevailing. There is also 
the fart that these .5 laud moi/paRe hanks have an entirely miminated 
Board of Directors. Sir, when you have a nominated Board of 
Directors vou can quite easily understand how commemally capah e 
men mav he nominated to function on thesi. Imards. There_ aje a 
sorts of ‘considerations made in selecting the members of Uhe Board 
of DirectX, and the District Maffistrale of the different pl^e» happen 
to be the ex-officio chairmen of these land mortprage banlM. 

10 
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The result is the whole land mortgage bank scheme has collapsed, 
becatise it has been a machinery of patronage. As a machinery oi 
patronage, the public have not had any credence given to these banks. 
They have not given a single farthing in its funds. They could not 
possibly believe in their debentures nor did these banks obtain an> 
deposits. The position, therefore, is this — if you want rural credit 
arrangements to be made, work these banks as commercial banks and 
do not shilly-shally with the problem merely by giving more powers 
to them where they do not need any. The realisations are good — 
admittedly the realisations have been fairly well — and no case is made 
out for drastic measures for facilitating realisations. 


So much with regard to the drawbacks of the banks. Now, the 
defects that are likely to arise from the proposition that is before us, 
viz., the certificate procedure of collection for these classes of banks — 
are manifold. In the first place there are the ordinary drawbacks oi 
compulsory collection, us my hon’ble friend Mr. Rai Chaudhury has 
stated. These will lead to a very much irresponsible examination of the 
assets of borr(»wers and there might be as a consequence a relaxed 
examination of the powers of repayment. In the second place, Sir, 
when we do not have freedom of action in baking, when we have this 
meticulous law to ])rotect collection wdth regard to one class of banks 
alone, whereas in rural areas we need the co-operation of a very large 
number of credit institutions to help agriculturists in obtaining their 
necessary credit, it would be creating an invidious distinction in favour 
of class of banks. The other non-ofticial credit institutions will then 
necessarily be shy. And what would be the result? The whole effect 
of this will be that you will make rural credit more and more difficult 
to obtain and you will not be in a position to give that relief to the 
agriculturists in the rural areas which is so much needed now. It 
might be said by some enthusiasts of the land mortgage banks that in 
future when we will have a very large network of banks in all the 
rural areas patronised by Government, the position might be changed. 
But what is the position to-day? To-day the position is that we have 
so far, in the year 193(), only Rs. 1,90,000 given out in loans by these 
laud mortgage banks. Just imagine only one lakh and ninety thousand 
given out in loans in a country where you have crores and crores of 
rupees required by the agriculturists. These banks have come forward 
with a proposal to give one lakh and rtlnety thousand to agriculturists 
to relieve the peasantry. Now, if that is the position, I submit that 
they do not constitute even an infinitesimal proportion in the total 
credit systeih in the rur;e^ areas of the country. To give relief to this 
small institution .you are going to enact a law which will jeopardise 
the healthy development of credit in all the other spheres. Is that 
politics, is that economics and is that in any way justifiable — may I 
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ask, Sitf On this ground, alone, on account of the non-commenual 
character of this Bill, I submit that this House should with one voice 
reject the proposal now made before us. 

There is also another aspect of the question that has to be examined. 
With regard to the land mortgage banks, you know. Sir, — and I appeal 
to tlie lion’ble members to realise — that whenever there is a imwtguge 
— there are eminent lawyers in this House who are more capable of 
examining the real effect of the mortgage than my humble self with 
my little study of law — equity plays a very important part in deciding 
the amount that a mortgagee has to pay. In the case of the land mort- 
gage banka, under ordinary course, the cjmrt will exercise a very healthy 
check by an equitable examination of the demands of a land mortgage 
bank; whereas if you have the certificate procedure put through, there 
would be no officer, no agcm> and no machinery to examine whether 
the demands made have been etjuiialde or not. Ivjuity is the }»rineipli‘ 
that has a ver\ important eoiisideratiou in every mortgage and if you 
to-day take away the possihilit> of equitul)l\ examining a loan that is 
taken o\it on mortgage. 1 submit, Sir, \ou will ereute a very dangerous 
precedent. 

There is yet another aspect of the (juestion. \oii pi*rha]>s know more 
than I do, Sir, that so far as the certificate procedure goes, the (‘xpenses 
may iu some respects he slightly less, but there will be oth(*r rigours 
that will in no way minimise the effect of a little more expenditure in 
the courts. In the courts when you liave an examination of a loan, 
there are possibilities of a reduction of the loan; in the case of a (erti- 
fieate procedure there will be no sueh proposition, and no smd) pt>sHjklity 
wliutever. 

Witli these remarks. Sir, I submit that there should be no permission 
given to the Hon’ble Minister to pr(«-ee.l «ith the serond stuge of the 
Bill and tlie Bill mav now be sent bB<k (or elieitiiig puhlie o|>inion os 
my friends, Mr. Kai Chowdhnry and Mr. Abu Hossoin Sarkar have 
proposed. 


Tin Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HOQ: Sir. it is well known that 
lunatics consider themselves to he the sanest of men, and imbeciles 
think, they are the wisest of mankind, and 1 am not surprised tlia 
some members of the Opposition complained of the poveHy of intellect 
of Ministers. But it is not the ,K,verty of intellect of Ministers but 
the sommersault through wh'ich the Opposition has been passing 
during the last few days that is creating a great confusion. Yesterday 
they were against sending the Bill for circulation, U^y they are all 
for circulation. Yesterday they were for «,ns.dered 
they are^ur dilatory tactics-it hetmys the mentality of Op^ 
tion and the poverty of intellect of those who oppose the BUI, Imw 
formed the Opposition. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[4th Mae., 


NoWf Sir, attempts have been made to cloud the issues. These 
land mortgage banks are not meant for tlfe rich, they are meant to 
provide money to poor tenants in the mufassil — 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I i)oint out that there is a 
zamindar who lias been given a loan in June 193GK 

The Hon'ble Mr> A* K. FAZLUL HUQs lie might be a zamindar, 
perhaps with occupancy holding. 

The whole point is tluit attempts should he made by which the 
land mortgage banks may attract capital at low rates of interest, so 
that they may lend out at low rates of interest. That is the whole 
proposition. The consensus of opinion of those who are in a position 
to give expert opinion is in favour of the proposal Avhich has just ht»en 
made by Government — 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS Ac(‘ept the lecommemla- 
tions of the Banking Enquiry (V)mmittee. 

Ths Hon’bts Mr# At Ki FAZLUL HUQs Head the Heport, and if 
you understand English you will understand the wlnde proimsition. 
I am not going to argue further with ]KM)]de who will not understand. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
at the outset I regret to observe tiiat vome of tlie honourable members 
who HjKike before me went outside the motion before the House — 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: And the Chlei Minister 
mainly. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I s^iy, s<mie; 
and they spoke of everything but the necessity, the justification of 
the motion for circulating this Bill for eliciting public opinion. Sir, 
this Bill has been before the public' at least since July last, 
when Government published it in the Eabutta Gazette. Since then 
they circulated a memorandum to the honourable members of this House 
and of the Bengal liegislative rouiicil stating their views on the 
justificution of this measure — 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We^are not convinced. 

Thi HoiPblt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; And the 

Government have already received the opinion of a large number of 
members of tbis subject, e Many of the honourable members have 
supported the proposal of Government — ^ 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Many have not 
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ThI HOR’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It ia only 
natural that many will nol. What is the object of this Bill. As my 
Hon’ble Leader the Chief Minister has made it abundantly clear, the 
main object of this Bill is to secure money at a low rate of interest 
to offer sufficient credit facilities to the ajrriculturists. Without the 
Government jifuarantee rejrardinjr the debentures of the land mortjfajxt» 
banks, these banks have j>:ot to borrow money at a hiirh rate ol interest, 
namely, at 5 per cent. So it is not pos.siblc for these banks to 
advance money to the aKriciilturist at anything less than 7 to 8 per 
cent. If Government are in a position to jruarantee the interest • 
which they propose to do, there is every chance of these Iwinks 
securing money at 3 per cent. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How much ? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: At ; pir wui. 
(Question.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! Tmpo.ssible, 8 per (ent. whal 
about the marjrin? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I hope the 
hon’ble member will not disturb me. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 

certainly T will disturb. 


If vou ffive wron^^ fi|?ures, 


Mr. SPEAKER: l)i Sanyul, your fijrnres ma> hi* liulit, 

and I (luite appreciate yniir anxiety to w*e that cmrert - are trnvn, 

hut I hope vou will realizi* yourself in your calmer noMxls I hat these 
interruption, do not lielp. T o.-rn quite uppreri.ite ><,uf iK.int, end 
I know the f.Kt. i.nd titrures myself wliieh you want t.. |Kout out, l.ut 
I do not think this is an occasion on which yon can interrn]>t. 


Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point ot p.-tMuial explana- 
tion Sir. On [wifre 7 of the report it is stated that the provincial Ixink 

will charRe i per cent, over and above the rates payable for the 

(lehentnres, and the land mortgaRe bank.s have deei.ied to oharRe 
on extra :i-22 per rent. The total comes np d plus 1 that i. 4.o l< 

per cent, that will be the ma^rRin. They say they can Rct nKiney at 

3 per cent. It is impossible— 


Mr SPEAKER! I am afriad, you are labouriuR under a mis- 
apprehension that it is like the laws of Mtdes which will W never 
changeiL .\fler Ooxeniment has made a statement, the fiRures may 
be chafed. You are assuming that the matter has been decided 
^OPever but it is onlv an action which Gtevemment contemplates. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is Sir. • 

The Hoii’ble Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: I wiU not 

emulate my iion’ble iriend and try to reply to kim, kut I will go on 
with iny argument. Sir, if Government are allowed to guarantee 
the rate of interest of these land mortgage hanks, I can assure the 
House that there is every chance in spite of what has been said hy 
Dr. Sonyal that these land mortgage hanks will be able to secure 
money at d per cent, so that they will he in a position to advance 
< money to the agriculturists at a considerably lower rate of interest 
tluiii at which they are now advancing money to them. Sir, in other 
provinces, in Ikunlmy, in Madras and in United Provinces the 
Government have been invested with powers under the Public Demands 
Recovery Act and under special legislation for realizing the 
dues of the land mortgage hanks. In Madms, speaking from memory, 
they have been able k) invest almut a crore and luilf in land mortgage 
hanks. There is no reason. Sir, that, if wo can encourage the de- 
benture holders to cnune forward and invest money in the debentures, 
wliy similar amount or even larger amount will not he invested even in 
this Province. That is certainly one of the surest means of improving 
the credit facilities of the agriculturists, and of improving their 
economic cx)ndition. 

Now, Mr. Rai Ilarendranath Chaiulhury read out with great 
flourish C!ertain juisiuiges from the report of the Indian Central 
Ranking Empiiry Committee, and his argument was that the Banking 
Enqiiiry (k)mniittee was not in favour of giving special summary 
powei1» for the realization of the dues of the land mortgage Imnks. 
Sir, I regret to observe that my hon’hle friend did not read out the 
ptissage w'here tliey clearly siiy “we consider this question of funda- 
mental im|X)rtance referring to the special legislation of Madras”. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Go on, please den t 
omit. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am going on. 
“We consider that ibis (piestion is of fundamental importance in the 
absence of special legislation. The primarv land mortgage bank will 
have to institute a suit in the civil courts for the recovery of the debt 
or it may institute it before an arbitrator ^appointed by the Registrar of 
Co-operative Soci('ties. The elaborate i)rovisions (these are the most 
important points) of the Transfer of l^operty Act and the Civil Pro- 
cedure will have to be invoked for obtaining and executing mortgage 
decrees by tlVe co-operativl land mortgage banks, and the time and 
the cost involved in the jinuess will considerably hamper the operations 
of these banks and will react adversely on the market for the del>en* 
tures issued by them." 
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Rii HAREHDRA NATH OHAUlIHURIS Don’t stop there. 
Please continue your quotStion. I challenge you to continue the qudtu- 
tion. You are deluding the House. 


Mr* SPEAKER: Mr. Rai Chowdiniri. I do nol think there is any 
law either in you or in me by which you can force a s|>eaker lo read 
extracts suitable to the wishes of others. While 1 will allow you full 
opportunity on an occasion which might arise later on to refute the 
point, for the time being I hope neither yoti nor anybody on my right 
or on niy left has any occasion to get excited and j)ut forth challenges.* 
To quote a well-known expression, challenges are very serious things. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SiNCH ROY: Sir, my hon'bic 

friend wants me to continue, and out of detereme to his wishes I <lo 
continue. “Sir, in view oi tliese reasons the Townsheml ('ominittee 
on eo-oj)eration in Madias re(ommemUMl in accordance with the prece- 
dent in other countries that the land luortgagi* hanks should have the 
power of bringing mortgaged properties (d’ defaulting nnutgagors to 
sale without resort to civil courts. This power is necessary to make 
debentures popular and liquid form of security.” That is what they 
say. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Thou, why do you stop 
there. Please go on. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I (annot^go on 

reading the yvhole book, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Simi )ly bei'uuse you 

will not read the com liision. \ c»u an* avoiding that com iusion deli- 
berately . 

tThme well* noise's on all ^idc'' of the House ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it will be impossible bu any member to 
hear a spe^eh if there is so mm h bumming noise on all sides. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: They are thriving on* bluflf and 
bluster. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I think that the 
land mortgage banks should be in u poHy.ion to advance money at a 
low rate of interest is the conclusive reply to one of the arguments 
advanc'Sl'l * by Dr. Sanyul. His point was that only one lakh and ^ 
thousand rupees was made available to the agriculturists. That is 
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exactly the reason why we want to guarantee the interest so that more 
m^Dey may he invested and more money tnay be available to the 
agriculturists. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Why certificate procedure, 
that is the only question. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, the justifi- 
cation of certificate procedure is this that the borrowers who are in a 
position to j)ay but who are unwilling to pay can be compelled to pay 
'^ to the relief of other !K)rrowers. That is the main justification for 
taking special powers. Sir, I shall quote a passage out of the Special 
Legislation of Madras. Sir, here it is mentioned “if any instalments 
payable under a Mortgage executed in favour of the Mortgage Bank, 
or any part of sin h instalments, remain unpaid for more than a month 
from the date on which it fell due, the Committee may undertake any 
other remedy available to the bank through the Registrar, or any 
person appointed by the local (ioverninent under section 3 of the 
Madras* Co-operative Societies Act to assist tlie Registrar for the 
recovery of such instalments or any part of them by restraint and sale 
of the produce of the mortgaged land including the standing crops 
thereon.” 

By taking steps under the Public Demands Recovery Act the Land 
Mortgage Banks will he in a position to realise tin? amount by attaching 
standing crops if necessary, and that will cause the least hard- 
ship to the defaulting borrower. Certainly it is neither in his interest 
nor in the interest of the Bank itself to sell the land, because if the 
laud iA sold, then the Bank loses its security. If the land is sold, the 
borrower loses probably all his immoveable property. For default of 
a small instalment it is not desirable for the Bank to bring the holding 
to sale, and that is one of the reasons why the Bank will have to pro- 
ccf d against oilier ])roperties under seel ion 14 of the Bengal Publir* 
Demands Kecov(*r\ Act. So 1 think on these grounds theie are sutticient 
jusi ificution for asking for the special ]>owers, and 1 can assure the House 
that the ]>owers will be usrnl with absidute moderation only in tho^e 
cases where they will be necessary, and people unable to pay will be 
treated sympathetically. People wdio are in a position to pay and who 
have been paying will have nothing to fear. People who are not in 
a position to pay will be treated sympathetically, but people who are 
in a position to pay but are not paying will have to be compelled to 
pay. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order please. The question before the House is 
the motion of Haulvi Abu ^lossaiu Barker to move by way of amend- 
ment that the Bengal Public Demands Reeoverj' (Amendme^ Bill, 
19d7, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
Slat July, 1938. 
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The IHotion being 
result : — 


AMM Naktii, MmM. 

AMfl SafeAar Mvtt, Mr. Mi. 
AMM MtHi, MmM. 

AM«I Waini, MmM. 

AM HMMia MrUr, MMtwl. 

AMiti KMa. Mr. lyti. 

Ailaviite Ahmi, Mr. 

•mnIm* Dr. tortili AhMira. 
■aaarlaa. Mr. Prtaiaiaa Natl. 
•aaarjM. Mr. IMaatl. 
laaaariM, Mr. Maaaraalaa. 
Aaraiaa. tlyaai Pratai. 

•ata. Mr. laataal Kaaiar. 
tlaaraiik, Dr. NaMaia Ohaaira. 
■itwu. Mr. Ratik Lai. 

•itwat. Mr. laraaira Natk. 
iaM. Mr. tarat Okaaira. 
tfcakrakarty, Mr. Naraaira Narayaa. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. Jatlaira Natk. 
Okattapaikyay, Mr. HarlMi** 
Okaaikarl, Ral Naraaira Natk. 

Dai, laka Makiai Gkaaira. 

Daa, Naka Naikaaatk. 

Daa Napta. taka Kkaftaira Natk. 
Du iapta, Mr. Naraaira Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dkiraaira Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraaira. 

Datta, Mr. takaaiar. 

Eaiiaial Naaaa, Kui. 

Nkaaa, Mr. Atal Kriikaa. 

Nluaiila Akaiai. Mr. 
ttuvaail. Mr. Tahl Qkaaira. 

Napta, Mr. iapaak Ckaaira. 


Akial Alia, Maataaa Mi. 

Akial Nail Mia, Mr. 

Akial NaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Nariai, Mr. 

Akial LatN Nliwai, Maalvl. 

Akial MaiM, Mr. tyai. 

ANal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akialla-AI Makwaai, Mr. 

Akiar Rakaiaa, Kkaa takaiar A. P. 
AMar Rakaiaa UiiMl, Mr. 

Akiar NaaafcM Makaiaai. Mr. 

Akiar Raat, Kkaa iaklk Maaivi, I. 
Akiar Raaf, Mr. tkak. 

AMm fkakaai, M^l Mi. 

Akal Naaato, Mr. kkmti, 

Atlak Naaala iaariar, MaalaL 
A Wua ii t a AkaMi, Kkaa Rakaiar. 
Aartr All, Mi. Mia. 

Aaia n aa, Mr. i. P. 

ANirataN, Mr. M. 

Aalai Naaaaia Kkaa, MaalvL 
Raaaanaaa, Hr. N. N. 

•aril AN. Hl^* 
iar«a. Hr. PaapalN. 

RaraNM. Hr. N paai ra Natk. 
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pnt^ a division was taken with the following 


AYEt. 


•ipla. Hr. I. N. 

Naiaa All Nkaarikary, Hr. tyai. 
iaialaiila Naakaaiy, Mr. lyai. 

KaatM All Mina, laklkiaia Kavaa iak lyai. 
Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaira LaU. 

Kaaiu, Mr. Atal Nkaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. NiakHka Natk. 

MaMl, Mr. Nlkaaja Rakarl. 

Maltra, Mr. Naraaira Makaa. 

MaJI, AiaraNa KaaMr. 

Majaaiiar, Mn. NaaiMpravi. 

Muauiar, Mr. Rlraaira Natk. 

Maatrauaaiaa lilaaiakail, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maakal Naula, Mr. 

Makarjl, Mr. Dkiraaira Narayaa. 

Makkarlu. Mr. R. 

Makkarji, Dr. Nkarat Okaaira. 

MaHlf k, Nrllat Aikatuk. 

Pala, Mr. Raraia Prataaaa. 

Raaiiiaiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray. Mr. Kaaialkriikaa. 

Ray. Mr. Kiikarl PatL 
Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

•aayal. Dr. Naliaakika. 

•aa, Raka Nafaaira Natk. 

Nkakaiali, Mr. 

Ikaaiiaiiia Akaiai, Mr. M. 

Itaka, IrUat Maalaira Rkaua. 
far, Mr. Naraaira Kaiaar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raa|aa. 

Yaaiat Mina. 

Zaiaaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEt. 


Rraikar, Mr. P. 0. 

Oaaipkalf, Hr Naaria, KL 
GrtaiaW, Mr. L M. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Du, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Parkai Rua Okaarikary, Mr. M. 
Parkat Raaa Kkaaaai, Rafaai. 
Paiial Naa, tka NaalMa Mr. A. K. 
Paitar Rakana, Mr. 

Pargaiaa, Mr. R. N. 

Raaraa, Mr. t. A. 

RrlHtki, Mr. 0. 

NMUaiila OkaaMkary, MaalvL 
Na a i ti ai H a Akaiai, Kkaa Iaklk. 
Maaktai AN Rkaa, Kkaa R a k aia r . 


N ayat aa i , Mr. Rafan. 

■ Naairy, Mr. Oavfi. 
NiltML Mr. M. A. P. 
HaaMa, Mr. P. T. 
lapakaaL Mr. M. A. N. 
i iii laiit a Akawi^ NKa 
i a NMa i H i Akaiai, Mr, 
Kaaaaiy, Hr. I. •. 
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KMNm, Mr. »«M Pm ti. 

M^iiMi SIwiMtafy, MmIvI. 

MM, Mvala Msf eiMtf. 

MiMMMI* AUMti, KIum MiMtar. 

MwM, Mr. iMki Miftil. 

MiM Mr. MrM 9k9Un, 

MmM. Mr. #•!•< eiMMHka. 

MtalnMMi AkhM4^ Mavlvt. 

MWir, Mr. 6. 

•MMMMtf All. KliM ••Mir. 
rnmtm AN MMMi. MiilvI. 

MmiliMl NN. M«ilvl Mi. 

MilMMiMi Atial, Kku ••»!» MMrtvt tyti- 
MitamMi MaliMM. Kliai tafcM Mailvl. 

' MiNtek, Nm NMi'fclt Mr. MikiM SMarf. 
MilHtll, Mr. Falla iakary. 

Miifcan’ilf NaitalB, tkr Haa*Ma Nawak, Kkaa 
•akaiar. 

Maaif, tM Naa'Mt Makara|a Srls Okaaira. 

•I Kailaikaiar. 

RaiarMlak. Rawakiaia K. 

Naaikar AH. tka NMi*kla Mr. lyai. 

•aalaiaiila. Ika Naa^Ma Kkaraja, Mr. 

FaMaa, Mr. W. o. 

Rakaiaai Kkaa lakaiar A. M. L. 


•alfca^tka Naa*klt Mr, Fniaaaa yik. 
Ray ikaMlkary. Mr. Wraaira Ktokara. 
Ilaai, Mr. i. I. 
lay. Mr. FaUraai. 

•ay. Ika Naa’Ma Mr Miay FraM Mafk. 
Ray. Mr. Okaaaajay. « 
laiaraiili AkaMi. Mr. 
kalian Mr. I. A. 

•aaaallak, AI*NaJ Maalaaa Rr. 

•arkar. Ika NaanNa Mr. RaNai Raitaa. 
l ait aaa, Mr. R. M. 

•aa. Ral lakaiar iagaak Okaaira. 
•aralal Irlaai. Mr. 

•kakakaiila. Mr. Kk«a|a. 0.1.1. 
Ikaaiaaiiia Akarai Kkaaifcar. Mr. 
Mayka. Mr. Kakatra Ralk. 

Mataa. Mr. i. W. R. 

•akrawariy, Ika Haa’Ma Mr. N. t. 
TaaiitaiiiB Kkaa. MaMvL 
Talal Akaiai OkaMary. Maalvl Nall. 
Wallar Rakaiaa, Maalvi. 

Walkar. Rr. 4. R. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

Wariawartfc, Mr. W. 0. 

Zafcar Afciaai Okaaikary, Maalri. 


The Ayes being: 66 and Noes 98, the motion was lost. 


Mfi SPEAKER, The question before the House is the amendment 
of llai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, by which he seeks to move by way 
of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the dOth April, 19d8. 

Rai HAREHDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to submit that 
this amendment of mine need not be put to the House inasmuch as it 
is cohered by the amendment of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarker which 
sought that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the Olst July 1938. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid 1 must put it to the vote. My diffi- 
culty is that I cannot abstain from putting any amendment to the vote 
unless it is withdrawn. Do you want to withdraw it? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, Sir. 

The amendment of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri was then put and 
lost. 

The motion that the Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1987, be taken into consideration was put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. tPEAKERi The question before the House is that^lause 1 
stand pari of the Bill. 
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Tlll lloiinwt fir Biapy PRAtAD SINGH ROYl Sir. 1 hare a 
fomal ttmeadment which seeks to modify the year, i.e.» I want the 
figure **1937** to be substituted by the figure ‘*1938”. May I have 
your permisiuon to move this formal amendment before you put Clause 
1 to vote? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tea. you can move it. 

The Hon’.ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : Sir, I beg to more 
that in Clause 1 for the figure “1937** the figure ”19‘hS” be substituted.* 

The motion that in clause 1 for the figure “1937” the figure “1938’* 
be substituted was put and agreed to. 

The motion that Clause 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


CUiusex ? an^ 3. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. 1 beg to move the two 
amendments that stand in my name, namely, that clause 2 be omitted, 
and also that clause 3 be omitted. 

Sir, I will not inflict any speech on this House, hut 1 shall only say 
that it is impossible to save one who is determined to be drowned. 
Nobo4y has the power to save him. 

With these few words. Sir, I commend my amtunlments for the 
acceptance of the House. 

« 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg 
formally to move that in clause 2, line o, the following words be 
deleted: “or an assignee of such bank”, and also that from clause 3, 
lines 2 and 3, of the proposed new Article 12B, the following words be 
deleted: “or any sum due to an assignee of such bank.” 

Sir, I shall content myself with only one observation, and that is 
that if there be any justification for conferring this certificate pow'er 
on land mortgage banks, there is absolutely no justification for con- 
ferring any such power on the assignee of a land mortgage bank. 

The Htn’M Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg formally 
to oppose the amendments naoved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. 

Turning to the amendments of Rai Haren^ra Nath Chaudhuri, 1 
am afraid that my hon’ble friend is labouring under a misapprehension. 
Here, by the word “assignee** it is nevy meant that any private 
indivifiaal should be made the assignee. A private individual will 
never m the assignee. It is only the CentiSl Bank or any other 
land mortgage bank, which will be the asftignee, and the ultimate 
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atsigBAe will he the Eagiftrer of CtMP^^«rati]2» SocktiM 4i*the tnt$tee 
of the debentures. So, it is a very necessary clause, and Ahme *is 
absolutely no rootn for the apprehension of my hon’bk friend. 


Clause 2, 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath I>atta that clause 2 be omitted 
was put and lost. 

The motion of Hai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 2, line 
the following words be deleted: ^lor an assignee of such bank’*, 
was put and lost. 

The motion that clause 2 stand part of the Bill ^as put and agreed 


Clause 3. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that clause 3 be omitted 
was put aiHriost. 

Ufa tPEAKIR: The question before the House is that from clause 
3, lines 2 and 3, of the proposed new article 12B 

TN Hofi’ble Sir BIMY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This is only a 
consequential change, and it^ therefore, dbes not arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y 68, this being a consequential chhnge need not 
be put* 'to vote. 

The motion that clause 3 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


Pratinbla. 

The motion that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

^ The Hon'bit Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Six, I beg to move 
that the Bill, as settled ip Assembly, be passed. ^ 

The motion that the Bengal PuWo Demands Beeowy (Amend- 
mept) BilT, 1938, as settled in ..Assembly, be passed was nut and airreed 
to. 


yAdfo nrw iiiSt* 


The House tras then adjourned^ p,m. cm Wednesday/ 
March, 1^, at the AeBembly Houpf Calcutta. 
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C^llectorato; \\Q.) p. 22. 

Steps tor combating malaria and tuber- 
culosis (Q.) p. 11. 

The fibiigal..£3q>iring Jhaws Bill, 1^38 
Bp. 156-60. * 

The Bengal Public Demands ReJovery 
f^mendqifent) Bill, 1937 f pp. 9^ 
100.; 101. 

Abdul Hakaam, Mr* 

Beriharti^VMnal, Khulna ; (Q.) pp. 

wm. 


Abdul Hakim VlkramBurl, Maulvl Hd. 

Diwictionary grant* at tba {iispotal 
el District Magistral^'. Munshiganj 
(Q.) p. 43. 

Horne inU^rntH^s, detenus ’and prison- 

“rs (Q.) p. 44. 

Strength of the clerical establishment 
in the Dacca Collegtorate (0 ) 

207. 


Abdul Hamid Shah, Jiauivi t 

Investing the Special Boards at Kishore- 
gaoj and Bajitpur irith powers under 
section 22 of the Agricukural Debtor* 
Act: (Q.) p. 21. 

Payment of courW^s on settled debts : 
^ (Q.) p 20. 


Abdul Karim, Mr. 

, Strength of the clerical estahlishmebt In 
- the jiMoca Ck>l]actoraie ; fQh) p. 20^,^ 

AbdiH um Blmat, MauHt 

Pistrict Judges' Sheristadari ; (Q.)^ 

p 139. : ^ 

Promotion of Sub-tnspaclS^ and Assist- 
ant Sub-Inspectors to the rank of 
laspMtors ai*| Sub-Inspectors of 
Police, respectively: (Q.) p. 0f. 
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AWiil Ml lima. MmIvI 

lUaUwtioD of renti by tbe Court d 
Wards through certiftcato procedure : 

(Q.) P- 68. 

Study leave to Bengal Medical Bervioe 
OffioerN: (Q.) p. 78.- 

AtMiui Majitfi Mr. Ryatf 

Clerks in the selection grade in the dis- 
trict offices: (Q.) P« 28. 

Eftension of service: (Q.) P* ^6- 
Grant-in-aid to the high English schools 
and the deprovincialisation of Gov- 
ernment hig}> English schools : (Q.) 

pp. 202-3. 

Pay of the clerks and^ muharrirs of the 
Registration Department: (Q.) P- | 
1»7. ♦ 

AMtU MaMriS Khafi| Maulvi 

' AllowanccH to jurors in aessjons cases in 
mufassal/couris : (Q.) P* ^88. 

Earmarked lower division aasistants in 
the Communications and Works De- 
partment for promotion to the upper 
division : (Q.) P- 205. 

{Recitation of the verses of the Holy 
Korai^ in gramophones (Q ) PP- 
13U1BS} 

Strength of the clerical establishment 
in the Dacca OoUectorate (Q.) p- 
207. ' 

AbdMll»«l Mahmiod, Mr. 

Khathalia police^ltatlon, Bakarganf: 
(P:rp. 135, ^ 

(>ffic«A in DeptflfeBient of Agricul- 
ture: <Q..) p* 193. 

Pif of dafaHars^and ohaukidars: (Q.) 
pp. 

Akd«r Raliiiui%.AIiMiql| Mr. 

the ^ngal Expiring lours Bill, 1938 
pp- 1^* 

^ * A- ■ 

AMW MMMli. MmM M«- 

* Appointments of In^pectoni ya4 Audit- 
of Oo-operative Societies from 
rdwan, Presidency and Rajsbahi 
Diviaions : (Q. ) - PP- 909-10. 


' Grant §f kbas makel lauds ^fer religious 
or charitable purposes ; (Q.) p 208. 

Ahdur-Rauf, Mr. Rhnfi • 

Pay of the clerks and muharrirs of the 
^ - Pegistratkm Diriment ; (Q.) p. 

198. 

Promotion of Sub-lUspoctors of Police: 

(Q.) p. 86. 

Abu HMMln SaMcar, Maulvi 

Country liquor : (Q.) pp^ 23, 24. 

The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938: 
pp. 144-45, 171. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: pp. 93-94, 
215, 216, 217-18. 

Abui Faial, Mr. Md. 

Appointments in the Agricultuae and 
Industries Department since Ist 
April, 1937: (Q.) p. 71. 
Appointments in the Forests and Ex- 
cise Department since 1st April, 
1^37: (Q.) p. 208. 

Appointments in the Public Health and 
Local SelF-Ooverni'ient Department 
(Q.) p. 195. 

Abui Haabiin, Maulvi . 

y * 

Country liquor. (Q.) pi 24. . 

Grant of khas mahal landk for sr^igious 
or charitnlbl© purpus^ ; (Q.) p.' 209. 
Crants-in-aid to the ^igh *8chBo)6 in 

Burdwan : (Q.) 195, 196. 

* * 

AoQuWtion ^ 

Of land for the Naftyanbat Forest 
Station: p.* 210. 

e 

' Adloummoritt pp. 57, 128,«182, m 
-Mullaratod gnikit p. 83. 

Agrioultiiral RoHoal « 

BupeBBtendeat itf . Acrieiiltore . ant 
^Head Master, Daooa: (Q.) pi.*^l96. 
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Offioedn in the Department of: (Q.) 

p. 188. 

Ahnitd AH, ' Khan Sahib Mautana, 
Enayatpiirl 

Home (Records) Department; (Q.) 
p. 33. 

AHowanoat 

Daily, of Ministers when on tour: fQ.) 
n. 67. 

Rules regarding traTelUng, of the 
Hon’ble Ministers (Q.) p. 6.^. 

To detenus: (Q.) p. 41. 

To jurors in sessions cases in mnfassal 
courts: (Q.) p. 137. 

Travelling or daily, of the Hon’ble 
Ministers for attending the session 
of the Muslim League in 1937. (Q.) 

p. 25. 

Travelling, of the Hon’ble Ministers. 
(Q.) p. 81. 

Annual ravtnut 

Payable by the landlords for the 
pargana “Noor Niigor” in Tippera- 
(Q.) p. 194. 

AppointmanU 

In the Agriculture and Industries De- 
partment since Ist April, 1937 . (Q.) 
p. 71. 

In the Public Health and I^ocal Self- 
Government Department: (Q.) p. 

Ids. 

In the Upper and Lower Subordinate 
Engineering Services; (Q.) p. 88. 

Made in the Forests and Excise Depart- 
ment since Ist April, 1937 : (Q.) p. 

208. * 

Of Inspectors and Auditors of ^jpopera- 
tive Societies from Burdwan, Presi- 
dency ond Rajshahi Divisions: (Q.) 
p. 209. 

Of Mussalmas candidates ns Sub-Assist- 
ant and Aaslstant Surgeons: (Q.) 
p. ‘ 

01 officers unddr the Rnipl Indebted- 
tiest Depirtmeii^: (Q,) pp 7-9. 

($F teachers k Dee primary achoola in 
MyrnfiaAgh: <Q4 p. 15. 


Armtlfeng, Mr. W. L. 

The Bengaf Sweepstakes Bill, 1987 : pp. 
118-19, 122. 

ArrMt 

Of Bahu Gunindra Nath Mitra: (Q.) 

p. 62. 

Atanaol 

Inundation of certain villages in. (Burd- 
unu) by the Damodar River: (Q.) 
p. 2<>l. 

Aasiitanti 

Earmarked lower division, in the Com- 
nmuications and Works IX'partment 
for promotion to the upper division : 
(Q.l p. 204. 

Earmarked lower division, in the 
Finance Dejmrtment for promotion 
to the upiier division; (Q.) p. 203. 

Atsiatant Head Mattart 

Promotion of, from Government in- 
stitutions • (Q.) p. 15. 

ILrruitineni of : (Q.) p. 196. 

AttamiaiiM: pp. 1, r>8, isli, 183., 

Aulatf Hoaaafn Khan, Mauivi 

Numlier of Debt Settlement Boards 
in Dacca district: (Q.) pp. 187-88. 
Promotion of Sub-Inspectors and 
Assistant Sub-Tnspectom to the rank 
of Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of 
Police, respectively : (Q.) p. 91. 

Banerlea, Dr. turaali ChMidni 

Rtepa for combating malaria aad 
* tuberculosis; (Q.) p. 11. 

•anerli, Mr. M«Mraii|an 

Treatment of political priaoners in the 
Dmc* Jul; (Q.) pp 1^, 186, 187. 

» 

■•fNnit Mr. f. 

Excise rates on foreign and oounry 
Hqoor. (Q.) p. 80. • 

The Bengal Bsreepstdkel Bill, 1987; 
MJ. 110^18. 
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■•rat All, Mr. Mtf. 

of rents by the Court of 
Wards through certificate procedure: 
(Q.) p. 68. 

Barman, Mr. Shyama Protad 

Beorganisation of peripatetic weaving 
school; (Q.) p. 13. 

Bamifti, Mr. Upamira Natn 

District Judges’ Sheristadars ; (Q.) 

pp. 138-39. 

Baau, Mr. Santoah Kumar 

Recitation of the verses of the Holy 
Koran in gramophones : (Q.) p. 

m. 

The Bengal Cruelty to Animals 
(Amendment) Bill, 1938: pp. 113-14. 
The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938* 
pp. 147-62, 166, 167, 168. 

The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund 
Bill, 1937: p. 66. 

Bamorta Canal, Khulna i (Q.) pp. 28, 
87. 

( 

Bangal Baoontfary Education Bill: (Q.) 

p. 16. 

lhawmik. Or. Oobinda Chandra 

Building grant to the Sashimukhi tol, 
Tamluk, Midnapore: (Q.) p. 7.6. 
Extension of service; (Q.) p. 45. 
Inspection report on the Tamluk Ixx'al 
Board: (Q.) p. 200. 

Stoppage of buses in front of Tamluk 
* police-station • (Q.) p. 14. 

Bill 

The Bengal Secondary Education: 
(Q.) P.- 16. 

The Bengal Cruelty to Animais 
(Amendment), 1938: p. Itl. 

The Bengal Expiring Laws. 1938; 
, (Q.) P. 139. 

Xbo Beagal Fdmino Insorance Fund, 
19S7: p. 47. 


The Bengal Legislative Chambers 
(Presidents’ and Speakers’) Salaries, 
1937: p. 56. c 

The Bengal Money-lenders (Amend- 
ment), 1937: p. 124. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment), 1937: pp. 98, 213. 
The Bengal Sweepstakes, 1937; p. 
116. 

Bitwat, Mr. Raaik Lai 

Appointment of officers under the Rural 
Indebtedness Department: (Q.) pp. 
7-8, 9, 10. 

Arrest of Babu Gunindra Nath Mitra: 
(Q.) pp. 62-63. 

Excise rates on foreign and country 
liquor. (Q.) pp. 79, 80. 

Home (Records) Department. (Q.) p. 

33. 

Jhenida-Maguru Hoad. (Q.) pp. 33- 

34. 

Purus of Murshidabad as distinct caste; 
(Q.) pp. 132, 133. 

BItwaa, Mr. Sursndra Nath 

Intimation Ui the police regarding 
change o£ residences of the released 
detenus (Q) pp. 66, 67. 

Shed within the compound of tiie Dis- 

trict Judge’s Court, Faridpur (Q.) 
pp. 136, 137. 

Bom, Mr. Sarat Chandra 

Daily allowance of Ministers when on 
tour. (Q.) p. 69. 

Interview lietween His Excellencv Sir 
John Anderson and Mr. Gandhi aliout 
detenus (Q.) p. 65. 

Officer! in the Dejwirtment of Agricul- 

ture. (Q.) p. 193. 

Brahmaputra 

Silting up of the river: (Q.) p. ”5 

BulldhiB irant 

To th« Sashimukhi Tol. Tamluk, Mid- 
napore: (Q.) p. 7^ 
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GraJiti>m>aid to ftie high schools in : 

(Q.) p. 195. 

f 

■urilwaii Road: (Q.) p. 7. 

Buatt 

Stoppage of, in front of Tamlok police- 
station : (Q.) p. 14. 

CanaJ 

Bemorta, Khulna: (Q.) pp. 28, 87. 

Caaaa In oivll oaurtt 

Number of, m Bengal excluding Cal- 
cutta (Q.) p. 211. 

Casta 

Puros of Mur8hidalta<l as distinct 
. ,(Q.) P. 132. 

CartlAoata prooadurt 

Realisation of rents by the Court of 
Wards Estates through; (Q.) p. 

58. 

Chakravarty, Mr. Nartndra Narayan 

Treatraent of political prisoners in the 
Dacca Jail (Q.) p. 187. 

Ctiaudhurf, Ral Hartndra Nath 

Daily allowance of Ministers when on 
tour (Q.) p. 69. 

Steps for combating malaria and 
tuberculosis : (Q.) p. 10. 

Study leave to Bengal Medical Service 
Officers; (Q.) pp. 72, 73. 

The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 19.3H- 
pp. 14244, 171. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: pp. 9-5, 97, 

98, 219-21, 230, 231, 235. 

Ctiaritabla Dlmanaary 

At Hs^pieong; (Q.) p. 135. 

CMtlilill PafMhfaan Gupta Gohotl 

Play-ground lor the, Noakhali: (Q.) 

p. 212. I 


CMppandala, Mr. d. W. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recowy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 ; p. 218. 

Chlttagang 

Prosecution for forest offences in the 
district of (Q.) p. 73. 

Chittaranfan Quha 

Detenu. (Q.) p. 39. 

Clarioal Mtabllthmant 

In the office of the Director of Pu1>lio 
Instruction. Bengal: (Q.) p. 92. 

Clarks 

In the sebH’tion grade in the district 
offices, (Q.) p. 23. 

Streiigtli of the clerical estshlishmeiit 
in the Dacca Collectorate : (Q.) p. 

207. 

Clarks and muharrira 

Pa> of. of the Registration De- 
partment : (Q.) p 197. 

Collsotoratti Daooa * 

Strength of the clerical ostahlishmenl 
in the: (Q.) p. 207. 

Communioationi and Work! 

Karmarkt'd lower division assiatnnts ta 
the, department for pnimotion to the 
upper division: (Q. ) p. 204. 

Complaints 

Against the management of the B«r- 
hiinipoft* Detention Camp: ^Q.) p. 
59 

Canstitutlan 

%Of the Di strict Schotil Board of Mymen- 
singh: (Q.) p. 205. 

Construotion 

Of huts and bungalows by the Forest# 
Department: (Q.) p. 84. 
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Dti^ptnitivt Intpfrtorti (Q.) p- 

iDMpirathr* Sooittlat 

' Appointments of Inspectors and Audi- 
tors of, from Burdwan, Presidency 
and Rajshahi Divisions: (Q.) p. 

m 

Country liquor t (Q.) p. 23. 

€ourt«foii 

Payment of, on settled debt: (Q.) p. 
.19. 

Daooa 

Number of Debt Settlement Board in, 
district: (Q.) p. 187. 

Daooi AfHoultiiral Sohool 

Superintendent of Agjriculture and 
Head Master : (Q.) p. 36. 

Oally alloarano# 

Of Ministers when on tour: (Q.) p. 
67. 

f 

Dimotfar Rivor 

Inundation of certain villages in Asan- 
Hol (Burdwan) by the. (Q.) p. 
204. 

Otrjoolinf 

Settlement of excise shops in the dis- 
trict of : (Q.) p, 74. 

Oat, Mr. Monmolian 

Appointment of teachers in free pri- 
mary schools in Mymensingh: (Q.) 
pp. I.'), 16. 

CousU'tutiqp of the District Scliool 
Btwird of Mymensing^ . (Q.) pp. 205, 

1206 . ff 

Oat, Mr. RaUhanath 

(Annual revenue payable by the land- 
lords for the\>argana “Noor Nagar” 
tn Tii^ra: (Q.) p. 194. 


[VoL. LII, No. 3. 

Dat Qupta# Mr. Khafamlr* Natii • 

Charitable dispensary at Kurseong: 
(Q.) p. 136. 

Tho Bengal Expiring LaVs Bill, 1938: 
pp. 179-80. 

Oat Gupta, Mr. Nartntfra Nath 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 ; pp. 223-24. 

Datta, Mr. Ohirandra Nath 

Daily allowance of Ministers when on 
tour: (Q.) pp. 67-68. 

Intimation to the police regarding 
change of residences of the released 
detenus- (Q.) pp. 65, 68. 

Promotion of Assistant Head Masters 
from Government institutions (Q.) 
p. 15. 

Reeruitment of Assistant Head 

Masters (Q.) pp. 196, 197. 

The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938: 

p. 180 

The Bengal Publio Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987 : pp. 95, 
235. 

Treatment of political prisoners in the 
Dacca Jail • (Q,.) p. 186. 

Dabts 

Instruction as to the settlement of: 

(Q.) p. 13. 

Payment of court-fees oti settled 
(Q.) p. 19 

Dabt Sattlamant Boards 

Number of, in Dacca district: (Q.) p. 
187. 

Dotantlofi Camp 

Complaints against the management of 
the Berhampore Detention Camp* 
(Q.) p. 59. 

Datamia 

Ohittaranjan Guha: (Q.) p. 38. 

Babu Jagatjjit Sarcar: (Q.) p. 42. 
Bahu Nalini Kanta Chakravarty: (Q.) 
p. 129. 
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Jnterriew between His Ibftellency Sir 
Anderson and Mr. Gandhi 
abont: (Q.) p. 64. 

Intimation ^ the police regarding 
change of residences of the released- 
(Q.) p. 65. 

Payment of insufficient travelling 
allowances to the released (Q.) p. 
70. 

Dttanu industrial training 

Training in umbrella-making in the, 
Camp at Dum-Dum : (Q.) p. 40. 

Oatanut, Allowanoaa: (Q.) p. 41. 

Oatanus, homa Intarnaas and prisanart: 

(Q.) p. 44. 

DIraotor of Public Initruotion, Bengal 

Clerical establishment in the office of 
the (Q ) p. 92. 

Disorationary grants 

At the dis[K>sal of District Magistrate, 
Munshigan] . (Q.) p. 43. 

Olspansary, oharitabla 

At Kursfong (Q.) p. 135. 

Dittiiot Judgas’ Sharistadars : (Q.) p. 

13«. 

Division 

On the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 
1938: pp. 170-71. 

On the Bengal Public Demands 
Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1937 : 

pp. 288^. 

On the recirculation of the Bciflgal Pub- 
lic Demands Recovery (Amendment) 
Bill, 1987: pp. 109-111. 

On the Bengal Sweepstakes Bill, 1937: 
pp. 12^23. 

* 

tMul, Mr. Htrsfidra Natti 

Burd^an Road: (Q.) p. 7. 


Outfli Maaumdar, Mr. Nlhimidu 

Arrest of Bahu Qunindra Nath Mitrai 
(Q.) p. 63. * 

Cumphiints against the management df 
the Berhampore Detention Ostap: 
(Q.) p. 61. 

Detenu Balm Jagatjjit Sarcar: (Q.) 
pp. 42. 43. 

Detenu Chittaranjan Ouha : (Q.) p, 

40. 

Intimation to Uie police regarding 
change of residences of the released 
detenus ; (Q.) p. 67. 

Eartnarktd lowsr division asslstsntt 

In the Communications and Works De- 
partment for promotion to the upper 
division: (Q,) p. 204. 

In the Finance Department for pnwno- 
tion to the upper division: (Q.> p. 
2(X3. 

Earnings 

Total, of typists and copyists: (Q.) p. 
26 

Edbar, Mr. Upondranath 

Kliathalin |x»lii c-Htat)on, Bakarganj; 
(Q.) p. m. * 

Emdadul Haqut, KazI 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: pp. 22V28. 

Englnsshng Sarvloos 

ApjMnntments in the r|)f)er and fioiror 
Suln^rdinate ; (Q.) p. 88. 

Exdso ratas 

On foreign and country liquor; (Q.) p. 
78. 

Excise Mmps 

Bettlement of, in the district of Dar* 
jeelingr (Q.) p. 74. 

0 

Expsnditurs 

On primary education from prorincial 
revenues in the district of MjnttSii- 
singh: (Q ) p. 
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tlii 

txtifiliM of ttrviMi <Q.^ p. 45. • 

*rarM|Mir 

Shed within the compound of the Dis- 
trict Judge’s Court: (Q.) p. 136. 


Failul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 

Appointment of teachers in free pri- 
mary schools in Mymensingh . (Q.) 

p. *16. 

Bengal Secondary Education Bill: (Q.) 
pp. 16, 17, IH. 

Budding grant to the KaMlumukhi Tol, 
Tamluk, Midnapore (Q.) p. 76. 

, Clerical estahlishment in tiie of 

iho Director of Public Instruction, 
Bengal (Q.) pp. 92, 93. 

Ckinirtitution of the District School 
Board of Mymensingh (Q.) pp. 
20.5-06. 

Expenditure on primary education from 
provincial revenues in the district of 
Mymensingh : ( Q.) p. 76. 

Grant-in-aid to the high English schools 
and the deprovincinlisation of Gov- 
ernment high English schools • Q. p. 
2(K1. 

Grant-in-aid * to the high schools in 
Burdwon : (Q.) ]ip. 195, 196. 

Introduction of a public examination 
in place of existing school final 
examination ; (Q.) p. 19. 

Pay of the clerks and muharrirs of the 
llegist ration Department* (Q.) p. 
197. 

Promotion of As.sistant Head Masters 
from Goveriiinent institutions (Q.) 
p. 15. 

Recruitment of Assistant Head 
Masters: (Q.) p 196. 

Realisation of rents hy the Court of 
AVards through eertificafte procedure* 
<Q.) pp. 58, 59. 

The Bengal Public Dooinnds Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: pp. 22K 
28. 

’ Trained teachers for primary schools 
• in the diatrict of Mymenoingh; (Q.) 
pp. 198, 199.^ 


Faziul Huq, tht Hon’big Mr. A. K. 

Travelliiup or daily allowanoe of the 
the Hon’ble Ministers for attending 
the Lucknow Session of the Muslim 
League in 1937: (Qt.^ p. 26. 

FInanoa Dapartmant 

Earmarked lower division assistants in 
the, for promotion to the upper 
division : (Q.) p. 203. 

Post of Registrar in the* (Q.) p, 
202 . 

Forattt and Exciaa 

Appointments made in the, Depart- 
ment since Ist April, 1937: (Q.) p. 

208 

Forest onanoet 

Prosecution for, in the district of 

Chittagong: (Q ) p. 73, 

Frea primary aobodt 

Appointment of Teachers in Myrnen- 

singh (Q.) p. 15. 

Gaibandha 

.New road in the, Rnngpur: (Q.) p. 
39. 

Ghaa 

Adulterated* (Q ) p, 83 

Gboia, Mr. AtuI Krishna 

Allow ance.s to detenus (Q.) pp. 41, 
42. 

Complaints against the management 
of the Berharnpore Detention Camp; 
(Q.) pp. 60-ae. 

Inundation of certain villages in 
Asansol (Burdwan) hy the Damo- 
dar *River : p. 204. 

Treatment of political prisoners in the 
Dacca Jail; (Q.) p. 185. 


Qaltm Sarwar Hoaainl, Mr. Shah Syad 

Playground for the Chatkhil Paach- 


gaon Gupta School, Noakhali: (Q.) 

pp. 212-18. 
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OMNM, Mr. •. A. 

, * 

Appointtnents in the UpperAand liower 
Subordinate Engineering Services : 

(Q.) P. 88. 

GovtrrmMfit •mployets 

Reduction in the salary of. drawing 
Ra. 100 per mensem. (Q.l p. 

Grantt 

Building, to the Sashimukhi Tol. Tani- 
luk. Midnajiore (Q.l j). 7*). 

Discretionary, at the disposal of Dis- 
trict >higi8trate. Munshigani (Q^ 
p. 4,‘i. 

Of klias nialial lands for religious or 
charitable purposes. (Q.i p. -HIH. 

GrantHn-aid 

To high schools in the Katwa huIkIivi- 
sion in Burdwan (Q ) p. 105 

To the liigh English schools and the 
deprovincialisation of Goveninient 
high English scliools (Q ) p *202 

Gupta, Mr. Jogeth Chandra 

('ountrv lupior (Q ) p. 21 

J)all^ allowance, of Ministers when on 
tour (Q.) pp. (if). 70 

Detenu C’liittaranjan Gulin (Q ) pp 
‘A{\ 10. 

Officers in the Deparlineut of Agiicul- 
ture (Q.) p. 103 

Realisation of rents h> the Court of 
Wards through certificate proe<Khire 
((2 ) p. 50. 

The Ik'Ugal la-gislntivc ('linrnher (Pre- 
sulents’ and S|M*akers’ Salanes) Bill. 
1037 p 57 

Total earnings df typists and copyi^'ts 
(Q.) p. 28. 

Training in uinhrelln-making jin the 
detenu Industrial Training Camp at 
Duin-I>|)m (Q ) pp. 4041 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Reserve tank at Senhati. Khulna <Q) 
p. 14* 

Study leave t© Bengal Medical Service 
Officers : (Q.) p. 73. 


GuruAg, Mr. llimhir ttiigh 

Settlement of excise shops in the dii> 
trict of Darjeeling; (Q.) p. 74. 

Nablbullih, tlw NtiPbM Nairab Klnvaia, 
tihadur, of DacoA 

Appointments in the Agriculture and 
InduRtne.s Deimrtment since Ist 
April, 1037- (Q.) p. 71. 

Reorganisation of peripatetic weav- 
ing school : (Q.) p. 1.3. • 

Su|a‘rintendent of Agriculture and 
H<*a<l >l aster, Dac<'a Agricultural 
School ((^.) pp. 30-87, 38. 

Hamtduddin Ahmad, Khan 8ahlb 

Pay of dnfiulars and chaukidars: (Q.) 
p. 5. 

Trained U'achers for primary schools 
111 the district of Myniensnigh; (Q.) 
p m. 

High tohoofi 

Grnnts-in-nid to the, in Burdwan (Q.) 
p 105 

HImattIngka, Mr. Prabhudayil 

The Bengal Public Dciunnds Uc<*overy 
( Ameiulmcnt ) Bill, 10,^7 , p. 105. 

Home (Raoordt) Dapartmtnti (Q.) p. 
32. 

Horn* intarriMt 

Detenus and pnsojiers . (Q.) p. 41. 

Hutf and bungaldwi 

('onstruction of, hy the Forests Depart- 
ment (Q.) p. 81. 

Inundation 

Of certain villages in Asansol (Burd- 
wan) hy the Damodar River: (Q.) 
p. 204.' 

> 

Inapootiin roport 

On the Tatnluk Local Board; (Q.) rp, 
200 . * 
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IntfiMtMPt, C o o pt r atiwi (Q.) 208. 

IfiipMtort mt Audftort 

Appointments of, of C(M>perative 
Societies from Burdwan, Presidency 
and lUjshahi Divisions: (Q.) p. 
209. 

Instnietion 

As to the settlement of deljts: (Q.) 
Pe 18. 

Internee 

Babu Brahmadas Talukdar; (Q.) p. 
130. 

Interview 

Between His Excellency Sir John 
Anderson and Mr. Gandhi al>out 
detenus: (Q.) p. 64, 

Intimetien 

To the police regarding change of 
residences of the released detenus 
(Q.) p. 6,5. 

Introduction 

Of a puhl^ examination in place of 
existing School Final Examination . 
(Q.) p. 18. 

Inveeting 

The SpCH’ial Boards at Kishoregnnj 
and Bajitpur with po^iiers under 
swtion 22 of the Agricultural Deb- 
tors Act. (Q.) p. 20. 

JaiatJJIt Saroar 

Detenu Bahu : (Q.) p. 42. 

<lall 

Treatment of political prisoners in 
the Dacca; (Q.) p. 183. 

c 

dalaluddbi Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 

Appointment of Mussalman candidates 

i as Sub-Assistant and Assistant 8ur> 

««*<»•* (Q.) PP- 800, 201. 


dalaluddhi Abmatf, Khan Bahadwr maidvi 

The Bengal Expiring Laws 'Bill, 1Q38: 

p. 163. 

Prosecution for forest offences in the 
district of Chittagong^* (Q.) p. 74. 

JalaJuddin Haahamy, Mr. By ad 

Bemorta Canal, Khulna: (Q.) pp. 
31-32. 

Country liquor : (Q.) p. 24. 

Pay of dafadars and chaukidars : (Q.) 

p. 5. 

Becitation of the verses of the Holy 
Koran in gramophones; (Q.) p. 131. 

Steps for combating malaria and tuber- 
culosis • (Q.) p. 12. 

Total earningN of typists and copists : 
(Q.) pp. 26-27, 28. 

Travelling allowance pf the Hon’ble 
Ministers: (Q.) p. 81. 

Travelling or daily allowance of the 
Hon’hle Ministers for attending the 
Lucknow Session of the Muslim 
League m 1937: (Q ) p. 25. 

Jhenida'Magura Road: (Q.) p. .33. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Mauivi 

Betitntion of the verses of the Holy 
Koran in gramophones ( Q ) p. 
i;ii. 

Jurors 

AllUuanceK ta. in seesioli cases in 
mufassal courts. (Q.) p. 137. 

Khaltan, Mr. DobI Protad 

The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938: 
pp 102-54. 

The Bengal Money-lenders (Amend- 
ment) Bill. 1937: pp. 124, 126, 127. 

The Bengal Cruelty to Animals 
(Amendment) Bill, 1936: p, 116. 

Khat mahal lands 

Grant of, for religious or charitable 
purposi>s; (Q.) p. 208. 

Khathalia paHM-staUan, ^karganji (Q.) 

p. 135. 
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KMran 

igecitsticAi of the verses oiith© Holy, 
in gramophones: (Q.) p. 131. 

Kimdu, Mr. NithiU Nath 

1 

Adulterated * ghee : (Q.) p. 84. 

Country liquor: (Q.) p. 25. 

Excise rates on foreign and country 
liquor. (Q.) pp. 79, 80. 

Payment of insufficient travelling allow- 
ances to the released detenus (Q.) 
p. 70. 

Realisation of rents by tlie court of 
wards through certiticaW prootnlure: 
(Q.) p. 59. 

The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938 
pp. 141-42. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment I Bill, 1937 pp. 10-L1(>5 

Kurtaong 

ChnriUible dispensary (Q ) p. 135. 

Liquor 

Country (Q ) p. 23 
Excise rates on far<*igii and country 
(Q.) p. 78. 

Magura-Jhonida Road; (Q ) p 33 

Maltra, Mr. Surandra Mohan 

Intimation to the i>obce regarding 

change of residences of tlie released 
detenus; p. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Chandra 

Inspection repcirt on the Tamluk Local 
Board. (Q.) p. 200. 

Malaria and tutMrouloalt 

Steps for comlmting (Q.) p. 10. 

Mandal, Mr. AmriU Ul 

Allowances to detenus: (Q.) p. 41. 
Detenu Bubu Jagatjjit Sarcar; (Q.) p. 
42. 

Interne^ Babu Brahmadas Talukdar; 
(Q.) 130. 

Mymeniin(^'Tangail Road; (Q.) PP* 
!-* 2 . 


MarNMI, Mr. ■Miku MiiH 

Inundation of certain villages in 
Asansol (Burdw'an) by the Damodar 
River: (Q.) p. 204, 

Manirtiddin Ahhnnd, MnuNI 

Detenu Babu Nalini Kanta Chakra- 
barti (Q.) p. 129. 

Introduction of a public examination 
in place of existing School Final 
Examination; (Q.) p. 18. | 

Platform at Santahai rniU'ay station: 
(Q.) p. 77. 

Manlruziaman Itlamahadi, MuHana Mtf. 

Pro.seoution for forest offences in the 
district of Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 
73-74. 

ReduHion in the salary of Ooverumant 
employees drawing Rs. KX) per 
men.sem (Q ) p. •Vi. 

Maqbul Hoatain, Mr. 

Annual revenue [Miyable by the land- 
lordv for tlie piirgann “Noor Nagar” 
III Tippera • (Q.) p 194. 

Matamohuri RIvar: (Q.) p. 19. 

I 

Mazumdar, Mr. Rirendra Nath 

Promotion of AsMsliuit Head Matsers 
from Government institutions: tQ.) 

p. 15. 

The Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1938: 
pp. 146-47, 172. 

Treatment of politif al prison€*rs in the 
Daeea Jail' «J.) pp. 185, 186. 

Medical 8ervioe Ofhoert 

Study leave to Bengal * (Q.) p. 72. 

Mitra 

Arreet of Babu Guniiidra Nath: (Q.) 

p. 62. 

Mohammad Ah, Khan Rahadur 

Building ii^ant to the Seahimukhi ToV 
Tamluk, Midnaporei (Q.) p* 73* 
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Grftni-iiiHiid to the high Englith schools 
Mid th« deproTincialisation of Govern- 
ment high English schools: (Q.) p. 
203. 

Silting up of the river Brahmaputra ; 

. . (Q.) P. 26. 

Steps for combating malaria and 
tuberculosis; (Q.) p. 11. 

Motle|in AK Mollah, mauivi 

Revenue SherjNtadnr of the Hajshahi 
Collectoratc • (Q.) p. 21 

Moftagawtal Hiqua, Mr. Syed 

Bemorta Canal, Khulna- (Q.) pp 
2«.30. 

Mofimmal Huq, Mauivi Muhammad 

Earmarked lover division assistants i!i 
the Finance Department for promo- 
tion to the upiKT division . (Q.) p. 

203. 

fennnarked lower division assistants in 
the Communications and Works D«‘- 
partment fur promotion to the upper 
division. (Q.) ]>p. 204-20.'). 

Tlie Bengal Public Demands Recoverv 
(Amendnfcnt) Hill, 1037. pp. l(t.>- 
100. 107-108. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi 

Investing the S|)ecial Hoard.s at Kishore- 
ganj and Bnjitpiir vith powers under 
section 22 ot the Agricultural Debtors 
, Act: (Q.) p. 20. 

Payment of court^fees on settled 
debts: <Q.l pp. 19-20 

Muhammad Itrail, Mauivi 

Building grant to the Sashimukhi 
Tol, Tamluk, Midnapore (Q.) p 
76. 

Eati>enditure on primary education 
from provincial revenues in the dis- 
trict of Myrnensiaish (Q.) p. ^76. 
Investing the Special Boards at 
Kishoreganj and Bajitpur with 
powers under section 22 of the 
^ . Agricultural Debtors Att ; (Q.) p. 

01 


Muhainmiil Itrail, Mauivi 

Number ^of caaea in civil* courta^ in 
Bengal excluding Calcutta : <Q.) pp. 
211 , 212 . 

Pay of dafadars and chaukidars;. (Q.) 
pp. 3, 5, 6. ^ 

Payment of court-fees on .settled debts ; 
(Q.) p. 20. 

Steps for combating malaria and tuljer- 
culosis. (Q.) p. 12. 

Trained teachers for primary schools in 
the district of Mymensingh • (Q.) 

pp 198, 199. 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 

Adulterated ghee; (Q.) pp. 83, 84. 

Appoinrnents in the Upper and Lower 
Subordinate Engineering Senices: 
(Q.) p. 91. 

Country liquor. (Q ) pp. 24, 25. 

Excise rates on foreign and country 
liquor ; (Q.j pp. 78, 79, 80. 

Recitation of the verses of the Holy* 
Koran in granio})hones (Q ) p. 
p. 132. 

Shed vMthin the compound of the Dis- 
trict .ludge's Court, Feridpur (Q 'i 
p 130 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra 

Seitlcnicnt of c.vcise .shops in the dis- 
trict of Darj(*ehng (Q.) p. 74. 

Mulllok, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari 

Appointments of IubjK*ctors and Audi- 
tors of Co-o|>erative Societies from 
Hurd van. Presidency and lUjshahi 
DiMsions- (Q.) p. 210. 

Appointment of officers under the Rural 
Indehtt'dne.ss Department (Q.) ].p. 
8, 9, 10. 

C<)-oj>erntive InsjxH'tors : (Q,.) p. 

20t. 

Instruction as to the settlement of 
debts {Q.) p. 13. 

Investing the S|>erial Boards at 
Kislioreganj and Bajitpur with powers 
under section 22 of the i^g.icultural 
Debtors Act ■ (Q.) p. 21. 

Payment of court-fees cm settled debts: 
iO.) D. 20. 
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tlM Mr. Mukiifitfa Mwrt 

, * 

N«inber Debt Settlement boards in 
Daoc* district: (Q.) p. 188. 

Mimshifaml 

Discretionary grants at the disposal of 
District Magistrate: (Q.) p. 43. 

Mutharrufl Hotsain, tha Hon’bla Nawab, 

Khan Bahadur 

Allowances to jurors in session cases in 
niufassal courts (Q.) pp. 137. 138. 

District Judgc.s’ Siienstadars : (Q ) j). 

139. 

Numl)er of cases in civil courts in 
Bengal excluding Calcutta {Q.) pp. 
211 - 12 . 

Shed within the compound ol the Dis- 
trict Judge's Court. Fandpur <01 
pp. i:i6, 137. 

Total earnings of typists and copyists 
(0 ) pp 27. 28. 

The Bengal Money-lenders (Amend- 
ment) Bil. 1937 pp 121-26 


Muslim Laagut 

Tiavelling or dail> allowance of the 
Hon’ hie Ministers for attending the 
Lucknow St'ssion of the, in 193- 
(Q.) p 25. 


Mustalman 

ApiKJintment of, candidates as Suls 
Assistnnt and Assistant Surge<ms 
(Q.) p. 200. 


Mymtritinfh 

ApiKiiiitnient of teachers in free pn- 
mary schools in- (Q. i p. 
Constitution of the District School 
Board of: (Q.) p. 206. 

Trained teachers for primary schools in 
the district of: (Q.) p. 198 

a* 

M y ma wi higtt^Tainali Raadi (Q.) pp- 

1^. 


Narayanhat FOfttt itatiMi 

Acquisition of land for the: (Q.) p. 

210 . 

Nandy, tha Hqii'bla Maharala 8rit- 
ohandra, of KaaiiHbaiar 

Appointments in the Cppcw and 
Lower Subordinate Engineering Ser- 
vices. (Q.) pp. 88-90, 91. 

Beinorta Canal, Khulna: (Q.) pp. 2lh 
30, 31, 32. 87, 88. * 

Burdw-an Bead : p. 7. 

Earmarked lower division assistants in 
‘the Communications and Works De- 
ment for promotion to the upper 
division (Q.i p. 207), 

Inundation of certain villages in Asansol 
(Burtiwjinl. hv the DamoiiBr Rivei : 

(Q ) p. 204. 

Jhenida-Magurii Bond (,Q ) pp. 34, 

35 

Miitainohun Biver ((^ ) p. 19. 
Mymensingli-Tangail Boiul (Q.) pp. 

2. 3 

Plallonn at Sanlaluir railway station: 

<Q ) pp. 77-78 

Silting up of the river Brahmaputra: 
(Q ) p 75. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’bit Khwaja Sir 

AIl«>wance to di'U'iius (Q.) p. 41. 

Arrest of Buhu (Junmdra Nath Mitra : 
(g.) p. 63. 

(’omplaints 4»gainst the managemeii't 
(d the BiThamjiore Detention Camp: 
(Q.) pp 00. 01, 62. 

Detenu Chittaranjan Ouha: p- 93. 

Detenu Chittaranjan Cuba : (Q.) pp- 

.39. 40 

Detenu Bnhu Nalini Karta Chakra- 
hart i <Q.) pp. 129, 130. 

Detenu Baliu Jagntjjit Sarear; (Q.) 
^>p. 42, 43. 

Home intjfernees, detenus and pri- 
soners: (Q.) p. 45. 

Hdm0 (Record^ iDepartoumt: (Q.)* 

pp. 32, 33. * 
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NuiMiiMiii, tin Hm'U* Khwala tfr 

Internee Babn Brahmadag Talukdar: 
(Q.) p. 130. 

Interview between His Excellency Sir 
John Anderson and Mr. Gandhi about 
detenus: (Q.) p. 65. 

Intimation to the police regarding 
change of residences of the released 
detenus: (Q..) pp. 66, 67. 
Khathalia palice-station, Bakarganj : 
iQ.) p. 135. 

Officers in tlie Department of Agricul- 
ture: pp. 188-80, 190, 1931, 192, 

193. 

Payment of insufficient travelling allow- 
ances to the released detenus • (Q.) 

p. 70. 

Promotion of Sub-Inspectors of Police: 
(Q.) pp. 85, 86. 

Promotion of Sub-Inspectors and 
AHsiNtant Sub-1 n specters to the rank 
of Inspectors and Sub-Tnsi)ectorR of 
police, respectively: (Q.) pp. 91, 92. 
Purus of Murshidnbad as distinct caste- 
(Q.) pp. 132, 133. 

Hecitation of the verses of the Holy 
Koran in gramophones (Q.) pp. 
131, 1321 

Stoppage of buses in front of Tam- 
luk pol^'e-station • (Q.) p. 11. 

The Bengal F'umine Insurance Fund 
Bill. 1937. pp. 49. 50, 54-7)5. 

The Bengal Legislative Chainbers (Pre- 
sidents’ and Speakers’ Salaries) Bill, 
1937: p. 66. 

The Ikuigal Public Dtunands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 • pp. 9.% 
96. 

The Bengal Sweepstakes Bill, 1937: pp. 
119-21. 

Training in urnbrelia»-mnking in the 
Detenu Industrial Training Camp at 
Dum-Dum; (Q.) p 41. 

Treatment of political prisoners in the 
Dacca Jail: (Q.) pp. 184, 185, 
186, 187, 

Naiitliar All, tha Hon'lila Mr. 8y«d' 

Adulterated ghee: (Q.) pp. 83, 84. 
Appointment of Mussfilmaii candidates 
as Sub-Asaiitaat and Assistairt Sur- 
geons: <0.1 D. 201. 


NiutlMr Ail, tlM Hfn'Mt Mr. 8ytd 

Appointenents in the Public Healtl^and 
Local Self-Government Department : 
(Q.) p. 195. 

Charitable dispensary, at Knrseong: 
(Q.) p. m. 

Inspection report on the Tamiuk Local 
Board: (Q.) p. 200. 

Nev\ road in the Gaibandha subdivision, 
Hangpur; (Q.) p. 39. 

Pay of dafadars and chaukidars : (Q.) 

pp. 3-4, 5. 

Reserve tank at Senhati, Khulna : 

(Q.) p. 14. 

Steps for combating malaria and 
tuberculosis; (Q.) pp. 11-12, 13. 
Study leave to Bengal Medical Ser- 
vice Officers- (Q.) pp. 72, 73. 


New road 

In the Gaibandha subdivision, Rang- 
F)ur (Q ) p. 39. 

••Noor Nagor** 

Annual revenue payable by the land- 
lords for the pargana, in Tippera: 
(Q ) p 194 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Tile Bengal F^xpinng La\\^ Bill, 1938; 
pp. 154-56. 


Niimbor 

Of cases in civil courts in Bengal ex- 
cluding Calcutta: (Q.) p. 211. 

Of Debt Settlement Boards in Dacca 
district • (Q.) p. 187. 


Obotai/atlon 

Of the Hon'ble Speaker, regarding un- 
authorised circulation of pamphleta 
in the Assembly Chamber: p. 45. 

OMoort 

In the Department of Agriculture : 
(0.) P. 188. 
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Of dafadars and chaukidars: (Q.) pp. 
3-6. 

« Of clerks and^muharrirs of the Regis- 
tration Department; (Q.) p. 197. 

paymant 

Of court^fees on settled debts. (Q.) 
p. 19. 

Of insufficient travelling allowances to 
the released detenus- (Q.) p. 70. 

Platform 

At Snntahar railway station. (Q.) p. 
77. 

Playground 

For the Chntkhil Pnnchgaon Ouptn 
Sc hool, Noakhali : (Q ) p 212. 

Polloo 

Promotion of Sub-Inspectors and 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors to the rank 
of Tnsim'tors and Sub-Inspectors of, 
respectively- (Q.) p. 91. 

Promotion of Sub-Inspectors of (Q.) 
p, 84 

Polioa-ttation 

Khathalia, Bakarganj ; (Q.) p. IS'^. 

Poat 

Of Registrar in the Finance Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 202. 

Primary adiaaatlon 

Ex|)enditure on, from provincial 
revenues in the district of Mymen- 
singh: (Q.) p. 76. 

Priaatiart, 

Treatment of political, in the Dacca 
Jail: (Q.) p. 183. 

Detenus, home internees: (Q.) p. 

44 . 


Pfamatltfi 

Of Sub-Inspectors and Assistant Sub 
Inspectors to the rank of lns|>ectors 
and Sub-Inspectors of Police, respec- 
tively: (Q.) p. 91. 

Of Assistant Head Masters from Gov- 
ernment institutions : (Q.) p. 16. 

Of Sul)-ln.s|>ectors of Police . (Q.) p. 

84. 

P ro aaoution 

For forest offences in the district of 
Chittagong (Q.) p. 78. 

Public Examination 

Introduction of a, in place of 4*xisting 
S(4io<il Final Examiiiatiou : tQ ) P> 
IH 


Public Health 

ApiMiiritment in the. and Local Self- 
Government Department : (Q.) p. 195, 
19 .%*; 


Puroa 

Of Mursliidabad os distinct ^aste : (Q.) 
p. 1.32 


Raikut, th# Hon’bit Mr. Praaanna Dab 

Acquisition of land for the Narayanhat 
Forest Station: (Q.) pp. 210, 211. 

Appointments in the Forests and Ex- 
cise Department since Isrt April, 
1937. (Q.) p. 208. 

Construction of huts and bungalows by 
the Forest Department: (Q.) p. 84. 

Country liquor: (Q.) pp. 23, 24 , 25. 

Excis« 4 rates on foreign and country 
liquor- (Q.) pp. 78, 79, 80. 

Prosecution for forest offences in Uie 
district of Chittagong: ( Q.) p, 74. 

Kettlement of excise shops in the dis- 
trict of Darieelittg: (Q.) p. 74. 

Rajalmhi CaUaotarttb ^ 

Revenue Sberistadar of the: (Q.) p. 

21 . 
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Ray OliMidliury, Mn Rtrandra KiaRm 

Promotion of AtiiitinA .He»d lifter • 
from Govomment initltnium** (Q>) 

p. 16. , 

Recruitment of Awristant Head 
MaiterB : (Q.) p- 196* 

Silting up of the river Bmhmapwtra : 
(Q.) P- 75. 

RaaRiatiofi 

Of rents by the court pf wards estates 
through certificate procedure : (Q.) p. 
68 . " 

Rfoltation 

Of the verses of the Holy Kdran in 
gramophones: (Q.) p- 131. 

RMonR 

Home Department : (Q.) p. 32. 

Rionritintnt 

Of AssisUnt Head Masters: (Q.) p. 

1^. 

Rtduotlon 

In the sarary of Government employees 
drawing Ks. 100 per mensem (Q.) 
p. 36. 

Raglatrar 

Post of, in the Finance Department 

(g.) p. 202. 

RiiRtration Dapirtmaiit 

Pav of clerks and niuhnrrirs of the. 
(Q,.) p. 197. 

RtorganiMtlan 

Of p«'ripatetic weaving school: (Q ) 
p. 13. 

Report 

In8i>ection, on the Tamlok lA)cal Board 
(Q.) P. 200. 

f' ' 

Reeerve tanli 

At Senhati, Khulna: (Q.) p. 14. 


Rtvenue • 

Annual, payable hy the landlords for 
the pargana “Noor Nagar’' in 

Xippera; (Q.) p. VM. 

Revenue Sfierietadar 

Of the Rajshabi Collecrtorate : (Q.) p. 

21 . 

River MaUmohuri: (Q.) p. 19 

Roirt 

Burdwan : (Q.) p. 7. 

Jhenida-Magura : (Q.) p. 33. 

Mymensingh-Tangail : (Q.) pp. 1-3. 

New, in the Gaibandha subdivision, 
Knngpur . <Q.) p. 39. 

Roy, Babu Patiram 

Bemorta Canal, Khulna: (Q.) p. 87. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Alowances to jurors in session cases 
in mufassal courts: (Q.) pp. 137, 
1S8. 

Internee Babu Brahmadas Talukdar: 
(Q.) p. 130. 

Mymensingh-Tangail Road: (Q.) pp. 

2. 3 

Pay of dafadars and chaukidars: (Q.) 

p. .') 

Steps for combating malaria and 
tulierrulosis (Q.) pp. 12, 13. 
8ii|)erintendent of Agriculture and 
Head Master, Dacca Agricultural 
School (Q.) pp. 36, 38. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir BIJoy Prated Singh 

Annual revenue payable hy the land- 
16Vd.s for the pargana ’Noor 
??ugar” in Tippera: (Q.) p. 194. 
Clerks in the selection grade in the 
district oifices (Q.) p. 23. 
Discretionary grants at the disposal 
of District Magistrate, Munshiganj: 
(Q) pp. 43-44. 

Grant of khas mahal lands for reli- 
gious or charitable purpoaea: <Q.) 
p. 209. 
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Playground for the Chotkhil Panchgion 
Guptu School, Noukhali: ( Q.) p. 
213. 

Revenue Sheristadar of the Rajahahi 
Collectorate: (Q.) p, 22. 

Strength of the clerical establishment 
in the Dacca Collectorate: (Q.) pp. 
207, 208. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recoverj* 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987, pp. 213-14, 
228-29, 280, 231, 232, 23.5, 236. 

RlHtt 

Regarfling allowances of the Hon’ble 
Ministers : (Q.) p. 63. 

Ruml liNlatotadnMa 

Appointment of officers under the. De- 
partment (Q.) pP- 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Promotion of Suli-Tnspectors of Police 
(Q.) pp. 84-85. 

Stnaullah, Al-Haj Maulana Dr, 

Acijuisition of land for the Narayan- 
hat Forest station- (Q.) PP- 210. 
211 

Clerical estahlmhinent in the office of 
the Director of Public Instruction. 
Bengal- (Q.) pp. ^'1- 
Construction of huts and bungalows by 
the Forest Department ^Q.) p. 84. 
District Judge’s Court (Q.) p. 130. 
Earmarked lower division assistants in 
the Finance Department for promo- 
tion to the upper division (Q ) ]> 
204. 

Home (Records) Department (Q.) 
pp. .32, 3:1. 

Santnlmr 

-Platform at. railway station; (Q.) p 
77. 

SifiyM, Or.* NtHfitMlit 

Appointment of officers under the 
Rural Indebtedness Department 
(Q.) PP- »» 
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.Btfiyal, Ilf. lHUiitltte 

Banina * Canal, Khulna: (Q.) pp. 

29,'* 3^. 

Bengal Secondary Education Bill: (QJ 
pp. 16, 17; 18. 

Coinplasinta against the management 
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